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THE  PIONEERS  OF  UNADILLA 
VILLAGE. 

1784-1840. 


I. 


BEFOIiE    THE    VILLAGE 
WAS    FOUNDED. 

1616-1784. 

White  meu  appear  to  have  been  in  the  upper 
Susquehanna  valle^v  in  1G16,  or  about  one  hundred 
and  sixt\'  years  before  the  Revolution.  They  came 
as  explorers  and  then  as  fur  traders.  After  them 
in  the  next  centur\'  came  missionaries  to.  the 
Indians.  Finall3'  in  17G9  arrived  sui've3'ors,  own- 
ers of  land  patents  and  aetnal  settlers.  When  the 
first  Indian  raii.ls  were  made  upon  the  valley  in 
1777  during  the  Revolution,  thriving  farm  com- 
munities, composed  mainly  of  Scotch-Irish,  with  a 
few  Dutch  and  Palatine  Germans,  had  been  estab- 
lished at  points  from  Otsego  Lake  down  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Unadilla  River. 

One  of  these  existed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ouleout 
Creek  and  was  called  Albout;  another  was  in  the 
old  paper  mill  region;  another  across  the  Susque- 
hanna in  what  is  now  Sidney  village  and  still  an- 
other along  the  lower  waters  of  the  Unadilla 
River.  The  three  settlements  at  the  confluence  of 
the  Susfpiehanna  and  Unadilla  rivers  were  some- 
times known  collectively  as  Unadilla,  although  the 
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one  on  the  site  of  Sidney  was  often  designated  sep- 
aratel_v  as  the  Johnston  settlement  before  the  war 
and  as  Susuuehanna  Flats  afterwards.  AVliile  it  is 
not  unlikely  that  some  of  the  Unadilla  village  lands 
had  been  occupied  in  that  x>'>^iiod,  actual  proof  of 
this  is  wanting. 

When  the  war  closed,  and  settlers  began  to  re- 
turn to  the  valley,  seven  3-ears  had  passed  since 
those  early  pioneers  v,ere  driven  out.  Th.c  country 
was  again  a  wilderness  in  some  respects  more  for- 
bidding than  when  the  settlers  first  entered  it. 
Only  the  blackened  logs  of  burned  houses  remained 
on  many  farms.  Lands  that  had  produced  v.'heat 
and  com  through  several  seasons  in  happier  times 
were  now  overgrown  with  weeds,  brush  and 
briars. 

No  jiart  of  Xew  York  state,  not  even  the  ]\Io- 
hav.-k  valley,  had  beeu  more  eoiistanll;,  tlie  scene 
of  depredations ;  none  had  been  so  often  used  as  a 
route  of  travel  for  small  armies  of  Indians  and 
Tories  on  the  one  hand  and  of  American  patriot 
soldiers  on  the  other;  none  had  now  become  a  land 
of  such  utter  desolation." 

Wlien  the  Revolution  closC'l  the  earliest  settlers 

'  Vi  events  in  this  valley  bufore  and  diirinc  the  Hevoluiloa,  the  author 
has  written  in  detail  in  the  volume  einitled  "The  ("'Id  Xe^t-  Vork  Frontier: 
Its  W.irs  with  Indinns  and  Tories,  its  Missionary  Schools,  Pioneers  and 
Land  Titles,  t6i6-rBoo,"  v)ublis)ied  in  the  sprin;;  of  n;,oi  by  Charles  Scrib- 
ner's  Sons.  Many  a.ithorities  fnr  the  infon.ialion  cont.iin'-d  in  :he  present 
volume  will  be  found  in  the  I'lhlio^raphy  appended  to  "The  Old  New  York 
Frontier."'     Others  are  indicated  here  in  the  text. 

It  is  proper  to  expl.dn  that  the  contents  of  this  volume  originally  f.irir.ed 
a  part  oi  the  manuscript  of  "The  r)!ii  Xew  Yoik  Frontier,"  In  seeking  a 
publisher  fir  th.u  work,  with  a  view  to   its  general  '-aie  thro'-i:;h    the  bock 
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to  return  came  in  17S-1-  and  many  were  families 
whom  the  war  had  driven  out.  Otlieis  were  men 
who  had  entered  the  valley  as  soldiers,  or  who  had 
heard  of  its  rich  lands  through  others  who  were 
soldiers.  Many  v/cnt  to  the  old  paper  mill  region. 
Among  these  were  the  Johnstons  who  had  former- 
ly lived  in  Sidney,  and,  after  spending  a  year  on 
Unadilla  lands,  returned  to  Sidney  again.  The 
McMasters  and  William  Hanna  ale'o  settled  in  the 
paper  mill  region.  Others  went  to  the  valley  of 
the  Unadilla  River  and  still  others  to  the  Oule'out. 
AH  these  men  took  up  lands  that  had  been  oceu- 
pied  before  the  Revolution. 

Of  those  pioneers  we  have,  in  several  case's,  full 
and  authentic  records.  One  who  settled  on'  the 
Ouleout  was  Sluman  Wattles,  who  came  from  Leb- 
anon, Connecticut,  in  17S4-  and  took  up  lands  be- 
low Franklin  village  where  he  was  to  remain  a 
potent  factor  in  the  hfc  of  all  that  region  for  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  Another  was  Timothy  Beach 
who  settled  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ouleout.  An- 
other, in  the  same  region,  v.-as  James  Ilughston 
and  still  another  Nathaniel  Wattles,  who  opened  a 
hotel  near  the  Sidney  side  of  the  present  upper  vil- 
lage bridge. 

Before  a  bridge  was  built  Air.  Wattles  main- 
tained a  ferry  at  that  poinL  to  which  his  name  was 
given.     Wattles's    Ferry    for   many  years  was    the 

trade,  the  author  decided  to  reserve  these  village  chapters  f  ,r  publication  in 
thor  present  lorm,  their  interest  bein<^  lo:aI  rather  than  gencrr.l 
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point  of  destination  for  scores  of  pioneers  who 
each  season  crossed  the  wilderness  from  the  Hud- 
son to  the  Susquehanna  and  here  entered  boats  in 
which  they  and  their  household  possessions  were 
transported  to  points  further  south  and  west. 

Another  pioneer,  and  the  ancestor  of  a  large  fani- 
ih'  that  still  survives  in  the  Ouleout  countr_y,  was 
Isaac  Hodges  who  arrived  in  17S9  from  Florida, 
Montgonierj'  county-,  where  he  must  have  known 
the  Johnstons  aiid  others  who  came  to  this  valley' 
'  from  that  place.  The  family  had  been  settled  in 
Florida  for  some  years,  Abraham  Hodges  before 
the  war  being  one  of  the  well  known  citizens  of 
that  part  of  the  Mohawk  valley.  Isaac  Hodges's 
son  Hczekiah  in  1790  settled  on  the  farm  where 
William  T.  Hodges  spent  his  life.  It  is  recorded  of 
Hczekiah  that  he  planted  the  first  apple  orchard 
known  in  that  neighborhood.  It  became  the  par- 
ent orchard  of  many  others. 

These  men  had  all  been  a  few  years  in  the  coun- 
try before  others  came  to  plant  the  settlement  that 
grew  into  Unadilla  vilUige.  Some  of  the  founders 
of  the  village  arrived  from  the  same  tov.'us  in  Con- 
necticut whence  had  come  the  men  of  the  Ouleout. 
Here  in  the  stream  called  Martin  Brook  they  found 
a  water  power  v/hich  would  drive  a  saw  mill,  then 
a  pressing  need  of  the  country',  and  which  soon  af- 
terwards drove  also  a  grist  mill.  Here  one  of  them 
opened  a  hotel,  another  a  store,  and  a  third  be- 
came a  physician — facts  wliich  laid  the  foundations 
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of  a  small  comnuinity  m  ^Yhicll  ere  lonr?  were  to  be 
centered  many  vital  interests  of  a  large  frontier 
territory. 

Finally  in  ISOO  an  old  primitive  road,  running 
from  Catskill  to  Wattles's  Ferr}-,  was  improved 
into  a  turnpike.  It  became  the  model  road  in  all 
this  part  of  the  state,  and  was  destined  to  remain 
for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  centnry  the  main 
highway  of  trade,  travel  and  settlement.  Contem- 
porary with  the  opening  of  this  road,  was  the  com- 
ing of  Curtis  Noble  and  Isaac  Hayes,  two  yonng 
merchants,  whose  enterprise  and  success  gave  the 
final  weight  of  influence  to  causes  already  oper- 
ating for  the  founding  on  this  soil  of  the  village 
which,  for  half  a  century,  was  to  control  a  larger 
sum  of  inteiests  than  any  other  within  a  radius  of 
perhaps  tv^-entj'  miles. 

Indeed  the  origin  and  early  growth  of  nearly  all 
the  tipper  Susquehanna  villages  came  from  similar 
causes.  Usualh-  a  store  and  a  saw  and  grist  mill 
determined  the  site.  Mills  were  estabhslieel  near 
the  mouths  of  streams  tributary  to  the  main 
waterway.  Hotels  and  stores  naturally  followed. 
Centers  were  thus  established,  aroimd  which  other 
enterprises  and  homes  soon  were  gathered.  With 
Cooperstown,  Oneonta,  Otcgo,  Unaililla,  Sidney 
and  Bainbridge  the  genesis  is  practically  the  same. 

As  time  went  on,  other  circumstances,  added  to 
what  lumbering  and  agriculture  had  done,  led  to 
newer  progress,  such  as  the  Catskill  turnpike  that 
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aided  Uuadilla,  the  Esopus  one  that  helped  Bain- 
bridge,  the  Charlotte  one  tliat  made  for  the  welf^irc 
of  Oneonta,  or  those  later  circumstances,  which, 
before  the  era  of  railroads  set  in,  made  Oneonta 
and  Bainbridge  centers  of  the  stage  business  for 
the  whole  valley.  All  these  villages,  save  Coopers- 
town  and  Bainbridge,  were  founded  on  lands  in 
the  Wallace  patent. 

The  sketches  which  follow  relate  to  one  alone  of 
these  villages;  but  Unadilla  might  serve  as  a  type 
ot'  them  all.  It  is  a  village  v.-ith  whose  annals  the 
circumstances  of  birih  and  an  eigliteen  years'  resi- 
dence on  its  soil  have  helped  to  make  the  author 
familiar.  Many  of  its  leading  citizens  of  a  past 
generation  he  knew  in  bo\-hood.  Its  highways, 
hills  and  streams  remain  the  most  familiar  and 
among  the  faire-t  he  has  ever  known. 

The  lives  of  the  men  who  founded  and  built  up 
this  village  may  be  assumed  to  possess  interest  to 
those  \vho  were  born  in  that  village,  or  who  have 
made  it  their  home.  No  wise  man  can  l)e  indiffer- 
ent to  the  founders  of  any  place  bearing  such  rela- 
tions to  himself,  any  more  than  he  can  be  indiffer- 
ent to  the  foiniders  of  his  native  land  in  a  larger 
sense.  In  a  ver^-  forceful  way  such  men  have 
liclped  tC)  make  him  what  he  is,  and  what  he  must 
forever  remain.     They  are 

"dead  but  scept'red  sovrans 
Who  still  rule  our  spirits  from  their  urns." 

Out  of  tile  ver3'  soil  on  which,  on.e  is  reared  ap- 
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pear  to  spring  forces  fixing  deep  marks  on  one's 
nature.  One  is  not  alone  a  native  of  liit  birthplace, 
but  in  some  considerable  degree  a  product.  Xo 
fact  is  more  familiar  in  biographies,  whether  of 
great  or  small  lives,  and  for  example  in  the  life  of 
Dickens.  The  fondness  of  Dickens  for  ships  and 
salt  water  was  life  long  because  Dickens,  like  his 
own  Coppertield,  had  been  "born  within  sound  of 
the  sea  and  its  eternal  nevermore." 

This  intluence  springs  not  from  climate  alto- 
gether; nor  from  soil  or  landscape.  More  than  to 
anj'  C'f  these  influences  perhaps  it  is  due  to  inhal)i- 
tants.  older  and  wiser  than  he,  by  whom  his  ten- 
dencies were  directed,  if  not  actually  shaped.  Such 
as  tliese  are  the  unacknowledged  teachers  of  us  all. 
As  of  the  founders  of  states  and  of  cities,  so  of 
those  wlio  found  vill.-'ges  and  small  settlements: 
they  defmiteh"  give  to  communities  their  character. 
They  still  exert  their  swa\'  long  after  the}'  have 
ceased  to  speak  and  toil. 

The  primary  interest  in  these  sketches  now  is, 
and  must  continue  to  be,  local.  And  A'ct,  in  a 
sense,  those  quiet  annals  have  wider  value.  Small 
as  this  village  has  remained,  the  cliarm  of  its  site 
and  the  beauty  of  its  streets  have  impressed  all 
visitors.  The  place,  moreover,  stands  otl:crwise 
ai)art,  and  stands  with  some  eminence,  as  an  ex- 
ample of  a  New  York  village  at  its  best. 

For  three  quarters  of  a  century,  I'nadilla  re- 
mained thorouc^ldy  isolnted  from  the  great  world 
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beyond  its  borders.  Until  the  nineteenth  century 
had  two-thirds  passod  awa3',  it  had  neither  rail- 
road, nor  canal,  nor  an3-  near  comnmnication  with 
one.  At  Catskill,  or  at  points  in  the  Alohawk 
valley,  for  a  long  series  of  years,  its  people  could 
first  reach  a  larf^er  world,  and  then  the  undertak- 
ing involved  a  journey  on  wheels,  in  some  cases  of 
ninetv  miles,  through  a  rough  country'.  Even  in 
Civil  War  times,  a  da^^'s  journey'  by  stage  was  still 
necessary-  in  order  to  reach  a  railway  and  learn  the 
v-.-ar  news;  while  the  war  had  some  years  passed 
av/ay,  when  a  railway  first  came  to  its  own  doors. 

Ho\Y  that  event  gradually  changed  this  com- 
munity those  know  best  who  have  known  the  vil- 
lage both  before  and  since  the  invasion.  Before  it 
occurred,  growth  and  character  proceeded  almost 
wholly-  from  local  forces,  which  were  mainly  strong 
and  otherwise  beneficent.  "Whatever  was  good 
and  productive,  proceeded  out  of  the  place  itself— 
out  of  the  virtues  that  lay  in  its  own  peojile,  who 
v.-cre  very  largch-  of  New  England  stock. 

Here  in  many  families  dwelt  a  quality  in  refine- 
ment, the  things  which,  in  these  matters,  mean  cul- 
ture—fineness of  feeling,  elevation  of  sentiment,  a 
sense  of  the  obligations  which  worldly  independ- 
ence confers  and  a  good  breeding — which  isolation 
could  not  deny  to  the  place,  and  which  isolation 
probably-  did  nmch  to  bestow  upon  it. 

Boys  who  knew  that  culture  and  were  blessed 
b^'  its  infi^ience,  boys  who  are  now  men  and  have 
10 
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travelled  far,  may  well  reflect,  as  more  than  one  of 
them  has  do:ie,  that  in  vain  have  the\'  sought  to 
find  that  culture  developed  in  finer  or  sv/eeter  state 
elsewhere. 

To  Ne^v  England  the  obligation  for  tliat  is  un- 
questionably large ;  but  this  cannot  explain  all 
things.  When  we  say  that  in  this  inland  New 
York  village  thrived  for  almost  four  score  years  a 
bit  of  New  England  transplanted  in  the  west,  we 
must  add  to  the  statement  that  it  thrived  in  an 
isolation  so  complete  that,  wh.at  was  best  in  New 
England  culture,  here  came  to  florescence  in  full 
degree. 

It  is  a  common  enough  experience  to  find  men 
and  women  showing  a  partial  fondness  for  their 
earhv"  homes.  Out  of  this  isolation  of  Unadilla  has 
sprung,  I  think,  a  very  partial  fondness  for  the 
place  among  those  who  knew  it  in  the  early  forties, 
fifties  and  sixties.  What  Webster,  on  a  famous  oc- 
casion said  of  Dartmouth  college,  they  might  say 
of  this  village:  it  is  a  small  place,  but  there  are 
those  who  love  it. 

The  men  who  led  in  tliis  Vv'ork  of  village  founda- 
tion are  little  known  to  the  present  generation. 
Many  of  them  lie  burled  in  St.  Matthew's  church- 
yard, and  headstones  mark  their  graves,  familiar 
places  to  all  who  frequent  that  enclosure.  But  few- 
are  the  visitors  who  know  anything  of  the  story  of 
those  stroncr  and  valiant  souls. 
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THE    VILLAGE    SITE    A^D    THOSE 
WHO    CHOSE    IT, 

1784--1800. 

Tin:  site  of  Unadilla  village*  comprises  nine  lots 
of  the  Walla.ce  or,  as  it  would  be  l.ietter  to  call  it, 
the  Banyar  Patcrit,  since  its  real  owner  was 
neitlier  Alexander  nor  Hugh  Wallace,  but  Goulds- 
borough  Banyar.  Tliey  are  lots  92  to  100,  inclus- 
ive. Each  runs  in  a  northeasterly  direction  on 
lines  generally  parallel.  The  lots  are  of  some\vha.t 
varying  widths  will:  length.-  of  jicrliaps  ten  times 
the  widths.  Besides  Mr.  Banyar  tlie  non-resident 
early  ovrners  from  whom  the  settlers  obtained 
their  titles  included  eminent  citizens  of  Albany 
County — ^^John  Livingston,  the  Lansings  and  the 
Vari  Vechtens — wlio  seem  to  have  acquired  their 
holdings  from  Mr.  I'anyar.  At  first  leases  on  the 
redemption  plan  were  given.  Sevei'al  jiioneers  had 
long  been  here  before  they  acquired  actual  titles, 
although  otliers  purchased  soon  after  coming;  liut 
it  was  not  until  1S11  that  tlie  last  village  lot 
passed  from  an  alien  owner  to  an  actual  settler. 

The  records  of  those  early  trar.saetions  are  not 
complete.  Searclu's  made  for  th.e  autlior  leave  sev- 
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cial  gaps  to  be  llllecl.  It  was  not  a  universal  cus- 
tom iu  those  times  to  record  deeds.  A  buyer  often 
accepted,  the  old  deeds  from  the  man  from  whom 
he  purchased.  Even  in  cases  where  deeds  were 
eventtiriUy  recorded  several  j'cars  might  have 
elapsed  after  the  purchase.  In  the  period  from 
1772  until  1791,  during  which  TJnadilla  was  part 
of  Tryon,  or  Montgomery  County,  no  records 
exist  of  any  sales  by  'Mr.  Ban^-ar  or  of  an\'  sales  to 
or  by  tlie  Living.nons,  Lansings  or  \'an  Vcehtens, 
searches  for  the  same  having  been  made  for  the 
autlior  in  vain  at  Fonda.  In  Cooperstown  the 
author  has  fared  Ix-tter.  Here  titles  to  almost  any 
lot  can  be  traced  back  to  the  formation  of  the 
eo'.'.iKy  in  1791.  From  these  records  alone  has  it 
been  possible  to  prepare  the  ap]jended  account  of 
first  sales  to  settlers." 

I'irst  to  jiurchase  outright,  so  for  as  the  records 
sliov.-,  was  Aaron  Axtell,  tlie  pioneer  blacksmith  of 
the  viUage,  v.dio  was  here  before  1  794-.  In  August 
1795,  he  secured  a  part  of  lot  93  fir  'JllO.  He 
mnde  the  purchc'ise  from  Mr.  Banyar.  Lot  03  lies 
in  tlie  v.-esteni  end  oi  tl;e  village.  ?\Ir.  Axtell's 
house  stood  on  the  site  of  tlie  future  Owens  or  Sal- 
mon G.  Cone  residence  just  bevond  the  railroad 
crossing,  which  some  tv.'cntj'  odd  3^'ears  ago  was 
b-n-ned.  In  ISIO,  I'riah  ITanford  had  become  the 
ovv-ner  of  this  lot. 

*  The  inform.-~.tion  on  which  this  ii  bnstd  was  S!.:r.[:  !icd  in  lo'ii  by  Mr, 
Lee  K.  Cruttenden,  County  Ck-rk  of  Ot.-ero,  who  took  much  trouble  in 
making  the  ir.ve?ii2ation<;  that  were  nccess.iry. 
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Mr.  Axtell  was  of  Welsh  origin,  and  another  of 
the  name  who  came  to  InadiUa  was  Mores  Axtell. 
Moses  Axtell  had  lived  in  l^oston  before  the  Revo- 
lution, where  he  was  one  of  the  famous  party  who 
disguised  themselves  as  Indians  and  threw  the  tea 
into  Boston  harbor, — the  act  153-  which,  in  the 
trouble  with  the  Alother  Country,  the  gauntlet 
v.-as  definitely  throvv'u  down  by  the  Colonists. 
Moses  Axtell  afterwards  fought  in  the  battle  of 
Lexington  and  at  Bunker  Hill. 

Next  as  a  purchaser  came  Solomon  Martin,  who 
in  June  170G  secured  lot  96,  embracing  perhaps 
150  acres.  He  paid  for  it  the  sum  of  El-il  5s. 
The  sale  was  made  bj'  the  Van  Vechtens.  Like  all 
these  lots  it  ran  back  to  the  hills  for  a  distance  of 
about  a  mile  from  the   river  bank. 

The  third  purchase  was  made  bj'  Daniel  Bissell. 
In  August  17 9G  he  obtained  from  Air.  Bo.n\-ar  lots 
99  and  100,  comprising  nearly  400  acres,  for 
which  he  paid  £3-15.  These  lots  extended  from  the 
extreme  eastern  end  of  the  village  down  to  about 
where  St.  Matthew's  church  stands.  Mr.  Bissell 
sold  a  part  of  lot  100  in  1801,  to  his  kinsman 
Guido  L.  Bissell  for  S250.  Another  part  of  the 
same  lot  lie  sold  to  Solomon  ALartin  in  the  follow- 
ing year  for  $1-50. 

Gurdon  Huntington  was  the  next  purchaser.  He 
did  not  acquire  title,  however,  until  ISOO,  which 
was  about  ten  years  after  he  came  into  the  coun- 
try. He  then  purchased  from  John  Livingston  a 
li 
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part  oflot  9S  for  $352.  Probably  Dr.  Huntington 
had  alread3'  erected  on  this  lot,  the  yellow  house 
that  still  stands  in  the  rear  of  the  building  long 
used  as  the  pc^st  oflice.  He  seems  to  have  buili  the 
house  while  occupying  the  land  under  a  lease  with 
the  privilege  of  purchase. 

Aaron  AxtcH  in  1S03  purchased  a  further  i^art  of 
lot  93  from  William  Fitch  and  Sarah,  his  wife.  He 
paid  $1400  for  it,  which  would  indicate  that  im- 
provements had  been  made  by  the  fon:ier  owner. 
Mr.  Fitch  had  a  house  in  the  village  before  1S03. 
As  Mr.  Axtell  bought  his  first  part  of  lot  93  from 
Mr,  Ban^'ar,  I^Ir.  Fitch's  part  had,  of  course,  orig- 
inally been  purchased  from  the  same  owner. 

Stephen  Benton,  in  1804,  l:)ecame  the  owner  of 
lot  95.  He  purchased  it  for  $1095  from  Peter 
Petts  who  then  lived  in  Bainbridge  and  whose  wife 
was  Pli'/a  Fitch,  a  sister  of  Araasa  F'itch,  an  earh- 
scttler  on  viUnge  land.  Peter  Botts  owned  other 
lands  in  the  Wallace  i)atent  below  the  village.  He, 
with  William  Fitch  and  Jonathan  Fitch,  had  se- 
cured titles  to  land  within  the  village  limits  some- 
what earlier  than  the  settlers  alreach'  named;  but 
the  Cooper.stown  records  give  no  clue  to  the  date 
of  their  purchases  which  indicates  that  he  made 
the  purchase  before  1791.  There  were  Fitches  in 
Lebanon,  Connecticut,  and  these  men  perhaps 
came  into  the  countr3'  with  the  Wattles  families  in 
or  soon  after  17s4,  which  would  make  them  the 
first  settlers  who  took  up  village  lands. 
15 
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Jonathan  Fitcli  in  1S05  sold  to  Jacob  Hayes  the 
land  he  lived  on  in  lot  9i.  I'or  a  part  of  that  lot 
Mr.  Hayes  paid  $S00.  Here  again  iniprovements 
obviously  v,-cre  included  in  tlie  purchase  price.  ^Ir. 
Fitch  is  knov.-n  to  have  liarl  a  house  in  the  village 
at  that  time. 

Next  among  the  purchasers  came  Solomon  Mar- 
tin a  second  time.  Pie  bouglit  lot  97  from  !Mr. 
Ban^-ar  ii;  1S07,  paying  :'J153  D-l-s.  On  this  lot 
stood  General  Martin's  hojse  and  store.  He  at 
this  time  was  the  largest  land  owner  in  the  village. 
After  his  death  in  1S16,  the  estate  w-as  said  to  be 
"land  poor." 

The  reccnds  now  proceed  to  the  purchase  made 
by  Daniel  and  Gilbert  Cone,  in  ISll.  Th.is  v.-as  lot 
;>2  which  lay  beyond  the  Axtell  purcliasc.  The 
Cones  bought  of  the  Lansings  and  paid  $303.39 
for  tlie  tract.  Tluee  ^•e;!.r^  latci'  they  sold  c>ue  acre 
of  it  to  Niel  Robertson  for  $400,  wdiich  nmst  have 
included  injirovements.  From  Z»ilr.  Banyar  in  1S13 
the  Cones  bougb.t  anotlier  lot  for  $501.25.  This 
was  lot  108,  but  it  was  outside  village  limits. 

Daniel  Bissell  who  in  some  respects  is  the  most 
interesting  of  these  pioneers  was  a  native  uf  Leb- 
anon wtierc  he  was  born  in  171-S.  lie  married  in 
that  place  Sarah  Wattles  and  was  approaching 
fort^'  years  of  age  when,  about  1792,  and  i)erhaps 
earlier,  he  came  to  WaLtles's  Ferry.  In  Lebanon 
he  liad  already  become  a  man  of  varied  and  useful 
activities.  He  possessed  a  considerable  tract  of 
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land  there  and  papers  now  owned  by  Harriet  Bis- 
scl!  Sumner  show  that  he  had  had  many  transac- 
tions with  Sluinon  Wattles.  A  paper  characteris- 
ric  of  the  period,  containing  an  "account  of  Benja- 
n:in  Bissell's  estate  that  Daniel  Bissell  took'', 
names  pistols  valued  at  £2,  a  greatcoat  valued  at 
125.,  leather  breeches  at  5s.  and  one  gun  at  £1, 
12s.,  Gd.  Another  paper  signed  "Jonathan  Trum- 
bull, Captain-General",  who  was  the  origiTial 
"  Brother  Jonathan",  his  home  being  in  Lebajion, 
is  dated  in  1773  and  excuses  Daniel  Bissell  from 
nu"litary  service  owing  to  "a  lameness  of  the  arm 
caused  by  fracture  and  a  pain  in  the  cliest  caused 
by  a  sprain." 

Still  another  paper  dated  in  March  17'J2  gives  a 
1-st  of  articles  delivered  to  Daniel  Bissell  from  the 
t-slate  of  Mr.  Fitch.  It  includes  one  large  hetile, 
valued  at  Ss.,  one  meal  chest  al  :\  :!-2s.,  one  small 
feather  bed  at  30?.,  one  pair  of  saddle  bags  at  Gs., 
one  small  bedstead  lOs.,  and  one  copy  of  Gibl:)s's 
''Architecture",  24s.  Some  of  these  articles  no 
doubt  found  tlieir  waj*  to  the  new  settlement.  I^Ir. 
Bissell  had  a  family  of  nir.e  children,  three  or  four 
of  v/hom  had  reached  their  twentieth  year.  He 
brought  with  him  the  large  sum  of  $7,000  in 
specie,  which  completely  filled  a  good  sized  basket. 

One  of  the  recorded  facts  in  Mr.  Bissell's  life  is 
that  he  kept  the  first  hotel.  A  license  issued  to 
him,  though  not  the  earliest  in  the  town  by  five  or 
:nore  years,  still  exists  with  the  seal  attached.     It 
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is  signed  by  Solomon  Martin,  in  whose  hand  the 
\Yhole  paper  is  written,  and  by  Peter  Schreniling 
and  Gurdon  Huntington.  By  virtue  of  law  these 
gentlemen,  Commissioners  of  Excise  for  the  town 
of  Uuadilla,  say  they  "do  hereby  permit  Daniel 
Bissell  to  retail  strong  and  spirituous  liquors  ac- 
cording as  it  is  in  said  law  made  and  provided, 
from  the  date  hereof  until  the  first  Tuesday  in  ^[ay 
next  after  this  date.''  The  license  is  dated  Septem- 
ber 9,  1790. 

]Mr.  E^issell's  relations  with  other  settlers  are 
shown  in  several  letters.  One  from  Noble  and 
Hayes,  of  which  he  was  the  bearer,  dated  in  1806, 
is  addressed  to  Bogardus  and  DuBois  of  Catskill, 
and  informed  them  that  the  Unadilla  merchants 
sent  by  Air.  Bissell  three  bo.rrcls  of  wlieat,  with 
other  artlch-s  which  woe  to  be  sold  "if  you  can 
and  credit  us  the  axaiii"."  Anotlitr  from  Dr. 
Huntington  wasaddressed  to  Packard  and  Conant 
of  Albany.  Dr.  Huntington  sent  by  Air.  }>issell  a 
few  rags  and  said  "  I  expect  3-ou  v/ill  give  four  dol- 
lars for  rags,  or  more,  and  if  they  do  not  come  to 
the  amount  of  the  paper  [the  rags  were  to  be  ex- 
changed for  writing  paper]  I  will  be  I  suppose  in 
Albany  in  about  two  weeks  and  will  settle  for  the 
same."  The  date  of  this  is  Noveniber  1S08,  v/hcn 
Dr.  Huntington  vras  a  Member  of  the  Assembly. 

About  the  same  time  came  a  relative  of  Daniel 
Bissell,  though  not  a  near  one,  Guido  L.  Bissell, 
Mrs.  Sumner's  ancestor.  He  was  born  i;i  1 7^i9 
IS 
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and  was  the  father  of  that  other  Daniel  Bissell 
whom  manj'  men  and  women  can  still  remember. 
He  was  also  tlie  father  of  Hannah  Bissell  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  John  Veley.  In  179G,  as  ?.Ir.  r)i3- 
sclTs  account  book  records,  "John  Earslcy  be,i;an 
to  work  for  me",  and  in  the  following  spring 
''Sevenworth  began  to  work  forme."  In  this  an- 
cient volume,  another  entry  underdate  of  Franklin, 
March  23rd,  1798,  is  this:  "I  promise  to  Guido 
Bissell  13  shillings  on  demand,  being  for  value  re- 
ceived, John  Pooler",  and  still  another,  "Mr. 
Guido  Bissell  and  I  have  settled  and  find  a  balance 
of  2  pounds  due  said  Bissell  on  account,  Jan.ies 
Ilnghston."  Mr.  Bissell  for  sometime  was  engaged 
in  trade.  His  book  has  many  entries  of  sales  of 
"jane",  velvet,  cloth,  etc.,  as  well  as  charges  for 
work  done  by  liimself  and  men  whom  he  employed. 
Jie  di'l  some  of  the  v.-ork  in  buikliug  Wright's  store 
in  ISlv"),  and  when  St.  Matthew's  church  was  built 
made  note  of  "w"ork  on  the  church  five  da\'S  by 
Mr.  Beadle." 

.'\  numerous  and  influential  family  in  Connecticut 
had  been  the  Bissells.  John  Bissell,  a  pioneer  of 
Windsor,  and  believed  to  be  the  ancestor  of  them 
all,  was  the  first  white  man  who  ventured  across 
the  Connecticut  River  from  Windsor,  where  he 
built  a  house  and  began  the  East  Windsor  settle- 
ment. For  forty-four  years  his  descendants,  Aaron 
Bissell  and  .\aron  Bissell,  Jr.,  filled  the  office  of 
town  clerk.  In  Windsor  in  the  last  century  was  a 
Vj 
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Daniel  Bissell  and  a  Daniel  Bisscll,  Jr.  The  latter 
performed  secret  service  for  Washington,  that  won 
for  him  a  badge  of  merit.  Members  of  this  family 
have  been  prominent  in  various  walks  of  life.  One 
of  them  was  a  Protestant  Episcopal  bishop. 

Solomon  Martin  came  to  Unadilla  some  ^-fcars 
before  1790.  In  1702  he  already  had  a  store  here. 
He  was  a  native  of  AVoodbnry,  Connecticut,  one  of 
the  oldest  towns  in  that  state  outside  the  Conncc- 
ticnt  River  valley,  and  was  a  son  of  another  Solo- 
mon Martin,  descended  from  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers. The  family  was  English  and  one  of  them, 
Captain  John  Martin,  went  around  the  v."orld  with 
Drake.  They  were  entitled  to  bear  arms  and  Iiad 
for  their  motto  "Sure  and  Steadfast."  Solomon 
was  born  June  ]  5,  17G2.  His  name  is  given  by 
Cothrnn  among  natixes  of  Woodbury  wlio  served 
in  th.e  Revolution,  alvlioijgh  lie  v.-a;;  only  a  boy  of 
thirteen  wdien  the  war  began.  His  title  of  general 
— a  militia  title,  I  believe—belongs  to  a  late  period 
in  his  life.  In  1702  he  was  a  captain  and  in  1S06 
a  colonel.     He  served  in  tiie  war  of  1S12. 

His  store  in  Unadilla  was  the  first  set  up.  Its 
site  was  cm  Main  just  west  of  Martin  Bro(ik  Street. 
Here  also  he  lived,  the  house  and  store  having  been 
built  together.  .\t  a  late  date  he  aj^jjcars  to  have 
been  in  partnership  with  Gurdon  Huntington. 
Many  years  afterwards  there  stood  near  the  pres- 
ent White  store  block  a  building  called  the  Dr. 
Huntington  store.  It  was  afterwards  moved  to  the 
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site  of  the  present  L.  L.  Woodruff  residence  and 
then  conveyed  to  the  street  that  fronts  on  the  river 
\vhere  it  still  stands  adjoining  the  churchyard 
grounds.  Solomon  jNIartin  had  a  distillery  as 
earl\'  as  1803,  Avhcn  Guido  L.  Eissell  cha.rgcd  him 
"to  work  at  trough  at  stillhouse  IS  shillings,"  "to 
work  in  the  still  house  6  shillings",  and  again  "to 
work  on  the  still." 

Solomon  I\Ia.rtin  and  Sluinan  \Vattles  had  close 
business  relations.  Mr.  Wattles  sold  him  boards 
"delivered  to  your  store"  in  1702,  and  in  the  same 
yearcharged  George  Jolmson  3  pounds,  17  shillings 
for  "goods  taken  at  Captain  Martin's  store."  In 
1794-  he  chai-ged  Martin  6  shillings  as  "  fees  for  li- 
cense", and  the  same  year  Roger  Wattles  with  "an 
order  on  Solomon  Martin  for  three  quarts  of  rum 
for  7  shillings."  When  Martin  was  in  the  Legisla- 
ture in  1S06,  Shi  man  Wat  ties  sold  him  a  yoke  of  oxen 
"which  he  agrees  to  allow  me  asnnieh  for  as  he  can 
sell  them  to  the  AIcAlpins  for  and  answer  the  same 
to  Lansing  at  .-Mbanj'  towaixlsthe  Mill  ]ilace  wliich 
I  bought  of  him  (  Lansing)  between  now  and  the 
last  of  August  next."  Martin  appears  to  have 
made  his  journey  to  the  State  Capital  in  a  convev- 
ance  drawn  by  these  oxen. 

Solomon  Martin's  wife  was  Susan  Scott  of  Cats- 
kill,  whom  he  married  in  170G.  In  1816  he  died, 
and  Mrs.  Martin  with  her  four  sous  and  her  un- 
married sister  continued  to  occupy  the  home  in 
Unadilla  for  many  years.  Tie  was  elected  Super- 
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visor  in  1798,  1799,  ISOO,  ISOl  and  1802.  He 
was  Sheriff  of  Otsego  County  from  1802  to  ISOG, 
and  v.'as  twice  a  Member  of  Assembly.  His  busi- 
ness relations  were  laige.  Among  plnintifls  in 
suits  before  Sluman  Wattles  in  and  about  the  year 
1794-,  Alartin  often  appears,  some  twenty-  suits 
and  confessions  of  judgment  in  his  behalf  being  en- 
tered. 

During  his  term  as  Slieriff,  Martin  became  associ- 
ated whh  a  murder  case  in  a  way  that  gave  his 
name  considerable  notoriet}'.  Stephen  Arnold  of 
Burlington  liad  so  severely  whipped  a  girl  six  years 
old  that  she  died  of  her  injuries.  Arnold  was  tried, 
convicted  and  sentenced  to  be  hanged.  On  the  day 
appointed  for  the  execution,  thousands  of  peoTile 
assembled  to  witness  it  in  an  open  held  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  in  Cooperstown.  An  address 
\vas  made  by  a  clergyman,  the  prisoner  spoke  a  few 
words,  Sherilf  Alartin  adjusted  tlie  rope,  nnd  then, 
while  the  assemblage  was  breathlessly  waiting  for 
the  hnal  scene,  Martin  produced  a  letter  from  Gov- 
ernor Lewis  granting  a  respite.  It  appeared  tliat 
this  letter  had  reached  IMartin  early  in  the  morn- 
ing and  it  was  now  past  noon.  His  excuse  for  his 
conduct  \\.-as  that  he  and  a  few  others  v.-hom  he 
had  consulted  thought  it  would  be  improper  to 
make  the  letter  public  except  on  the  scaffold. 

Solomon  Martin's  permanent  memorial  in  this 
village  is  the  stream  that  bears  his  name.  It  was 
formerly  dividedinto  two  slreamsrunning  through 
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village  lands,  and  then  coming  together,  tlius  form- 
ing an  island.  When  the  owners  of  land  on  and 
near  this  island  desired  to  erect  buildings  the3' 
thought  it  proper  that  the  brook  should  be  con- 
fined to  one  cl:armel,  a.nd  accordingly  attempted  so 
to  make  it. 

More  than  half  a  century  has  passed  since  that 
step  v.-as  taken,  but  the  stream  in  high  water  time 
is  still  true  to  its  old  time  habit :  the  brook  puslies 
out  to  the  westward  and  asserts  dominion  over  its 
old  time  territory.  All  the  etlbi'ts  of  two  genera- 
tions to  prevent  this  again  and  again  have  failed. 
Across  this  stream  on  Main  sti-eet  originally  stood 
a  wooden  bridge.  At  the  sides  horses  could  be 
driven  down  for  water.  A  stone  arched  bridge 
erected  a  great  nuiny  years  ago,  admirably  took  the 
place  of  this  primitive  structure  and  so  remained 
until  1893,  a  strilving  niomiiiieiil  of  the  care  with 
which  it  was  built. 

Solomon  Martin  for  many  years  iiad  a  sawmill 
on  this  brook.  It  stood  a  short  distance  above 
the  tannery  site  and  here  for  many  years  the  road 
came  to  an  end.  The  building  of  this  sawmill  goes 
back  of  the  vear  1706.  Solomon  Alartin,  his  score 
and  his  sawmill  v.-ere  long  since  gone.  Thej"  are  all 
forgotten  to  this  genera.tion.  A  dark  stone  slab 
markshis  burial  placein  St.  Matthew'schurchyard. 
Meanwhile  the  unruly  brook  remains  forever  to 
strengtlicn  recollections  of  his  name. 

Further  up  this  stream  other  sawmills  were  a f- 
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terwarcls  built.  What  was  the  clwelHng  liousc  ad- 
joining the-^e  mills  still  docs  duty  there  as  a  home 
on  a  different  site,  and  here  in  their  old  age  long 
lived  Lewis,  or  "Luke",  and  I'd  ward  Caruiichael. 
Beyond  that  siLe  Martin  l>rook  now  i)Ossc?se3  a 
newer  and  more  lasting  memorial  of  individual  en- 
terprise. Atliwart  the  stream  have  been  erected 
iniposiug  dams  of  stone  serving  reservoirs  and 
standing  as  lirm  and  permanent  as  the  hills  that 
form  their  abutments.  Solomon  Martin  had  been 
nearly  forty  years  in  his  grave  when  was  born  the 
citizen  of  Unadilla  who  in  that  secluded  ravine  was 
to  erect  tliesc  enduring  and  beneficent  structures, — 
Samuel  S.  Xorth. 

Gurdon  Huntington,  whose  home  for  many  years 
was  in  the  historic  building  tliat  still  stands  at  the 
corner  of  Main,  and  Mnrtin  I'rook  Streets,  came  to 
Unadilla  before  171*3,  and  heie  he  lived  until  1830. 
He  was  a  native  of  I'ranklin,  Connecticu'c,  Vvdiich 
lies  within  a  few  huurs'  w  alk  of  Lebanon,  Daniel 
Bissell's  ho;ne.  His  i'ather  was  Deacon  Darnal.ius 
Huntington,  and  he  beloTiged  to  the  si-\th  genera- 
tion, in  descent  from  Simon  Huntington,  a  noted 
early  emigrant  from  Englaml  whosailed  forthenew 
world  in  1033  with  his  wife  and  children,  and  on 
the  voyage  over  died  and  was  buried  at  sea.  From 
his  surviving  sons  a  very  distinguished  family  of 
descendants  were  to  be  raised  up  in  many  parts  of 
this  country— Samuel  v/ho  was  governor  of  Con- 
necticut and  a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
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pendence,  Saranel  nyIio  was  governor  of  Ohio, 
Daniel  the  artist,  and  Collis  P.,  the  railroad  mag- 
nate', whose  home  in  earh-  life  was  in  the  Susque- 
hanna Valley  at  Oneonta. 

Gurdon  Huntington  was  born  on  Julv  ord,  17G8. 
lie  was  educated  by  his  lather's  pastor,  the  Rev. 
I)r.  Xott.  One  of  his  schoolmates  was  that  Eli- 
phalet  Xott  who  rose  to  much  erainence  as  presi- 
dent of  Union  College.  The  boy  read  medicine  in 
Connecticut  and  then  came  to  Unadilla.  In  179S 
he  married  Esther,  the  only  daughter  of  Benjamin 
Martin  of  Woodbury,  Connecticut.  Benjamin  Mar- 
tin was  Solomon  Martin's  eldest  brother. 

Dr.  Huntington  "became  a  successful  and  de- 
servedly popular  physician"  in  Unadilla.  His 
practice  is  known  to  have  extciulcd  to  places  dis- 
tant forty  or  fifiy  miles  from  home,  and  one  mav 
v.'cll  believe  the  statemer.t  tb.at  "a  more  Vx-elcomc 
visitor  never  entered  those  scattered  homes."  In 
this  laborious  held  he  made  journeys  by  day  and 
night  and  often  wended  "his  solitary  way  along  al- 
most untrodden  paihs",  forded  unbridged  streams 
and  yet  was  a  "cheerful  and  happy  man",  as  well 
as  a  "skillful  and  prosperous  physician."  He  is 
said  to  have  accumulated  in  his  time  "a  handsome 
property."  He  was  a  man  of  genial  manners  and 
by  nature  companiouable. 

Dr.  Huntington  was  elected  supervisor  of  Una- 
dilla in  1S03  and  again  in  1S09  and  ISll.  For 
seven   years   he  was   town  clerk.     He   served   f<n:r 
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terms  in  the  Legislature— in  1805,  ISOG,  1&07  and 
ISOS.  In  1S13  he  removed  to  Cairo,  Greene 
County,  where  he  died  in  1S4-T  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine. 

In  this  early  pioneer  history,  otlier  names  besides 
these  are  found— Adam  Rifcnbark,  Seth  Abel,  Capt. 
Uriah  Hanford,  Jacob  Boult,  Abel  Case  and  Jonas 
Sliter.  Each  was  here  before  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury closed.  Capt.  Hanford  came  before  1706  and 
was  a  freeholder  in  1S09.  Jie  died  here  more  than 
thirty  years  afterwards,  lie  was  the  father  of 
Theodore  Hanford.  Jonas  Sliter  dates  as  far  back 
as  1795  and  probabh-  several  years  further.  He 
seems  to  have  belonged  to  tlie  familv  which  settled 
in  the  old  paper  mill  region  before  the  Revolu- 
tion. Perhaps  he  came  back  as  soon  as  the  war 
closed.  Seth  Abel  was  Hvijig  in  the  towji  before 
"i  79Sand  long  served  a::-tax.  collector  and  pathmas- 
ter.  Aljcl  Case  vvas  probably  here  l)cforc  tlie  cen- 
tury closed.  In  1S09  he  was  a  freeholder  and  in 
ISIO  a  commissioner  of  high-v.-a3's.  He  owned  land 
that  joined  Solomon  Martin's  and  was  one  of  the 
first  vestrymen  of  St.  Matthew's  Church.  Guido 
L.  Bisscll  worI>:ed  on  his  wagon  house  and  roofed 
over  his  barn  in  1800.  Jacol)  Boult  was  living  in 
the  village  in  1800  "near  the  bridge"  and  v.-as  still 
a  resident  in  lSo7.  Giles  Sisson  was  living  on  the 
river  road  above  the  village  before  iSOS.  Still  an- 
other name  is  William  Wheeler,  to  whom  in  1707 
Guiilo  L.  Bissel!  sold  "15  lights  of  s:ish  for  7  and 
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6  pence",  "290  feet  of  timber  for  10  shillings  ar,d 
1300  shingles  for  1  pound." 

Tlic  hfe  story  of  these  pioneers  is  really  n  his- 
tory' of  this  seLtlciueut  in  its  formative  period. 
Their  activities  widely  differed,  and  so  did  their  im- 
portance. But  all  were  among  the  first  pioneers 
and  thev  all  had  a  share  in  laving  the  foundations. 
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TWO    FROKTIEK    MERCHANTS. 
1800. 

Whilk  Solomon  Martin,  Gurtloii  Iluntinglou 
and  Guido  L.  Bissell  had  t.old  goods  in  Unadilla  be- 
fore the  century  closed,  the  first  merchants,  in  any 
large  and  permanent  sense,  were  Curtis  Noble  and 
Isaac  Hayes.  Among  settlers  who  came  after  the 
century  had  just  ended,  special  distinction  belongs 
to  both  men.  They  were  contemiiorar}'  in  their 
coming  with  the  building  of  the  turnpike,  and  both 
were  youn:;,  Mr.  Noble  lacing  t\vent3--fiYe  and  Mr. 
Ha3'es  twenty-four.  Here  the\-  reiuaijicd  in  part- 
nership until  Mr.  AoVjle  died  more  than  a  genera- 
tion afterwards.  Their  wiried  activities  extended 
far  along  the  valley  and  to  the  north  and  south  of 
it.  They  were  tyi)ical  frontier  merchants,  a  class 
of  wh.om  New  York  State  in  those  times  had  many 
examples — men  of  youthful  energy,  largeness  of 
aims,  honorable  purposes, capacity  for  toil  and  tine 
mercantile  instincts. 

Curtis  Noble  was  descended  from  Thomas  Noble, 

an   Englishman  wdio  readied    Boston  as   early   as 

1053.     r)escendants  of  Thomas  Noble   make  up   a 

genealogical  record  fdling  a  book  of  more  than  600 
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pages.     He    settled    in    Westfield,   Massachusetts, 
and  there  died  in  ITOi.     His  eldest  son,  Joliu,  was 
the  first   white  man  who   settled   in  New  iMilford, 
Conneetieut,   and   there   in  1750  was  born  John's. 
son  Elnathan,  and  in  1754-  liis  son  Jesse. 

Elnathan  Noble  In  1794-  bought  for  $750  a  farm 
of  100  acres  in  Otsego  Count\-  on  the  Butternut 
Creek  in  what  is  novv'  Xew  Lisbon.  When  he 
moved  to  the  farm  in  April  of  that  j'ear,  there  was 
a  log  house  on  it  ten  feet  by  twelve,  with  an  elm 
bark  roof  and  a  chimne}-  of  sticks  and  clay.  In  a 
cart  covered  with  tow  cloth  and  dravrn  b}-  two 
yoke  of  oxen  he  arrived  early  in  I^Iay  with  Johanna 
Bostwiek,  his  wife,  and  their  one  daughter  and 
four  sons,  finding  the  land  heavily  timbered,  the 
settlers  few,  and  these  chieliy  Dutch  or  German. 

Here  Elnathan  Noble  lived  until  his  death  in 
182-1-,  his  funer:d  being  conducted  by  the  Rev.  ]')an- 
iel  Nash,  known  better  as  "Father"  Nash,  with 
whom  he  had  long  co-operated  in  support  of  the 
Episcopal  faith.  Jesse  had  followed  him  to  New 
Lisbon,  and  Jesse's  son  Thomas  foiuid  in  Uuadilla 
a  wife  in  Eliza  .\nn  Beach,  daughter  of  Abijah  H. 
Beach,  by  whom  he  had  eiglit  sons,  Whitney  B., 
George  N.,  I^dward  B.,  Thomas  IL,  Carrington  T., 
John  Henry  and  Clark.  Jesse's  daughter  Hetty  be- 
came the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Russell  Wheeler,  the  first 
rector  of  St.  Matthew's  church  in  Unadilla. 

Elnathan  Noble's  eldest  son  Curtis  did  not  go  to 
Xev/  Lisbon  with  his  father.     He  had  already   en- 
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tered  upon  a  mercantile  life  at  New  Milford  in  the 
store  of  Klijah  Boardman,  where  olso  had  been  em- 
ployed his  future  partner,  Isaac  Mayes,  and  there 
Curtis  Noble  reraaiaed  uutil  IbOO  when  he  and  Mr. 
Hayes  formed  their  partnership  and  set  out  for 
Unadilla.  In  that  year  Air.  Noble  married  Mr. 
Ha^'es's  sister,  Ann,'),  who  survived  him  until  1865 
when  she  died  at  eighty-four. 

Mr.  Hayes  was  born  in  177G.  His  father  was 
Thomas  Hayes  of  llminster,  Somersetshire,  Eng- 
land. Mr.  Hayes  in  179S  was  sent  by  Mr,  Board- 
man  to  the  Western  Reserve  of  Connecticut,  novv'  a 
part  of  Ohio,  inidcr  contract  to  clear  up  a  tract  of 
land,  sow  grain  and  otherwise  prepare  the  way  for 
settlers.  These  lands  were  in  the  present  town- 
ship of  Medina. 

Early  in  ISOO  Mr.  Hayes  had  returned  to  Nev.' 
Alilfurd  arid  enicrcd  iritohis  agrceiiient  with  Curtis 
Noble  to  conduct  a  business  "as  merchants  or 
sliopkcej)crs  in  the  State  of  New  York  at  such  place 
as  may  b\-  them  be  thought  most  proper  under  llie 
name  and  lirm  of  Noble  and  Hayes  for  a  term  of 
time  not  less  than  ten  years."  They  contributed 
each  at  the  beginning  one  thousand  dollars.  Air. 
Hayes  was  soon  afterwards  to  increase  his  amount, 
while  Mr.  Noble  had  tlie  privilege  of  doing  so. 
Each  was  to  "devote  his  wdiole  time  and  attention 
to  the  business,  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  com- 
pany."* 

•  The  original  articles  of  a j;reenient  are  <;tlll  in  the  poiseisijn  of  d'tscciiJ- 
ants  of  Mr.  Hayci. 
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Instead  often  years  this  partnershij)  continued  lor 
nearly  forty.  Formal  settlc-miut  was  fmalh-  made 
in  1S41  with  George  PI.  Xol^le  and  Charles  C. 
Noble  as  executors  of  their  father's  estate. 

These  Unadilla  ])'.oneers  cinne  by  wa}-  of  Catskill, 
the  turnpike  being  then  in  process  of  construction. 
On  reaching  the  river  they  stopped  at  the  Wattles's 
Ferry  hotel  and  soon  concluded  that  the  lands 
across  the  stream  offered  the  most  promising  site 
the}'  had  seen  for  their  enterprise.  Here  was  the 
terminus  of  the  turnpike  over  which  their  goods 
could  be  brought  from  Catskill  and  from  here 
do\%-n  the  Susquehanna  could  be  sent  in  boats  the 
produce  of  the  eoimtry  wliich  they  expected  to  ac- 
quire in  exchange  for  goods. 

Their  first  stock  of  goods  arrived  on  a  Saturdav, 
wh.eu  tliey  were  living  in  the  liouse  afterwards 
called  the  Priest  house,  a  close  copy  of  the  Gurdon 
Huntington  hou^e.  It  occupied  the  site  of  the 
present  Horace  Eells  residence.  In  one  of  the 
rooms  of  this  dwelling  the  goods  were  opened  and 
on  the  following  Monday  Mr.  Hayes  on  horseback 
nuule  a  tour  of  the  Ouleout  country  and  the  upper 
Susquehanna,  announcing  to  all  the  inhabitants 
that  a  new  store  had  been  opened.  Solomon  Mar- 
tin, who  had  a  rival  store,  predicted  disaster  for 
tlie  new  firm.  But  Mr.  Ila.ves's  tour  brought  a 
crowd  of  customers  at  once  and  a  large  trade  was 
soon  secured. 

In  the  following  year  the  firm  wag  able  to  send  a 
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large  quantity  of  local  produce  to  Catskill  and  Bal- 
timore. Pearl  and  pot  aslies,  pork,  bacon,  wheat, 
cattle,  dried  apples  atid  eventu;\lly  whiskey  became 
staple  articles  of  export.  An  old  account  book 
records  that  in  ISOS  ]Mr.  Xoble,  on  one  occasion, 
sold  30  barrels  of  pot  ashes  "for  cash  in  York", 
and  in  1809,  "5SS  pounds  of  rags."  Sliipmcnts  to 
Catskill  were  made  by  well  known  residents  of  the 
town— John  I'ooler,  John  Carley,  Aaron  Axtell, 
James  Hughston  and  others.  The  business  eventu- 
ally grew  to  large  proportions.  Wheat,  r^ve  and 
corn  were  grown  in  vast  quantities  and  everyone 
was  overburdened  with  the  stock  on  hand.  In  a 
single  u'cek  the  firm  was  known  to  ship  to  Catsk.ill 
3,000  bushels  of  wheat,  which  meant  90  sleigh- 
loads.  Tliese  circumstances  forced  the  finn  into 
distilling  rye  and  corn  into  wliiskey,  n.nd  for  this 
jiuqicise  the  <iouc  bitilding,  nUerv/ards  used  as  a 
tanricry  was  erected. 

Between  I'nadilla  and  Baltimore  regular  ark 
loads  of  produce  made  journeys  down  the  river. 
As  described  to  ihe  author  b}-  the  late  Clark  I. 
Hayes,  these  arks  were  from  20  to  30  feet  long  and 
from  15  to  20  feet  wide,  the  depth  being  from  ?>  to 
4  feet.  Boats  similar  to  them  were  in  general  use 
on  inland  waters  at  that  period.  On  the  Mohawk 
the  favorite  boat  was  called  the  Schenectady  boat, 
which  was  "  a  broad  and  shallow  scow  some  ."JO 
feet  in  length  steered  by  a  swee]i  oar  of  4-0  feet  and 
pushed  upstream  by  man  power."     On  these  boats 
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when  the  river  was  high  10  tons  of  height  could  be 
carried, 

Tlie  ark  proper  wa?.  the  invention  of  a  Pennsjd- 
vania  fanner  nanu'd  Krvder  living  on  the  Jnniota. 
In  1702,  when  Hour  and  lumber  were  derir,  lie  first 
resorted  to  this  kind  of  boat  in  order  to  reach  Bal- 
timore, and  thus  lealized  an  excellent  profit.  The 
ark  afterwards  came  into  very  general  nse  all 
along  the  upper  as  well  as  the  lower  Susquehanna. 
In  favorable  water  SO  miles  a  day  could  be  tra- 
versed. Mr.  Krvder's  first  ark  carried  300  barrels 
of  tlour.  Later  ones  were  large  enough  to  bear  the 
weight  of  500  barrels.  It  was  by  means  of  these 
boats  that  the  vast  grain  product  of  Central  and 
Western  New  York  was  forraan}-  years  transported 
to  southern  markets. 

The  arks  of  Noble  and  Hayes  were  loaded  at  a 
cut:  in  the  river  baiik  tliar  may  siill  lie  secii  oppo- 
site their  old  store.  Having  been  hauled  near  the 
bank,  planks  were  tlirown  out  to  the  arks  from  the 
shore.  In  seasons  when  the  water  was  at  its  most 
favorable  stage, — which  was  usuall3'  falling  high 
water  that  cnal)led  a  boat  to  be  kept  in  the  centre 
of  the  stream, — loading  was  done  at  other  poir,ts 
in  order  to  start  several  arks  at  one  time.  .\11  the 
products  of  the  coinitry  went  down  the  river  in 
these  arks — at  least  all  for  which  a  market  existed 
at  the  end  of  the  journc}'.  They  were  loaded  suf- 
liciently   well    to   draw   from   20  to   24-   inches   of 

water.     From  three   to  five  of  them  were   usually 
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coupled  togetlier  in  line  and  placed  in  charge  of  an 
experienced  pilot  who  understood  the  course  and 
currents  of  the  stream.  Men  with  long  oars  steered 
them  at  each  end  of  the  line  under  directions  from 
the  pilot. 

Lumber  intended  for  Baltimore  went  in  rafts 
which  were  put  together  at  places  along  the  river 
where  some  quiet  eddy  could  be  found  near  a  saw- 
mill. One  of  the  best  spots  of  this  kind  near  Una- 
dilla  was  the  eddy  below  tlie  Condcusery  which 
formerly  covered  a  large  territor\-  that  has  since 
been  filled  in  by  the  action  of  the  water,  leaving 
scarcely  a  trace  of  the  water  area  tliat  formerlv  ex- 
isted. After  making  their  sales  in  Baltimore,  Mr. 
Hayes  or  Mr.  Noble  went  on  to  Xew  York  to  pur- 
chase goods,  shipping  them  by  way  of  the  turn- 
pike. 

Kefu.se  griun  from  the  Xobk'  nnd  Hayes  distillery 
was  fed  to  ccittic  and  hogs.  It  was  a  common 
thing  to  slaughter  from  200  to  300  hogs  in  the  fall, 
and  to  feed  half  that  number  of  cattle  through  the 
winter.  In  th^jtime  of  Jelferson's  Embargo  the  firm 
met  with  heavy  losses.  Mr.  Hayes  used  to  tell 
how  a  supply  of  crockery  that  had  cost  $1200  just 
before  the  Embargo  was  raised  was  afterwards 
worth  only  $112. 

When  the  Embargo  was  imposed  however,  it  not 

only  affected  the  stock  of  mereh.tnts  favorably  but 

the  farmer's  produce  unfavoral)ly.     Grist  mills  had 

been  busy  with  heavy  crops  all  through  thcaulunm 
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of  1S07  in  anticipation  of  high  prices,  due  to  the 
foreign  demand;  but  when  the  ports  were  closed, 
the  demand  ceased  and  farmers  often  fovuid  them- 
selves in  possession  of  a  staj^le  ai  tick  for  which 
they  could  not  get  the-  cost  of  the  labor  put  into  it 
— the  sowing,  reaping  and  grinding.  The  loss  in 
New  England  to  each  family  because  of  this  meas- 
ure was  reckoned  in  J.S08  to  be  about  $100. 
Thousands  of  men  were  ruined  b_v  it,  and  notices  of 
sheriff's  sales  covered  tavern  doors  and  guide  posts 
at  forked  roads.  Men  in  those  days  could  be  sent 
to  jail  for  debt  and  thus  in  New  York  City  during 
a  period  of  less  than  a  year  1300  persons  were 
imprisoned.  That  city  has  been  described  as 
looking  "like  a  town  ravished  by  pestilence." 
Streets  were  deserted  and  grass  grew  on  the 
wharves. 

I>^aac  Hayes  in  1  SO  1.  built  tlie  house  in  u'lrleh  his 
son  so  long  lived — the  house  still  occupieii  by  de- 
scendants of  his.  It  was  for  many  years  regarded 
as  the  finest  residence  on  the  road  between  Catr.kill 
and  Ithaca.  This  may  readilv  be  believed,  for  in 
ISO^  tb.e  common  dsvcliing  house  was  a  log  hut, 
while  the  three  "\"ellow  houses",  then  standing  in 
the  village,  one  of  which  the  Huntington  house 
still  survives,  were  fine  modern  residences.*  Mr. 
Hayes's  house  for  that  time  was  indeed  a  palatial 
coiaitry  mansion.     A  remarkable  feature  of  it  was 

*The  third  of  the:e  houves  occupied  the  sl;t  of  the  Owens,  or  Salmon  G. 
Cone  resiJ'-iice,  destroye  J  by  fire  some  twenty  years  a^o. 
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the  height  of  the  rooms,  as  may  still  be  seen  ;  they 
are  as  high  as  rooms  in  many  dwellings  of  our  day. 
Remarkable  also  was  the  design  of  the  house — the 
elevation,  the  mantels,  above  all  the  circular  stair- 
way. In  the  existence  heie  of  that  edifice  in  those 
early  days  lay  a  sign  of  the  culture  which  someone 
has  said  "corrects  the  theory  of  success." 

On  the  island  opposite  thi.-  house  formerly  ex- 
isted a  race-course.  It  docs  not  appear  to  have 
been  in  use  long,  however, — jun-haps  not  for  more 
than  two  seasons.  A  temporary  foot  bridge  was 
erected  across  the  stream,  made  of  planks  resting 
upon  benches  having  legs  lone  enough  to  keep  the 
planks  above  water.  This  bridge  was  wide  enough 
for  two  persons  to  pass.  After  the  races  were  over 
it  was  removed.  Horse?  and  carriages  reached  the 
island  by  the  fordwa}'. 

Mr.  Hayes's  activities  in  t'his  commuTiity,  apart 
from  his  n^ercantile  business,  \vere  wide  and  varied. 
He  was  pr>stmaster  lor  many  years,  supervisor 
in  1803,  and  for  seven  other  years,  and  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  in  3S11  and  in  five  otlier  years. 
He  had  an  im]iortant  share  in  tnunding  St.  Mat- 
thew's Church.  He  had  come  irom  the  liome  of 
Congregationrdism  and  did  not  embrace  the  Epis- 
copal faith  until  some  years  after  he  came  to  Una- 
dilla,  when  he  joined  with  others  in  promoting  the 
services  held  by  "Father"  Nash.  He  was  avestrj'- 
man.v.-arden  and  treasurer  of  the  Church  for  many 
years  ar.d  was  senior  warden  at  the  time  of  his 
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death,  which  occurred  in  1S57  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
3'ears  and  ten  months. 

Isaac  Ha^'es'p  wifcwc'-s  Sarah,  daughter  of  Bcn- 
jainiu  S.  Mygatt,  of  Ncwivlih^ord.  To  the  same 
famih'  belonged  the  late  Ilcnrv'  R.  Mygatt  of  Ox- 
ford and  his  sister,  Airs.  Frederick  A.  Sands,  of 
Unadilla.  The  two  famihes  of  Noble  and  Halves,  as 
ah'eady  shown,  were  rehited  bj-  marriage,  Airs. 
Noble  being  Air.  Hayes's  sister.  No  famiU'  ac- 
counts were  kept  at  the  store;  each  took  what  it 
needed.  Eventually  the  two  family  houKS  con- 
tained twenty  children.  One  of  these  children  sur- 
vived elsewhere  until  1S02 ;  when  he  died  in  Ben- 
nington, Vermont,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three. — ^Joel 
AI.  Hayes. 

Thomas  HaN'c?  of  Ilminster  had  seven  children 
besides  Isaac.  Tliey  were  .Vbraham.  Polly,  Jacob, 
Ilariuah.,  HanicI  C.  and  Thomas.  Abraliam's 
daughter  Anna  married  Dr.  David  Wrdker,  wlu) 
succeedetl  Dr.  Ilniiiington  as  the  occupant  of  the 
"yellow  house",  and  whose  brother  I'raneis  built 
the  house  across  the  street  that  was  long  the  hon.ie 
of  the  late  Henry  S.  Woodruff.  Dr.  Walker  lived  in 
I'nadillaaslateas  183."),  and  iinally  died  in  the  West. 
A  dauglvcer  of  Jacob  Hayes,  Julia  Ann,  became  tlie 
wife  of  Col.  A.  D.  Williams,  for  many  years  a  mer- 
chant in  Unadilla,  of  whom  more  will  be  sa.id  here- 
after. 

Is.aac  Hayes's  slaughter  Sarah  .\nn,  who  was 
born  in  1S13,  l^ccame  the  wife  of  tlie  Rev.  Louis 
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LeGrand  Noble,  a  cousin  of  Curtis  Noble,  whose 
earcer  as  a  clergyman  began  in  the  liistoric  St. 
Peter's  Ciiurch  in  Albany  and  included  successive 
charges  in  Nortli  Carolin.;!,  Catskill,  Chicago, 
Glens  Falls  and  Piudson  City,  New  Jersey.  He  be- 
came in  1872  professor  of  English  literature  in  St. 
Stephen's  college  at  Annandale.  He  was  a  friend 
of  Thomas  Cole,  the  artist,  became  one  of  liis  ex- 
ecutors, edited  his  papers,  and  wrote  his  life. 

Like  Mr.  Hayes,  Curtis  Noble  was  active  in  many 
affairs  apart  from  h.is  own  business.  He  was  sup- 
ervisor in  1825  and  1820  and  held  the  office  of 
town  clerk  for  a  longer  period  than  any  other  citi- 
zen of  the  village  has  ever  done — from  1805  to 
1S2-1-.  A  story  that  has  survived  to  this  day  is 
that  he  oticc  brought  down  with  his  gun  from  the 
top  of  a  pine  tree  a  Susquehanna  shad.  This  v<'as 
strictly  true.  He  had  shut  a  hawk  and  with  the 
hawk  fell  a  shad  wb.icli  the  liawk  had  takcTi  from 
the  river. 

Curtis  Noble's  eldest  sou  was  Col.  George  H. 
Noble,  whose  wife  was  Sherman  Page's  daughter, 
Elizabeth  Butler.  He  was  a  man  of  extensive 
knowledge  and  deeply  impressed  those  who  knew 
him.  For  some  time  he  v.'as  engaged  in  business  in 
the  brick  store  at  Main  and  Depot  Streets.  The 
stone  part  of  the  Arnold  residence  was  built  bj' 
him.  Colonel  Noble  at  one  tinic  edited  a  paper 
called  the  Unadilla  News.  In  1810,  Edward  H. 
Graves  had  sto.rteda  paper  called  the  Susquehanna 

as 
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Nc^YS,  which  Col.  Noble  purchased  of  him  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  and  clianged  the  iiarue.  After  a  brief 
career  it  was  follo^^  ed  bj'  the  Weekly  Courier,  of 
which  Kdsoii  S.  Jeiiiiitigfc  was  editor.*  Colonel 
Noble  died  in  1S47  at  the  age  of  forty-two. 

Curtis  Noble's  second  son  Avas  Charles  Curtis,  a 
graduate  of  Union  College  who  became  a  lawyer  at 
Owcgo,  but  after  his  father's  death  returned  to 
Unadilla.  He  was  County  Judge  in  1843,  and  a 
Member  of  Assembly  in  lS-1-9.  He  died  in  1S51  at 
the  age  of  forty-five,  while  on  a  visit  to  Owcgo, 
where  he  hoped  a  chnnge  of  air  might  improve  his 
health.  By  way  of  Deposit,  the  bod3'  was  brought 
back  to  Unadilla  by  rail  and  from  Bainbridge  a 
funeral  train  of  thirty  carriages  conveA-ed  it  to  Una- 
dilla. His  stone  law  office,  near  the  house  where 
his  -svidovv-  long  aftrvwaids  lived,  st;i!ids  as  a  fa- 
miliar relic  of  his  career. 

His  Y^-idow  survived  unt  il  Jul}'  13,  IS'JO.  She  was 
a  large-minded,  gifted  woman.  Few  like  her  have 
dwelt  so  long  in  this  valley.  She  was  born  in  Owego 
in  October  ISOS  and  v/as  married  in  1S3-4-,  becom- 
ing the  mother  of  six  clilldren,  three  of  whom  grcAv 
to  raaturit}-  ;ind  one  to  the  age  of  tifiecn.     All  these 

*  A  third  paf.er  called  the  I'nadilla  Herald  was  started  a  few  years  later 
with  Willi-imH.  Hav.ley  as  editor.  It  lived  about  a  year.  Nearly  ten 
years  afterward-;,  f>r  in  185^,  the  Unadilla  Times  made  its  appearance  with 
a  Scotchman  from  Schohaiio  for  its  editor.  He  was  succeeded  by  E.  S, 
Watson,  and  Mr,  Watson,  in  1S57,  by  Cieorv.e  B.  Fellows,  who  made  a 
longer  stay,  ci'nductinc  the  paper  iir.td  the  close  of  the  Civil  War,  when 
followed  in  their  turn  Oeorpe  K.  Beadle,  Gilbert  A,  Dodee,  A.  J.  L^arlow, 
William  H.  Parsons,  L.  S.  i.itilc,  Robert  ]'.  >ur.ivr.:i,  Benjamin  P,  Ripley 
ar.d  George  D.  Raiit. 
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children  soon  passed  a\Ya_v  in  the  steps  of  their 
father.  "With  tlie  finest  resignation,  IMrs.  Noble 
bore  these  rc-curriug  afllictions  which  left  her  for 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  eenturj'  a  solitary-  figure 
in  the  home  wliere  lier  3-oung  life  had  been  spent. 
One  who  knew  her  long,  wlien  writing  of  her  early 
life,  described  her  as  "the  centre  of  a  large  social 
circle  and  thebriglitest  intellectual  force  within  it." 
It  was,  indeed,  women  like  her  who  could  make  one 
realize  what  Steele  meant  when  he  said  of  Lad^v 
Elizabeth  Hastings  that  "to  love  her  was  a  liben'il 
education." 

Curtis  Noble's  daughter  Harriet  Amelia,  tlie 
widow  of  Hen-ry  11.  Howard,  was  long  the  sole 
survivor  of  A.Ir.  Noble's  tamily  in  tbe  village.  Mr. 
Howard  was  a  ciLlzeii  of  tiie  village  for  nearh' 
sixty-tlve  years:  lie  came  in  1S27  ar.d  dle.l  iu  IS'.-J. 
He  v.-as  a  native  of  Aladisoti  County,  his  fatbiCr 
being  Samuel  Hrjward  a  native  of  Bridgewatcr, 
Massachusetts.  He  married  Harriet  Noble  in 
1S37,  their  only  surviving  cliild  lacing  Dr.  Frederick 
S.  Howard  of  Ncn\'  York-.  Men  a.nd  women  can 
now  recall  the  Fourtli  of  Ju.ly  eelel)r;itions  of  their 
childhood  to  whicl;  Mr.  Howard  usually  contri- 
but.'.-d  the  balloons  made  b\'  him  on  his  ov.m  j.^rem- 
ises.  He  was  a  man  of  l)riglit  and  original  niind, 
capable  f)f  varied  and  forceful  v.dt,  and  had  consid- 
erable knowledge  of  huirmn  nature. 

Curtis  Noble  liad  aV-roth.cr  namc'l  Elnathan  who 
went  from  New  Lisbon  to  Mieh.igrin  in  1S33, 
4(1 


DR.     N\  I  L  LI S     t D S 0  S  . 

where  he  p;a.YC  to  a  town  in  Livingston  Connty, 
the  name  of  Unadilln,*  and  a  sister  named  Sally 
who  in  1S08  was  married  to  Dr.  Willis  Edson.  Dr. 
Edson  was  a  native  of  Pittsneld,  Massachusetts. 
He  read  mcdieine  with  the  famous  Dr.  White  of 
Cherry  Valley  and  in  3  815  came  to  Unadilla,  where 
he  died  in  1823  at  the  age  of  forty,  leaving  a  son 
Willis  who  was  long  in  business  here. 

A  daughter  of  Dr.  Edson  v.-as  the  wife  of  Col. 
Robert  Hughston  who  led  a  regiment  to  the  front 
in  the  Civil  War.  Col.  Hughston  v/as  descended 
from  the  Ouleout  pioneer  and  spent  many  years  on 
the  farm  where  a  bridge  crosses  that  sti-eam  to  the 
lands  that  were  taken  up  after  the  Revolution  by 
Timotby  Beach.  Dr.  Edson's  son  Darwin  was  the 
father  of  William  D.  Edson,  the  author's  friend  and 
schoolmate,  who  ]iracticcd  lav«-  in  Unndilla  for 
sonic  ycar^.  and  afiAiAvards  joined  otlu'r  men  from 
the  \-iIlage  in  fmding  a  vt-w  h.ome  in  the  "zenith 
city  of  the  unsalted  seas."  In  that  distant  tov.'n 
Mr.  Edson  is  now  Cicv  ludge. 

•  Another  town  named  after  l';iaou!a  lies  in  Otoe  County,  Nebrask,^.  It 
was  laid  out  by  men  who  fonnerly  lived  i:i  the  older  town,  the  first  hou.s 
being  erect;d  there  in  i3/2. 
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EAKLY    TO^VK    MEETINGS,    KOATJS 
AXD     EOXJSES. 

1787-1810. 

Otsego  County  wo?  formei-ly  part  of  JNIontgoni- 
ery.  Montgomery  had  before  been  called  Try  on 
County  after  tiic  Colonial  Governor,  William 
Tryou.  Governor  Trs'on  became  a  Tory  during 
the  Revolution  and  hence  tlie  charige  in  name.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  Montgomcr}'  embraced  lands 
enough  to  have  formed  a  small  state — the  lands 
tliat  now  coin]iri^r  the  couulic:"  of  .^.lontgomcry, 
Otsego,  Ilerkinik.!-,  b'nlti^^n,  Jlamillon,  St.  Law- 
rence, Lewis,  OsY.ego,  JciTcrson  and  parts  of  Dela- 
ware, Oneida  and  Scliohai-ie. 

Otsego  was  formed  from  Montgomery-  in  1701, 
but  the  need  for  a  division  of  the  large  territory 
comprising  Montgomery  liad  been  felt  soon  after 
it  was  set  off  from  Albany  County  in  1772  under 
the  name  of  Tryon.  The  Legislative  Council  in 
1775  set  apart  a  certain  tract  called  the  Old  Eng- 
land district,  in  which  were  included  settlements 
on  the  Unadilla  Kiver  and  Butternut  Creek  :  under 
this  name  the  tract  was  known  during  the  Revolu- 
tion. After  the  war,  it  was  reorganized  under  the 
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same  nainc  with  new  officers  and  so  continued  un- 
til Otsego  was  set  off  in.  1791  and  tlu-n  the  name 
disappeared. 

Otsego  first  comprised  only  two  townB — the 
towns  called  Otsego  and  Cherrj'  Yalle_v,  but  in 
1792  the  town  of  Otsego  was  divided  and  the 
name  Unadilla  was  given  to  its  southern  half.  In 
that  town  of  Unadilla  were  then  enibraced  lands 
that  have  since  been  made  to  constitute  seven 
Otsego  County  towns,  and  which  by  the  census  of 
1890  had  a  population  of  20,02'i,  divided  as  fol- 
lows: Butternuts,  2,723;  Morris,  1,920;  Milford, 
2,051;  Laurens,  1,659;  Oneonta,  8,01S ;  Otego, 
1,S40;  Unadilla,  2,723;  Oneonta  Village,*  being 
not  only  the  largest  comnumit}'  in  Otsego  County, 
but  the  largest  l)etwecn  Albany  and  Binghamton. 
"When  Oneonta  was  first  taken  oiT  from  Unadilla, 
it"  was  n;iraed  Otego  from  the  creek  that  still  flows 
across  its  territory' — the  Wautcghe  Creek  of  e;irlier 
times. 

The  division  of  the  Unadilla  territory  began  in 
179G  v/hen  Butternut?  (with  lands  afterwards 
taken  from  Butternuts  and  called  Morris  ),  Oneon- 
ta, (  including  lands  that  atterwards  were  taken 
from  Oneonta  to  make  Laurens  ),and  Milford  were 
erected  as  separate  towns.  The  present  Otego 
laiids  remained  a  ])art  of  Unadilla  until  1S22.  This 
division   found   its  jastiiication    in   the  growth  of 

*  Origi!:al'y  cillc-d  Milforjville  .-\n'_!  chanfrei!  to  Onerint.i  in  IS30.  Early 
land  p:ipers  spell  ihc  word  I  »n.:hr.c(iton.  Richard  Smith  wrote  it  Onoyar- 
enton. 
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population  which  had  been  surprisingly  large  be- 
fore the  ISth  centnry  closed.  As  early  as  1794, 
Otsego  Counts"  \Yas  able  to  cast  1,4S7  votes  for 
Memljcr  of  Cougress.  vdiicli  wouid  mean  a  popula- 
tion of  probably  more  than  10,000.  Tlie  town  of 
Otsego  alone  in  1705  had  2,160  male  inhabitants 
above  the  age  of  sixteen.  Six  years  later  the  entire 
county  contained  21,3-13  souls.  Spafford  in  1S13, 
which  was  before  Otego  Vv'as  taken  off,  credited  the 
town  of  Uuadilla  with  a  population  of  1,-1-26,  and 
the  taxable  property  was  valued  at  S14l,S96. 
Unadilla  had  five  distilleries  and  fourteen  school- 
houses.     The  land  v^•as  "held  in  i\-c." 

A  study  of  the  records  of  this  town  of  Unadilla, 
as  contained  in  a  huge  pigskin-bound  volume,  now 
in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk,  sheds  interesting 
light  on  many  aspects  of  frontier  life.  It  contains 
the  record  of  tlic  town  riiceling  ludtj  in  179u,  which- 
met  in  the  house  of  Daniel  Bisscll,  on  tlie  site  of  the 
present  residence  of  Sanniel  D.  Bacon,  which  for  so 
many  years  was  the  home  of  Dr.  Evar.der  Odell. 
This  meeting  was  ]iresided  over  liy  Xaili;iniel  Wat- 
tles of  Wattlcs's  Ferry.  David  Baits  was  elected 
supervi-^or  and  Gurdon  Huntington  town  clerk.  It 
was  voted  that  the  next  tovrn  meeting  should  also 
be  held  in  Daniel  Bissell's  house,  but  later  meetings 
held  their  sessions  ''in  the  schoolhouse  near  Datiicl 
Bissell's."  In  1708  the  house  of  Solomon  Martin 
was  used  ;  in  several  other  years  the  schoolhouse. 

Suggestions  were  often  made  t!i,at  niectings  be 
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held  outside  the  village,  beeause  of  the  long  dis- 
tances which  many  persons  Jiad  traveled  for  the 
earlier  meetings.  In  1817,  and  some  other  years, 
voters  assembled  at  the  hotise  of  Capt.  Elisha  S. 
Saunders,  several  miles  np  the  river.  ^Motions 
were  afterwards  made  that  meetings  take  place  on 
the  Unadilla  river,  in  the  paper  mill  country,  and 
in  Unadilla  Centre,  but  these  were  lost. 

At  the  meeting  in  1797  it  w;is  voted  that  "the 
town  win  beat  the  expense  of  sending  after  Esquire 
Scramling,  or  some  other  magistrate,  to  qualify 
the  town  officers",  and  in  1797  that  "the  town 
v^-ill  allow  the  Town  Clerk  five  dollars  for  his  ser- 
vices for  the  last  year."  The  same  sum  was  voted 
in  1803  to  Solomon  Martin  and  David  Baits  for 
"services  done  heretofore  as  supervisors  of  this 
town."  Lawful  fences  were  declared  to  be  those 
"foi!!'  feet  n.ine  inches  high",  v,"ith  the  '~]^oles  or 
rails  not  more  than  six  inches  asunder."  Earmarks 
were  registered  as  follows:  Abner  Griffitli,  "slots 
in  the  right  ear";  Daniel  Bissell,  "a  sfjuare  crop 
on  ear,  with  a  half  penny  on  the  under  side  of  the 
left  car";  John  Sisson,  "a  hole  through  the  nght 
ear  and  a  half  penny  the  underside  of  the  left"; 
William  Fitch,  "a  half  pennj'  under  side  each  ear." 

It  was  voted  that  hogs  "  with  yokes  eight  inches 
long  above  the  neck  and  ftnir  inches  below  be  al- 
lowed to  run  as  free  commoners",  and  that  "the 
town  will  give  for  each  wolf  killed  within  the  limits 
thereof  forty  shillings."     Wolves  seem  to  have  been 
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plentiful  until  a  rather  late  period.  Dr.  Odell  in 
1S72  said  men  were  then  living  \\-lio  could  remem- 
ber the  site  of  the  railroad  station  in  the  village  a.s 
"a  tangled  thicket  from  vrhich  the  cry  of  the  pan- 
ther and  ho>vl  of  the  wolf  were  frcq'icntlv  heard." 

In  179G  the  number  of  persons  assessed  in  l^na- 
dilla  was  ninety-nine;  the  total  real  and  personal 
property  was  set  down  at  £2,275,  and  the  tax  at 
£52.  A  year  later  the  persons  assessed  numbered 
lOG;  the  property  was  $12,04-5  in  value  and  the 
taxes  were  $370.  In  ISOS  a  memorandum  de- 
clared the  number  of  "Quakers  returned  In  this 
town,  1,  viz:  Stephen  Wilber,  tax  ^-i." 

Signs  of  the  discontent,  due  to  an  incouvenientl}' 
large  town,  which  eventually  led  to  taking  off 
Hnntsville  ( Otego )  from  Unadilla  were  seen  ver^- 
early.  One  was  the  holding  of  the  tcn.vu  meeting 
at  the  liL-use  of  Captain  S.aunders ;  anoiher  was  a 
proposal  iu  1817  to  divide  Unadilla  by  addi:ig  to 
Chenango  County  "all  i hat  part  lying  in  Upton's 
Patent",  which  was  the  valkw  of  the  Unadilla 
River,  and  coming  east  to  the  "west  end  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Unadilla."  This  jiroposal  emanated  from 
"the  western  portion  of  the  town."  But  the  town 
meeting  of  1817  resolved  to  "use  all  due  diligence 
to  prevent  such  division."  Nine-tenths  of  the  peo- 
ple were  declared  to  be  opposed  to  it,  its  strongest 
advocates h-ingoutsidethe  town,  and  their  motives 
being  "to  divide  and  distract  the  citi/.ens  of  our 
territor>'." 
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Some  twcnty-tlve  years  after  Otse-o  Couatv  was 
formed  a  project  was  started  for  settino-  off  a  new 
county  co;npnsing  ^.arts  of  Otse^^o,  Chenan-o  and 
Delaware,  and  to  be  called  the  Countv  of  UntidiHa 
^vith  tlie  village  of  Unadilla  as  the  cotmtv  .eat.  In 
1818,  the  sum  of  $2r,0  was  voted  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  a  committee  while  attending  the  Le-is'a 
ture  "for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  new  countv^" 
Other  papers  on  this  subieet  may  be  found  in  ihe 
feUite  arcmves  down  to  a  period  so  late  as  185G 

In  1802  It  was  resolved  that  the  town  should 
have  two  pounds.  One  was  to  stand  "not  to  ex- 
ceed hah  a  mile  from  Hubbell's  Alills,  so-called,  and 
the  other  within  half  a  nnle  of  Yates's  Ferrv,  so- 
called.  The  two  were  to  be  built  of  "lo-s  tolled 
up  m  form  or  manner  of  a  house.''  William  Potter 
was   toor   Master  in    1793,    and    in    October  he 

charged  ihe  town  with  "a  winding  sheet  for  F 

nvelveslul!n:gs-,and"forF 's  attendance  and 

doctnne  L3,  12s.  3d."     In  March  1794,  he  receive.l 
as  license  money  $10  each  from  Isaac  Gate.    Na 
than  Hill  and  Barrett  Ovcrheyscr,  and  in  1795  Ihe 
same  from  nine  other  person^. 

First  among  enterprises  having  in  vieu-he  -eu- 
eral  good  came  roads  whicli  at  the  start  were  nu-re 
cleanngs  through  the  forests.  Abovcall  things  the 
scattered  settlements  in  the  upper  vallev  needed 
commnmcation  with  each  other.  The  'road  bv 
which  they  reached  the  outer  world  ran  frotn  Wat- 
tles s  Perry  to  Catslcill,-a  road  much  older  in  it. 
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first  state  tliaii  the  turnpike  and  one  which  tlie 
turnpike  finally  (supplanted.  The  original  road 
had  been  opened  about  fifteen  years  before  the 
turnpike  was  established.  A  wheeled  vehicle  as 
early  as  1787  is  known  to  have  made  a  journey- 
over  iLs  entire  length. 

B3'  the  summer  of  17SS  this  first  road  was  in 
passable  condition.  The  State  now  took  its  im- 
provement in  charge.  G.  Gelston  made  a  survey  of 
it  in  August  1700,  and  during  the  next  j'ear  Slu- 
maii  Wattles  did  some  v\-ork  on  it,  his  cousin,  Na- 
thaniel, having  a  contract  with  the  State  for  the 
work.  In  1792,  Solomon  Martin  drove  a  yol:e  of 
oxen  over  it  to  Catskill  and  back,  taking  fifteen 
days,  which  meant  an  average  ofsixmilesa  day. 
Tlie  road  was  only  twent^'-five  feet  wide.  In  the 
srune  year  a  regain r  weekly  mail  route  was  cstah- 
H-hed  over  ii;  from  the  Mr.'lsouto  the  Susqneluinna. 

A  State  road  that  dates  from  1790,  led  from 
h'nadilla  by  the  Susquehanna  and  Charlotte  to 
Schoharie  Idats.  In  that  3-ear  Sluman  Wattles  re- 
ported to  State  otfici:ils  that  it  was  worth  £12  per 
mile  "to  clear  out  and  make  tliis  road."  It  he- 
canx'  an  important  highwa\-  to  the  settlers. 

To  about  the  same  period  belongs  the  building  of 
Main  Street  in  I'nadilla  village,  which  was  ex- 
tended westward  to  the  Una.dilla  River.  Tlie  sur- 
vey was  made  by  X;ithanie]  Lock  of  Westchester 
County.  The  original  map  made  by  him  may  still 
be  seen  in  Albany.  In  December  1701,  a  certificate, 
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.sigrjcd  by  Solomon  Alartin,  David  Baits,  Israel 
Smith,  Elijah  Hcydcn,  Nathaniel  Lock  and  other 
"inhabitants  of  ihe  Oidcout  antl  Unadilla",  de- 
clared that  this  road  hnd  been  completed  agreeable 
to  Lock's  map  liv  Benjamin  Hovey*  and  John 
Massereau.  The  signers  added  that  "said  road 
had  been  amended  so  that  loaded  ox  teams  or 
earts  can  pass  and  repass  the  whole  distance  with 
ease."  Originally  the  rc^ad  in  Unadilla  village  ran 
elostr  to  the  river.  It  was  several  times  altered 
and  once  at  the  insiraice  of  Solomon  I^Iartin,  to 
whom  credit  is  given  lor  the  oljtuse  angle  formed 
near  the  Post  OiTiee. 

Solomon  ^Lartin  and  others  ecrtitied  in  1791 
that  they  had  completed  a  road  from  the  Unadilla 
to  the  Chenango  River.  A  road  also  had  been 
opened  down  the  Susquehanna,  wheie  v/ere  many 
settlements,  and  at  Windsor  in  1791  one  had  been 
started  across  the  hills  to  Cookoze  (Deposit)  on 
the  Delaware  "to  serve",  says  Lineklaen,  "to 
trans])ort  commodities  to  the  Philadelphia  mar- 
ket." By  1794-,  a  rond  ran  all  tlie  way  over  to 
Carr's  Creek  from  the  Ouleout,  begiiming  at  a 
point  near  the  ston.e  hou^c  on  the  W.J.  Hughston 
farm.  It  had  been  liegnn  somewhat  earlier.  In 
that  year  a  bridge  was  constructetl  across  Carr's 
Creek,  Sluman  Wattles  charging  8  shillings  for  one 
day's  work  on  it. 

P'or  the  records  of  later  road  building   we  must 

*Ce;  Til  Btp.jamin  Hovey  w.ho  ;.tttled  in  Oxford  in  1790  acu'  nair.ed  the 
place  iftrr  his  native  town  in  Massachusetts. 
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turn  to  the  town  archives  instead  of  tb.e  State.  In 
179G,  th.ere  was  made  "a  retm'n  of  a  highway, 
laid  out  throutrli  tlie  town  of  Uaadilla,  beginning 
at  Abncr  Grilhtli's  on  the  river  and  running  north 
to  tlie  S-and  liih  Creek  wlicre  the  pntent  hne 
crosses;  then  crossing  the  creelc ;  ilience  northerly 
througii  lot  nunil>er  119  until  it  runs  twenty-five 
rods  on  the  lot  of  Elislia  Liithroji",  from  whence  it 
proceeded  to  the  north  line  of  tlie  town.  These 
records  s'low  how  early  the  Sand  Hill  and  Hamp- 
shire Hollow  parts  of  the  town  \Ncre  settled. 

The  northern  central  parts  of  the  town  were  at 
first  approached  from  tiie  Un.adilla  River  and  the 
Btitternut  Creek.  Earliest  among  records  concern- 
ing a  road  running  directly  norih  tVom  the  village 
is  "a  return  for  an  alteration  of  a  road  beginning 
near  Ca|'jtain  Solumor.  Martin's  w.  the  line  be- 
t ween,  h'.in  a.inl  Daniel  llisscl!  arr.i  running  on  sai;! 
line  nortl'Crly  as  far  as  tlie  k'lnd  v.ill  permit."  This 
return  is  dated  'Miiy  10th,  1  70!") ;  but  there  is  notli- 
irig  to  show  a.nything  further  in  coiniection  with 
such  a  road.  Tlie  ])resent  r\Iariin  Brook  road, 
throi'.gh  to  the  rioi  th  jiart  of  the  town  from  Mar- 
tin's saw  mill,  was  not  opened  until  iKarly  iiftv 
years  after  the  cLate  of  this  ]>a})er. 

In  June  1790,  commissioners,  on  tlic  apjdieation 
of  twelve  freeholders,  laid  ou.t  a  road  "beginning 
near  Aaron  Axtell's  house  at  a  stake,  thence  run- 
ning a  nortliv.-esterly  course  to  a  pi  le  tree  marked 
H;  tlien  to  a  pine  tree  marlcedi  v.'ith  a  bl.a;^e; 
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thence  to  a  walnut  staddlc,  also  marked  with  a 
blaze;  then  running:  nearly  the  same  course  to  a 
pine  tree  marked  with  anX;  thence  running  until 
it  intersects  the  old  road  six  rods  north  of  the  live- 
mile  tree."  To  this  project,  wliich  points  to  what 
^vas  afterwards  the  old  Killvcnny  road,  there  was 
opposition  and  it  was  referred  to  a  jury  of  twelve 
men,  who  reported  that  it  wa.s  "not  consistent; 
neither  do  we  think  it  necessary  and  therefore  we 
do  protest  against  said  road."  Built,  ho\vever, 
thi^•  road  was  in  early  times,  tiiough  it  had  some 
years  to  wait.  Mention  of  it  first  occurs  in  the 
list  of  road  districts  for  ISlO. 

Earliest  of  all  roads  actually  ofjcncd  from  the  vil- 
lage leading  over  the  hills  to  the  north,  seems  to 
have  been  the  one  running  from  near  the  store  oi' 
Noble  and  Hayes,  rif  which  inention  occurs  in  the 
road  list  for  1S09,  bui  a  n.'tnrn  for  th.e  survey-  of  it 
had  l}een  rnad.c  in  1S08.  The  town  in  ISOO  had  al- 
ready been  divitlcd  into  road  districts  of  which 
there  vrere  fifteen.  Tiiey  show  witli  much  force 
the  extent  to  which  the  I'nadiHa  townshij)  lands 
had  been  opened  u\)  rtt  iliat  early  day.  They  are 
as  follows : 

-"First  district,  beginneth  at  the  town  line  at 
Stephen  Harrington's  arid  runneth  to  the  Unadilla 
River  road. 

Second,  l.'Cginneth  at  the  Butternut  Creek  and. 
runneth  on  the  said  Inadilla  road  to  the  Eel  Ware 
Bridge. 
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"Third,  beginneth  at  the  Eel  Ware  Bridge  and 
nmncth  on  the  said  road  to  a  pine  tree  marked 
No.  l-  at  the  foot  of  the  hill. 

"Foui'th,  beginnetl!  at  the  pine  tree  at  the  foot 
of  the  hill  marked  No.  1-;  from  thenco  to  the  State 
road  and  from  the  ferry  to  the  line  of  P.anyar  Pat- 
ent. 

"l-'ifihjbegjnneth  at  Ban^-ar  Patent  line  and  run- 
ning to  the  two-mile  tree  on  the  State  road,  and 
from  Colonel  Baits's. 

"Sixtli,  beginneth  at  the  two-mile  tree  and  from 
thenec  to  the  Grog  Shop  Creek  to  include  the 
bridge.* 

"Seventh,  beginning  at  ihe  east  end  of  the  village, 
thence  to  the  foot  of  still  water. 

"Eighth,  beginning  at  the  foot  of  still  v»-ater  and 
up  the  cross  new  ro;id  as  far  as  Laban  Ci'andall's 
house;   from  thence  to  the  eight-mile  tree. 

"Ninth,  beginning  at  the  eight-mile  tree;  from 
thence  to  the  Otsdawa  bridge. 

"Tenth,  beginning  at  ilie  Susquehanna  River 
road  up  the  Sand  Hill  Creek  road  to  the  north  line 
of  the  town. 

"Eleventh,  beginning  at  Merriman's  sawmill; 
from  thence  to  the  northwest  line  of  the  town. 

"Twell'th,  beginning  at  Laban  Crandall's  house; 

*  A>^  to  the  identity  of  this  bacchanalian  strcnm,  it  may  be  said  that  Solo- 
rion  Martin  and  Dr.  Huntington  befoie  iSoo  had  had  bctnies  to  iell  liquor 
rear  Mirtin  Krook,  while  Daniel  Li^sell's  hotel,  the  first  in  L'nadilla,  stood 
close  10  the  crte'k  that  cresses  Main  Street  near  S.  D.  Hacon's  home.  It 
seen.!  prob-Tblc  that  the  latter  stream  is  the  one  reTerrcd  to. 
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thence  through  the  north  line  of  the  town  on  tlie 
Sisson  road. 

"  Thirteenth,  beginning  at  the  river  road  ;  thence 
up  Wheaton  Creek  to  Joseph  Peain's  house. 

"  I-'ourceciith,  beginning  at  the  Whoaton  road; 
from  thence  to  the  Sand  Hill  Creek  road. 

"Fifteenth,  begins  at  the  west  brnnch  of  tiie 
Otsdawa  Creek;  thence  to  the  town  of  Otego 
[now  Oneonta]  at  or  near  Thur-s^ton  Brown's." 

Such  were  the  roads  that  established  communica- 
tion among  the  settlers — primitive  liighways  the 
most  of  them,  and  greath'  inferior  to  the  turnpike 
that  can:e  in  in  1800  as  the  model  road  for  all  this 
territory  and  which  remained  for  many  years  the 
chief  highway'  to  many  parts  of  central  and  south- 
ern Xev,-  York.  One  of  the  earliest  highways  in  the 
State  west  of  the  Hudson  and  south  cif  the  Mo- 
hawk was  this  one  from  Wattles's  Ferry  to  Cats- 
kill,  and  it  stands  a?  a  historic  landmark  of  tliat 
great  turnpike  era  which  began  with  the  new  cen- 
tury. 

The  turnpike  grew  out  of  stern  necessity.  So 
great  had  been  the  demand  for  roads  pouring  in 
upon  State  authorities  from  all  neighborhoods, 
that  it  was  impossible  to  meet  them.  The  State 
in  consequence  gave  to  private  corporations  ])er- 
mission  to  open  and  im]irove  roads  and  impose 
tolls  as  their  recompense.  Atnong  the  men  who 
took  stock  in  the  Catskill  Turnpike  were  Stephen 
Benton,  Solomon  Martin  anil  Sluman  Wattles,  the 
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I^rice  of  shares  being  t\Yent3''  dollars  and  the 
amount  of  slock  twelve  thousand  dollars.  Caleb 
Benton,  who  lived  in  Catskill  a7id  Vv-as  a  brother  of 
Stephen,  at  one  time  was  president  of  the  eonipauv. 
Two  <:tages  were  kept  regularly  on  the  road,  the 
fare  being  five  cents  per  mile,  making  the  cost  of 
the  trip  from  Unadilla  to  Catslvill  about  the  same 
as  the  fare  b}'  rail  from  Unadilla  to  New  York  now, 
while  the  time  consumed  was  three  daj-s. 

Dr.  Dwight  came  over  the  road  in  ISO-i  and  tells 
how  he  saw  "a  few  lonely  plantations  recently  be- 
gun", and  how  he  "occasionally  passed  a  cottage 
and  heard  the  distant  sounds  of  an  axe  and  of  a 
hum^an  voice",  while  all  else  "was  grandeur, 
gloom  and  solitude."  He  describes  Franklin  as 
"for  some  miles  a  thinh*  built  village,  composed  of 
neat,  tidy  houses",  in  which  ever^-thing  "indicated 
prosperity."  I^nrther  down  the  Ouleout  the 
country  "bore  a  forbidding  asi)cct,  the  houses  be- 
ing thinly  scattered  and  many  of  them  denoted 
great  poverty." 

At  Wattles's  Ferr}-  he  v/as  unable  to  find  a  boat. 
Even  a  dinner  was  denied  him.  A  bridge  had  been 
begun  bttt  he  had  to  cross  "  a  dee])  and  rapid  ford," 
Further  down  the  river  Willinm  Hanna  s\ipplied 
him  with  a  dinner.  It  was  the  opening  of  this 
turnpike*  which,  as  I  have  said,  detennineil  that  a 
village   should  grow   up  at   its  western  terminus. 

*  Of  this  famous  hi;;h"ay  iho  author  has  written  in  greater  detni!  in  "The 
Old  New  York  Frontier." 
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Here  was  a  stopping  i)lacc,  the  end  of  the  land 
journey,  a  place  for  stores  and  hotels,  tlic  point 
where  pioneers  might  enter  boats  and  thvis  be  con- 
veyed to  destinations  south  and  west. 

The  number  of  houses  standing  in  the  village  in 
ISOS  could  not  have  been  more  than  fifteen  or  sev- 
enteen. At  the  extreme  eastern  end  near  the  bridge 
lived  a  nian  named  Morgan.  Ilis  house  was  a 
rude  affair  dug  into  the  bank. 

To  the  west  of  Morgan  came  one  of  the  yellow 
houses,  then  occupied  b\'  Guido  L.  Eisscll,  who 
seems  to  have  built  it. 

Next  was  the  home  of  Curtis  Xoblc  whose  family 
comprised  at  this  date  his  wife  and  his  two  sons 
George  and  Charles,  then  five  and  tv.'O  years  old 
respectively,  and  an  infant  daughter. 

Beyond  stood  the  Isa^tc  Playes  resilience,  Ijuilt 
four  years  before,  and  alrendv  famoiis  a>  the  most 
attractive  dv.'elling  between  Catskill  and  Ithaca. 

lleA-ond  this  lived  Cajttain  Amos  Bostwiek, 
whose  wife  was  S:dly  Hayes,  an  auni  of  Isaac 
Hayes.  Cc:ptain  Bostwiek  had  served  in  the  Revo- 
lution in  the  same  regiment  with  IClijah  Boardman 
of  Xew  Milford.  His  wife  died  in  182."). at  the  age 
of  sevent^'-seven,  and  he  in  1829  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six.  Claik  I.  Hayes  could  just  remember 
him  as  "an  old,  infirm  man,  sitting  by  his  oi)en  fire 
on  the  hearth,  cane  in  hanil,  poking  the  ashes." 

Several  rods  to  the  west  ^vere  the  home  and  shoe 
shop  of  Fowler  P.  Bryan,  the  father  of  .\lexander 
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Brj-an,   standing    near    where    the    Frank    Bacon 
house  is. 

To  reach  the  next  dwclhng,  involved  a  walk  to 
the  home  of  Gv.rdoJi  Huntington  on  the  corner  of 
Martin  Brook  Street.  This  house  was  bniil  b^' 
Guido  L.  Bissell  and  Jerome  Bates  and  has  long 
been  the  oldest  house  in  tlie  village.  Except  for  the 
rear  part,  put  on  afterwards,  it  has  scarcely  been 
altered  since  it?  original  erection.  The  flight  of 
time  long  since  raised  it  to  the  eminence  of  a  cen- 
tenarian. Besifies  Dr.  Hun  ting  ion,  those  who 
have  owned  and  occupied  it  include  Dr.  David 
Walker,  Dr.  G.  L.  Ilalsey  and  Albert  T.  Amsdeu, 
"Vfhile  at  one  time  it  was  owned  In-  Col.  .\.  D.  Wil- 
liams. The  last  occupant  who  ov.-ncd  it  was  Peter 
Hodges,  who,  on  tlie  death  of  his  vvdfe  in  1SS9, 
sold  it  to  Dr.  Halscy,  who  thus  l^ccame  its  owner 
a  second  time.  The  design  of  the  house  is  Flemish.. 
Houses  like  it  may  be  seen  to  this  day  in  the  older 
parts  of  Bruges  and  OxLend.  Readers  will  perliaps 
pardon  the  personal  pride  which  j)rc)mpts  th.e  state- 
ment that  beneath  timt  roof,  on  an  Octolier  da\-, 
some  tinie  "  befo  de  v/ar, "  was  born  the  writer  of 
this  chronicle. 

Beyond  the  Huntington  house  cam.e  the  store 
and  house  of  Soh)mon  Martin  on  the  land  now 
occupied  by  the  residence  of  Marvin  P.  Sweet. 
This  structure  remained  standing  for  more  than 
twenty  3'ears  wlien  it  was  torn  down  to  n.ia!;e  way 
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for  the  present  house,  which  was  bniU  b_v  tlie  Rev. 
Norman  H.  Adams. 

The  kind  thence  westward  was  vacatit  as  far 
down  as  the  site  of  the  ])resent  residence  of  Miio  B. 
Gregory,  on  which  had  been  erected  a  few  years 
before  the  home  of  Stephen  Benton. 

No  other  house  existed  until  one  reached  the  site 
of  the  E.  C.  Belknap  home,  where  a  house  is  said 
to  have  existed  at  that  time,  but  its  occupant's 
name  remains  unknown  to  me. 

Beyond  this  all  was  vacant  nntil  the  yellow 
house  of  Aaroii  Axtell,  the  pioneer  backsmith,  was 
reached . 

On  the  southern  side  of  the  street  were  tewer 
houses  than  on  the  northern — in  all  not  more  than 
six.  First  at  the  eastern  e^id  came  the  Abijah  II. 
Beach,  home,  wiic}-e  Oliver  Buckley  lt\od  in  later 
years.  It  h.ad  been  erected  as  early  as  1S03.  Mr. 
Beach  was  a  native  of  New  Miiford,  and  thus  had 
for  neighbors  acr()ss  the  v»-ay  three  other  New 
Milford  families, — Hayes,  Xoble  and  Bostwiek. 
Next  to  the  west  was  the  Daniel  Bissell  house, 
where  Mr.  Bissell  at  fust  had  erectcil  a- log  dwell- 
ing. He  put  up  a  frame  house  in  1794-,  which  re- 
mained until  1S17  when  Joel  Bragg  built  on  this 
site  his  first  hotel. 

To  the  west  came  the  home  of  [ohn  Bissell  on  the 
site  of  the  Dr.  Gregory  house.  John  Bissell  owned 
the  neighboring  fertile  island,  a  gift  from  his  father. 
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His  house  was  torn  down  when  Joel  Brayg  erected 
the  briek  dwelling. 

Further  on  stood  the  Sampson  Crooker  residence 
on  the  L.  B.  Woodruff  site,  a  portion  of  which  still 
remains  at  the  rear  of  the  later  building. 

Next  came  the  hotel  wliich  Dr.  Cone  built  on  the 
site  of  the  present  Unadilla  House  at  the  comer  of 
Clifton  Street. 

Beyond  stood  Jacob  Hayes's  house,  just  below 
the  site  of  the  Presbyterian  Cliurch. 

From  this  point  there  was  no  house  until  the 
Sliter  place  was  reached  beyond  the  present  barns 
of  James  White. 

Such  was  the  village  of  Unadilla,  twenty-five 
years  after  Slnman  Wattles  and  Timotliy  Beach 
made  their  settlements  on  the  banks  of  the  Ouleout. 
Seven  years  later  tlie  number  of  houses  was  thirt}', 
ii:  whicli  fo-ct  wc  see  the  i'.dlueiiee  of  the  turnpike  in 
building  up  the  settlement.  Dr.  Dwight  in  his 
notes  of  tlie  visit  made  in  ISO  f,  gives  as  follows 
his  imi)ressions  of  the  yjlaee  and  its  surroundings: 

"That  township  in  which  we  now  were  is  named 
Unadilla  and  lies  in  the  county  of  Otsegv).  It  is 
composed  ol'  rocks,  hills  and  valleys,  with  a  hand- 
some collection  of  intervales  along  the  Susque- 
haima.  On  a  remarkably  ruggetl  eminence,  im- 
mediately northwest  of  the  river,  we  saw  the  first 
oaks  and  chestnuts  after  leaving  the  neighborhood 
of  Catskill.  The  intervening  iorests  were  beech, 
maple,  and  so  forth. 
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"The  houses  were  scattered  along  the  road 
which  runs  pcu-allel  with  the  river.  The  settlement 
is  new  and  api)ears  like  most  others  of  a  similar 
date.  Rafts,  containing  each  from  f.venty  to 
twentj-fivc  tliousand  feet  of  boards,  are  frojn  this 
township  floated  down  the  Susquehanna  to  Balti- 
more. Unadilla  [the  township]  contained  in  ISOO 
S23  inhahitants.  " 
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V. 

LATEP.    HEN    or    MAEX. 
1S04--1815. 

Important  additions  to  the  j)oi'n'.lation  soon  fol- 
lowed the  coming;  of  Curtis  Noble  atid  Isaac  Hayes. 
The\-  inckidcd  men  who  for  a  long  period  were  to 
remain  foremo?t  citizens.  One  v.-as  Stephen  I'icn- 
ton,  who  came  from  Sheffield,  Massachusetts,  and 
from  Peter  Betts  of  Baiubridj^^e  in  IbO-i  purchased 
his  farm  of  IIT)  acres.  Guido  L.  BisscU  in  July 
1S05  charged  Mr.  I'enton  with  "tliree  day's  work 
at  harvest  Is  sliilihigs",  ''  to  making  drag  10  sliill- 
ings",  and  "to  puLtJ;Tg  up  pririi::i>n  G  shillings." 
Two  years  later  Mr.  Bissell  charged  against  h.i:;i 
"to  making  of  1-edstead  17  shillings",  and  '"to 
making  table  G  shillings."  In  ISIO,  when  work 
was  going  forward  on  St.  Matthew's  Church,  Mr. 
Bissell  charged  for  ''51^  days  work  on  Church,  02, 
Cs." 

Mr.  Benton  opened  a  store  on  ih.e  northwest  cor- 
ner of  Main  and  Clifton  Streets,  .\cross  the  street 
may  still  be  seen  the  building  in  which  on  the  form- 
er site  he  and  liis  son  Albert  long  did  business:  it 
has  the  date  181G  still  upon  the  pediment.  From 
Sheffield  Mr.  Benton  in  181 G  secured  as  clerk  a 
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MAJOR     CHRISTOPHtR     D.     FELLOWS. 

^  young  man  then  fourteen  years  old  named  Christo- 
pher D.  Fellow?.  ^Jr.  Fellows  came  to  Unadilla 
over  the  Catskill  turnpike,  and  in  1823  became  a 
partner  in  the  store  with  Albert  Benton.  He  thus 
was  launclied  upon  a  business  career  that  was  to 
last  nearly  eighty  years,  his  span  of  life  extending 
to  his  ninety-third  year. 

ivlajor  I'ellows's  share  in  building  up  the  village 
was  large.  He  became  an  active  and  intelligent 
force  in  nearly  all  that  advanced  its  interests.  A 
feature  of  the  Denton  and  Fellows  business  was  a 
distillery.  Like  Noble  and  Hayes  this  firm  suficred 
from  a  surplus  of  grain.  There  was  no  other  way 
by  which  the  stock  could  be  disposed  of.  A  merit 
of  this  whiskey,  however,  was  its  purity.  Much  of 
the  product  v.-as  consumed  by  men  engaged  in  lum- 
bering. So  great  was  the  demand  for  it,  that  a 
hogsliead  w:is  sometimes  sold  at  retail  in  one  day. 

.1  Large  quantities  in  casks  were  shipped  down  the 

f  *  river  ever}'  3'ear. 

The  Benton  distillery  stood  in  the  rear  of  the 
present  residence  of  Milo  B.  Gregory.  This  house 
dates  from  1S23,  and  was  erected  1)y  Major  Fel- 
lows and  Albert  Benton  after  an  earlier  house, 
built  by  Stephen  Benton,  had  been  destroyed  by 
fire,  Stephen  Benton  died  in  April  1S40  at  the  age 
of  sixty-six.  The  wife  of  Major  Fellows  was  his 
daughter.  Major  Fellows  was  elected  to  the  As- 
sembly in  lS-15  when  John  A.  Dix  and  Daniel  S. 
Dickinson  u'cre  chosen  United  States  Senators.     In 
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1S94-,  almost  f[fty  years  after  tliat  event,  Major 
Fellows  went  to  Alban^v  pnd  was  invited  to  sit  in 
the  si)cakcr's  ehair.'" 

Contemporary  with  the  coining  of  Stephen  Ben- 
ton was  the  coming  of  Sherman  Page,  a  native  of 
Clieshire,  Connecticut,  whei-e  he  was  born  in  1779. 
His  fatlicr  was  Jareu  Page,  \vho  settled  in  wliat  is 
now  the  town  of  Greene,  Chenango  County,  at  a 
place  still  known  as  Pr.ge  Brook,  on  a  stream  that 
ilows  into  tile  Chenango  River  a  few  miles  above 
Port  Crane.  Aboui  170'J  Sherman  Page  went 
over  into  the  adjoining  town  of  Coventry  and 
there  taught  the  first  school  in  the  place.  He  read 
law  about  this  time  and  went  lo  Pnadilla  to  open 
an  olfice,  being  the  tirst  raan  in  the  village  to 
practice  that  ];>r';fession  rci'.uL'irly. 

He  ^vas  liere  as  enrjy  as  l.SOr>  and  in  1S07  was 
elected  u  j^r.lh  m;;Mcr.  Willi  his  iather  he  had 
come  iiito  the  country  by  way  of  Watlles's  I'errv 
of  wliicli  he  r.aist  have  retained  tl;e  vivid  rccollcct- 
iuns  of  yi  lufh.  Inui  nir.sL  enterprises,  Mr.  Page's 
energies  a'pnear  to  have  entered,  \\-hclher  these 
were  "^rK-ial,  religious  or  commercial.  He  was  sup- 
ervisor in  is'j*-.  and  in  ilirce  olher  years,  a  meml)er 
of  .\sscn:l'ly    in  1S27,  and  a  member  of  C<.nmress 
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from  1833  to  1S37.  He  was  also  coinity  judge. 
lie  built  and  long  occupied  the  house  where  now 
lives  Mr.  George  W.  Ilai'dy,  but  L'lter  on  liis  borne 
was  in  the  stone  house  across  the  street.  His  wire 
was  a  nii.cc  C)f  Sampson  Crooher,  and  he  had  five 
children,— Robert  who  was  a  lawyer  in  Flint, 
^Michigan,  Vincent  wlio  also  went  West  and  long- 
afterwards  died  in  Unadilla,  Elizabeth  whrj  became 
the  wife  of  George  H.  Noble,  and  long  survived  as. 
the  widow  of  her  second  husband,  .^rtlusr  Yates  of 
\Vavcrley,  T^Iai-v  who  was  the  iirst  wife  of  William 
n.  Emory,  arid  ]\laria,  the  first  wife  of  rrcdcrick 
A.  Sands.    Judge  Page  died  in  September,  l'^53. 

iSIr.  Emory  wris  a  native  of  ^Maryland  and  was 
born  in  ISll.  He  came  to  I'nadilla  abr)ut  sixty 
years  ago  and  was  all  Ids  life  engaged  in  the  dry 
goods  trnde,  at  or.e  time  in  the  building  that  uonv 
adjoip.s  Widie's  st'-jrc  on  tlve  -acsi,  luit  v\-]iieli  then 
stood  0:1  the  lot  oijposite  J.  Fred.  Sanvls's  resi- 
dence, later  at  the  corner  of  rvlain  and  Clifton 
Streets,  in  t!ie  brick  btiilfiing  tlint  v.\as  destroyed  in 
the  fire  of  lS7s,and  still  k'.icr  in  the  old  Ijrick  store 
uptown.  He  ^va?  an  active  niembjr  of  the  rilctho- 
dist  Church  and  his  home  wr;s  the  westerly  one  of 
the  two  stone  liouses,  its  builder  having  been  Fred- 
crick  A.  Srtuds. 

Krigiar.ij  The  report  they  drew  up  (ieclareiJ  th.it  Americans  were  "en- 
titled to  a'!  the  privil^^^cs  .md  liberties  of  n.\tive-botn  Driti.sh  subject-;,  ir.- 
cUicina:  the  unilisturbeJ  enjoyiucnt  of  their  lives,  liberty  and  property." 
Thi.<  iiitercitiriK  d'-C  ar.ition  is  niore  than  two  yj.as  older  than  the  one 
drawn  up  at  the  .Mecl<!enhr.r.;h.  North  Cir^'ilina,  which  ia  turn  i.s  old^r  than 
the  imrnorta'.  one  dr.i.vn  I'p  by  Thonns  JctVt-rson  n  177(1. 
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As  carlj  as  1805  luid  come  the  tirst  of  four 
brothers  who  were  to  leave  a  distinct  mark  on  the 
growth  of  the  viHage,— Dr.  Adanijah  Cone.  His 
first  home  was  the  original  hotel  that  stood  at 
Main  and  Clii'ton  Streets  which  he  built,  and  of 
which  for  several  years  he  was  the  proprietor.  He 
then  built  the  rear  portion  of  the  house  that  was 
afterwards  the  home  of  his  son,  Lewis  G.  Cone,  and 
in  which  now  lives  his  grandson,  Frederick  L. 
Cone.  In  ISOS,  his  two  brothers,  Daniel  and 
Gilliert,  followed  him,  and  in  1S15,  the  fourth 
brother,  Ga.rdncr.  Daniel  and  Gilbert  first  lived  in 
an  old  house  on  the  south  side  of  the  road  about 
one  hundred  rods  from  the  present  James  White 
house.  The  White  house  was  Vnn'lt  by  them  in 
1S15.  These  brothers  Cone  came  from  Hebron, 
Connecticut.  Tlieir  varied  interests  comprised 
fai  m  lands,  a  i'uHing  mill,  a  strue,  a  liotel  and  the 
practice  of  medicine. 

Daniel  and  Gilbert  Cone  in  1S08  bought  300 
acres  of  land  from  Mr.  Sliter  and  in  1811  Lot  92  of 
the  Wallace  Patent  from  the  Lansings  of  Albau}-. 
They  did  a  large  lousiness  in  fulling  and  dressins: 
cloth,  peoj)lc  coming  from  far  and  near  with  the 
cloth  they  had  woven  at  home.  Theodore  Hanford 
and  Erastus  Kingsley  at  one  time  were  employed 
by  them.  Gardner  Cone  settled  on  the  farm  after- 
wards the  home  of  Salmon  G.  Cone,  who  was  his 
nephew.  Gardner  Cone's  wife  was  Sarah  Kobert- 
son,  a  sister  oi'  Niel  Robertson.  Daniel  married 
(■)4. 


THE     COKE     BROTHERS. 

iMargaret  Hull,  a  sisttr  oi'  Mrs.  Calvin  Gates,  and 
for  second  wite  married  Hannah  Ta^'lor,  a  sister  of 
Lvdia  Taylor,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Cone.  Lydia  Taylor 
had  a  niece  also  named  Lydia  Ta^dor  who  became 
the  wife  of  Erastns  Kingsley.  Hannali  Taylor 
Cone,  after  lier  husband's  death,  removed  to  Con- 
necticut, \\diere  on  January  S,  1S94-,  she  died  at  the 
age  of  JiinetA'-four. 

Dr.  Cone  died  in  1S62  at  the  age  of  eighty-four. 
His  widow  when  she  died  was  past  ninety.  Their 
son  Lewis  G.  Cone  was  for  a  great  number  of 
years  one  of  the  best  known  citizens  of  the  village. 
With  his  l)rother-indaw  I-'rederiek  A.  Bollcs,  he 
was  long  engaged  in  business.  Captain  Bollcs 
came  to  the  village  in  1S38  and  remained  here  un- 
til his  death  in  June,  1S91.  He  arrived  from 
Oxford,  to  which  place  he  had  gone  from  his  native 
town  vf  Vernon,  Oneida  Comity.  He  jnirchascd 
the  hotel  at  Alain  and  Bridge  Streets  and  con- 
ducted it  for  several  years  when  he  sold  the  property 
to  Colonel  Thomas  Heath.  He  married  Julia  A. 
Cone  in  1830,  and  afterwards  went  into  the  hard- 
ware trade  with  Lewis  (^r.  Cone.  I'^or  almost  forty 
years  the  two  were  partners.  On  the  death  of 
Mr.  Cone  in  1878,  the  partnership  was  continued 
with  Mr.  Cone's  only  son,  Frederick  L.  Cone. 

Captain  Bolles  in  1815  was  captain  of  a  com- 
pany which  went  out  from  this  village  during  the 
anti-rent  diiTicuItics  in  Delaware  Count\'.  It  was 
a  company  of  light  infantry  from  the  131st  Regi- 
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mcnt,  described  b\-  Jay  Gould  as  "composed 
mosth'  of  young  men  who  with  u  little  drilling 
made  excellent  soldiers".  Colonel  Samuel  North, 
who  afterwards  came  to  Unadilla  where  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  Y.TS  spent,  commanded  Ih.e  regi- 
ment. His  order.s  were  to  hold  it  "in  readiness  to 
answer  any  call  that  may  be  made  for  additional 
force  should  it  be  deemed  necessary".  At  the 
fimeral  of  the  murdered  Deputy  Sheriff  Steele  in 
Dellii  on  August  3  0,  tlie  Rev.  Norman  II.  Adams 
from  Unadilla  assisted  in  the  services.  Captain 
Bolles  was  supervisor  of  Unaflilla  in  1851.  and  in 
1S61  was  a  member  of  Assembly.  His  first  wife 
died  in  1S6S,  and  in  1871  he  married  Mrs.  \V.  S. 
Brvant  of  Guilford. 

Follov.ing  Captain  Bolles  came  his  brother, 
Frarik  G.  Eolles,  vrho  s])cnt  the  rctnn.iader  of  his 
life  almost  entirely  in  tins  village.  Jle  v.-as  long 
associated  with  his  b^rother  and  Lewis  G.  Cone  in 
the  hardware  business,  at  one  time  as  emplove,  at 
another  as  partner.  He  was  pronu'ncntlv  identi- 
fied with  Free  Masonry  in  this  part  of  the  State, 
and  was  Postmaster  under  President  Cleveland, 
and  sa\v  service  in  the  Civil  Wai.  He  was  all  his 
life  one  of  the  most  agreeable  personalities  in  the 
village,  his  gift  of  humor  being  marked  and  its 
manifestations  incessant.  He  knew  evervbodv 
and  everybody  knew  him.  His  death  did  more 
than  any  other  event  in  a  long  period   of  years   to 
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eclipse  the  gaiety   of  life   in  public   places.      Fare- 
you-well,  friend  of  xis  all. 

Of  those  four  brothers  Cone,  Dr.  Cone's  ^a-and- 
son,  Frederick  L.  Cone,  now  alone  in  the  male  line 
survives  on  village  soil  to  preserve  the  familv 
name.  To  this  family  belonged  the  late  Salmon  G. 
Cone,  but  neither  of  the  four  brothers  was  his  an- 
cestor. They  v>-ere  his  uncles.  Mis  father  was 
Zachariah  Cone,  who  remained  in  Connecticut 
where  Salmon  G.  was  born  and  grew  up.  Salmon 
taught  school  in  Connecticut,  afterwards  in  Sag 
Harbor  on  Long  Island  and  in  Kentucky.  He 
came  to  I'nadilla  in  lS-1-3,  and  thenceforth  until 
his  death  few  rnen  in  this  part  of  the  upper  Sus- 
cpiehanna  valley  were  better  known.  He  had  often 
been  elected  supervisor  and  ?ilways  by  an  unusu- 
ally large  majority.  Tlic  energ-ies  of  Ids  nature 
were  maiidy  directed  to  private  enterprises  emend- 
ing much  beyc)nd  ihe  hmil.v  of  the  village,  thie 
who  kne\v  him  well  for  the  most  of  his  life  thus 
wrote  of  him  after  his  death: 

"He  was  a  bold  and  outsiX)kei;  advocate  of 
any  cause  ■\\hicli  he  espoused.  While  this  some- 
time^ made  his  conduct  seem  rash  and  inu'.dicious, 
no  one  who  knew  him  could  fail  to  have  respect  for 
his  character,  which  seemed  to  be  al)ove  the  use  of 
means  to  which  men  ordinarily  resort.  He  could 
do  nothing  by  indirectio!i.  His  antng'onisms  were 
open  as  the  day,  and  he  was  the  most  lirm  nnd 
'steadfast  of  friends.  Mr.  Cone's  early  tra:ni:ig, 
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habits  and  proveiblal  industry  and  thoughtlulncss 
would  have  made  liini  successfnl  anywhere.  He 
saw  all  his  projects  thrive.  From  small  invest- 
ments he  watched  his  fortune  grov.'  to  imposing 
projiortions  and  he  was  proud  in  the  contempla- 
tion that  it  was  all  the  work  of  his  hands.  He 
lived  a  great,  generous,  liberal,  manly  life  and  he 
was  in  accord  with  whatever  was  brave  and  manlv 
in  the  community,  as  he  understood  it." 

XIr.  Cone  died  in  Ajn-il,  1890,  in  his  seventy- 
eighth  year.  He  lies  buried  on  tlie  outer  edge  of 
that  elevated  plain  wdicre  a  new  cemetery  has  been 
opened,  overlooking  rhe  peaceful  village  from  the 
Sidney  shore  of  the  Susquehanna. 

In  those  first  years  of  the  century  came  other 
settlers  of  note,— William  Wilmot  in  1800,  Niel 
Robertson  and  John  Eclls  in  ISll.  and  David 
Finch  in  1S14.  Williau)  Wilmot  wa^'-  tiic  first  ealii- 
net  maker.  .\  mcmor:indum  made  by  Guido  L. 
Bisscll  in  .\pril,  ISOO,  reads,  •' Wilmot  and  Hayes 
])cgan  to  board  with  mc",  and  anoilicr  "  Ha^es 
left  of  the  12th  of  Decendjcr."  Mr.  Wilmot  was 
born  in  Danbury,  Connecticut,  in  IT.sO,  and  died  in 
lS4y.  Near  the  home  of  the  late  A.  P.  Gray  still 
stands  the  building  where  he  did  business.  The 
house  in  which  his  son  Daniel  W.  Wilmot  long  lived 
was  built  by  him.  Mr.  Wilmot  married  Rachel 
Wattles,  a  relative  of  Nathaniel  Wattles.  She  died 
in  1S12,  and  he  then  married  her  sister  Octavia, 
v.dio    was    tlie   mother   of    Danitl.      Mr.    Wilmot's 
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third  wife  was  Nancy  Cleveland.  Later  lie  mar- 
ried Ann  Smith.  He  and  they  all  lie  buried  in  the 
village  clmrchyard.  His  business  was  continued 
iintil  quite  recent  tinies  by  his  son,  with  whom 
was  associated  Cc>lonc!  Thomas  Heath, 

Colonel  Heath  from  lSi-4  until  ISoS  kept  the 
hotel  at  Mairi  and  Bridge  Streets  and  at  one  time 
was  Sheriff  of  the  county.  He  was  afterwards 
proprietor  of  the  Ocjuaga  House  in  Deposit  which 
got  its  name  from  the  ancient  and  historic  Suscjue- 
hanna  town,  Oghwaga.  From  the  doorway  of 
this  hotel  main-  persons,  born  in  I'nadilla,  first 
saw  a  railway  train.  After  the  opening  of  the  Al- 
bany and  Susquehanna  Railroad,  Colonel  Heath 
returned  to  I'nadilla.  Here  lie  died  in  1SS9.  He 
was  V>orn  in  Walion  in  ISl?  and  was  the  father  of 
George  W.  Heath. 

Xicl  Rolicnsou  eanic  from  tlie  same  };l;u.-c  as  the 
Cones.— Hebron.  He  bought  from  them  his  Una.- 
dilla  land  in  ISl  I-  and  thereon  built  the  house 
which  still  stands  under  the  hill  at  the  extreme 
lower  end  of  the  village.  Elsewhere  he  survived  to 
a  very  old  age.  His  wife  died  from  a  lightning 
stroke.  When  Mr.  Rol)enson  caine  to  Tnadilla  he 
'  brought  a  child  hve  years  old  who  was  afterwards 
married  to  the  Rev.  Lyman  Spcrr\-.  Another 
daughter  became  the  wife  of  .A.  P.  Gray. 

Mr.  Sperry,  who  was  the  father  of  Watson  K. 
Sperry,  for  many  years  managing  editor  of  The 
New   York    Evening    Post,    and    who    afteruards 
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went  to  Persia  as  the  United  States  Minister  under 
President  Harrison,  was  born  in  Alford,  Massa- 
chusetts, in  lS08,and  was  a  son  of  X^ithan  Sperry, 
whose  family  had  settled  orij^inally  in  Hartford, 
Conneclieut.  He  bceanie  a  minister  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church  and  at  one  time  was  Presid- 
ing Elder  of  the  Otsego  district.  Mr.  Sperry  died 
in  1892.  I  recall  him  best  in  his  ohl  age,  when  the 
stoop  of  senilit3'  was  upon  him,  m\d  the  kindly, 
almost  eager,  interest  he  always  took  in  anything 
I  chose  to  say  to  him.  I  cannot  forget  those  con- 
versations, each  summer  for  many  years  in  vaca- 
tion time,  on  sidewalks  and  in  door}ards,  witli  this 
beautiful  old  man. 

]Mr.  Gray  was  a  native  of  Durh.ani,  Greene  Coun- 
ty. He  Vv-as  born  in  ]S11  and  came  to  Unadilla  in 
1S32.  He  was  an  old  friend  of  tlic  ]\ev.  Xorman 
H.  Adc'.ms  who  had  livol  at  the  nc!,-.diboring  town 
of  Oak  Hill.  Mr.  Gray  engaged  in  harness  making 
in  ^Mechanic's  Hall,  and  later  in  carriage  trimming. 
After  marriage  he  lived  in  the  house  that  Sampson 
Crooker  owned  on  the  L.  B.  Woodruff  site.  Late 
in  life  he  was  employed  in  a  responsdjlc  ])la.ce  by 
the  .\lbany  and  Su'-cjuehanna  Railroad  Company. 
In  the  rear  of  his  house  on  land  of  his,  once  existed 
a  brickyard  where  were  nuuie  the  bricks  used  in 
constructing  the  store  destroyed  in  ilie  tire  ot  1S78. 
Mr.  Gray  died  in  November,  IS.SG. 

John  Eells  came  from  Walton.  He  followed 
marked  trees  to  tind  the  way.  He  was  a  shoemaker 
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and  tanner,  and  near  the  residence  of  tlie  late  John 
YanCott  opened  the  first  tannery  in  the  vilhige. 
For  a  time  he  hved  in  the  Priest  house.  The  rear 
portion  of  Ehzaueih  Chirh's  home  was  built  by 
him  a?  a  sh.oc  shop  on  h)\ver  IMain  Street.  He  died 
in  1S70  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  His  son  Horace 
Eells  survived  in  Unadilki  until  aljout  three  years 
ago.  For  a  long  period  he  continued  the  business 
of  tanning  and  was  acti>el\-  identified  with  the 
Presbyterian  church. 

David  Finch  was  a  son  of  Daniel  Fincli,  an  Eng- 
lishman who  settled  in  Litchfield,  Connecticut, 
before  the  Revolution.  David  Finch  was  one  of 
four  children.  He  married  Ruth  Mallery  of  Corn- 
wall, Connecticut,  wdiose  father,  like  his  own,  had 
come  from  Kngland  to  America  before  the  war. 
After  his  marriage  David  I'inch  li\ed  for  some 
years  in  Oxford,  ConnLoi-iciu,  v.here  h.c  engaged  in 
mam^faeturin.g  woolen  cloth  and  where  four  chil- 
dren were  born.  His  busiiiess  declined  after  the 
War  of  1S12,  and  in  ISFI-  he  set  out  for  Fnadilla 
where  iie  engaged  in  building. 

His  first  home  in  the  village  was  in  the  western 
end  beyond  the  Wilmot  house.  He  afterwards 
bought  a  fiirm  in  Sidney,  opposite  the  old  fulling 
mill,  but  some  years  afterward  rettirned  to  the  vil- 
lage and  lived  in  the  Ma-^onic  Hall,  Vvhile  it  occu- 
pied the  old  I'.riek  Store  lot.  In  1820  lie  accpiired 
the  house  afterwards  removed  to  its  present  site 
by  Horace  Eells.  U  was  tlien  an  unlinislied  !)uikl- 
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ing  which  had  been  begun  by  Thomas  Xoble.  Mr. 
Finch,  assisted  by  Wilhani  J.  Thompson,  com- 
pleted it  and  made  il  his  home. 

His  hrst  considerable  work  as  a  builder  was  the 
Roswell  Wright  house,  afterwards  the  residence  oC 
Senator  David  I'.  Loomis,  which  was  erected  in 
1823  or  1824.  The  panel  lumber  used  for  it  cost 
only  live  dollars  p<.v  thousand.  Mr.  Finch  built 
the  Fdson  house  below  the  Fresbytcrian  church 
about  the  same  time,  and  in  company  with  Lord 
and  Bottom  did  work  on  St.  Matthew's  church. 
Of  him  Willia.m  J.  Thrnnpson  learned  his  trad.e. 
1^1  r.  Finch  was  iiorn  in  17^2  and  died  in  1S41, 
His  son,  William  T.  I'ineh.  who  dictl  a  few  years 
ago  in  Chicago  was  long  a  citizen  of  Unadilla.  .V 
daugh.ter  was  the  wife  of  Rui'us  (>.  Mead. 

Mr.  Thoni;:)Son  was  \iovu  in  Saratoga  in  l'^05 
and  came  witli  hi<  fatlu-r  to  (iiego  in  INOS,  ami  tr. 
I'nadilla  as  :o\  ap'prcntice  to  .Mr.  I-incli  in  1S24-, 
He  and  Mr.  I'inch  were  afterwards  ]iartners  and 
together  reared  many  structures  still  standing  in 
Unadilla  village,  as  avcII  as  in  (Uher  places,  includ- 
ing Meredith  Square  and  Cc>ventry.  Mr.  Thomj)- 
son  was  a  mendier  of  St.  Matthew's  Church  for 
sixty  years  or  more.  He  died  in  Savannah,  Geor- 
gia, in  January,  1S05,  and  his  liody  was  brought 
to  the  old  cluirch}-arLl  for  biuial.  In  the  Masonic 
Hall,  while  an.  a|iprentice,  Mr.  Thompson  founil 
his  tirst  Fnrulilla  liome,  scarcely  dreaudng  that  he 
woidiJ  !i\-e  to  vaovc  the  edifice  to  its  pre-^etil   place 
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as  his  own  residence  for  nearly  fifty  years — the 
house  now  the  summer  honie  of  liis  son-in-law 
Lester  T.  Ilulibell. 

A  friend  of  Curtis  Noble  and  Isaac  Hayes  who 
soon  followed  them  to  I'nadilia,  was  Alclancthon 
B.  Jarvis  who  was  br)rn  in  Xorwalk,  Connecticut, 
in  Jinic,  177"),  where  lie  had  known  josiah  Thatcher. 
He  settled  on  the  Timothy  Beach  farm  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Ouleout,  but  later  moved  to  the 
village  and  occupied  part  of  the  house  Sheldon 
Griswokl  long  lived  in.     He  died  in  ISSCi. 

Captain  josiah  Thatcher  about  the  same  time 
isettled  on  a  neighboring  farm,  };tart  of  which  has 
since  been  Iniown  as  the  Sternberg  place.  He  had 
served  in  the  Revolution  three  years.  In  the  house 
which  still  stands  on  the  jilace  he  lived  until  he 
died  ii;  1S5G  at  the  age  of  eighty-six.  His  wife  was 
.\mia  Hred,  and  his  children  were  r(~>ll_\ .  George, 
Esther,  Harriet,  Xancy,  Amelia  and  Frances.  His 
ancestor  was  an  Englishman  from  Kent,  whc)  on 
arrival  in  America  was  shipwrecked  off  CajK'  Cod, 
where  a  lighthouse  was  afterwards  set  up  and 
named  after  him. 
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CEJfTKE. 

1780--1812. 

Until  the  new  century  Iiad  well  started  on  its 
course,  the  only  business  in  the  country  yielding 
jnuch  cash  \v:is  luuibering,  which  involved  journeys 
down  the  Susquehanna  and  Delaware  rivers  to 
Harrisburgh,  Baltiitiore  and  Philadelphia.  So  ex- 
tensive became  this  industry  thai  others  were  neg- 
lected and  prophets  of  evil  pi'edicted  the  ruin  of  the 
country.  Ever}-  seLtleir.ent  in  tlie  valley  liad  many 
sav^-uiills,  not  onh-  on  tlic  rivcj-  l)ut  along  tribu- 
tary streams.  Spa.tibril  in  1S13  reported  that 
I'nadilla  alone  had  sixteen,  five  of  which  were  ac- 
companied by  grist  mills. 

Among  the  mills  a\  hieh  exerted  iT.iluonce  in  fixing 
the  sites  of  villages  considerable  eminence  belongs 
to  those  situated  in  Unadilla  village  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Biunekill.  Originally  they  were 
known  as  the  Bissell  mills.  This  site  was  chosen 
in  order  to  make  use  of  the  v\-aters  of  Martin 
Brook  and  other  streams  which  there  found  a  way 
int(3  the  Susriuehanna.  Martin  Brook  at  that 
time  was  a  much  larger  stream  than  now.  Indeed, 
74- 


MARTIN     BROOK. 

on  village  land,  it  consisted,  as  already  stated,  of 
two  strean]s  \vhich  formed  an  islar»d,  a  braricli 
stiirtirjg  some  distance  below  the  old  I'cier  Weid- 
man  place,  proceeding  westward  and  southward 
until  it  crosseti  Alain  Street  near  a  wIIIo^a-  tree  at 
the  old  Post  Ofiice  corner,  and  thence  \\ent  across 
the  Woodruff  lands  to  ioin  tlie  r.iaiti  channel  in  the 
churchyard.  Besides  ihe  waters  of  tb.is  brook, 
there  flowed  through  tlie  village  two  smaller 
creeks  then  having  a  la.rger  volume  than  now,  one 
near  the  residence  of  Samuel  D.  Bacon,  the  other 
crossing  ^Main  Street  several  rods  further  east.  B<e- 
fore  the  timber  was  cut  these  three  streams  com- 
bined to  pour  into  the  river  a  large  volume  of 
water. 

The  first  mill  on  the  site  oi  the  present  mills  was 
the  sawmill  built  by  Daniel  Bissellsonieycars  before 
ISOO  and  suj^plicd  by  the  waters  of  IIk-sc  three 
creeks.  At  the  point  riear  where  the  combined 
streams  emerged  into  the  river,  the  banks  on  both 
the  island  and  the  mainland  sliore  were  h.igh,  tlnis 
atfording  a  natural  site  for  a  dam.  Daniel  riissell 
prob,-ibly  erected  h.is  sav.inill  here  as  early  as  1790. 
We,  therefore,  have  in  this  riiill  the  pioneer  industry- 
for  Unadilla  village,  the  first  distinct  industry  in 
which  men  engaged  aside  from  iarming. 

As  early  as  1803,  additional  water  had  been  se- 
cured from  the  river  through  a  small  raceway  dug 
by  John  Bisscll  and  a  man  named  Mason.  The 
volume  of  writer  was  further  increased  by  a  dam 
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thrown  across  tlie  river  nt  the  head  of  thiii  race- 
way. The  lumber  industry  havingcxpauded,  other 
mills  had  been  evccled  funlier  up  Martin  Brook, 
tlius  interfering  wlilt  the  suiiply  of  water,  and 
making  it  necessary  to  obtain  a  new  source  from 
the  river.  The  original  racewiiy,  still  called  the 
Binnekill  was  a  much  smaller  aflair  than  the  pres- 
ent one.  By  using  a  pole  one  eoudd  le:ip  across  it. 
It  is  not  unlikely  thrit  some  water  always  flowed 
through  from  the  river,  exce])r  v>hen  the  water 
might  be  very  low.  It  became  an  easy  matter  to 
enlarge  the  volume  Iw  dee])ening  the  bed.  Evi- 
dence exists  above  th.c  present  river  i]:iin  on  the  is- 
land side  that  an  earlier  dam  had  been  built  there 
running  diagonally  up  the  stream,  instead  of 
straight  across  as  nov,-.  M.  \V.  Duley,  who  owned 
the  property  for  mnny  yerirs  arid  oflen  made  re- 
pairs to  the  presc!it  dam,  lieUl  to  I  lie  opinion  that 
the  original  dam  was  :x  primlti\'e  atfair  constructed 
of  brush  and  stone  like  an  eel  rack  dam. 

There  still  exists  in  M;-.-.  Sumner's  hands  a  certi- 
fied copy  of  tlie  contract  for  the  sak-  of  this  prop- 
erty to  Sampson  Crooker  in  ISOC!,  as  ma.de  by  tlie 
owners,  Daniel  Bisscll  and  John  Bisscll.  It  pro- 
vided that  Mr.  Crookcr  should  have  "th.e  privilege 
of  oper.ing  the  artificial  raceway  called  the  Bine- 
kill  wii.ler  if  necessary  to  su.pply  the  mill  with 
water  and  throwing  out  the  dirt  on  tlie  l)ank  of 
said  Biuekill,  together  with  all  tlie  ]irivileges  aiiil 
apj)unenances  unto  the  said  land.,  >awmill  aiul 
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thrown  across  the  river  at  the  head  of  thds  rare- 
wav.  The  hiniber  indu?try  havingo.paTided,  other 
mills  had  been  creeled  further  iij)  Martin  Ih-ook, 
thus  iutorferiug  wiilt  the  sujiply  of  water,  and 
making  it  necessary  to  olitaiu  a  new  source  from 
the  river.  The  original  raceway,  still  called  the 
Binnekill  was  a  much  smaller  affiir  than  the  pres- 
ent one.  By  using  a  pole  one  cordd  le:tp  across  it. 
It  is  not  unlikely  tliat  some  water  always  flowed 
through  from  the  river,  exee])t  whc-n  the  water 
might  be  very  low.  It  lieeame  ar.  easy  matter  to 
enlarge  the  volume  l)y  deepening  the  bed.  Evi- 
dence exists  above  the  present  river  drnn  on  the  is- 
land side  tliat  an  earher  dam  had  been  built  there 
running  diagonally  up  the  stream,  instead  of 
straight  across  as  nov.-.  M.  \V.  Duley,  who  owned 
the  property  for  many  yenrs  and  often  made  re- 
pairs to  the  prescjit  dam.  Iseld  to  llie  L>plnie)n  that 
the  original  dam  was  ri  primitive  affair  construetetl 
of  brush  and  stone  like  an  eel  rack  dam. 

There  still  exists  in  Mr>.  Sumner's  hands  a  certi- 
fied copy  of  the  ccmi tract  for  the  sale  of  this  prop- 
erty to  Sampson  Croolcer  in  ISOo,  as  made  bv  the 
owners,  Daniel  Ih-^scll  and  John  Hissell.  It  [)ro- 
vided  that  Mr.  Crooker  should  have  "th.e  privilege 
of  o|)ening  the  artificial  raceway  calletl  the  Bine- 
kill  wider  if  neeessar\  to  su.pply  the  mill  with 
water  and  throwing  out  the  dirt  on  tlie  liank  of 
said  Biuekill,  tc^gethei  with  all  tlie  iirivileges  and 
apjnirlenanees    unto    the   said    lan«l,    >av/;nill    and 
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thrown  across  tlie  river  nt  the  head  ol'  tliis  race- 
way. The  hiniber  industry  havuig o.panded,  otlicr 
mills  had  been  creeled  furtlier  u\)  Martin  Brook, 
tlius  iutcrfering  wIlIi  lue  snjijdy  of  water,  and 
making  it  neccssarv  In  olitaiu  a  new  source  from 
the  river.  The  C)riginal  raceway,  still  called  the 
Binnekill  was  a  much  smaller  affair  tliau  the  pres- 
ent one.  By  using  a  j^ole  one  coidd  lea.p  across  it. 
It  is  not  imlikcly  that  some  water  always  flowed 
through  from  the  river,  except  vlien  tlie  water 
might  be  veiy  low.  It  became  an  easy  matter  to 
enlarge  the  vohune  I'v  deepening  the  bed.  Evi- 
dence exists  above  tlie  present  river  dam  on  the  is- 
land side  that  an  earlier  dam  had  been  built  therc 
rnnning  diagonally  up  the  stream,  instead  of 
straight  across  as  nov.-.  M.  \V.  Daley,  who  owned 
the  property  for  many  years  and  ofien  made  re- 
pairs to  the  preseiit  dam.  lield,  to  llie  t>pinie)ri  that 
the  original  dam  was  a  primitive  atfair  constructed 
of  brush  and  stone  like  an  eel  rack  dam. 

There  still  cxi-^ts  in  Ak.>.  Sumner's  hands  a  certi- 
fied copy  of  tlie  contract  for  the  sale  of  this  prop- 
erty to  Sampson  Crooker  in  ISOo,  as  made  by  the 
owners,  Daniel  i'i-scU  and  John  DisscU.  It  pro- 
vided that  Mr.  Crooker  should  have  "tlie  privilege 
of  opening  tlie  artificial  raceway  calletl  the  Bine- 
kill  wider  if  necessary  to  su.pply  the  mill  with 
Awater  and  throvvdng  out  tlic  dirt  on  tlie  bank  of 
said  Bitjekill,  together  with  all  tlie  iirivileges  and 
apjnu'tenances   raito   the   said   land.,    >awmill    and 
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Binekill*  belonging,  and  also  the  dam  on  the  river." 
"With  the  mill,  the  raceway  and  the  tlani  Mr. 
Crookcr  acquired  a  considerable  tr^ict  of  land,  in 
lots  9S  and  90  of  the  Wallace  patent,  ou  which 
were  honses  inhabited  by  Brewster  l^latt  and 
Elijah  Ferry. 

The  contract  further  specified  that  Air.  Crooker 
should  have  "the  privilege  of  digging  a  ditch 
through  on  the  line  between  said  Livingston's  land 
and  said  Bisscll's  land  from  the  mill  to  the  river, 
on  condition  that  Livingston  stop  the  water  where 
it  now  rims  into  the  river."  For  this  property 
Mr.  Crooker  was  tcj  pay  eleven  htmdred  ilollars. 
He  was  described  as  "of  Canton,  Greene  County." 
Mr.  Crooker  probably  erected  the  grist  mill  soon 
after  ]  S04-.  It  was  standing  in  ISOSand  he  owned 
the  j)roi)crty  until  finally  sold  to  Joel  P.ragg.  Mr, 
Crookcr's  home  stood  on  the  site  of  the  L.  B. 
Woodruff  house  in  a  lot  which  then  embraced  also 
the  St.  Aiatthcw's  Church  ground  and  the  ceme- 
tery. His  lirothers  George  and  Jacob  soon  fol- 
lowed li!!!!  to  Fnadilla  from  Cairo. t 

*Thi?  word  is  of  C'Crm.Tu  oil.cin.  }!innen,  nie.*ning  inner,  has  often  been 
combmeii  uith  re*asser,  zee  and  other  a,|ueous  ;tri::s,  a';  in  :hc  ca^e  of  the 
t'lilcr  I'o  -ir.;y  H;anew.itei  nnd  Great  Binncwater  Binekill,  or  more  proper- 
ly Kinnekill,  means  therefore  an  inner  creek.  The  word  could  hardly  have 
come  fioui  Connecticut,  Perhap-i  it  i%  ante-RevolutKinnry  and  was  be- 
>towe']  by  some  rf  the  <".ernian  settlcis  in  the  v.illey,  «  ho  on  Print's  arrival 
tied  to  Gern-.an  Klaitti  and  .tsopus.  Daniel  tisscll,  how^•c•vcr,  who  had  in- 
terests at  Oerman  Flatis.  may  have  found  the  term  applied  to  such  a  stream 
ai  that  place  and  then  adopted  it  himself. 

*  Durir.j:  the  War  of  iS:2,  while  coing  down  the  river  with  a  raft  of  lum- 
ber with  a  man  named  Vooper,  a  .M.ison  from  f'.ainbridiie,  then  ca'led  Jeri- 
'.ho,  (rtorge  CrcoVtr  and  Mr.  C  ■of-r  were  captured  by  the  Lriliih  and 
i.iVtD   btfvrc    Admiral    Sir    George    Cockburn.      Cooper   ventured  to   give 
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From  Sampson  Crookcr  these  mills  passed  to 
Joel  Bragg,  whose  life  w^s  one  of  the  most  stinring 
and  impressive  to  be  found  in  these  annals.  Mr. 
Bragg  was  a  native  of  Vermont.  With  his  father 
early  in  the  eentury  he  went  to  Chenango  Countv. 
The  father  seems  to  have  been  a  "  \'ermont  suffer- 
er", one  of  those  who  were  deprived  of  their  Ver- 
mont lands  by  the  settlement  of  the  disputes 
growing  out  of  the  Xew  llampslnre  Grams,  and 
had  reeelved  land  in  Chenango  Couiiiy  as  eompen- 
sation  for  his  losses.  About  the  year  1S12.  Joel 
Bragg  came  to  Unadilla  and  purchased  land  that 
had  been  a  i)art  of  the  original  Daniel  P.issell 
purchase.  He  built  a  new  hotel  on  the  site  of  Mr. 
Bissell's  hotel,  and  uIku  this  was  burned  he  re- 
built it.  George  W.  Reynolds  of  Franklin,  a  few 
years  ago.  recalled  Ikjw  in  1^2S  he  had  stopped  at 
this  hotel  with  his  i'ather,  finding  it  "full  of  brawny 
men  wiiose  business  seemed  to  be  haulmg  logs  to 
the  sawmill  and  boaids  to  the  Delaware  at  Wal- 
ton for  railing  tc>  Trenton  and  I'iiiladelphia  mar- 
kets." 

.\fter  Mr.  Bragg  ijought  the  grist  and  sawmill 
property  from  Mr.  Crooker,  he  met  with  a  second 
misfortune.     The  mills  were  burned.     It  is  related 

rockburn  the  Masonic  sijn,  hoping  to  secure  release.  Both  men  were  dis- 
charj;ed  and  returned  home,  attribulint;  their  ;;ood  fortune  to  Mr.  C  JOi'ver's 
membership  in  the  Masonic  i  )ri':er.  In  ll-.o  loUowing  y.tar  Coc'icbura  re- 
turned to  F.ng  and.  N.ipoleon  had  ju^i  been  overthrovk-.'i  at  Waterli>3  at;d 
to  Cockb.irn  was  assicned  the  duty  of  conveying  trie  lallen  Emperor  into 
exile  at  St.  Helena.  He  remained  in  St.  Helena  in  chnrce  of  Naiwlcon  as 
Governor  o(  ihe  island  until  the  following  summer.  It  seems  proper  to  re- 
mark that  Mr.  Crooiter'.-i  friend  in  lericho  mi^ht  have  gor.e  to  St.  Helena 
with  hi-.  .Ma-ionio  m.;'1  and  hel[ied  Naj^o'eon  out  of  his  di.'i;ul:ici. 
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that,  on  the  morning  after  the  fire,  Mr.  Bragg  was 
seen  coming  down  the  street  smoking  a  pipe  and 
with  an  axe  over  his  shoulder.  Asked  where  he 
\vas  going,  his  reply  was,  that  he  was  starting  lor 
the  woods  to  cut  timber  lor  a  new  mill.  This  illus- 
trates the  indomitable  pluck  of  Joel  Bragg.  He 
not  oidy  erected  a  new  sawmill  but  the  stone 
building  used  for  the  gristmill  was  his  work. 

Later  on  Mr.  Bragg  Iniilt  the  present  brick  house 
belonging  to  the  Dr.  Gregory  estate,  making  tlie 
bricks  himself,  in  the  lot  between  the  schoolhouse 
grounds  and  the  railroad  station.  This  was  not 
long  after  1S37.  Students  at  the  old  Academy  can 
recall  the  ditches  that  formerl^v  existed  in  that 
ground,  where  clay  had  been  taken  out  to  make 
bricks.  The  land  being  marshy  there,  these  ditches 
were  commonly  full  of  water  and  became  popidous 
with  frogs.  I  well  reincrnber  going  tl^ere  with 
other  boys  to  catch  these  frogs  with  spears,  roast- 
ing their  legs  at  the  fire  we  built  nearb_\-. 

Mr,  Bragg  died  in  1S70  at  tlie  age  of  cighty-tive 
years  and  ten  month^.  .\  son  of  his  who  was 
reared  in  this  village  rose  to  honors  elsewhere, — 
Edward  S.  Bragg.  He  was  born  in  Triad  ilia  in 
1827,  was  educated  at  Hobart  College  and  read 
law  in  the  ofhce  of  Judge  Xol^le.  .Vdmitted  to  the 
bar  in  1S4-S,  he  soon  removed  to  For.d  du  Lac, 
Wisconsin,  where  he  liad  helil  several  offices  before 
ISGO,  and  in  that  year  l)ccante  a  delegate  to  t!:e 
Charleston  Convention  which  noniinateil  Stephen 
7^) 
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A.  licrjglas!^.  Ho  became  a  captain  in  the  arniv  in 
1S61  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier-General, 
with  which  he  was  mustered  out  in  Octo])er,  1SG5, 
having  served  in  nearly  all  the  campaign  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  lie  was  a  delegate  to  the 
Democratic  conventions  v.-hich  nominated  Seymour, 
Greelc}'  and  Cleveland.  The  first  nomination  of 
Cleveland  was  seconded  by  him  in  a  speech  which 
became  celebrated  all  over  the  counLry  for  its  al- 
lusion to  Tamman3' Hall's  opposition  to  Cleveland, 
General  Bragg  saying  Cleveland  was  admired  "for 
the  enemies  he  had  made."  General  Bragg  has 
been  rcjicaiedly  elected  to  Congress  where  he  was 
always  a  consjiicuous  iignre  on  tlie  Democratic 
side.  He  was  seriously  mentioned  as  a  candidate 
for  President  on  the  Sound  Money  Democratic 
ticket,  to  run  during  the  first  Bryan  campaign. 

These  villai-e  mills  Irive  bad  many  names  con- 
temjiorary  with  their  owners.  I'csides  the  Bissells 
and  Mr.  Bragg,  the  owners  have  iricluded  X.  F. 
Brant,  Albert  T.  Hodges.  M.  \V.  Duley  and  H.  Y. 
Canfieid,the  present  owner.  Plistorie  amongindus- 
tries  in  this  village  tliey  stand.  Elsewhere  in  the 
tov/n,  lew,  if  any,  ]-)Iouecr  mills  .stil!  remain,  and 
fewer  still  have  any  work  to  pcrfoiin.  l->ven  here 
the  familiar  hum  of  wheol  and  l)uzz  of  saw,  v.-hich 
aforetime  were  often  the  only  sounds  that  the  vil- 
lage heard  in  still  summer  afternoons,  and  which 
formerly  were  oi'ten  heard  through  the  night  time 
nl<o,  r,ow  seldom  st;irtle  even  the  most  listening 
SO 
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ear.  What  piles  of  logs  have  I  not  seen  gathered 
about  that  site  in  boyhood  times;  whai  sleigh- 
loads  have  1  not  seen  pass  through  village  streets, 
now  and  then  to  climb  upoii  their  tops  for  a  ride  to 
the  mill  site  to  \vatch  their  unloading  1  Grass  is 
now  growing  close  to  the  highway  where  logs  once 
were  piled  to  the  utmost  limit,  and  seldom  does 
any  sound  emerge  from  either  n3ill  roof  or  shed. 


81 


VII. 


CHURCHES,    SEIDGES     AND 
A    SCHOOL. 

18  09--1824. 

Thh  earliest  religious  serviecs  held  in  Unadiila 
village  appear  lo  have  been  conducted  by  "  Father" 
Nash.  He  eaiiie  to  Otseg^o  County  as  a  mission- 
ary near  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  centur\'  atid 
labored  iu  manj'  parts  of  the  county  with  great 
zeal  and  fruitful  results  for  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  His  wife  often  went  with  him  to  distant 
places  on  horseback,  she  leading  in  the  singing 
while  he  eonductcd  tl;e  services.  Of  many  fipisco- 
pal  Churches  in  the  county,  he,  in  a  spiiitual  sense, 
was  the  founder. 

"Father"  Nash  had  held  services  maii\-  times  in 
Unadilla  before  St.  Matthew's  Church  wasfounded, 
the  meetings  being  held  in  private  houses  and 
even  in  barns.  To  his  intluence  was  largely  due 
the  denominational  character  of  that  Church,  es- 
tablished as  it  \vas  in  a  community  composed  so 
largely  of  men  who  had  come  from  tlie  home  of 
Congregationalism.  It  was  due  to  his  intluence 
upon  them,  combined  v.-ith  the  fact  that  several  of 
these  men  had  already  acquired  some  acf|uaintance 
82 
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with  the  Episcopal  faith,  that  the  Church  took  on 
the  Episcopal  character.  These  men  were  Curtis 
Noble,  Isaac  Hayes,  Josiah  Thatcher,  Abijah  H. 
Beach,  Solomoii  Martin,  Dr.  Cone  and  Sherman 
Page.  They  had  all  come  from  ?ome  of  the  few 
Connecticut  towns  in  which  Episcopalianism  had 
been  able  at  last  to  secure  a  foothold.  To  its  forms 
and  faith  tliey  were  not  wholly  strangers. 

Among  the  first  Episcopal  clcrg^-mcn  who 
preached  in  Connecticut  was  a  member  of  the 
family  to  which  Mr.  Bcacli  belonged,  the  Rev. 
John  Ikach,  who  changed  to  that  faiili  from 
Congregationalism  in  1732,  and  became  an  active 
man  in  the  formation  of  Episcopal  Cliu relies  in  sev- 
eral Litchfield  towns.  In  17-iO,  he  rendered  such 
services  to  Woodbury,  tiie  ancestral  home  of  Solo- 
mon Martin,  where  in  IVSo  was  held  a  meeting 
which  has  historic  fame  as  the  first  step  taken  in 
this  country  to  secure  Episcopal  authority,  Samuel 
Seabury  being  selected  as  bishop. 

In  17oG,  the  Kev.  Jonathan  Arnold,  another 
Episcopal  clergyman,  held  services  at  Xev,-  Mil- 
ford,  the  home  of  Mr.  Noble  and  Mr.  lla\-es, 
"where  the  use  of  the  Lord's  [sraA'cr,  the  creed  and 
the  ten  commandments,  or  the  reading  of  the  scrip- 
tures in  divine  service  was  never  before  known", 
while  at  Xew  Milford  in  17G4'  a  church  was  or- 
ganized. At  Hebron,  the  home  of  the  Cones,  was 
formed  in  1 7.'U-  the  sixth  Ivpiscopal  Church  ever 
known  in  the  state  of  Connecticut;  while  at 
S?. 
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Cheshire,  the  home  of  Sherman  Page,  a  Chureh  edi- 
fice had  first  Ijeen  erected  in  17G0.  The  Nobles  of 
New  Milford  \verc  among  the  most  iiciive  support- 
ers of  the  Ejjiscopal  Cluirch  in  lli;iL  place.  Mr. 
Haves  when  he  came  to  Uiiadilla,  although  his 
sympathies  as  an  Englishman's  son,  were  perhaps 
in  that  direction,  was  not  a  professing  Episcopal- 
ian. In  New  Milford  dwelt  frierids  of  Episeopal- 
ianism  named  Thaicher.  Partridge  Thatcher,  who 
went  there  originally  from  Lebanon,  was  the 
architect  of  the  New  Alilford  church.  To  the  same 
family  belonged  Josiah  Thatcher  who  came  from 
Norwalk,  where  also  Episcojial  beginnings  had 
been  made. 

When  finally  it  was  tlecidcd  to  form  a  Church  in 
Unadilla,  the  chief  inspiring  cause  was  a  desire  to 
clevatethe  moral  tone  of  thecomnnmit}- :  a  frontier 
settlement  seldom  m^iintnins  a  h.ighi  standard  of 
social  life.  The  motive,  therefore,  was  not  so  much 
to  found  a  Church  of  any  one  denomination,  as  to 
found  a  Church  of  some  kind.  The  denominational 
character  of  the  society  was  tinally  determined  by 
a  voie.  Sherman  Page  presided  at  the  meeting 
and  the  vote  was  equally  divided  .between  Episco- 
palianft  and  Presljyterians.  Mr.  Page  was  there- 
fore called  upon  to  give  a  casting  vote,  and  thus 
turned  the  scale  in  favor  oi  an  Ivpiscojjal  Church. 
This  meeting  was  held  in  1800. 

Por   the   first   permanent  rector,   the   wardens 
and   vestrymen   sent    to   Connecticut   and   secured 
8-1. 
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the  Rev.  Russell  Wheeler  who  catne  in  the  spring  of 
1814,  remaining  until  August  1819.  Josiah  That- 
cher made  a  special  journey  to  Connecticut  to 
arrange  for  his  coining,  Mr.  Wheeler  was  a  grad- 
uate of  Williams  College  and  had  studied  divinity 
undcr  Bishop  Hobart.  Before  coming  to  Unadilla 
he  had  been  rector  of  a  Chiirch  in  Watertown,  Con- 
necticut, ten  miles  frorii  Xew  Milford.  After  leav- 
ing Unadilla,  he  was  rector  of  the  Church  in  Morris. 
For  him  was  built  the  house  that  formerly  stood 
where  now  stands  the  S})erry  residence,  and  in 
which  afterwards  lived  .Allien  Benton  and  P.rad- 
ford  Kingsley. 

For  one  year  following  Mr.  Wheeler,  the  Rev. 
James  Kceler  was  rector,  and  then  came  the  Re\'. 
]Marcus  A.  PerrN'  who  remained  five  years,  his  home 
being  in  the  Howard  house.  Next  came  the  rector 
who  of  ah  men  that  evci  ministered  over  th.is 
Church  perh;i].->s  made  the  d-^ei:)est  personal  iiupres- 
sion  and  exerted  the  widest  innuencecui  the  commu- 
nity, tlie  Rev.  Xorman  H.  Adams.  lie  was  rector 
of  St.  Matthew's  from  lsi'5  until  1853,  the  year 
of  his  denlh.  In  the  vear  of  his  coming",  Colonel 
George  H.  Noble  addres'-ed  to  his  cousin,  Susan  E. 
Hayes,  who  was  then  in  Xew  York,  a  letter  in 
\vhich  he  said : 

"We  are  now  preparing  for  Christmas,  on  which 

occasion  we  calculate  to  have  Mr.  .\dains  prev^ch 

for  us.     He   commences  an  engagement    to  [)reach 

for  us   for   half  the  time   for  six:    montlis.     He   has 
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preached  here  two  Sundays  and  was  very  much 
liked  by  all  who  heard  him.  He  writes  elegantly 
and  is  quite  an  orator;  so  I  think  we  shall  not 
have  so  uiauy  dull,  go-to-niectingless  Sundays  this 
winter  as  we  had  anticipated." 

The  grave  of  ]Mr.  Adams  with  the  striking  monu- 
ment that  indicates  its  site  is  a  familiar  spot  in  the 
churchyard.  Mr.  Atianis  came  from  Greene  County 
and  was  an  old  friend  of  Arnold  B.  Watson,  who 
came  to  Unadilla  from  the  same  neighborhood. 

Ground  ior  a  Church  edifice  and  burial  purposes 
was  purchased  in  January  1810.  .V  headstone  in 
the  churchyard  still  marks  that  date  as  the  year  of 
the  first  interment.  A  contract  was  let  in  the  same 
^■car  to  Sampson  Crooker  for  the  construction  of  a 
building  thirty  feet  by  fifty,  but  for  want  of  means 
the  frame  stood  as  n  skeleton  for  two  years  after- 
\\:\ri].  A\-h.:.'n  the  siTucture  w;!S  ot  l:.st  finished. 
Trinity  Churcli  of  Xe'.v  \"ork  city  supplied  the  p;ir- 
ish  with  the  money  needed  for  this  pur|vosc — fourteen 
hundred  dollars.  The  means  bv  v.-hioh  that  opu- 
lent corporation  wns  induced  to  make  the  contri- 
buti<ni  forms  an  interesting  story.  It  has  come 
down  from  Judge  Page,  through  the  recoilectiotis 
of  Lester  IIubt)dl.* 

The  vestry  of  St.  Matthew's  had  ilecided  to  ask 
Tri:nty  for  help  and  Judge  Page  was  sent  to  New 
York  to  make  the  ajjplication.  He  found  on  arri- 
val that  Trinity  hrul  scd  many  applications  of  the 

*  I'rir.tcJ  in  ;he  L'n.'dilla  Ti:ne«  in  Avipist  1900. 
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OLD     TRIMTY     fitLPS     ST.     NiATTHtVV'S. 

kind  that  its  j.iolic}-  had  been  to  decline  all,  but  the 
Judge,  by  means  of  the  City  Directory,  ascertained 
the  personal  addresses  of  all  members  of  the  vestry 
and  proceeded  to  call  upon  them.  On  meeting 
with  a  relusal  from  the  lirst  one  lie  told  him  how 
much  he  regretted  to  return  home  without  securing 
a  single  vote,  and  asked  as  a  favor  that  he  might 
have  this  man's  vote.  The  vestryman  at  last  eoji- 
sented,  but  assured  the  Judge  he  could  not  ])ossibly 
secure  the  gift.  The  Judge  then  called  upon  the 
other  vestrymen  and  employed  the  same  methods 
as  with  the  first.  Each  was  to  give  him  one  vote 
in  order  to  save  his  pride  on  returning  home. 
When  the  vestr^'  of  Trinity-  car.u-  together,  the  re- 
quest from  St.  Matthew's  was  duly  read  by  the 
clerk,  put  to  a  vote,  and,  to  the  surprise  of  every 
one  present  except  the  Judge,  was  passed  unani- 
njously.  The  Judge  is  said  to  have  ke])this  counte- 
Tiarice  in  a  state  of  rigid  repose,  when  lie  rose  to  liis 
teet  and  ih.-iidvcd  the  vestry  foi'  their  generosity. 

Bishop  Ilobart  consecrated  the  Clmrch  in  ISll 
and  in  1S17  a  bell  that  had  been  cast  in  London 
was  set  up.  In  1  S-i-T)  tlie  church  at  a  cost  oJ  lifteen 
hundred  dollars  was  enlarged  and  entirely  re- 
modeled by  William  J.  Thompson.  This  was 
during  the  administration  of  Mr.  .Vdams:  it  w.as 
newly  consecrated  by  Bishop  DeLancey.  .^ibout 
seven  years  afterwards  another  enlargement  of  the 
nave  was  made  by  Mr.  Tliompson  and  Le^vis 
Ca..rmichael,  during  the  rectorship  of  the  Kev. 
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Samuel  H.  Norton.  About  the  titnc  wlieu  Trinity' 
Church  gave  the  IburLeeu  hundred  dollars,  Goulds- 
borough  Banyar  gave  the  Church  IIG  acres  of  land 
two  miles  below  the  village, — a  property  which 
was  retained  until  some  3'ears  alter  the  Civil  War, 
when  it  was  sold  and  the  present  reetorv  in  part 
built  from  the  proceeds. 

The  Hrst  grave  opened  within  the  burial  groimd 
was  that  of  Edward  Howell,  a  sea  captain,  who, 
early  in  the  centur}-,  had  abandoned  his  roving  life 
and  settled  on  the  Xathaniel  Wattles  place  intend- 
ing there  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
When  the  purchase  of  this  laud  was  under  consid- 
eration, ivir.  Howell  was  asked  for  a  subscription. 
He  declined  on  the  ground  that  he  had  just  sold 
his  farm  with  the  intention  of  going  \vith  his 
faniil\-  to  Hath,  Steul)en  County.  A  feu'  days  af- 
terward'^, Cnptnin  Howell  v,-as  taken  ill  aiid  died. 
Thus  his  grave  was  the  t'lrst  ever  opened  in  tliose 
grounds.  As  may  still  be  seen,  the  stone  that 
marks  Ca;:)tain  How  lH's  grave  was  "inscribed  by 
his  children."  The  family  removed  to  liath  where 
one  of  his  sons  became  a  judge  and  member  of 
Congress. 

In  this  churchyaril  are  buried  many  of  the  first 
Un:ulilla  jiiotieers,  as  well  as  men  who  followed 
them  in  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
among  the  number  Solomon  Martin,  Guido  L.  Ris- 
sell,  Josiali  "Thatcher.  James  Hugliston,  Isaac 
Haye>,    Curti-^    Xol^le,    Stei.:)Iien    Benton,    Slierman 


CAPT.     EDWARD     HOWELL. 

Page,  William  Wilmol,  Adanijah,  Daniel,  Gilbert 
and  Gardner  Cone,  Abijah  H.  Beach,  David  Pinch, 
Nicl  Robertson,  Fowler  P.  Bryan,  Joel  Bragg.  Col. 
A.  D.  WilUanis,  Henry  Ogden,  Dr.  John  Colweii, 
Erastus  Kingsley,  Arnold  B.  Watson,  Col.  Samuel 
North,  Frederick  A.  Sands,  Rev.  Norman  H.Adams, 
L.  Bennett  Woodnifi",  Henry  S.  Woodruff,  and  Dr. 
Gains  L.  Halsey. 

An  earlier  burial  place  than  this  stood  just  east 
of  Lester  Hubljcll's  summer  home.  There  was 
buried  Daniel  BisscU.  Mr.  Thompson  reraendjered 
the  head  stone  that  marked  his  grave.  What  dis- 
position was  made  of  thcsegraves  wdien  the  grounds 
were  abandoned  as  a  burial  place,  the  author  has 
been  unatile  to  ascertain. 

Contemporary  with  the  founding  of  St.  Mat- 
thew's Ch.urcli  v.\as  the  foiuiding  of  I"rced(')m  Lodge. 
Its  charier  dares  from  the  same  }'ear — ISCi'J.  De 
Witt  Clinton  was  then  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  State.  At  the  organization  of  the 
lodge,  Stephen  Benton  was  made  master,  Abijah 
H.  Beach  senior  warden,  and  Sherman  I^age,  junior 
warden.  For  some  years  meetings  -wcie  held  in 
the  house  of  Stephen  Benton.  During  that  ])eriod, 
thclodge  records  were  lost  in  a  fire  which  destroyed 
Air.  Beriton's  house.  In  the  time  of  the  anti-Ma- 
sonic movement,  growing  out  of  the  Morgan  trag- 
edy, the  lodge  was  practically  closed.  I'ut  in  185  4, 
it  was  reorganized,  with  .\.  B.  Watson  as  Master, 
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and  R.  G.  Mead  and  A.  D.  Williams  as  wardens. 
To  a  much  later  date  belongs  the  Chapter. 

After  St.  Matthew's,  the  next  oldest  village 
Chnreh  is  the  Presbyterian,  the  innuence  oi" which 
has  been  an  iinj.ortint  factor  in  spiritual  and  so- 
cial life.  Two  Presbyterian  missionaries  had  been 
here  before  ISOO,  and  possiljly  as  early  as  the 
coming  of  "Fatlier"  Xash.  Perhaps  it  was  due 
to  them  that  so  much  early  Calvinistic  strength 
had  been  sho^vn  in  Coojierstown  and  Sidney.  But 
Elihu  Spencer  and  Gideon  llawley  had  been  more 
than  forty  \-ears  in  advance  of  them,  tb.ose  men 
coning  as  missionaries  to  the  Indians.  It  is, 
therefore,  true  that  the  earliest  religious  teachings 
ill  the  valle3-  came  from  men  of  the  Presbyterian 
faith,  although  on  village  soil  tlie  pioneer, — in  so 
far  as  depth  of  imjjression  Vv-as  concerned,  and 
possilily  as  a  matte  n''  date  also— v/as  "Father" 
Nash,  an  Episcopalian. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  in  I'nadilhi  was  organ- 
ized in  is2.T.  Its  first  members  were  Uiiah  Han- 
ford,  Rhoda  ilanford,  Jesse  R.  flovey,  Mary  Hovey, 
llolley  Sceley,  Garrett  Monfort,  Sarah  Monfort, 
John  Hells,  Sophia  Bottom,  Daniel  CasLic,and  Philo 
L.  Phelps.  For  several  years  services  were  held  in 
the  schoobhouse  and  in  private  dwellings.  The 
building  of  a  Church  edifice  was  delayed  until  1844, 
the  year  in  which  at  Sand  Hill  the  Baptist  church 
was  erected. 

Since  the  building  of  the  E])iscopal  church  thirty 
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jcars  had  now  gone  by,  in  which  fact  \vc  see  the 
historic  importance  in  early  vihage  annals  of  St. 
Matthew's.  At  Unadilla  Centre,  as  early  as  1S30, 
a  Methodist  Church  had  been  set  up,  but  it  was 
not  until  a  quarter  of  a  century  a.ftcrward  that  a 
Methodist  Cluirch  building  was  erected  in  Un^idilla 
b3'  a  society  desiined  to  exert  marked  inlluence, 
and  to-day  existing  in  a  fine  state  of  vigor  and  use- 
fulness. 

The  Baptist  Church  dates  from  1S4-7.  Judge 
Page  gave  the  land  on  which  the  building  siands, 
valued  by  him  at  two  hundred  dollars.  Frederick 
A.  Sands,  William  J.  llughston  and  Simeon  Bid- 
well  were  among  the  otlicr  contributors.  Alany 
gifts  were  in  small  sums.  Scores  of  persons  gave 
twenty-five  and  fifty  cenvs.  Anj-thing  was  accept- 
able. On  the  original  sul)scription  book  may  still 
be  read  items  like  these:  ''.ST)  in  b<,iots  and  shoes'*; 
"SlO.  one-half  in  cash,  half  in  hats";  "  $5  in 
boots  and  shoes  "  ;  "$3  in  a  United  States  map"; 
"2  d(~)2ei.'-  papers  of  tobacco";  and  twenty-five 
cents  in  th.c  form  of  "one  bottle  of  Cliolcra  Mor- 
bus Specilic." 

Spafford  records  that  in  1S24,  Un^idilla  pos- 
sessed "a  handsome  toll  bridge  across  the  Susque- 
hanna, 250  feet  long,  with  three  arches  well  covered 
and  painted,  as  ornamental  to  the  village  as  it  is 
useful."  This  bridge  had  been  erected  in  IS]  7, 
the  builder  being  Lutlicr  Cowles  and  one  of  the 
workmen  Guido  L.  B:s<oll.  It  supplanted  an  older 
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and  inferior  strucLurc  which  had  been  partly  com- 
pleted as  early  as  1S0-1-,  and  which  stood  a  iew 
feet  further  up  the  stream  where  remains  of  one  of 
the  piers  were  still  visible  a  few  years  ago  in  clear 
\vater.  The  piers  ol  the  new  bi  id^'c  Avere  origi- 
nally formed  of  plank  boxes  filled  with  stone. 
These  proved  inadequate  in  times  of  high  water 
and  projecting  \ncr<  of  stronger  masonry  Vvcre 
erected  in  their  phiee.  The  bridge  continued  in  use 
until  1S03,  when  the  })resetit  structure  of  iron  was 
erected.  It  was  owned  by  a  company  which  had 
the  privilege  of  raising  money  by  issuing  bank 
notes. 

The  building  of  another  bridge  on  a  new  site  at 
Unadilla  was  probably  influenced  somewhat  by 
the  enter})rise  which  v/as  buildiiig  up  a  settlement 
at  Crookervilie.  It  w;is  also  insjiircd  by  the  grow- 
ing interests  of  xh>-  ]"\vcr  1;a<i;iess  centre  of  tiie 
village.  On  June  l.'9,  IS'J.'?.  in  the  presence  of  Dan- 
iel C*^  ne,  Stephen  Ijcnton  gave  the  Commissioners 
of  Ili"hwa\-s  a  quitclaim  d,eed  to  a  strip  of  land 
running  "from  the  turnpike  near  Foster's  Tavern* 
on  the  west  side  of  Sherman  Page's  line  south." 

This  laiid  was  granted  for  a  public  highway  and 
was  to  revert  back  to  Stcplien  lien  toil  or  his  heirs 
"in  one  year  after  the  bridge  which  is  contem- 
plated to  be  built  across  the  river  shall  become 
impassable    for    teams    and    loads,    unless    a    new 

'This  was  the  tavern  which  Dr.  Can»  had  crecti.i  on  the  present  site  of 
the  Vnadilb  House. 
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THE     TWO    BRIDGES. 

bridge  shall  be  built,  and  that  in  good  repair  for 
passing  with  loads  and  teams."  On  the  same  day 
a  similar  deed  to  land  one  rod  wide  adjoining  Mr. 
Benton's  was  given  to  Shcriiiaii  Page  in  Daniel 
Cone's  piv^eiiee  for  simil-ir  vises  and  on  the  same 
conditions.  Benjamin  Saunders,  \Y.  D.  Spencer 
and  Eber  I-\rris,  Commissioners  of  Plighways,  laid 
out  this  road  "agreeable  to  the  request  of  Gilbert 
Cone,  Albert  P.enton  and  John  Bissell,  trustees  for 
building  the  free  bridge."  This  bridge  remained 
free  for  ten  ^-ears  and  then  became  a  toll-bridge. 
The  road  was  not  opened  earlier  than  1823.  .\  new- 
iron  bridge  was  erected  on  this  site  in  the  summer 
of  1S94-. 

In  1S21,  a  handsome  two-story  building  was 
erected  as  a  school-house,  including  a  classical 
scliool  of  about  thirty  scholars  and  ;<  common 
district  scr.ool.  The  land  tor  a  sire  hnd  been 
granted  Ijy  Robert  Harper  of  Windsor  in  July, 
18?-?-,  the  consideration  being  "one  dollar  and 
other  divers  good  cavises  and  considerations  him 
thereunto  moving."  This  edifice,  on  the  site  of  the 
present  home  of  K.  K.  Teller,  continued  in  use  as  a 
fchool  for  about  sixty-hve  years,  when  it  \vas  sold 
for  a  hundred  dollars,  moved  to  a  street  across  the 
railroad  track  and  converted  into  a  dwelling. 
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VIII. 

PIOKEEES    IN    TEIBUTAEY 
NEIGKEOHHOODS. 

1784--1823. 


TliE  rapidity  wilh  which  Ibc  lands  in  this  vallcv 
were  taken  up,  once  they  liad  been  made  aceessible, 
is  most  striking.  Not  only  was  the  site  of  the 
village  put  under  eultivjition  before  the  eenturv 
closed,  but  many  tracts  elsewhere,  on  the  liills  to 
the  north  and  south  and  along  tlie  two  rivers, 
Susquehanna  and  UnadiUa.  Ofthosc  pioneers  this 
volume  should  contain  some  record.  Thev  became 
familiar  figures  in  village  sirfcts.  Here  tliev  found 
a  market  for  their  j)roduce:  here  many  of  them 
4%itended  Church;  here  was  the  bank;  iiere  lived 
their  family  physicians  and  their  lawvcrs:  here 
was  the  post  otlice,  and  here  were  the  dry  goods 
and  grocery  stores.  Some  of  these  localities  have 
since  bviilt  i,[>  villages  of  ilicir  own,  $uch  as  Sidney 
Centre  (or  Maywood  )  and  Wells  Bridge;  but  for 
three-quarters  of  a  century  Unadilia  was  the  cen- 
tral village  with  which  all  their  interests  were 
closely  identified. 

Across  the  river  from  the  village  in  the  Crooker- 
ville  neigliborhood,  a  settlement  had  been  started 
0} 
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b_v  Stephen  Wood  before  the  eighteenth  century 
dosed,  and  here  was  a  sawniilL  Mr.  Wood's  wife 
was  a  sister  of  WiUiani  Gordon  who  afterwards 
came  to  Hve  on  the  Nathjuuel  Watties  plaec.  Mr. 
Gordon  was  the  father  of  Samuel  Gordon  of  Delhi 
v.ho  was  stationed  at  Unadilla  during  the  Civil 
War  as  F'rovost  'Marshall.  The  sawmill  in  Crook- 
erville  had  been  built  some  years  before  1800, when 
Guido  L.  Bissell  charged  Mr.  Gordon  "to  two  daj's 
on  the  mill,  six  shillings",  "to  repairing  the  saw- 
mill, 14  shillings",  and  in  ISOl,  "to  work  on  saw- 
mill, 6  shillings",  and  "to  work  on  sawniill  and 
gate  G  shillings."  Soon  afterwards  a  grist  mill 
was  erected.  It  was  owned  by  a  man  named 
Bemiett  who  sold  it  to  Mr.  Crooker,  after  whom 
tlie  place  got  its  name. 

Mr.  Crooker  gave  a  new  start  to  the  settlement 
b3-  erecting  m  vroolen  mill  in  which  yarn  was  spun, 
cloth  woven  and  carpets  made.  For  some  of  th.ese 
cc'-pels  he  found  a  market  in  New  York.  He 
erected  seven  houses  arc>utu1  the  mills,  one  for  him- 
V.elf,  tiie  others  for  his  employes.  He  died  in  1S42, 
and  his  son  Hdmund  continued  the  business,  with 
Elisha  Thompson,  a  brother  of  William  J.  Tlioiii]:i- 
son,  but  in  184-1-.  the  property'  passed  into  the 
hands  of  Major  Fellows  who,  in  1S45,  converted 
the  woolen  mill  into  a  grist  mill. 

Early  among  those  who  reached  the  hills  north 
of  the  village  were  Peter  Rogers,  Abel  DeForest  and 
a  man   nr\med    Morefield.     In    1709,   Mr.  Rogers's 
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dwelling  was  described  as  an  "old  house."  indi- 
cating that  it  had  been  built  before  the  Revolution. 
Town  records  show  that  Mr.  DeForest  v.-as  living 
there  as  early  as  ]  797.  Other  men  who  came  to 
this  region  were  Elijah  Place  and  Rufus  Fisk,  as 
early  as  1799,  and  James  Maxwell,  John  Butler 
and  L^-sander  Curtis,  who  arrived  later. 

Abel  DeForest  was  a  member  of  Asseriibly  in 
ISIO,  1813  and  IS  14-.  The  DuForest  name  has 
been  well  preserved  in  numerous  descendants. 
According  to  the  census  of  1890,  there  were  fifty- 
eight  ]iersons  of  the  name  living  in  the  to%vn.  Wil- 
liam DeForest  for  more  than  ihirty  years  was  a 
groceryman  in  the  village.  Over  his  counter,  in  ex- 
change for  peanuts  and  oranges,  were  to  pass  the 
most  of  the  pennies  that  came  into  the  author's 
hands  v,-hen  a  boy. 

Lysonder  Curtis  oul!i\td  all  his  cojitempo- 
raries.  Wh.en  he  died  in  December,  1890,  his  age 
was  ninety-eight  years,  nine  months  and  twenty 
days.  F'or  nearly  sixty  years  he  had  li\cd  on  the 
same  farm.  He  was  born  in  Columbia  County  in 
1792  and  came  to  this  valley  with  his  father  when 
twelve  years  old.  He  served  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  in  1833  settled  on  300  acres  of  unimproved 
land  at  the  upper  end  of  Rogers  Hollow.  Out  of 
this  land  he  made  a  valuable  farm,  which  at  the 
time  of  liis  death  was  still  in  his  possession.  Mr. 
Curtis  had  voted  at  every  election  save  one  since 
he  becar.ic  of  age. 
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Noah  Gregory,  whose  son  settled  in  that  part  of 
the  tov,-n  called  Unadilla  Centre,  was  a  native  of 
Norwalk,  Connecticut,  where  he  was  born  in  1796. 
He  lived  in  Gilbertsville,  and  after  him  was  named 
Grcgor\-  Hill.  His  son,  Ebcnezer  Gregory,  in  1S23 
married  James  AI  ax  well's  daughter  and  moved  to 
a  farm  where  he  built  the  stone  house  that  stilT 
stands  in  I'nadilla  Centre.  He  reared  four  sons 
and  four  daughters  who  have  contributed  for  more 
than  one  generation  familiar  figures  to  the  social 
and  Vnisiness  life  of  the  village. 

One  of  his  sons  vras  Jared  C.  Gregorv  who  died 
in  Madison,  Wisconsin,  in  1S91.  He  lived  in.  Una- 
dilla for  many  \'ears,  reading  law  \vith  Ju.dge 
Noble,  and  practising  it  here  mttil  IS.IS  when  he 
removed  to  Wisconsin,  having  been  two  years  be- 
fore the  Dcniocratic  candidate  for  Congress.  In 
^Viscon^in  he  hail  success  as  a  lawver,  became  a 
Regent  of  the  I'nivcrsity  of  the  State  and  post- 
master of  Madison  unler  President  Cleveland. 
His  wife  was  Charlotte  Camp,  a  sister  of  Mrs. 
Charles  C.  Noble.  She  is  still  living  in  Madison. 
The  autltoi- had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  her  there 
in  the  summer  of  1900,  while  securing  material 
for  "The  Old  New  York  Frontier"  in  the  Library 
of  the  State  Historical  Society.  He  spent  two 
hours  in  her  liome,  and  they  passed  as  might  one. 

.Another  son  was  Dr.  Nelson  B.  Gregory,  \vho  in 
the  last  years  oi'  his  life  wa":  a  cons'picuous  Hgtire 
in  the  village.     In  his  y(nith  he  had  learned  dent- 
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istry  and  went  to  France  where  lie  became  a  pio- 
neer American  dentist.  He  had  among  his  {)atients 
men  of  wb.om  the  workl  everywhere  has  heard, 
inehidin,!^  Thiers.  He  returned  to  IJnadilla  about 
twenty  years  ago  rind  devoted  h.imseh"  to  farming 
and  stock  raising  on  the  fertile  island  farm  formed 
bv  the  Susc|uehanna  ruid  the  brmnekill.  He  died  in 
1895. 

In  1804-,  Abel  Holmes  came  frora  Connetieut  to 
Morris,  bringing  with  liini  a  son  Amos,  then  one 
year  and  a  half  old.  In  1S09  Air.  Holmes  went  to 
llnadilla  Centre,  built  a  log  house  and  cleared  up 
a  farm,  with  his  nearest  neighbor  living  one  mile 
away.  He  lived  to  be  eighty-four  years  old,  and 
his  son  Amos  died  at  ninety-live.  Amos  learned  to 
ride  a  bicycle  when  he  was  ninety-three.  The  last 
years  of  .Vmos's  life  were  spent  in  the  village  and 
he  distinetlv  rememliend  the  ]il;ice  Jis  b.v  had  seen 
it  in    boyhood. 

By  ISUO  mciny  families  were  living  alung  the  okl 
Butternut  road,  running  north  from  the  Xoblc  and 
Hayes  store.  Beginning  at  the  north  line  of  tlie 
town  and  coming  south,  the  lirst  iarm  was  occu- 
pied by  Richard  Mussoii,  who  had  settled  there  in 
1804.  Tlien  came  iti  the  order  nanied,  Daniel 
Adcock,  Jehiel  Clark,  Captain  A.  Bushnell.a  family 
on  the  Peter  Ct)on  farm,  Sinu-on  Church,  L.  Farirs- 
worth  arui  James  MaxweU.  This  brir.gs  us  to 
Unatlilla  Centre  where  Mr.  Maxwell  kept  a  hotel. 
South  from  this  ]joint  the  settlers  were  Mr.  L.'tmb, 
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yir.  Carr,  WilHain  Derrick,  a  colored  man  who  had 
tbrrncrly  been  a  slave  owned  by  General  Jacob 
Morris,  another  Air.  Carr,  Jarviv^  Smith,  Johii 
Plavnes,  wdio  was  a  blacksmith,  Joseph  Smith,  Mr. 
Allen,  and  tinalh'  IMr.  Heinenwciy.  Tliis  brought 
the  traveler  to  the  hill  overlooking  the  village,  at 
the  base  of  which  lav  a  group  of  buildings  belong- 
ing to  merchants,  stock  dealers,  and  farmers, 
gathered  about  the  stcire  and  distillery  of  Noble 
and  Hayes.  * 

In  the  Sand' Hill  and  Hampsliire  Hohow  regions, 
the  town  road  records  show  that  lands  had  been 
taken  up  before  the  eighteenth  century  closed. 
Among  the  early  names  are  fianiel  I'«ucklcy,  John 
Sisson,  Samuel  Merriman.  Elislui  Lathrop,  Thomas 
Wilbur,  and  John  Cranston,  all  of  whom  had  ar- 
rived iis  t-nrly  as  ITOo  when  Abner  Griffith  and 
S:imuel  I'-jtis  were  livirig  0:1  tlie  I'iver  ri.'ad  south 
of  those  settlen-.ents.  John  Sisson  came  as  early 
as  1790,  living  first  on  the  river  road  and  then  re- 
moving to  the  neighborhood  after\vards  called 
Sisson  Hill.  C)ther  e:irl_\-  names  are  halter  I'erris, 
John  Palmer,  Aaron  Sisson,  Lee  I'almer.  Hezckiah 
and  William  Carr,  Edwanl  Smith,  Harvey  Potter, 
Bethel  Lesure,  Samuel  Patterson,  and  Caj^tain 
Seth  Rov.  Icy. 

Captain  Rf>wlcy  had  taken  part  in  the  siege  of 
Fort  Schuyler  in  1777,  that  historic  e\ent  which, 
combined  with  the  battle  at  Oriskany,  precipitated 

*  Robtrt  Scon  M'j-ison  in  the  L'n.iJilb  Tir.ics  in  Nove:ul>ir.  i3i?, 
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the  Border  Wars  of  the  American  Revolution. 
Caj)tain  Rowley  s])cnt  three  weeks  at  Fort  Schuy- 
ler. He  died  at  tlie  ai:e  of  ninety-one.  On  the 
river  road  near  the  month  of  Sand  Piill  Creek  set- 
tled Captain  Klish:i  Savmders,  who  was  a  physician 
as  well  as  a  soldier.  He  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Queenstown  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  left  two  sons, 
one  of  wliom  bceaine  a  physician  in  Otego,  while 
the  other,  B.  G.  \V.  Saunders,  lived  for  many  years 
in  I'nadilla. 

Benjariiin  Wheaton  liad  settled  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  town  before  179G.  lie  survived  in  that 
neighborhood  as  the  traditional  hero  of  many 
hiniting  tales,  some  of  v.diich  are  worthy  of  P>aron 
Munchausen.  One  of  them  relates  to  a  panther. 
Mr.  Wheatcui,  after  a  long  tramj)  through  the 
woods,  on  sitting  tlowi!  to  rest,  fell  asleep.  When 
he  awoke,  lie  foiun!  hiir.SL-li  covered  witli  leaves 
and  concluded  tliat  a  printlier  had  lhi;s  bestowed 
upon  him  ilie  attentions  received  from  other  crea- 
tures by  the  celebrated  Babes  in  the  Woods.  He 
believed  however  tiuit  the  panther's  attentions 
had  been  promjjted  by  self  interest,  in  that  she  ex- 
pected to  leturn  with  her  young  iind  make  a  meal 
of  him.  Accordingly,  he  climbed  a  tree  and  when 
the  big  eat  came  back  with  her  kittens,  the  mighty 
hunter  slew  all  three. 

The  condition  of  Hampshire  Hollow,  which  was 
settled  by  seven  families  from  New  Ham])shire,  has 
been  described  by  Sylvester  Smith  as  it  existed  in 
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the  early  part  of"  the  centur\'.*  The  heads  of  I'ami- 
]ies  and  the  number  of  their  children  were  these: 
Parker  Fleteher,  seven  children;  Whiting'  liacoii, 
(the  fiither  of  Sairiucl  1>.  Bacon  of  Unadilla), 
eleven;  Peter  Davis,  six;  Walter  Winans,  four; 
Gains  S{:)au]ding,  four;  Hphraim  Smith,  ten;  Abra- 
ham Post,  ten;  John  Cranston,  ten  ;  Samuel  Lamb, 
four;  Levi  Lathrop,  twelve;  Asa  Lesure,  eight; 
Ephraim  Robbins,  six;  Theophihis  Merriniari, 
seven;  William  Cliapi!!,  seven ;  John  Lesure,  eight 
(Mr.  Lesure  was  living  in  ISOl  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
nine) ;  Thomas  J.  Davis,  three,  and  B.  >.L  Gold- 
smith, three.  Nearly  all  of  these  families  in  Mr. 
Smith's  boyhood  were  still  living  in  log  liouses. 

With  the  building  of  the  road  irom  the  Ouleout 
over  to  Carr's  Crccic,  in  1701.  an  im])oriant  begin- 
ning was  made  in  OjK-ning  up  the  Sidney-  Centre 
r.cigIdjorl]Ot;d — a  road  little  used  now-a-days  lie- 
cause  of  tlie  hcav\'  grade,  but  it  seems  to  have 
been  the  original  means  of  ajjproaeh  to  Sidney 
Centre.  Settlers  came  in  slowly.  The  first  to  ar- 
rive came  before  the  road  \\-as  open.  Jacob  Bid- 
well  settled  therein  171i3  and  found  two  or  three 
families  had  ])rceeded  him,  l)ut  they  did  not  remain 
long.  Mr.  Bid  well  built  a  hoiuse  on  the  farm 
owned  in  recent  years  by  Harper  W.  Dewey.  His 
brother  taught  the  fust  school  on  Carr's  Creek  and 
in  1798,  at  this  wilderness   home,  was  born  a    son 

'  Letter  to  the  Unudillj  Timr,  in  June,  i3^i.  '''    '        " 
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who  spent  his  old  ago  in  I'uadilla  village — Simeon 
Bidwell. 

At  Smith  SettkincuL  homes  were  planted  about 
the  same  time,  the  pioneer  having  been  Scimucl 
Smiih.  On  theXiles  tarm  the  first  settler  was  John 
Wellman  who  sold  the  pkice  to  Joseph  Xiles  in 
1810.  Mr.  Niles  eame  ironi  Conncetieut.  He  was 
drafted  tor  the  War  of  1812  and  for  twenty-fivt- 
dollars  hired  a  man  tc>  go  in  his  plaee.  This  man 
went  to  Saekett's  ILarlior  under  General  Erastus 
Koot  of  Delhi.  Mr.  Xile.^'s  son  Samuel  lived  on 
this  farm  all  his  life.  I  think.  In  1810,  David 
Baker,  the  iather  of  Horace  and  William  Baker, 
came  to  this  neighborhood. 

Another  early  settler  was  Jonathan  1-lurdiek. 
His  father  had  settled  in  Kortright  in  ISIO.  Jona- 
than came  to  Carr's  Creek  in  ISoG.  L.xcejit  fir  the 
Smith  settlenient,  tlic  country  was  still  in  large 
]KJrt  a  wilderness.  .Assisted  by  his  wife  Mr.  Bur- 
dick  rolled  up  a  log  hivase.  His  lather  had  been 
present  as  one  of  tlie  guard  at  the  time  Major  An- 
dre' was  taken  from  tlie  old  Dutch  Church  at  Tap- 
pan  to  his  place  of  execution,  for  complicity  in  the 
treason  of  Ik'uedict  Arnold.  The  father  was  also 
present  at  tlie  surrender  of  Cornwallis.  Another 
pioneer  in  the  Sidney  Centre  neighborhood  was 
Windsor  Merithew.  He  came  in  1835.  The  tirst 
school-house  in  this  region  was  built  in  1825  and 
was  constructed  of  logs. 
.  .In  the  })ai)er  mill  district  some  of  the  tirst  settle- 
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iiieiits  in  the  town  were  made.  Here  stood  the 
original  vinac;e  of  I'nadilla.  a  village  of  scattered 
farms,  planted  in  1772  find  burned  by  the  Ameri- 
can soldiers  under  Colonel  William  Butler  in  1778, 
when  it  had  become  a  settlement  of  Indians,  Jirit- 
ish  Tories  and  runawa\'  negroes  who  had  driven 
out  the  original  Scotch-Irish  pioneers.  To  these 
lands  came  some  of  the  first  settlers  who  returned 
to  the  valley  after  the  war,  which  was  about 
1784.  On  the  pa]3cr  mill  site,  saw  and  grist  mills 
had  been  built  within  a  few  3-ears  and  around 
them  was  gathered  a  thriving  settlement.  The 
mills  were  owned  by  .\bimileck  .\rnold.  A  carding 
mill  and  clotli  dressing  iactorv  were  also  estab- 
lished here.  Mr.  .Arnold  arrived  soon  after  the  war 
closed  and  seems  to  have  been  here  before  the  con- 
flict began. 

On  the  farr.i  just  bcl->w  Uw  }>a.pcr  mill  site,  where 
tlie  Johnstons  siient  their  fii'st  .season,  was  made 
one  of  the  settlements  that  belong  to  a  time  pre- 
vious to  the  war.  Here  now  William  Hanna,  a 
Scotchman  from  Cherry  Valley,  made  his  home  and 
here  he  long  lived  and  kept  a  hotel.  ]\Ir.  Hanna 
was  possibly  a  relative  ol"  the  Rev.  \\'illiam  Hanna, 
who  twenty  years  before  had  Ijcen  pastor  of  the 
first  Presbyterian  Chuich  established  in  Alijany 
and  had  corresponded  with  Sir  William  Johnson, 
from  which  we  may,  perha])s,  infer  that  the 
3-ounger  William  Hanna  had  come  into  the  valley 
before  tlie  v.a.r.  The  younger  Har.na  had  served 
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in  the  Revolution  in  the  Third  Regiment  of  TryoTi 
County  MiHtia.  Witter  and  Hugh  Johnston  were 
in  tiie  same  regimeni.  In  tliis  regiment  David 
MeMa?ter  \vrvS  a  captain. 

Two  Ouleout  names  that  ay)pear  on  the  muster 
roll  are  Abraham  Fidler  who  built  the  niill  there 
probably  before  the  war,  and  Abraham  Hodges, 
while  am<jng  other  names  arc  Daniel  and  David 
Ogden  of  Otego,  and  Henry  Scrc'inding  and  John 
VanDcv.-erker  of  Oneonta.  Jonathan  Carley  the 
pioneer  of  the  family  that  still  survives  on  the  Ou- 
leout, had  served  in  the  Revolution  aiul  came  into 
the  country  in  1706  from  Duchess  County. 

A  sister  of  the  Johnstons  was  the  wife  of  Stepheti 
Stoyles  who  settled  on  the  farm  n  here  recently 
lived  Norman  ft.  Fovrei'  :md  Vv  lio^e  daughter  wa> 
married  to  Obel  Xve.  Mr.  Stoylcs  had  served  in 
the  Revolution  and  came  into  the  valley  in  ITS"^. 
DescendauLs  of  Mr.  Xyc  lived  (;n  ihis  tarm  until  it 
passed  to  Mr.  Foster,  tlcre  for  many  years  cider 
was  made  and  to  this  mill  and  the  rival  manufac- 
tory ;it  the  Rvder  farm  on  the  Ouleout  many  boys 
from  the  village  vears  ago  were  accustomed  in  th.e 
autumn  t<j  make  their  pilgrimages.  With  delight 
the  auth(~>r  recalls  tlmt  among  these  lioys  lie  was 
often  one. 

Captain  David  MeMastcr  came  with  the  Johns- 
tons.    He  lived  across  the  v/ay  from  the  F])hraim 
Smith  house.     C.  Frasier  settled  on  tlie  .\.  .\'.  I'jne- 
dict  fjrm  and  David   r.igclow  on  th.e  Hv:ins  place, 
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not  far  from  the  site  of  the  old  Indian  Alonunient, 
all  trace  of  which  1  believe  has  now  disappeared. 
As  early  as  179(3  Moses  Hovey  b.ad  settletl  in  this 
neigliijorhood — I  beneve  on  the  Sylvester  Arms 
place. 

To  the  Luther  farm  early  came  biick  one  of  the 
Sliters  of  the  Revolution  and  then  Phincas  Ben- 
nett who  was  here  ;it  the  beginning  of  the  centurv, 
or  bei'ore.  Elislia  Luther,  a  Revolutionary  pen- 
sioner, came  from  Clarendon,  Vermont,  in  1S25, 
and  bought  the  farm  from  a  family  named  Sher- 
wood. Mr.  Sherwood's  daughter  was  the  ^vife  of 
Mo'^es  Foster  whose  coming  was  contemporarv 
with  Mr.  Luther's.  Mr.  Foster  left  behiiul  num- 
erous descendants. 

Other  daugliters  of  Mr.  Shcrw<.)0(l  l)_\-  anotlier 
wife  were  those  who  became  the  three  wives  of 
Colr-nci  Lavid  Ilougli,  owT'cr  of  th?  farm  on  which 
stands  a  Ijrick  hou-c  One  of  thc.-^c  daughters 
wiien  married  to  Colonel  Hough  \\-a<  ah-eadv  the 
widow  of  a  man  named  Lord.  Another  v/as  the 
widow  of  Dr.  Slade,  the  father  of  Channcey  Slade, 
a  citizen  of  tiic  village  for  many  years.  Colonel 
Hough  bought  his  farm  from  a  ianuly  named  Hurd 
who  were  relatives  of  t!ie  Jewell  family  of  Guil- 
ford. On  this  farm  bricks  were  made  and  many 
thousands  of  them  were  used  for  chimneys  in  Una- 
dilla  village.  Alvin  Woodworth  lived  in  this  neigh- 
borhood early  in  the  century  and  his  son  .Mvin 
Clarke  Woodworth,  who  died  in  LSL^.  v.-as  tlic 
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first  person  buried  in  the  cemetery  near  the  home 
of  Xormon  1>.  Foster.  Here  Clunniec}-  Skide  lies 
buried. 

"Witli  Elislia  Lutlier  cauie  his  son,  Martin  B.  Lu- 
ther, whose  death  in  the  summer  of  1^00  removed 
r.  citizen  of  much  personal  worth  and  superior  in- 
tellectual endowments.  He  had  been  supervisor  in 
1841  and  1S42  and  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  for 
several  terms.  He  was  an  authori'LV  on  titles  in 
the  Wallace  and  Upton  patents  and  wasa  surveyor 
of  long  experience.  He  was  prominent  in  Ma- 
sonry. Rejoined  to  \\ide  reading  a  clear  and  large 
understanding.  Mr.  Rogers*  did  not  exaggerate  in 
describing  him  as  "a  man  of  great  capacity,  much 
modesty,  an  honored  citizen,  a  good  farmer,  and  a 
gentleman  of  unrpiestioned  honor." 

On  the  I'nadilla  river  a  large  family  of  the  name 
of  S})enocr  svtiled,- -s.>  la.ge  indeed  that  a  part  of 
that  neigliborl'.ood  wa.s  known  a.s  "  Sj)cncer  Street." 
The  father  was  Jonathan  Spencer  and  (jue  of  the 
sons  was  Orange  Spencer.  These  men  appear  to 
have  frrsi  settled  here  l.)ef(.">re  the  Revolution.  Fol- 
lowing them  were  several  families  to  whom  they 
were  related  by  marriage,  sisters  of  Jonathan  be- 
ing the  wi\es  of  Jeremiah  I'.irch,  Jonathan  Stark 
and  Jeremiah  Thornton.. 

Mr.    R.irch    was    the    irrandfather    of  .\lbert    G. 


*  FtJiy  P.  Uofer',  from  whom   much   infirmation   regarding    this    ncigh- 
boi^^oc'vi  *is  clliip.c*]  by  ihe  avithor  many  year';  ago, 
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Birch.*  Jeremiah  Birch  came  soon  alter  the  S]K-n- 
cers  and  was  from  the  same  loeahty  iu  ]\Iontgoni- 
ery  Count}'.  He  as  well  a.s  the  Spencers  !iaJ  served 
in  the  RcvoKition  in  the  Third  Regiment  of  Tryou 
Ccmnty  2vlihtla  and  pr<:)baijly  was  at  '  )riskany. 
Mr.  Stark  made  his  liome  on  tlie  liorace  Phelps 
place  and  died  about  sixty-five  years  a,c;o.  Another 
relative  of  Jonathan  Spencer  was  Jalleal  Bilhngs, 
who  was  a  son  of  one  of  his  sisters.  He  settled 
near  the  bridge  that  now  crosses  to  Shaver's  Cor- 
ners. Mr.  Billings's  mother  had  for  her  second 
husband  Enos  Yale,  who  settled  in  that  valley 
scveial  years  before  the  eigliteenth  century  closed. 
Mr.  Yale  was  prominent  in  town  alTairs. 

To  this  same  valley,  near  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
some  time  afterwards  came  another  family  named 
Spencer.  Their  ar.cestor.  Amos  Spencer,  oiiginally 
\vas  frc^m  Connecticut  and  had  served  in  tlie  Revo- 
lution, lie  had  settled  in  the  town  of  Maryhand, 
Otsego  Co.  On  the  I'nadilla  river  settled  two  of 
his  family,  Simeon  and  I'orter,  who  afterwards 
came  to  the  viih'ge,  leaving  descendants,  some  of 
whom  are  still  !i\ing  there. 

Samuel  Rogeis,  the  ancest(jr  of  P.  P.  Rogers, 
came  to  I'nadilla  befcn'e  1795.  Four  children  and 
his  wife  came  with  him.  They  settled  first  on  the 
Gates  place  above  the  Salmon  G.  Cone  farm,  but 

'  Mr,  Birch  died  al  hisho.ne  north  of  the  village  in  Jiinaary.  ir,92.  He 
was  a  stone  mason  rnd  for  seveial  years  was  employed  on  the  old  Croton 
AquediJLt  in  Ne*  York  cily  and  on  the  Ch-naiigo  I'acal.  He  was  one  of 
the  latt  Mirvivorj  in  this  valley  of  !ha«c  who  had  followed  the  river  in  the 
c!(i  rafrirg  d.-iys. 
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\venL  afterwards  to  the  I'nadilla  river.  Air.  Roger.-; 
was  a  native  of  Nortii  Bolton,  Connectiout,  where 
he  \vas  born  in  17(j4,  and  his  wiie  a  native  of  th.e 
neighboring  town  of  East  \Vind>c>r.  He  died  in 
1S29.  ?\Ir.  Rogers  was  one  of  those  sliocmaker.> 
who  have  been  remarkable  for  other  things  than 
their  trade.  He  worked  at  that  trade  for  the  mcst 
of  his  life,  but  had  great  love  of  Ijooks  and  was 
possest.ed  of  nuicli  knowledge  in  several  direetions. 
Like  Slunian  Wattles,  he  was  a  typical  pioneer  of 
the  best  class,  a  man  who  could  do  many  thin.gs 
and  do  them  well.  He  was  a  practical  surveyor 
arid  knew  enough  medicine  to  have  practised  it. 
He  had  learned  some  law,  and  after  he  was  tifty- 
hve  A'cars  old  ac([uired  a  good  reading  knowledge 
of  the  Latin  language.  Judge  McMaster,  who 
kne  vv  him  well,  said:  "Tliere  was  no  man  in  this 
society  in  his  tiuK  of  sn  nuicli  inlelUcturd  culture 
iis  Air.  Rogers  exeei.)t  the  minister,  and  not  nKvays 
excepting  him. " 

Air.  Rogers's  son  jabez  was  long  a  resitleiit  of 
the  village,  as  was  his  grandson.  Perry  P.  Rogers, 
\vhose  later  life  was  spent  in  Binghamion  where  he 
died  in  ISO  1-,  to  the  regret  of  every  person  who  had 
known  him.  He  ha*.!  a  most  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  early  settlers  of  this  part  of  the  valley.  He 
was  born  on  the  Lnadilla  river,  but  iit  boyhood 
went  to  Steuben  County  and  thence  to  ButValo, 
where  he  was  admitleti  to  the  bar.  He  came  to 
this  village  in  is")?  and  jjraciised  law  here  until 
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1871,  when  be  went  to  Binghaniton  and  there 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  da^-s.  He  lies  buried  in 
St.  Matthew's  churchyard.  My  school  mate,  his 
son  Jo>;cph,  grew  i'.}>  in  this  village,  and  in  the 
churchyard  sleeps. 

At  the  mouth  of  the  Unadilhi  river  grist  and  saw 
mills  were  owned  at  the  beginning  of  the  century, 
if  not  earher,  )n'  a  man  named  Nickerson.  Sixty 
or  more  years  ago  they  h.ad  passed  into  the  hands 
of  Harry  Hoffman.  The  farm  where  I)eh)s  Curtis 
lives  was  occupied  by  John  Abbey,  the  Br^an  farm 
by  Silas  Scott.  Seth  Scott  is  an  early  name  con- 
nected with  the  Thomas  Monroe  farm, and  another 
nameconncctcd  \Nilh  it  is  I'hineas  Keed,  who  built 
the  stone  house  in  1832.  On  a  portion  of  this  farm 
lived  Major  David  I>ancis,  who  came  into  the 
country  as  early  as  1790.  liis  house  stood  near 
*<x.  ^^'^'  '^'''cck  tliat  crosses  the  highwciv  where  the  road 
-f*  turns  off  to  Hast  Guilford.  (')lder  residents  well  re- 
membered many  amusing  stories  of  this  man. 

Seth  Scott  and  his  brother  Silas  had  arrived  as 
early  as  179G.  Seth's  wife  was  .\my  Birch,  an  aunt 
of  Albert  G.  Birch.  Silas  Scott.  William  U.  Mudge, 
father  of  the  late  William  L.  Mudge  of  Binghani- 
ton, and  Jesse  Skinner  all  lived  in  this  neighbor- 
hood and  married  sisters  named  Lee,  daughters  of 
Philemon  Lee.  Of  this  family  of  Scott  was 
"Granther"  Scott,  who  kept  the  first  toll  bridge  at 
Wattles's  Perry.  Henrv  D.iyton.  who  surveyed 
many  of  the  first  t'lwn  r<va(ls,  lived  where  J\ili\is 
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Utter  more  recently  lived.  Jerome  Bates  was  an- 
other early  resident  on  tlie  Unadilla  river.  He  was 
a  earpenter  and  with  the  builder  Ilottcun  ereeted 
the  house  on  the  I'.undy  IVtrni.  Here  also  settled 
Zachariah  C.Curtis  wh.o  died  in  IS'Jl  in  Ids  ninety- 
second  year.  Mis  parents  \vere  from  Stratford, 
Connecticut,  and  had  settled  in  Madison  County. 
.-\bout  ISOO,  he  was  horn.  Mr.  Curtis  settled  on 
the  Unadilla  river  in  1S23,  \vh.ere  he  was  a  pioneer 
in  the  cultivation  of  hops.  For  many  years  his 
yard  was  the  only  one  in  the  southern  |>art  ot"  the 
county.  Mr,  Curtis  was  the  father  of  j.  Delos 
Curtis. 
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IX. 
MAIK    AI^D    MILL    STI-IEET 

1815--1840. 

Early  in  the  ci,ylitecnth  rontury  the  vilhi-v  had 
become  divided  in  its  business  interests,  two  trade 
centers  having:  been,  created.  Sharp  rivalry  had 
well  bcg-un  before  tiie  new  century  was  ten  vears 
old.  As  time  went  on,  this  rivalry  tleci)ened  atul 
spread  until  it  permeated  th.e  entire  comnnmitv. 
Indeed,  for  three  geu.erations  it  formed  a  pivot 
around  wliich  many  interests  rcvcdvcd. 
"■■■^^  At  the  lieginnin-:;;    of  tht'    settlement,    tlie    indica- 

tions were  that  the  center  woid.d  be  in  tlie  neigh- 
borhood of  what  is  now  Main  and  Martin  I'.rook 
Streets,  where  the  first  ^(oods  were  .sold.  The  de- 
sire to  be  as  near  as  possible  to  the  terminus  c)f  the 
Catskill  Turnpike,  and  directly  accessible  to  the 
river  from  their  store,  led  Xobic  and  Hayes  to  begin 
their  enterprise  at  the  extreme  eastern  end  of  the 
village.  But  the  interests  which  centered  at  that 
distant  point  were  afterwards  shifted  to  Main  and 
Mill  Street,  largely  because  uew  enterprises  had 
grown  up  there.  Here  \\-;is  foniul  a  site  more  nearly 
central;  here  were  the  thrivingniills  of  foel  Bragg; 
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here  Roswell  Wright  in  1815  Imilt  his  store;  ncarb_v 
was  Bragg's  Hotel;  here  was  St.  Matthew's 
Church;   and  here  v.-as  established  tlse  post  office. 

Meanwhile,  had  occurred  tlie  opcuing  of  tlic  store 
of  Stephen  Benton  at  Main  and  Clifton  Streets, 
and  the  building  of  tlie  hotel  by  Dr.  Conediagonally 
across  the  way.  Here  therefore  wns  no\v  another 
center.  Thus  had  been  cast  the  die  from  which  so 
much  of  the  sid)sequent  history  of  tlie  village  ^vas 
to  talce  its  rise — two  rival  centers  of  trade.  Colo- 
nel North  has  shown  with  hdlncss,  in  a  v)a]ier  re- 
printed in  a  later  cha]iter,  what  had  been  the 
growth  of  the  two  ends  by  1828.  Each  in  some 
respects  had  advantages.  II'  the  eastern,  or  upper, 
end  had  a  young  ladies'  private  seluiol,the  western 
end  h.'ul  two  physicians  as  against  the  other's  one. 
Up-town  had  the  only  clnirch  building  and  the 
grist  and  saw  mill;  Init  down-town  had  the  full- 
ijig  mill  and  the  tannery,  ivach  had  a  hotel. 
Wagons  were  made  down-town  and  clocks  and 
'watches  were  there  rejiairetl,  l)ut  hats  were  made 
up-town  and  so  were  coats  and  trou>ers.  In  oiie 
respect  the  honors  were  notably  easy.  Each  had 
its  own  distillery;  but  this  fact  may  have  increased 
rather  than  allayed  the  ilisputatious  tendencies. 

The  opening  of  the  two  stores  of  Stephen  Benton 
and  Koswell  Wright  was  almost  simultaneous. 
Mr.  Wright  at  the  beginning  did  business  alone, 
but  soon  had  as  partner  Moses  G.  Benjamin.  Mr. 
Wright  had  come  from  Wetherslicld,  Connecticut, 
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where  he  ^vas  born  in  1  7S5,  and  had  prcviou^h' 
started  in  business  in  Cat-^kill.  Alter  remaining  his 
partner  in  Unadilla  lor  several  years,  ]Mr.  Benja- 
jnin  went  to  Bainbrid:;e.  Their  store  stood  on  the 
southeast  eorner  of  Afnin  and  Mill  streets,  and 
among  those  who  helped  to  Ijuild  it  was  Guide  L. 
Bissell.  Standing  in  tlie  centre  ol"  the  village,  it 
supplanted  for  its  immediate  area  the  store  for- 
merly conducted  by  Solomon  Martin  and  Gurdon 
Huntington,  General  ^ilartin  having  died  in  1S16 
and  Dr.  Huntington  having  gone  to  Cairo  in  1813. 
It  contintted  for  a  long  period  of  years  to  be  the 
up-to\vn  centre  of  village  business  life.  Mr.  Wright 
was  })ostniaster  for  a  number  of  years  and  lie  had 
in  his  employ,  or  as  ])artners,  at  one  time  and 
another,  young  men  who  were  to  become  notable 
factors  in  the  future  of  the  village.  More  than  one 
was  til  remain  a  resiiJent  l(ir  si.xty  vears. 

Arnold  B.  Watson,  one  of  the  number,  was  a 
native  of  Albany  County,  and  came  to  the  village 
in  ISL'l  to  t;ike  charge  oi  a  classical  school  in  the 
upper  story  ot'  the  building  that  long  stood  ox\  the 
site  of  K.  K.  Teller's  residence.  He  was  then 
twenty-three  years  old.  Two  and  a  ludf  years 
later  he  entercfl  Kosweil  Wright's  store  and  in  a 
short  time  was  a  partner,  tlie  firm  becoming 
Wright  and  Watson.  Later  it  was  Wright,  Wat- 
son and  Company,  .\bicl  D.Williams  having  joined 
the  firm. 

Mr.  Wright  died  in  1832  and  Mr.  Watson  went 
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into  business  on  liis  own  account  in  the  brick  store 
which  had  been  erected  across  the  street  in  1832, 
on  the  site  of  the  Masonic  Hall.  Tlie  Masonic  Hall 
^^'as  then  ten  years  old.  It  had  been  built  by  Lord 
and  Boit(;m  and  was  now  removed  eastward  to 
tlic  site  of  the  present  beautiful  residence  after- 
wards built  by  Mr.  Watson.  Here  Mr.  Watson 
continued  to  do  business  for  many  years,  and  hei'e 
he  established  the  I'uadilla  Bank,  which  for  more 
than  twenty  years  was  perhaps  the  most  widely 
known  bank  in  this  part  of  the  valley.  Clark  I. 
Hayes  became  his  partner,  and  by  this  hrni  the  ex- 
tensive operations  of . Noble  and  Hayes  were  revived 
and  long  continued. 

Mr.  Watson's  activities  outside  his  firm  extended 
in  many  directions.  He  became  active  in  the  or- 
ganization and  building  of  the  Albany  and  Sus- 
quehanna railronr]  anil  his  name  v«'as  one  of  those 
proposed  for  president.  Of  St..  Matthew's  Church 
he  was  senior  wartlen  and  tre.'isurer  for  thirty 
years.  To  him  more  than  to  any  other  one  person 
was  the  village  indebted  for  the  old  .\cadem3-.  He 
not  only  had  the  largest  amc>unt  of  stock  but  in 
every  possible  way  promoted  Its  welfare  after- 
wards, his  interest  never  ceasing  mitll  his  death. 

Mr.  Watson  had  twenty-two  shares  of  the  Acad- 
emy stock;  A.  D.  Williams  had  sixteen;  L.  P.. 
Woodrv'.ff,  twelve;  Erastus  Kingsley,  thirteen  ;  Mrs. 
Charles  C.  Noble,  eight;  C.  I.  Hayes,  eight;  tlie 
estate  of  Isaac  Ha\cs.  twelve ;  Mrs.  Isaac  Hayes, 
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seven:  Joel  Bragg,  five;  and  W.  J.  Thompson, 
two.  An  eflbrl  was  made  to  securefor  the  Acadcniy 
the  land  known  as  the  Harper  lot,  which  laeed 
Main  Street  0])posite  the  present  Sands  and  Arnold 
residenees.  Subscriptions  were  solicited,  but  dis- 
putes arose,  ending  in  the  purchase  of  the  ])resent 
site  from  Joel  Bragg,  land  which  was  then  an 
orchard. 

The  absence  of  down-town  names  from  the  list  of 
stockholders  would  indicate  that  down-town  men 
had  been  disappointed  in  tlie  selection  of  the  site, 
the  stock  being  entirely  t.alcen  b_v  men  living  up- 
town. The  building  was  erected  by  Mr.  Thomp- 
son in  1S51.  It  continued  in  use  until  ]89i-,  when 
the  present  nue  structure  of  brick  was  erected  and 
the  old  l)uilding  sold  and  taken  down,  the  Academv 
site  and  its  endowment  fund  being  united  with  the 
new  school. 

n.s,Mr.  Watson,  in  1S32,  built  for  his  residence  the 
brick  structure  which  nov.-  forms  part  of  Bishop's 
Hotel,  hh'c-'.stus  Kingsley  afterwards  accpiired  this 
proj)ert}'  and  enlarged  it  for  hotel  purposes.  La.ter 
on  Mr.  Watson  erected  the  residence  \\  hich  still 
stands  east  of  the  brick  store.  Mr.  Tiiompson 
built  it  for  him.  This  involveci  the  second  removal 
of  the  Masonic  Hall,  which  was  taken  to  its  present 
site  \^  here  with  its  enlargements  it  stands  as  the 
summer  home  (jf  Lester  T.  Ihdii^ell.  Mr.  Thomp- 
son tVnuid  a  model  for  Mr.  Watson's  nev,'  house 
ne.ar  L'tica.  or  at  least  sonjc  suggestions  for  it  ;  l)ut 
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otherwise  he  wos  the  architect  as  well  as  the 
builder  of  that  noble  viUage  residence. 

ZVlr.  Watson's  first  wife  was  Susan  Emily,  daugli- 
ter  of  Isaac  Ilaycs.  Their  children  were  Henry  2\i., 
now  of  Hufffdo;  Julia  X.,  wh'.)  die-d  in  ^  or  youth; 
Sarah  A.,  who  was  married  to  the  Rev.  E.  Folsorn 
Baker;  Susan  IL,  the  wife  of  I-'^rederiek  T.  Sherman 
of  Brooklyn,  and  William  11.  of  Buffalo.  In  1805 
Mr.  Watson  married  Isaac  Ha^-es's  daughter  Au- 
gusta, who  survived  him  unLil  Deceiidjer  20l1i, 
1S91,  when  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  she  died  in 
the  house  her  father  had  built  in  ISOt.  In  this 
house  she  had  been  born.  In  St.  Matthew's  Church 
she  was  baptiseil;  she  remained  all  her  life  a 
menilK-r  of  it  and  in  its  churchyard  she  lies  buried. 

Mr.s.  Watson's  brother,  Clark  I.  Hayes,  at  the 
age  of  seventy,  fi,>llowed  her  to  this  last  resiing 
place  a  little  more  tliaii  a  year  afici  wards.  Mr. 
Hayes  during  his  business  career  was  universallv 
popular  tliroughout  a  large  territory.  Mr.  Rogers, 
\vhose  acquaintance  with  him  wns  intimate,  has 
described  him  as  "a  genileman  l)y  instinct,  cour- 
teous, pleasant,  alfable."  .Vndd  many  changes 
of  fortune  he  maintiiined  throu.iih  life  a  placid, 
hospitable  and  manly  relation  towards  socictvand 
those  who  compose  it.  Born  as  he  had  been  to 
rurid  aiHuence  and  reared  in  refined  surroundings, 
he  personally  seemed  never  altered  Iw  trials  which 
might  have  Ijcen  sullicient  to  break  the  spirit  of 
^v<{:i\  trained  in  sterner  schools.    I'nder  his  influence, 
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probaVjly  more  than  that  of  any  other  man  in  the 
community,  was  due  the  elevation  of  the  standard 
of  farm  stock  in  tliis    jiari  of  the  vallov. 

Like  his  sister  Mr.  Hayes  was  l>orn  in  tlie  house 
in  whi.li  lie  died.  Her  home  for  some  years  was 
elscwliere,  l)ut  yir.  Hayes  spent  all  hi.s  days  in  this 
dwelling,  which  was  part  of  his  inheritance.  Few 
lives  ha\e  embraced  so  long  a  period  of  village 
history  as  these  two.  When  this  brother  and  sister 
first  saw  the  light  scarcely  more  than  twenty 
houses  were  standing;  the  turnpike  was  still  the 
main  highway  from  the  Hudson  to  this  part  of  t!ie 
state;  lumbering  was  the  chief  industry  and  pro- 
duce arks  were  making  voyages  down  the  Susque- 
hanna. These  lives  were  interesting  in  many  other 
ways,  ways  more  personal,  {'ov  all  wk.o  knew  and 
understood  this  man  of  staid  courtesy  and  sweet 
spiiit,  this  \\-oraan  nf  bright  and  gentle  life,  whose 
careers  closed  in  the  very  pl.-ice  \vhere  thcv  began. 

Another  year  brought  to  th.is  churchyard  an- 
other child  of  Isaac  Hayes,  his  son  Frederic]--  T.,  of 
whose  boyhood  more  than  one  pleasing  glimpse  is 
given  in  Henry  Xoble's  diary,  of  which  e.xtracts 
will  l)e  printed  in  a  later ehajiter.  Freileiick  Haves 
spent  his  business  life  in  a  Xcw  York  hauk  of  wiiich. 
he  was  an  ofTicer,  but  he  often  came  back  to  I'na- 
dilla,  pleased  once  more  to  wrdk  among  the  scenes 
of  his  youth. 

In  Frastus  Kingsley  was  seen  jierhaps  the  most 
popular  lau'llord  which  th.is  va.Uey  ever  k'-:ew.  He 
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Avas  a  native  of  Franklin  where  he  \vas  l)orn  in 
1800,  his  father behi.i<  Bradford  Kingsley.  On  com- 
ing to  Unadilhi,  lie  was  em^Dloyed  by  Daniel  and 
Gilbert  Cone.  For  asliort  time  lie  kept  the  hotel  at 
Mniu  and  Bri(l,i::;e  Streets.  .\  sister  of  his  was  the 
fir.st  wife  of  Marvin  C.  Allen  and  the  mother  of 
Chester  K.  Allen.  Mr.  Allen  for  some  time  lived  in 
the  Bradford  Kingslc}'  house  and  later  on  bought  a 
house  then  standing  on  the  eorner  of  Main  and  Wal- 
nut Streets,  where  he  died.  For  his  seeond  wife  he 
married  Caroline  Gregor\'.  Mr.  Kingsley  died  in 
1SG5.  His  hotel  at  Main  and  Depot  Streets  was  the 
headquarters  in  stage-eoaching  times  and  in  the 
rear  of  it  travelling  cireuses  usually  hxed  their  tents. 
Around  this  village  eorner  g.ather  man.y  other 
memories.  .A.fter  Mr.  Watson  perhaps  comes  Col- 
onel Williams,  at  least  in  ])oint  of  duration  of  as- 
soeiatior.s.  ITe  was  a  native  of  Wescford,  Otsego 
Comity  and  a  son  of  Israel  Willinms.  He  be- 
gan life  in  Unadilla  as  a  clerk  in  Wright's  store  and 
afterwards  was  a  partner.  In  FS27  he  removed  to 
Honesdale,  Pennsylvania,  where  with  his  wife's 
brother,  Thomas  Hayes,  he  was  engaged  in  trade 
for  ten  years.  He  then  returned  to  Unadilla  and 
resumed  business  on  the  old  site,  Mr.  Wright  hav- 
ing died.  Mr.  Wright's  house  became  Colonel 
Willinms's  liome.  He  was  elected  supervisor  in 
1855  and  died  in  1871  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine. 
Long  after  his  death  his  son  Thomas  and  his 
daugliter  Elizabeth  remained  familiar  and  patiietic 
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figures  amid  the  scenes  of  their  I'athcr't^  Hfe,  which 
had  been  active  and  honorable  in  youth,  and  prime 
but  \vhich  closed  in  niisl'ortune.  Thojnas  Williams 
di':;d  in  Coopcrstown  in  1S90,  and  was  buried  in 
the  churchyard  hoe  at  his  father's  side. 

Contcjnporary  with  these  names  is  the  name  of 
John  Colwcll.  Dr.  Colwell  was  a  bachelor,  and  a 
bachelor  he  died.  He  was  born  in  Richfield  in  1  794-. 
An  authentic  story  of  his  youth  relates  to  his  dis- 
like of  school.  Found  missing  one  day,  he  was 
long  searched  for  in  vain  imtil  at  last  discovered  by 
his  mother  half  way  dc^v.n  a  well.  Being  urged  to 
emerge  from  his  cool  retreat,  he  refused  to  do  so 
unless  assured  that  he  woidd  be  neither  punished 
nor  tnade  to  go  to  school.  Dr.  Colwell  read  medi- 
cine in  Cherry  Valley  with  the  elder  Dr.  White  and 
settled  in  Unadilla  as  earlv  as  1820.  Here  he  re- 
mained until  his  dca.lli,  widely  known  and  always 
beloved.  His  ofliee  still  stands  on  Mill  Street  just 
belov/  the  blacksmith  shop.  He  boarded  for  many 
years  at  Kingsley's  hotel  and  ])reviously  had  lived 
f.t  Dragg's  hotel. 

Mr.  Kingsley  was  tolerant  of  Dr.  Colwell's  ec- 
centricities in  money  matters.  The  doctor  never 
kept  any  bocjk  .accoinus,  seldom  made  collections 
and  infrequent!}-  made  payments.  Mr.  Kingsley  in 
consequence  acquired  a  habit  of  collecting  some  of 
the  doctor's  bills  himself,  and  thus  took  care  of  his 
own  claims;  it  might  now  be  money  that  he  col- 
lected, or  it  nn'ght  be  a  "side  of  beef."     This  simple 
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method  of  priying  two  debLs  by  one  transactioti 
seemed  to  accord  admirably  with  the  doctor's 
Hking  lor  simple  methods  in  imance.  He  was  su- 
pervisor in  IS-}  5  and  18  IC  and  died  iii  ISGS  at  the 
home  oi'  Dr.  Joseph  Sweet.  }le  was  hiid  a\vay  in 
St.  Matthew's  churcliyard. 

Dr.  Colwel!  v.'as  an  okl  sch(K;hiiate  of  Levi 
Beardslev,  the  author  of  the  "  Keminiseenees." 
Contemporary  with  him  in  I'nadiUa  was  Henry 
Ogden.  whom  Beardslev  dcscri'Dcs  as  "a  fine,  tal- 
ented fellow,  bat  amazingly  fond  of  hunting  and 
fishing  and  a  most  keen  sportsman."  Mr.  Ogden 
was  from  Catsl<ill.  He  had  four  sons  anil  two 
daughters,  the  eldest  son  being  a  graduate  of  West 
Point,  who  died  a  l)revet-niajor  in  the  regular 
army,  receiving  his  rank  for  meritorious  conduct. 
He  served  in  llie  Blaclv  Hawk  war  of  1S32  and  in 
the  Florida  wars  of  lS37-oS  .ind  lMO-12.  He 
died  ai  Fort  Reiily,  Kar.sas,  in  1S4"),  and  lies 
buried  in  tiie  cliurehvard  here  with  his  father  ami 
mother.  Henry  Ogileri's  two  oilier  sons  removed 
to  Cadifornia.  Mr.  Oqtlen  was  a  lawyer  and  his 
office  building  still  exists  as  part  oi'  the  home  of 
Wiilkam  H.  Sewell  on  Watson  v^trect.  His  house  oc- 
cupied tlie  site  of  the  church  rectory  and  \\as  bullL 
as  early  as  1S15.  It  n.ow  oecujiies  a  new  site  on 
^lartin  Brook  Street. 

.Vnother  name  perinanenlly  connccLed  v.'ith  this 
village  corner  is    that    of  Levi    Bennett    WoodrulT. 
Mr.   WoodrutT  was  a  n.ative  (;f  ILirtford    County, 
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Connecticut,  whence  he  went  with  liis  father,  Joel 
"Woodruff,  to  Meredith,  in  Delaware  County,  when 
ten  years  old.  In  coming  to  I'nadilla  he  was  tlie 
forerunner  among  iour  brotliers,  one  of  whom, 
Lloyd  L.  Woodruff,  is  still  living  here.  Joel  Wood- 
ruff spent  his  last  years  in  the  old  house  on  the 
turnpike  Just  above  the  Foster  Thompson  farm,  an 
ancient  dwelling  with  an  old  sweeii  well  and  once 
owned  by  Ira  Spaulding.  A  portion  of  this  struc- 
ture had  formerly  been  used  as  a  schoolhonse  on 
another  site. 

L.  I'>.  Woodruff  cnme  to  rnarlilla  in  IS'J'J  in  coni- 
])any  with  FxlwinJ.  Smith,  who  also  was  from 
Meredith.  The  two  engaged  in  blacksmithing  near 
the  present  stone  shop  and  for  manv  years  con- 
ducted a  p.rosperous  Inisincss.  Pdacksniithing  had 
previously  been  carried  on  in  the  same  place  by 
Turner  McCnll  :ii:d  Charles  Wood.  Mr.  Woodruff 
in  1S35  or  ISP.G  bu.iU  tlie  stone  shop  still  standing 
and  k'lter  on  the  spacious  dwelling  on  the  Main 
Street  corner.  Retiring  from  the  shop,  he  engaged 
in  trade  in  a  store  near  ins  house,  and  during  the 
railroad  building  yeai's  conducted  a  large  business. 
He  died  in  1879. 

Mr.  Woodruff  was  followed  in  1S33  by  his 
brother,  Henry  S.  Woodruff,  wlio  survived  him 
several  years.  lie  also  was  a  blacksmith,  but  he 
abandoned  that  calling  from  ill  health  and  for  a 
long  term  of  year.>  was  proprietor  of  the  stage 
line  from  l.'nadiila  over  tlie  old  Turnpike  to  Delhi, 
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by  wa^'  of  Alercdith  Square.  He  had  exceptional 
eminence  for  familiarity  with  that  road.  He  \va? 
born  iijion  it  in  tlie  town  of  Meredith  and  had  trav- 
elled over  it?  western  end  more  times  than  ar.y  one 
else  living  in  his  dav.  When  he  died  tlie  buildings 
on  his  premises  wei'e  found  stored  full  of  many  cu- 
rious relies  of  the  stage  business,  from  the  smaller 
hardware  of  sleighs  and  harnesses,  to  worn-out 
whips  a:id  ancient  buftalo  robes,  from  two-horse 
vehicles  to  an  old-time  covered  sleigh  that  marked 
in  signal  manner  the  passing  away  of  an  inter- 
esting era. 

The  year  1841  brought  to  tlic  village  the  third 
of  these  brothers,  Lloyd  L.  Woodruff,  who  en- 
gaged in  trade  as  a  merchant  t;iik>r  and  then  fis  a 
general  dry  goods  merchant,  builder,  &c.,  with  his 
l)rother-in-la\v,  Milo  B.  Gregory,  in  the  up-town 
brick  store.  John  AVoodrr.ff  the  fourth  brother, 
spent  some  ycius  as  a  clerk  in  the  old  brick  store 
when  a  young  man,  but  finally  removed  to  Delhi 
^vhere  he  became  an  eminent  citixen  and  merchant. 

More  than  sixty  years  ago,  when  the  Masonic 
Hall  stocrd  on  its  oi^iginal  site,  one  of  its  occupants 
\vas  Seleck  11.  lanchcr,  whose  sudden  death  from 
heart  failure  in  March,  IS'Jl,  startled  the  com- 
munity. He  was  found  in  his  garden  al)out  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning  with  lil'e  extinct.  He  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut  and  died  at  eighty-two  years 
of  age.  Until  the  hour  of  his  death,  his  life  had 
been  an  active  one.  Several  generations  of  bovs 
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and  girls  will  long  preserve  the  memory  of  this 
opcn-miuded  man,  this  kind-hearted  friend  of  theirs. 
He  was  a  shoemaker  and  like  Samuel  Rogers  was 
wise  in  many  things  besides  his  erafi.  A  building 
that  will  long  be  assoeiated  with  his  activities  is 
the  oetagon  house  built  by  him  and  which  was  his 
home  for  more  than  twentN'  years.  Mr.  Fanchcr 
was  himself  as  many-sided  as  the  house  lie  dwelt 
in.  His  mind  had  as  many  windows  oj)en  to  the 
sun. 
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T\70    ME2^'    or    NOTE. 
1828-1835. 

At  the  Junction  of  Main  and  Mill  Streets  two 
otliOr  nu'n,  destined  to  notal'lc  distinction  in  village 
annals,  beg-an  their  careers.  Each  had  been  born 
in  another  place,  each  came  to  I'nadilla  as  a  younii' 
man,  each  sj>ent  here  the  nicest  of  his  remaining 
days,  and  here  fuially  each  was  to  pass  away  and 
be  buried  in  the  old  churchynrd,  the  one  tifty-one 
Years  afterwards,  tlie  r)ther  sixty-six — Frederick  .\. 
Sands  and  Sanuiel  North. 

Mr.  Sands,  as  early  ns  ISov^,  was  a  clerl:  in  t!:c 
Wright  store.  He  had  come  to  the  village  from 
Frttnklin  and  was  a  son  (jf  Judge  Obadiali  Sands, 
a  native  of  Sands  Point  on  Long  Island,  descended 
from  Captain  James  Sands*,  an  Hnglishman,  who 
came  to  this  country  aboui  1()4L\  landing  at 
Plymouth.  Capt.  Sands  had  been  horn  at  Read- 
ing. England  in  1()22. 

Benjamin  Sands  of  Sands  l^oiiit  married  Mary 
Jackson,  .and    Oliadiah  Sands,  the  father  of  Fred- 

*  The  nar.iu  in  En^lnr.'i  was  originally  written  Sandys  and  is  sup[>riscd 
10  huM-  b«en  derived  from  a  pl.ice  in  the  Tsle  of  NV'i-rjht  call.;J  >.Tndc, 
L«avinB  Ply.uauth,  Capt.  Sands  lived  for  a  tin^c  in  Taunt. m  and  t.heii 
joined  sixteen  other  pcr>.>niiii  purcliasing   Und  on    H!o.:k  Is'.ind,  where  he 
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erick  A.  Sands,  was  their  son.  Leaving  Sands 
Point  in  May  17'J5,  wlien  in  his  twenLy-tirst  year, 
Obadiah,  fifteen  days  later  arrived  at  Cookozc,  now 
Deposit,  then  a  largo  eentre  of  the  linnber  indu5tr\-. 
He  had  \vith  liini  as  cook  a  colored  bo\-  who  was  a 
slave.  Mr.  Sands  engaged  actively  in  lumbering 
and  dealt  in  real  estate,  following  these  pursuits  at 
Cookoze  until  1S02,  when  he  settled  in  Delhi, 
remaining  there  three  years.  He  then  removed  to 
a  ])lace  in  Sidney,  about  three  miles  below  Franklin 
village  on  the  turnpike,  and  in  the  same  year  was 
married  to  Elizabeth  Teed  of  Somers  in  West- 
chester County.  In  ISll  he  removeii  to  Jericho*, 
afterwards  Kainbridge  Village,  where  he  engaged 
largely  in  the  purchase  and  sale  of'real  estate. 

Mr.  Sands  afterwards  ])urchased  a  tract  of  land 
in  Franklin,  one  mile  east  of  the  village,  and  in 
1S18  went  there  to  live.  Hn.  tliis  tarm  Ab^'l  r.ucll 
of  Lebanon,  Connecticut,  had  settled  in  1790,  or 
earlier,  arid  thus  was  near  his  old  Connecticut 
neighbor,  Shnnan  Wattles.  I-~ranklin  thenceforth 
until  l'Si-0  continued  to  he  Judge  Snnds's  home. 
For  a  short  time  afterwards  he  lived  in  Meredith 
and  in  iS-io  went  to  Oxford  where  he  died  in  1S.~)S. 
He  was  buried  on  the  farm  in  Franklin,  but  his  re- 
lived I'.DliI  he  died.  During  King  Philips's  War  he  built  a  stone  house  of 
which  US':  was  made  as  a  defense  against  the  Indians.  The  place  was 
twice  plundered  by  the  enemy,  J  hrec  of  his  sons  removed  to  the  north 
^hore  of  Long  Isl.md,  purchasing:  a  ir.<ct  of  hind  at  ihe  pl.icc  now  called 
Sands  Point. 

*  The  n.ime  Jericho  came  from  the  Vermont  town  of  that  name  twelve 
miles  east  of  Curlinclon  and  was  bestowed  upon  the  place  by  Vermont 
lettlers. 
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mains  were  afterwards  brought  to  Unadilla  and 
now  rest  in  the  clmrehyard.  Ik-  had  six  sons  and 
three  daughters.  All  but  three  of  them  survived 
him.  The  surxivori"  were  Di'.  WiUiani  G.  Sands  ot" 
Oxford,  Jerome  !>.,  of  r'.ainbnui;c,  Mareehuv.  Dr.  A. 
Jaekson,  who  hved  many  years  in  Unadilla,  Fred- 
eriek  A.,  and  Ehzabeth  H.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Joshua  C.  Sanders  and  is  still  living  in  New  York. 

Frederiek  A.  Sands  was  born  in  Bainbridge 
February  lOtli,  ISIL'.  I'ollowing  his  employment 
as  a  elerk  in  the  Wrighi  store.  Mr.  Sands  engaged 
in  business  tirst  with  Christopher  D.  Fellows, 
under  the  name  of  Fellows  and  Sands,  and  next 
with  Mr.  Watson  as  Walson  and  Sands.  He  then 
removed  to  Oxford  where  he  wa<  active  in  busi- 
ness withhis  brother-in-law, James  W.  Clark,  ahnig 
with  whom  and  an  old  jiersonal  friend,  Henry  L. 
Miller,  and  others,  he  beeanie  inu-restcd  in  the 
F'irst  National  Haid;  of  that  [)laee,  an  institution 
that  has  had  a  prominent  and  sueecssfid  career. 
Mr.  Miller  anil  he  were  li.'elong  friends.  They  were 
buried  at  the  same  hour  and  on  the  same  day  in 
ISSG. 

On  the  lieath  of  hi-  father  in  ISGS,  Mr.  Sands, 
who  was  executor  and  trustee  of  the  estate,  aban- 
doned his  mercantile  ])ursuits  and  devoted  liim- 
self  to  tile  art'airs  of  the  estate,  which  was  a 
large  one  for  that  ])eriod.  In  his  management  of 
thl'!  property  the  necessity  never  arose  for  a  law- 
suit. He  possessed  what  Matthew  Arnold  called 
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'^ sweet  reasonableness."  When  he  died,  it  was 
said  of  him  that  "few  men  liavedone  so  much  busi- 
ness with  so  Httle  hLi<4ation.  "  lie  wns  famihar 
with  feed  estaie  titles  iu  the  neighborhood  where 
he  Hved,  and  his  papvTs  liave  been  deseribed  as 
"models  of  neatness  and  brevity-  and  always  as 
eorreet  as  care  and  labor  could  make  them.  "  With 
this  serupulousexaetness  went  also  a  fine  integrity. 
In  politics  Mr.  Sands  was  a  democrat,  though  he 
had  small  liking  for  the  profession  of  politics.  Offi- 
cial place  he  never  sought.  Mere  office  could  scarce- 
ly have  added  anything  to  the  esteem  in  which  for 
two  generations  he  here  was  held. 

Mr.  Sands's  first  wife  was  Alaria,  daughter  of 
Sherman  Page.  Two  years  after  the  nuirriagc  slie 
died.  In  January  istl  he  married  Clarissa  .\., 
sister  of  the  late  Henry  K.  Mygatt  of  Oxford,  v/ho 
survived  iiiin  C)?)]}'  a  fiMv  montlis.  Mr.  Sa.nds  had 
dwelt  in  both  of  tlie  sror.e  houses  in  the  centre  of 
the  village,  having  buiic  the  western  one  and  en- 
larged the  other,  which  washis  home  f()rnu)re  than 
forty  years.  BeLV'.'een  these  ancient  tlwellings  his 
son,  J.  I'red.  Sands,  iu  later  _\ears  erected  a  beauti- 
ful modem  home,  and  far  to  the  rear  of  them,  on 
an  elevated  pl.ateau  where  agricultural  fairs  were 
annually  lield  long  ago,  opened  up  streets  and 
erected  a  nund)er  of  houses. 

The  story  of  this  Main  and  Mill  Street  centre,  of 
the  Academy  and  the  old  brick  store,  connects 
itself  closely  wiLh  the  Hfe  of  another  citir.en  of  the 
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village  who  \vas  Mr.  Sands's  son-in-law.  In  tlie 
Academy  building  IVank  B.  Arnold's  lile  in  tlie 
village  had  its  beginning.  In  the  brick  store  he 
had  his  ofhee  and  there  he  died.  He  lived  ir.  Una- 
dilla  more  th.an  twenty  years,  and  first  came  to 
take  charge  of  the  Academy-.  Dr.  Odell  and  Mr. 
Thom]3son  weie  the  trnstees  who  engaged  him. 
He  was  from  GilbcrtsviUe,  where  he  had  just  been 
graduated  from  the  school,  and  now  wished  to 
teach  in  order  to  lielp  himself  through  Hamilton 
College.  I'ndcr  Mr.  .Arnold  the  Academy  became 
very  prosperous,  and  never  A\as  teacher  more 
popular  with  students.  .\  memorial  of  his  career 
may  be  seen  in  the  trees  that  siill  stand  near  the 
side-walk  in  those  school  grounds.  They  were 
])lanted  b\-  the  hands  of  Mr.  Arnold  and  Ins  pupils. 

Having  read  law  anti  been  admitted  to  pi'actiee, 
Mr.  Ariiold  soon  removed  to  Nebraska,  but  he 
came  back  in  a  few  yea^rs  and  thenceforth  always 
lived  in  the  vilhige.  .Mthough  a  Ke])ublican,  he 
was  several  times  elected  supervisor  in  this  Demo- 
cratic tfjwn  by  majorities  as  large  as  were  ever 
given  to  any  candidate.  In  IbST)  and  ISSG  lie  was 
elected  to  the  Assend)ly  and  in  l^sT-lSSS  served 
in  the  Senate.  He  became  the  Republiccin candidate 
for  Congress  in  ISOO,  but  \\  as  defeated  by  a  small 
majority.  His  health  was  seri<nisly  undermined  at 
this  time,  an<l  on  December  11th  he  died  in  his  of- 
fice at  Main  and  Depict  Streets. 

Mr.  Arnold  made  a  distinct  mark  in  the  Legis- 
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lature  and  became  known  throughout  the  State, 
lie  had  many  attractive  personal  qunhties,  \s'ith 
tastes  quite  apart  from  those  ^Yhich  the  law  and 
politics  fostered.  lie  liad  read  exlevusively  in  gen- 
eral literature  and  had  colkcted  many  books.  His 
la^v  library  was  the  one  which  formerly  belonged 
to  Daniel  S.  Dickinson.  Mr.  .Vrnold  Avas  born  in 
Ireland  and  came  to  this  country  when  a  child. 
His  father  settled  in  Hast  Hartford,  Connecticut, 
where  some  _vcars  later  the  bo}-  was  seen  by  Major 
C.  P.  Koot  of  Butternuts,  and  under  his  inlluence 
made  his  home  in  BuLternuis. 

On  this  corner  in  Koswell  Wrigiit's  store  the 
business  life  of  Samuel  North  in  Unadilla  was  be- 
gun.  His  age  was  fourteen  when  he  arrived  in 
May,  182S,  remaining  in  the  store  until  he  was 
twcnty-oi'ie.  The  history  of  his  family  goes  back 
to  pio7iccr  days  in  iIi-  \  iilley  of  tin  I'ci.iwaic.  The 
NortlTS  are  of  Long  Island  origin  and  of  English 
ancestry.  .\t  Newtown  the  line  conies  down  from 
Thomas  to  Benjamin  antl  then  to  Robert,  who  in 
1 784',  with  twenty  other  jicrsons,  mostly  from 
Long  Island,  set  out  for  what  is  now  the  village  of 
Walton  by  crossing  tiie  wilderness  from  Kingston 
to  the  Delaware.  With  Roljert  North  came  his  wife 
and  an  infant  son  named  Benjamin  who  was  the 
father  of  Colonel  North.  Mrs.  North  for  the  last 
portion  of  this  journey  rode  on  horseback  with 
her  infant  in  lu-r  arms  ami  with  a  bed  and  pieces  of 
furniture  fastened  on  the  horse  behind  her. 
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The  owner  of  the  Walton  patent  was  WiUiani 
\Yalton,  a  man  of  much  note  and  pffiucncc  in  New 
York  at  that  time.  He  had  oft'ered  to  give  a  tract 
of  laud  in  his  ]>.iteni;  to  the  first  male  child  born 
there  on  condition  tliat  the  child  should  bear  his 
name.  The  first  child  thus  born  was  a  son  of  Rob- 
ert North.  Mrs.  North  had  vv-ished  to  call  him 
Samuel,  and,  in  spite  of  the  oiler,  the  name  Samuel 
was  adopted.  Tliis  boy  went  to  Albain-  as  a  clerk 
in  the  Assembly,  and  afterwards  became  a  lawyer, 
but  died  in  early  life.  Long  after  this  event  Sam- 
uel's brother  Eenj:unin  became  the  father  of  a  son, 
in  whom  was  revived  the  name  of  Samuel.  This 
was  Colonel  North,  who  for  man^-  years  was  prob- 
ably the  most  distinguished  citizen  of  the  village. 

After  leaving  Unadilla  wlien  lie  became  of  age. 
Colonel  North  pursued  his  mercantile  calling  for  a 
time  in  New  York.  Returning  to  Walton  he  be- 
came colonel  of  a  regl;nent  of  Hamden  and  Wal- 
ton militia  which  was  called  out  during  the  Anti- 
rent  difficulties.  He  once  more  settled  in  I'nadilla 
and  in  184-9  was  elected  County  Clerk.  In  18.")3 
he  was  made  principal  clerk  in  the  appointment 
division  of  the  General  Post  Oiiice  Department  in 
Washington,  and  soon  afterwards  was  made  si:)ec- 
ial  agent  of  the  department  for  a  portion  of  New 
York  and  New  England.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the 
Charleston  convention  of  ISGC)  and  voted  for  Ste- 
phen A.  Douglass.  By  this  act  he  incurred  the 
displeasure  of  President  Buchanan  and  lost  his 
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position.  Returning  to  Unadilla  he  engaged  in  the 
hardware  business.  While  acting  as  one  of  the  fif- 
teen special  agents  of  the  Post  Office  Department 
he  h.iu  Ikcu  iated  as  No.  1  as  to  the  value  of  his 
services.* 

"•■'In  1863,  Governor  Seymour  appointed  Colonel  Noith  to  rep- 
resent the  State  in  Washinj^ton  in  matters  affecting  soldiers  who 
were  sick  and  bounded  in  hospitals.  While  holding  this  place 
in  1S64,  during  an  exciting  Presidential  campaign,  he  was  ac- 
cused of  defrauding  soldiers  of  their  votes.  At  the  trial  he  svas 
completely  vindicated.  Horace  Greeley  in  the  Tribune  de- 
clared that  this  was  "positive  and  uncondilional."'  On  his  re- 
turn home,  a  reception  and  dinner  were  given  to  him  by  citi- 
zens of  the  village  and  in  Albany  similar  honors  weie  bestowed 
upon  him  by  Jutlge  A^na^a  J.  Parker.  His  name  uas  promi- 
nently mentioned  by  Democratic  leaders  as  the  candidate  for 
Governor  at  the  next  election  and  he  was  much  urged  to  accept 
it,  but  he  positively  declined  to  do  so,  and  when  offered  the 
Comptrollership  declined  that  also. 

Colonel  North  was  long  in  association  v,-ith  the  leaders  of  the 
Democratic  party  m  this  stcite,  being  at  one  tinic  Chr-irman  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  lie  came  into  close  relations  with 
Erastus  Cuming,  Dean  Rii,hn\ond,  Horatio  Seymour,  .Sanford 
E.  Church,  .-Mien  C.  Beach,  and  John  T.  Hofiman.  The  party 
Ic-adcrs  often  visited  Unadilia  to  consult  hirn,  and  on  one  memor- 
able occasion  Governor  Seymour  delivered  a  speech  here  which 
attracted  several  thousand  pe^-ple.  His  last  uliicial  place  was 
that  of  Ca'ial  Appraiser  to  which  Governor  Hohnian  appointed 
him  in  1S70.      He  became  president  of  the  i^oard. 

Eor  nearly  twenty  years  Colonel  North  was  Chairman  of  tl".e 
Board  of  Tiustecs  of  Unadilla  Academy  and  secured  for  it  the 
endowment  fund  of  Sio.ooo.  He  built  a  reservoir  on  Kilkenny 
Hill  and  laid  pipe  down  Clifton  to  Main  Street  where  he  set 
three  hydrants  giving  tire  protection  to  proper Ly  within  reach. 
The  extensive  system  of  village  water  works  now  existing 
was  afterwards  planned  and  built  by  his  son  Samuel  S.  North. 
For  several  years  he  was  a  director  of  the  Albany  and  Susque- 
hanna Railroad  and  through  his  eSTurts  the  bill  making  a  State 
appropriation  which  finally  secured  the  road  was  signed  by 
Governor  Seymour.      Under    his  inlluence  a  law  was  passed  by 
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Colonel  North's  wife  was  Eliza  Gray  of  Durliam, 
Greene  County,  whom  he  married  in  1835.  She 
died  in  1891  and  he  followed  her  in  lS94in  theSlsc 
year  of  his  a^e.  Their  son  Tlioinas  Gray  North, 
was  born  in  Walton,  August  15,  1840,  and  for 
years  tilled  a  large  plaee  in  tlie  business  life  of  Una- 
dilla.  He  was  the  head  and  manager  of  the  bank- 
ing house  then  known  as  Thomas  G.  North  & 
Co.  which,  for  more  than  thirty  yeai's,  has  been 
among  the  prominent  and  successful  banks  in  this 
part  of  the  State.  Since  his  death  the  house  has 
been  continued  as  North  &  Co.,  Samuel  S.  North, 
Colonel  North's  onl\-  survivingchild  beingthehead. 
Thomas  G.  Norili's  untimely  death  in  1885  cast  a 
shado\v  over  the  village  such  as  few  events  have 
done.  He  was  educated  at  Geneva  and  began  busi- 
ness with  Charles  C.  Sivcr  in  18(j5,  tirst  as  hard- 
ware merchant  ?!nd  then  as  b;inker.  3.1r.  Sivei''s 
poor  health  ending  finally  in  his  lamented  death 
bioke  up  the  pai  tncrsiii])  and  Mr.  North  continued 
tlie  business  with  his  fatlter  until  he  died. 

wbicli  nearly  all  the  stone  sidewalks  in  the  village  were  laid  hy 
residents  who  secured  credit  for  the  sarae  on  their  highway 
taxes.  Personally  CcJonel  North  was  o  man  of  marked  distir.c- 
tit'H,  with  appearance  and  address  such  as  would  have  gained 
attention  in  any  society. 
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'  THIIEE    YEARS    AGO. 

1828. 

CoLONKL  North,  near  the  close  of  his  life,  pub- 
lished an  interesting  and  valuable  description  of 
the  village  at  the  time  of  his  first  arrival  in  1828.  * 
hy  his  kind  permission,  secured  at  the  time  of  its 
appearance,  the  greater  part  of  this  paper  is  given 
here.  The  description  begins  at  the  eastern  end  of 
the  village  and  first  embraces  the  north  side  of 
Main  Street  through  to  the  western  end  as  follows: 

''Tlie  first  (hvflliiig  v,-as  a  o:;c  story  house  in 
which  lived  an  aged  couple.  Jesse  Noble  and  his 
wife. 

"Next  was  tlie  residence  of  David  Finch  and 
family  consisting  of  himself  and  wife,  four  sons 
and  four  daughters. 

"At  this  point  was  a  diverging  road,  then  as 
now,  leading  o\  er  the  hills  to  the  town  of  Butter- 
nuts. On  the  west  side  of  this  road,  a  few  rods 
from  Main  Street,  stood  the  distillery  of  Noble  and 
Ha3'es,  one  of  the  seeming  necessary  adjuncts  of 
the  then  new  country,  to  Vv'ork  up  thesurplus  grain 

*  PrinteJ  in  the  I'nadilla  Times  in  May,  iSc,i. 
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of  those  da3'S,  for  which  there  was  no  market  ex- 
cept in  a  liquid  form. 

"Next  v.-as  what  was  known  as  tlie tenant  house 
of  Noble  I's:  Hayes,  in  Avhich  lived  Amos  Priest  and 
his  wife  on  the  site  of  which  now  stands  tlie  resi- 
dence of  Horace  B.  Eells,  being  the  same  house 
with  additions  and  improvements  in  which  David 
Finch  lived,  but  was  moved  to  Avhere  it  now 
stands,  because  of  railroad  ejicroaehments. 

"Next  was  the  store  and  storage  buildings  of 
Noble  8.1  Hayes,  one  of  the  earliest  mercantile 
firms  established  in  this  section.  The  store,  since 
abandoned  for  such  use,  has  been  altered  into  a 
dwelling,  and  is  nov/  occupied  by  George  \Volcott 
and  family. 

"Next  was  the  residence  of  Curtis  Noble  and 
family,  consisthig  of  liimself,  wife,  four  sons  and 
four  daughters. 

"Next  was  tlie  residence  of  Isaac  Hayes  and 
family,  consisting  of  himself,  wife,  four  daughters, 
two  sons  and  a  niece.  It  is  no\v  the  home  of  Clark 
1.  Hayes  and  family. 

"Next  was  tlie  residence  of  Cajiiain  Ames  Bost- 
wick,  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and  family,  consist- 
ing of  himself,  wife  and  one  daughter.  It  is  now 
known  as  tlie  tenant  house  attached  to  the  farm 
of  Clark  I.  Hayes. 

"Next  passing  an  intervening  space  of  several 
rods  of  open  field,  came  what  was  designated 
as  the  "yellow  store"  built  l)y  Henry  .\.  Beach, 
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but  never  successfulh'  utilized  for  business  pur- 
poses. It  became  a  sort  of  "catchall"  for  mi- 
gratory tenants.  It  occupied  the  lot  on  which  now 
stands  the  residence  of  IvcGrand  Stone. 

"Next  was  an  open  field  to  where  Hiram  Bene- 
dict and  family  resided  in  a  sriiall  house,  detached 
from  which  was  a  shop  in  which  he  carried  on  the 
tailoring  business.  The  house  at  a  later  day  was 
improved  and  niodcrnii:ed  by  Jared  C.  Gregory, 
and  is  now  the  residence  of  Mrs.  \Vm.  McLaur3' 
and  daughter. 

"Next  was  the  house  now  the  residence  of  Mrs. 
Henry  H.  Howard,  then  occupied  by  Arnold  B. 
Watson  and  family. 

"Next  was  the  residence  of  Daniel  Castle  and 
family,  consisting  of  himself,  wife,  two  sons  and  a 
daughter.  It  is  the  same  house  modernized  and 
improved,  now  the  ]>rov)ortv  and  ri^sidence  of  Mrs. 
Hurlljurt. 

"Next  was  an  intervening  cultivated  field,  upon 
the  west  side  of  which  was  an  imoecupicd  house, 
formerly  the  residence  of  Jacob  Hayes  and  family. 
It  was  at  a  later  day  removed,  and  the  lot  with 
some  addition  to  it  was  afterward  built  upon  bj' 
Hon.  Charles  C.  Xol.ile.  The  place  has  lately  been 
purchased  by  James  Collins,  who  with  his  family 
now  occupies  it. 

"  Xext  was  an  open  field  a  distance  of  thirty  rods 
down  to  where  H.  C.  Gregory  and  his  family  now 
reside  in  the  house  built  by  Mr.  A.  B.  Watson. 
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Withiu  the  grounds  of  the  same  as  now  inclosed, 
stood  near  the  east  line,  the  dwelling  of  Mason 
DeForest,  and  near  thereto  a  shop  in  which  he 
^vorked  at  shoe  making.  Both  the  house  ai:d  sliop 
were  demolished  when  Air.  Watson  built  his  house. 

"Next  was  the  Masonic  Hall  standingabout two 
rods  east  of  the  brick  store  since  built,  in  which 
lived  Henry  A.  Beach  and  his  fatnily.  Mason.s  at 
that  time  being  in  a  languishing  condition,  tlie 
lodge  room  was  soon  used  for  a  young  lad^-'s 
school,  kept  by  a  Miss  Seymour  from  Connecticut. 
The  Hall  was  afterward  purchased  by  William  J. 
Thompson,  moved  to  Watson  Street,  and  by  him 
converted  into  a  dwelling  whicli  is  now  his  resi- 
dence. 

"Next  passing  an  intervening  space  of  several 
rods  down  to  where  White's  llall  now  stands, 
there  was  an  unoecu]:)ied  bniMing  known  as  the 
I>r.  Huntingt(jn  store,  wiiich  was  afterwards 
moved  off,  and  is  now  tb.c  residence  of  Nicholas 
I*rice  on  Watson  Street. 

"  Next  was  the  yellow  house  yet  standing,  then 
the  residence  of  Dr.  David  Wr.lker,  his  wife,  and 
one  child,  a  son. 

"  Next  after  :ui  interval  of  several  rods  \vas  the 
house  occupied  by  the  famiK-  of  Geiieral  Solomon 
Martin,  deceased,  consisting  of  his  widow,  her 
maiden  sister,  Mary  Sccjtt,  and  four  sons,  Edward, 
William,  Benjamin  and  Robert.  It  is  the  place 
whereon  now  stands  the  residence  of  Marvin 
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Sweet,   which   was  built    by,  and  for  many  years 
was  the  residence  of  the  Rev.  Norman  H.  Adams. 

"Next  was  an  open  space  of  about  forty  rods 
down  to  what  is  now  known  as  the  Elder  Speny 
place,  where  was  a  hou^^e  occupied  b\  Albert  Ben- 
ton and  family,  on  the  site  of  which  now  stands 
the  Speriy  mansion. 

"Next  were  the  store  and  storage  buildings  of 
Benton  and  Fellows,  back  of  which  was  their  dis- 
tillery and  tenant  house.  It  is  worthy  to  be  re- 
marked that,  notwithstanding  the  cheapness  and 
abundance  of  whiskey  in  those  spiritual  times — 
two  shillings  per  gallon  at  retail — there  ^vas  more 
drinking  and  fewer  drunkards  than  there  are  now. 
Delirium  tremens  was  not  a  resultant  eiTect  of  over 
indulgence,  nor  was  such  a  thing  kuoxAn  in  Una- 
dilla,  until  after  the  local  distilleries  had  cea.scd  to 
make  pure  extract  of  rye  and  corn  and  ihe  mer- 
chants introduced  as  a.  substitute  therefor  that  vile 
decoction  of  the  Devil's  invention,  New  England 
rum. 

"Next  was  the  residence  of  Stephen  Benton, 
where  now  Major  C.  D.  Fellows,  one  of  the  old 
and  honored  survivors  of  the  long  ago  now  eighty- 
nine  3'ears  of  age,  resides,  and  rejoices  in  the  pos- 
session of  pleasant  home  surroundings  and  the 
comforting  consciousness  of  an  upright  life,  having 
been  always  a  Democrat  without  variableness  or 
shadow  of  turning. 

"Next  passing  along  an  intervening   distance   of 
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some  fort3'  rods  there  was  a  house  in  which  David 
Scott  and  family  resided. 

"Next  was  a  building  adjoining  the  west  lino  of 
the  house,  lot  and  premises  of  Sanmcl  North,  in 
which  Deacon  John  Rells  carried  on  the  business 
of  shoe  making. 

"Next  was  the  wagon  shop  and  manufactory,  of 
Horace  and  Sheldon  Griswold,  since  made  irito  a 
dwelling  and  now  the  residence  and  property  of 
Mrs.  Isaac  Crandall. 

"Next  was  the  cabinet  shop  of  \Vm.  Wilmot  still 
standing,  but  changed  to  a  tenant  house. 

"Next  was  the  residence  of  Wm.  Wilmot  and 
family  consisting  of  himself,  wife,  three  daughters 
and  one  son.  The  residence  is  now  occupied  by  the 
survivors  of  the  family,  one  daughter  and  tlie 
^vidow  of  Daniel. 

"Ne.Kt  wa^  the  residence  of  Deacon  John  Eells 
and  family,  \vhich  he  abandoned  a  little  later  to 
occupy  the  brick  house  he  had  built  and  in  which 
his  son-in-law  E.  C.  Delknap  and  famil\'  now  live. 

"  Next  was  an  old  liotise  occupied,  by  Luke  Wash- 
burn, jr.,  which  served  the  double  purpose  of  a 
residence  and  a  sho])  in  which  he  manufactured 
chairs.  It  is  the  locality  on  which  now  stands  the 
residence  of  Airs.  Henry  I5riggs. 

"Next  on  the  west  part  of  Mrs.  Briggs's  lot 
was  a  one  story  building  occupied  by  a  man 
named  Hovey,  a  repairer  of  watches  and  clocks, 
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who  did   business  under  the  then  attractive  sign  of 
an  imnieuse  oinhanf^ing  wooden  watch. 

"Xcxtwasthe  Capt.  Uriah  Hanford  jjlace  with 
a  froiitage  of  some  fort}-  rods  on  which  standing 
well  back  from  the  road  was  a  red  honsc  in  which 
Major  Fellows  commenced  housekeeping. 

"Next  was  a  diverging  road  from  Main  Street, 
leading  from  Kilkenny  and  Rogers  Hollow,  facing 
which  on  the  corner  west  stood  a  small  building  in 
which  Xiel  Kobertson  carried  on  tlic  business  of 
saddle  and  harness  making. 

"Next  was  the  residence  of  Dr.  Xijah  Cone  and 
family  consisting  of  himself  wife,  son  and  daugh- 
ter. The  place  is  now  owned  and  occupied  by  the 
widow  of  his  son  Lewis  G.  and  his  grandson  Fred- 
erick L. 

"Next  was  the  rt-.-^idericc  of  Daniel  and  Gilbert 
Cone,,  r.ow  owned  find  occujued  by  James  White 
and  family. 

"Next  and  hist  on  the  north  side  of  the  street 
about  forty  rods  further  west  was  a  tenant  hoiTse 
of  D.  cS:  G.  Cone,  since  demolished,  in  which  lived  a 
man  named  John  Hough  and  his  family." 

Colonel  North  next  describes  the  sou+h  side  of 
Main  Street,  returning  first  to  the  eastern  end  as 
before,  and  then  proceeding  west  as  follows  : 

"First    came    the    residence  of  Judge  Abijah    H. 
Beach  and  family,  consisting  of  himself,  wife,  two 
daughters  and  one  son,  and  is  now  the  residence  of 
the  widow  of  Oliver  Buckley. 
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''Next  where  Miss  Jeyes  and  her  brother  now 
reside,  \Yas  the  home  of  Guido  L.  Bissell,  his  wife, 
two  daughters  and  two  sons.  TIjc  house  was  built 
by  the  accumulated  earnings  of  the  two  daughteis, 
Betsy  and  Hannah. 

"Next  was  the  residence  of  Capt.  Daniel  Hayes, 
his  wife  and  four  sons.  Within  the  same  inclosure 
was  a  shop  in  which  Capt.  Hayes  worked  at  the 
business  of  making  hats. 

"Next  at  a  distance  of  several  rods  further  down 
was  the  hotel  kept  by  Joel  Bragg,  in  v/hich  he  with 
his  wife  and  their  children,  four  sons  and  two 
daughters  resided.  It  was  lately  the  residence  of 
Dr.  Evander  Odcll  and  family  and  is  now  owned  b}' 
F.  O.  Adams. 

"Next  passing  along  u  few  rods  below  stood  the 
shop  in  which  Daniel  Castle  and  Benjamin  H.  Avers 
dealt  in  furs  and  manufactured  hats.  The  building 
since  altered  into  ?  dwelling,  is  now  owned  by  Ly- 
man H.  DeForcst. 

"Next  was  the  residence  of  "Uncle  John  Bissell" 
(he  %vas  everbody's  uncle).  "Uncle  John,"  who 
was  a  widower,  lived  here  with  his  son  Benjamin 
and  family.  The  old  house  was  at  a  later  da^-  torn 
down  to  make  ])lace  for  the  brick  mansion  now 
the  residence  of  Dr.  Gregory,  which  was  btiilt  by 
Joel  Bragg,  who  at  that  time  owned  tliefarm  prop- 
erty therewith  connected. 

"Next  was  the  residence  built  for  liimsclf  by  Ros- 
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well   Wright,   now    owned    and    occupied   by   Ex- 
Senator  D.  P.  Looniis  and  his  family. 

"Next  standing  oti  the  comer  of  the  road  lead- 
ing to  the  grist  and  saw  mills  of  Joel  Bragg,  was 
the  store  of  Roswell  Wright,  occupied  by  the  firm 
of  Wright,  Watson  &  Co.,  composed  of  Roswell 
Wright,  Arnold  B.  Watson  and  Abiel  U.  Williams. 
It  is  the  same  building,  modernized  and  now  owned 
by  Albert  Mallery  in  which  the  grocery  business  is 
carried  on  by  Heimer  61"  Mallery. 

"Xext,  turning  down  the  mill  road,  there  stood, 
some  tC7i  rods  from  the  corner,  on  the  west  side  of 
the  road,  a  ^vood  framed  blacksmith  sho]),  oc- 
cupied successively  by  Turner  McCall  and  Charles 
Wood.  Later  this  building  was  abandoned  and 
the  more  commodious  stone  bxiilding  as  now  used 
was  erected  by  Levi  L.  Woo  Iru ff  in  which  he  con- 
tinued the  Ijusincss. 

"Next  standing  n^.ar  th,e  present  residence  of 
Hiel  Crandall  was  a  house  in  which  lived  a  very  re- 
spectable colored  family  of  the  name  of  Howell  of 
which  tlie  husband  and  father,  Leter,  was  a  trusty 
man  and  a  recognized  favorite. 

"Next  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  midway 
between  the  brook  and  the  sawmill,  lived  Richard 
Ferguson,  the  sawyer,  and  his  wife,  in  a  small,  one 
story  plank  house  long  ago  demolished. 

"Next  the  grist  and  saw  mills  stood  together  at 
the  end  of  the  road  which  was  a  Cul  de  sac  ending 
thereat. 
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"Next  on  the  comer  of  Main  and  Alill  Streets  op- 
posite Wright's  store,  there  stood  an  old  house  in 
Avhich  lived  the  family  of  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Robinson  \vho  attended  to  g"riudiu<^  the  grain  of 
customers  and  taking  judicious  tolls  at  the  grist- 
mill. 

"Next  was  the  law  office  of  Henry  Ogden,  Esq,, 
occupying  the  site  on  which  afterwards  vvas  built 
by  Rufus  Mead  the  store  now  standing  vacant. 
The  ofjice  was  moved  down  near  the  mills  and  al- 
tered into  a  dwelling. 

'"Next  was  the  residence  of  Henry  Ogden  and 
family,  consisting  of  himself,  his  mother,  his  wife, 
four  sons  and  two  daughters,  occupying  the  site  of 
the  present  Episcopal  rectory. 

"Next  was  St.  Matthew's  Episcopal  Church,  oc- 
cupying the  site  on  which  it  now  stands,  then  and 
for  several  years  nfierward,  the  only  chairch  edifice 
in  town. 

"  From  the  church  to  the  old  district  sehoolhouse 
there  were  no  buiMings. 

"EVom  the  school  house  to  the  [)rescnt  residence 
of  H.  E.  Bailey  VN-as  an  open  field  known  as  the 
"Harper  lot,"  on  which  were  no  buildings.  It  was 
a  place  of  resort  for  pitching  quoits,  ball  playing, 
military   parades,  shows  and  circus   performances. 

"The  residence  of  Mr.  Bailey,  referred  to  in  the 
preceding  paragraphs,  was  built  by  the  Hon.  Sher- 
man Page,  and  at  the  time  we  write  of,  was  the 
residence  of  his  famil}-,  consisting  of  himself  and 
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wife,  two  sons,  three  daughters  and  a  niece.  Mr. 
Page  Wcis  a  representative  man  and  a  notable 
figure  in  public  aflairs  ot"  that  time.  On  the  east 
of  the  house,  close  to  the  street,  stood  iiis  law 
office,  long  since  moved  olT  aud  appropriated  to 
other  uses. 

"Next  was  the  v.-ell-kept  hotel  of  James  \Villiaras 
which  since  its  modernization  and  extevisive  alter- 
ation and  improvement,  now  bears  the  name  of 
the  Tingley  House.  In  the  now  open  si:)acc,  corner 
of  Alain  and  Bridge  Streets,  stood  the  hotel  barn, 
in  front  of  which  was  a  commodious  open  shed  for 
the  use  of  travellers  and  local  patrons  of  the 
hotel.  On  the  road  leading  to  the  bridge,  then  as 
now,  spanning  the  Siisquehanna  river,  a  distance 
of  about  seventy  rods,  there  were  no  buildings  of 
any  kind. 

"  From  tlic  corner  of  Main  aiid  P>i  idgc  Sireets 
down  to  the  Hdson  place,  the  present  resic,lence  of 
W.  E.  Rifenbark,  a  distance  of  over  fift}'  rods,  there 
were  no  buildings.  C)n  the  west  side  of  the  house, 
next  to  the  west  line  of  the  premises,  was  the  ortice 
of  Dr.  Edson  but  that  has  disappeared. 

"Next  was  the  house  that  is  now  the  home  of 
"William  Ingraham  and  family  then  occupied  by 
John  Bottom  and  family  who  afterward  moved  to 
Boston  and  were  there  known  by  the  name  of 
Bottome. 

"Next  was  a  small  house  on  the  site  of  tlie  house 
now  belonging  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hayes  in  which 
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lived  I^lelancthon  B,  Jarvis  and  his  family  of  which 
the  late  Mrs.  A.  S.  Ames  was  one  of  the  daughters. 

"Next  was  the  tanning  and  currying  shop  of 
Johnson  Wright  which,  with  his  house  nearby, 
since  demolished  or  removed,  were  on  the  lot  and 
premises  on  which  stands  the  fme  residence  of  the 
family  of  the  late  John  VanCott. 

"Next  was  the  residence  of  Deacon  Holley  Seelev 
and  family  and  a  little  further  on  was  his  black- 
smith shop  in  which  he  wrougiit  skillfully  and  in- 
dustrionsh'  at  his  trade  of  shoeing  horses  and 
fiishioning  im])lements  of  farming  for  his  custo- 
mers. The  family  long  ago  moved  away  and  the 
house  was  transported  to  a  location  on  Martin 
Brook  Street.  The  old  shop  fell  into  disuse  and 
went  to  decay. 

"Next  was  an  open  s]iace  of  some  forty  rods 
down  to  the  residence  of  Niel  Robertson  and  frimilv 
where  John  Armstrong  now  lives  with  his  family. 

"Next  was  the  office  of  Dr.  Nijah  Cone  near  the 
present  gateway  entran.ce  to  the  barnyard  of  James 
White. 

"Next  was  the  cloth  dressijig  and  iinishing  shop 
of  D.  and  G.  Cone  who  carried  on  work  in  that 
line  largely. 

"Next  were  the  barns  of  Messrs.  Cone  who, 
among  their  other  industries,  were  cjuite  extensive 
farmers. 

"Next  and  last  v.as  a  red  house  in  which  HIias 
Mead,  his  wife  and  three  sons  lived.  Mr.  Mead 
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^vorkcd  at  chaJr  n.aking  and  house  paintin-  The 
premises  are  now  owned  by  Dr.  Johnson  and  his 
la  m  I  ly . 

"  A  Httle  further  dov.-n  near  ]Janholo..ow's  sliin- 
g.e  mill  was  the  fulling  mill  of  Alessrs.  Cone." 
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XII. 

TEE    UNADILLA    KUIsTIKG    CLUB 

AND    THE    JUBILEE    OF 

INDEPEl'JDEIsCE. 

1820--1826. 

When  tlie  century  held  paifscd  throuLih  its  first 
qucirter,  riuidilla  had  bjcoitie  a  thriving  frontier 
settlement.  Affortling  as  it  did  a  tt-rniinus  tor  two 
great  highways,  the  one  to  Catskilh  the  otlier  to 
Ithaca,  au'l  with  a  navigable  river  giving  an  out- 
let to  Southern  markets  for  lumber  and  tarm  ])ro- 
ducts,  notable  prosiicrit\'  had  been  secured.  .-\s 
we  have  mcii,  two  new  Ijridges  had  Ijcen  built 
across  the  river,  a  Cwik:  scin;>olhou5e  erected,  and 
church  societies  established.  There  were  thriving 
stores  and  hotel>,  wooleii  industries,  blacksmitli, 
cabinet  and  wagon  sho])s,  a  ha.t  factory,  lawvers 
and  [)liysicians.  In  tlie  township  the  cloth  pro- 
duced in  the  year  1S24  comprised  l'),L'OC)  yards. 
There  were  four  gris.t  mills,  three  fulliug  ndlls,  six 
carding  machines,  and  one  ashery."  On  farm 
lands  the  tuindTcr  of  sheep  was  5,011-;  of  cattle, 
2,324.  and  of  horses  4-3'J. 

•  Earlier  in  the  ceati'.ry  the  producli.-in  cf  p  it  ->n'l  pe.trl  3<I'.^^  had  beea 
a  large  industry.  One  acre  of  timber  lar.d  v.uuld  proJ'iL-c  about  t*o  to.":* 
of  potj>.'i. 

1  U) 


Tilt     MAIN     SIR  EFT    TREES. 

The  population  of  the  viliai£/j  was  somewhat  less 
than  300:  in  1S27  it  was  2S2,  and  in  that  year  it 
was  ineorporaied.  It  so  remained  for  thirty  year> 
when  after  an  interval  of  mnre  than  thirty,  it  was 
incorporated  a,2;ain.  Under  that  carl_v  incorpora- 
tion one-t!iird  o(  the  highway  tax  was  apphed  to 
the  coristruction  of  side  walks.  At  the  same  tinte, 
etTorts  were  made  in  other  directions  for  iirijirove- 
ments.  In  the  spring  of  1S2S  the  hirge  trees  that 
now  adorn  T^Iain  Street,  were  set  out — "In-  the 
united  \\-ork  of  willing  hands,,  gratuitously  ren- 
dered", said  Col.  North. 

The  population  of  the  tt>\vnshiji  in  1824^  was 
2,194,  of  whom  500  men  were  farmers  and  110 
mechanics,  in  the  latter  class  being  embraced  the 
carpenters,  masons,  blacksmiths,  mill  0]H-rators, 
etc.,  the  proporticni  to  farmers  indicating  verv 
promisin.g  ,'ietiviL\-  oiitside  uiere  soil  cultivation. 
Thirteen  men  were  classed  as  trnders,  or  store- 
keepers. Six  were  foreigners,  b_v  \vhich  term  seems 
to  have  been  meant  jK-rsons  not  of  an  Englisli 
speakirig  race.  Xinetec!!  were  free  blacks,  men 
who  a  short  time  before  liad  doubtless  been  slaves. 
Throughout  the  county  the  population  had  grown 
surprisingly  every wdiere.  Hy  l.'^20  Otsego  counted 
up  44.800  souls,  or  nearly  as  large  a  population  as 
it  has  ever  had  since. 

On  the  side  of  social  life  fcr  a  period  ten  years 
later,  the  next  chapter  will  give  interesting 
glimpses  fror.i  Hcr.ry  Noble's  iounml.  Th.e  village 
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had  alread3"  become  a  well  known  centi'c  tor  deer 
hunting.  Indeed,  its  fame  in  that  respect  had  ex- 
tended far  beyond  its  borders.  Xowliere  in  the 
upper  valley  were  deer  to  be  had  so  plentifully  as 
among  these  hills.  Men  came  from  distant  places 
in  the  autumn,  having  formed  what  they  called 
the  Unadilla  Hunting  Club,  of  which  a  charming 
aeeoiint  has  been  left  us  by  Levi  I<eardsley.* 
Among  its  members  were  Sherman  I'age,  Henry 
Ogden  and  Dr.  Colwell,  with  professional  and 
other  friends  of  theirs  from  Oxford,  Utica  and  else- 
where, among  tliem  General  Kiithbone,  Colonel 
Clapp,  Judge  Alonell,  Judge  Tvlorns,  and  John  C. 
Clark.  Slierman  Page  was  the  Grand  Saeh.em  of 
the  club. 

The  meetings  extended  o\er  four  days.  .\fter 
lasting  for  five  ye:irs  a  Legislative  enactment  in- 
terfered AN'ith  thciu.  At  cacli  meeting  ;i  dinner  was 
given  by  Judge  Page,  at  which  were  consumed  or^e 
or  tv^o  saddles  of  venison,  Susquehanna  pike — 
then  plentiful  in  the  river,  and  in  the  cajjture  of 
wdiich  Henry  Ogden  was  an  expert,— win.e  and 
briindy.  The  general  meeting  j^kice  was  the  village 
inn,  on  thesite  of  the  piesent  I'nadilla  House,  wdiich 
adjoined  Judge  Page's  home  and  was  called 
Hunters'  Hall.  The  game  mostly  sought  v/as  deer. 
I-'rom  early   Indian  times  this  region  had  been  cel- 

'  Mr.  HeaiiMry's  hone  was  i\  Cherry  V.-^llcy  He  jervctl  >evcral  terms 
.^<.  Member  of  Asseinhlv  ar.d  Stale  Sen:itnr.  anJ  At  one  iiiiie  f.icsided  over 
the  Sen;ite  He  published  hn  bcok  m  1S5;,  and  the  ch.\rni  of  its  style,  no 
Ic.^s  th.in  i:s  contei.ts,  is  delvhtf'il. 
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ebrated  as  a  favorite  hainit  of  these  fleet-footed 
and  mild-eyed  creatures.  In  a  letter  written  some 
years  after  the  meetings  ee.ised,  Judge  Page  said  : 

"  We  killed  twenty-seven  deer  one  week.  Among 
them  were  twelve  large  bucks.  That  week  we  ran 
fift3'-two  well  trained  hounds.  We  had  thirty-two 
men  who  put  out  the  dog^,  some  in  pairs,  others 
singly,  and  £ibout  tliirty  bloods;  some  men  v-.'ereon 
horseback  and  others  on  foot;  some  watching  the 
points  of  hills,  others  at  the  fords  of  the  river,  and 
always  one  or  more  at  the  Indian  Monument.* 

"Imagine  yourself  on  the  high  bank  at  Pomp's 
Eddv.t  the  sun  iust  resting  over  Burnt  Hill,  Round 
Top  at  the  south,  Poplar  Hill  at  the  north  [the 
points  of  the  compass  are  here  obviously  reversed] 
the  famous  eel  weir  iibove  and  the  cave  bank  below 
you.  A  hound  breaks  forth  on  Poplar  Hill;  an- 
olh.er  and  still  annLhei-  on  Puml  ITill  aiid  Ivound 
Top.  By  tliis  time  twenty  are  in  hearing.  You 
know  not  when  the  dog  mav  come.     You   hear  a 

'  This  inrcrc^tiiig  prehistoric  relic  stood  close  to  tne  river  rorid  leadmeto 
Sidney  on  tho  north  side  of  the  Suiquehannri.  The  bud  was  I  l>elicve  part 
of  the  so-called  "  Church  fsrm"  that  gift  of  Gould=borough  Banyar  to  St, 
Matthew's  .Tlre.idy  referred  tt,  I  well  remember  the  pile  of  stones,  but  all 
trace  of  tiienr  h.^.a,  I  think,  disappeared.  The  i.^te  Widirxm  V-<:y  of  .Sidney 
told  me  that  when  he  was  a  boy  livnu^  on  the  Hough  farm  an  Indian 
one  day  aiii\e<i  at  the  monument  and  added  some  stones  to  the  pile — a  pile 
of  common  held  stones  this  "  m'Tniiment  "  was,  but  it  n;ight  more  properly 
be  called  a  cairn.  AsUcd  why  he  did  this,  the  Indian  answered  that  if  the 
act  were  not  rcj^ul.irly  done  by  cnc  of  bis  tribe,  the  Great  .Spint  wo'ild  ren- 
der the  tribe  extini.t.  (,'airns  like  this  were  common  amont  the  Iri^jiiois 
and  are  believed  lo  have  bctn  closely  associated  with  their  firm  faith  in  a 
future  life. 

t  No  longer  an  e  Idy,  the  railroad  emb.'m'Kment  h:ivi-i^  cut  it  off  from  the 
main  channel  of  the  mer.and  thus  oblu-'ated  it.  It  waa  iianied  from  a 
negro  calUd  fompey  who  firmerly  had  lived  there. 
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riile  at  the  cave  bank  and  now  anotlier  at  the  eel 
weir,  and  jterhajjs  at  ihe  ha\-staek  and  Ouleoiit. 
Craek,  craek,  crack,  and  still  the  music  of  the  dogs 
grows  louder  and  more  shrill  as  they  approach. 
All  is  ex])ectationand  L-Xvdtenient.     You  a.re  Hurried. 

"At  this  moment  a  large  buck  with  antlers  erect 
is  seen  on  the  oppositeside,  makinghis  way  directly 
to  you.  Poj)  goesasmootlidiore,  and  Spickerman,  * 
the  poacher,  has  killed  him.  Your  agitation  and 
excitement  cease,  for  y(ju  are  angry  and  wish 
John  Cariey  was  there  to  lick  the  rascal.  You 
despair  of  killing  anyth.ing.but  are  not  discouraged 
for  another  deer  will  soon  be  along,  and  as  for 
Cariey  he  will  certainly  llog  the  poacher  when  he 
ineets  him. 

"The  dogs  are  still  in  full  cry  in  e\ery  direction 
jind  your  UK^rning's  S[;ori  has  just  commenced. 
Keep  your  place  U)r  aiioilK-r  deer  v.'ill  be  here; 
arid  so  it  turns  out.  ""i\:m  have  killed  h.im  and 
Cariey  has  found  and  licked  S])ickerman,  and  got 
away  his  buck,  but  has  linally  restored  it  at  vour 
request  afler  the  tlogging.  " 

Mr.  r.eardsley  wrote  of  tliose  times  tiiirty  years 
afterwards : 

"I  have  seen  nineteen  i'at  bi^ks  and  does  lying 
side  by  side  in  the  iKdlroom  of  our  hotel  at  I'na- 
dilla.  Ivven  in  m_v  sleep  and  often  within  the  last 
twelve  months  I  have  dreamed  of  those  Tnadilla 
hunts,  and  th.e  well  !cn(_)v>-n  cries  of  the  hoimds  that 

*  This  tm\e  w^-S  well  known  ii:  "-iJi-.cy  as  Inte  as  thirly  ytar«;  rjo. 
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used  to  trnvers'j  those  roiiiaiUic  hilis.  That  music 
has  in  fact  ceased  ;  tlie  dccr  arc  all  gone;  ihc  liuiits- 
inen  have  laid  by  their  rilles,  and  civilization  and 
agricultural  improvements  have  spread  over  those 
rugged  hills  as  well  as  th.o>c  delightful  valleys." 

On  July  4,  1S2G,  the  Jubilee  of  Independence 
Avas  celebrated  with  enthusiasm  along  the  valle\' 
and  on  the  Turnpike.  Toast  lists  that  still  survive 
show  with  what  keen  interest  tlic  political  topics 
of  that  time  were  discussed.  The  strife  of  parties 
and  the  liow  of  initriotic  speech  were  as  intense  in 
that  period  as  in  any  that  since  has  passed,  save 
perliaps  during  the  Civil  War.  it  was  an  impor- 
tant era  of  expansion  and  development,  in  which 
our  new  civilization  was  broadening  out  into  the 
democraLic  sjiirit  that  has  since  pervaded  it,  su]j- 
plnnting  the  nristocriuic  tendiencies  of  public  life  in 
earlier  timv;-.  The  ]n'cr-.i.l.:nts  vvdio  had  bce.i  in  of- 
fice were  Washington,  job;!  .\dams,  jel"fcrson, 
Madison  and  Monroe.  In  ilic  year  of  the  Jnlnlce, 
John  (hiincy  Adams  was  President.  Four  years 
later  was  to  begin  the  long  supremacy  ot'  Andi'ew 
Jackson,  with  all  that  this  imjjlied  in  niaking  the 
general  government  wlint  Lin.coln  atterwards  de- 
clared that  it  should  stil!  i)e, — a  "goverrnnent  of 
the  people,  by  the  people,  for  the  pco])le." 

In  those    Jidnlce   orations  wert.  contained  vadu- 

able  suggestions  of  the  jiolilical  temper  and  stress 

out  of  wdiich  the  Jacksonian  s;nrit  was  to  ri^e  into 

control    of    the    Xationrd    Ad.ministra.tion.      .Vlong 
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this  valley,  and  in  the  to\vns  on  the  Catskill  Turn- 
pike with  whieh  Unadilla  had  the  most  intimate 
relations, — more  intimate  than  with  settlements  on 
the  Susquehanna— th.c^e  politieal  sentiments  were 
everywhere  strong. 

Among  the  celebrations  was  one  at  Kortright 
Centre,  now  a  mere  handful  of  scattered  farm- 
houses, but  then  a  thriving  village  where  had  gath- 
ered for  the  celebration  practically  all  tiie  popula- 
tion within  a  radius  of  perhaps  twenty  miles.  The 
Turnpike  was  then  in  its  most  nourishing  state, 
with  hotels  so  fiequent  as  often  to  stand  within 
sight  of  ctich  other.  Along  this  highway  dwelt  a 
homogeneous,  though  long  drawn  out,coinmunit\', 
ninety  miles  in  length,  with  its  pulse  Ijeating  as 
from  the  throbliings  of  one  heart,  its  main  interests 
practically  identical  from  Catskill  to  Unadilla.  The 
oration  sjiokm  at  K()ririgl'.t  in  tlvtt  jubilee  cele- 
bration discloses  tiu'  prev.ailing  public  sentiment  of 
the  time.  *     t)f  Washington  the  siieaker  saitl : 

"P-ndowtd  by  nature  wiih  a  iVanie  of  the  great- 
est strength,  winch  had  not  been  enervateil  by 
jiarental  indidgenee  or  a  puny  cduc^iticni,  with  a 
strength  and  dejtth  of  mind  to  whieu  to  find  a 
parallel  v.-e  may  search  tlie  records  of  the  world  in 
vain, he  seemed  from  infancy  de:>tinetl  to  command. 

•Tho  orator  u  a-,  the-  f.i-.her  of  the  ]au:  Dr.  Gaiu^  L.  HiKey  of  I'n.idllla 
—  l)r.  ('r.uus  H.il^cy  who  then  pt.ictiCfil  medicine  in  knrtri^^ht,  'I  he^e 
extracts  :ir'  taken  from  the  or.ition  as  priuteJ  in  the  I)ehAware  Gazette  of 
Delhi  on  July  i--ih,  i8j6.  In  the  same  paper  was  printed  the  new*  of 
the  death  of  i'h.inias  JetVersiin  .md  ioim  .-Vi.iins  which  had  oocurrcj  siiu- 
ullan:ou-ly  oa  th-:  veiy  djy   when  thi>  J  ib.lee  was  celcbiatej. 
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The  inflexibility  of  his  virtues  astonished  his  ene- 
mies; his  coohicss  and  self-possession  in  the  hour 
of  danger  pointed  to  him  as  the  master  spirit  of 
the  Revolution,  peculiarl3'  htted  '  to  ride  the  whirl- 
wind and  direct  the  storm.'  His  valor  h:id  been 
tested  in  the  Freneh  war,  and  long  will  the  banks 
of  the  Monongahela  bear  witness  to  his  youthful 
pmdencc  and  courage  in  saving  the  remnant  of 
Braddock's  defeated  army. 

"On  accepting  the  chief  command,  his  niodesty 
and  diffidence  betrayed  the  greatness  of  his  soul. 
After  showing  his  countrymen  the  way  to  conquest 
and  victory  he  concluded  the  American  war  with 
honor  to  himself  and  his  compjitriots  in  arms.  He 
resigned  his  commission  into  the  hands  which  gave 
it  and  retired  to  his  farm  tw  enjoy  the  sweets  of 
domestic  life,  ;ind  this,  too,  at  a  time  when  an  ex- 
asperated and  iiij'.ned  peojile  were  ready  to  confer 
upon  him  absolute  power.  Rut,  prefeiring  the 
liaj^piness  of  his  country  and  the  approving  smiles 
of  his  own  countrymen  to  tl:e  glittering  dlaiiem, 
he  once  more  endeared  himself  to  the  land  of  his 
nativity,  gaining  the  paternal  appellation  of  the 
P'ather  of  his  Country. 

"  When  it  became  necessary  to  secure  the  Federal 
compact  by  adopting  a  proper  constitution,  fitted 
to  the  growing  wants  of  tlie  young  and  rising  re- 
public, lie  presided  in  that  august  assendjly  that 
framed  it.  He  was  the  first  to  atlminister  the  gov- 
ernment under  its  regulations,  and  f  u'  eiglit  sue- 
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ccssive  \-c:irs,  beset  with  perils  and  dangers,  guided 
liy  wisdom,  he  steered  the  bark  of  state  into  the 
port  of  safety. 

"  For  all  these  services  ajid  self-denials,  what  did 
l:e  ask  as  a  reconii)cnse  ?  Tlie  erown  had  Ijeen  re- 
fused when  within  his  grasp.  Did  he  lay  liis  hands 
npoh  the  national  treasury?  No;  he  refused  pa3' 
for  the  seven  years  he  had  spent  in  arduous  service. 
Did  he  ask  for  peeidiar  privileges  for  himself  and 
his  family?  No;  none  r)f  these.  He  retired  sub- 
limely to  the  shades  of  Mount  Vernon,  there  to 
enjo\-  the  happiness  rural  life  aifords,  content  with 
the  honor  of  having  assisted  his  countrynicn  to 
achieve  their  independence  and  establish  their  lib- 
erty- upon  a  ]-crmanent  basis.  History  furnishes 
no  j)araliel  to  this.  Compared  with  Washington, 
Alexander  becomes  a  selfish  destroyer  of  the  human 
race,  Caesar  the  :nnbitious  v<jtarv  of  ])ower,  and 
DonaiKirte  the  disa}.ii)oinled  candidate  for  universal 
empire." 

To  the  Border  W.ars  of  the  Revolution,  which 
were  still  fresh  in  the  memory  of  many  of  his 
auditors,  tlic  Sjieaker  referred  as  ibllows: 

"Tlie  sulfcrings  of  many  peaceful  inhabitiuits 
were  little  inferior  to  those  of  actual  combatants. 
Their  field.s  v«-ere  laid  waste  and  devastated;  their 
liomes  burned  over  their  heads;  their  sons  nun'- 
dercd  upon  tlie  j'aternal  h^'arth;  their  Vvdves  and 
daughters  outraged  by  a  licentious  soldiery,  and 
to  ca])  the  climax  of  British  Ijutchery,  the  merciless 
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savages  \vere  let  loose  on  our  defenseless  frontier 
settlements  and  a  bount_v  was  given  for  American 
scalps.  How  oficn  were  the  scattered  iriliubitants 
led  captive  into  the  li'.)\vling  v.  ilderness  ;  Ii^nv  often 
was  the  nuirdL-rons  tomahawk  plnnge  1  into  the 
defenseless  bosom ;  how  often  was  the  smiling 
babe  torn  from  its  mother's  arms  and  its  brains 
V)eat  ont  against  the  wall  I 

"Alas!  the  records  of  tliose  days  furrash  too 
nianv  incidents  of  tragic  scenes.  How  eoiiid  that 
nation,  which  v/e  have  been  told  was  the  bidwark 
for  that  religion  tanght  by  tlie  Prince  of  t'eace, 
authorize  such  barl)arit_v  ?  Hov,-  coidd  that  nation, 
which  still  vcishes  to  lord  itself  over  our  minds  and 
style  itself  the  pattern  of  rehncnient,  assist  in 
those  acts  so  revolting  to  human  feelings?  But 
such  was  tile  iA.cx.  It  any  in  tliis  assembly  have  a 
donln  of  the  trutli  of  tlii-'  assertion,  1  aj^p-cal  for 
confirmation  to  those  wliitehaired  ])atrir)ts  before 
me  whose  eyes  I  see  moisten  at  the  recollection  of 
the  tragic  scenes.  Certaiidy  th.c  curse  of  an  ot- 
fended  Go\]  must  fall  upon  that  pceiple  so  h:)St  to 
the  feelings  of  honor  aaid  humanity." 

Oi'  England's  <!irect  c<.)mj)l!city  in  tlie  barbari- 
ties committed  during  the  Pordiej-  Wars  tiicre  no 
longer  e>:ists  any  dr)u'nt.  Joseph  LJrant,,  dining  his 
visit  to  London,  in  1773-G,  entered  into  an  tnuler- 
standing  with  Lord  George  Gernuaine,  the  nu mber 
of  Lord  North's  cabinet,  who  liaii  direct  charge  ol 
the  cr.ndvict  nf  the  war  in  Americi,  while  the  cor- 


THE     PIONEERS     OF     DNADILLA. 

respondeuce  between  at  least  one  otlicr  member  of 
the  Cabinet  and  the  commander  of  the  English 
army  in  this  countr}- settles  beyond  all  question  the 
complieity  of  the  home  government  'ui  the  emplo}-- 
ment  of  Indians  during  the  war. 

A  large  mass  of  testimony  also  exists  to  show 
that  the  Indians  were  not  only  urged  to  take  part 
in  the  war,  but  were  promised  immediate  pecuniary 
rewards,  were  lavishly  suj)plied  with  presents,  and 
were  assured  that,  however  the  war  might  termi- 
nate, their  material  condition  should  be  made  as 
good  as  before.  It  was  not  the  Indians  vrho  were 
responsible  for  the  mo.-t  barbarous  scenes  on  the 
frontier,  but  the  English  themselves — Tories  who 
had  gone  to  Canada  and  come  back,  of  whom  the 
master  tlend  was  Walter  N.  Butler  and  a  leader 
scarcely  less  culpal)Ic,  his  f:ither,  Jolm  Butler. 
Brant  ]iim.self  fleclr'icd,  on  more  than  oric  occasion, 
and  notal:)ly  at  Cherry  Valley,  that  the  Tories  were 
"more  savage  than  the  savages  themselves." 

How  high  ran  parly  spirit  in  lS2ft  further  ])as- 
sages  from  this  oration  by  my  graTidfnther  will 
show : 

"  There  is  one  reflection  [gainful  to  the  feelings  of 
every  well-wisher  of  our  land.  It  cannot  be  de- 
nied that  party  spirit  has  had  a  baneful  influence 
upon  national  character.  Long  nuist  the  moralist 
deplore  its  effects  on  the  manners  and  morals  of  the 
present  age.  Why  has  the  hated  demon  been  per- 
mitted to  stalk  through  our  land  une(>nLrolled,  em- 
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biltcring  llic  cup  of  domestic  happiness  and 
poisoning  tlic  social  intercourse  of  friends  and 
neighbors?  But  tlianks  to  the  \visdon\  and  en- 
lightened pohey  of  our  late  president,  Jamcb  Mon- 
roe, the  administration  was  sliown  to  be  the  rej)- 
resentative  of  a  nation  and  i)ot  the  instrunicnt  of 
party  feeling,  and  under  him  we  have  enjoyed  a 
political  calm  tliatis  both  salutary  and  refreshing." 

President  Adams,  having  recommended  what  is 
known  as  the  Panama  Mission,  the  speaker  re- 
marked thot  for  thi'-:  he  "had  been  denounced  by 
the  aristocratic  slave-holders  of  the  South  and  a 
few  renegades  from  the  cause  of  freedom  and  hu- 
inanit\'  in  the  Xorth  ",  and  then  added  tlie  follow- 
ing words  on  slavery  and  disunion,  subjects  which 
even  tlien  hav!  become  portentous  to  men's  minds: 

"These  men  style  themselves  patriots  and  rcpub- 
i'.caris.  Yet  we  ha\c  l>eea  told  by  the  mouth  of 
this  faction  (  1  mean  th.e  beardless  man  of  Ko- 
anoke  )*  that  our  Constitution  is  a  falsehood  ;  tluit 
it  carries  a  lie  upon  the  face  of  it  in  asserting  that 
men  are  born  free  and  equa!.  Our  legislaLive  halls 
have  been  polluted  by  hints  at  the  dissolution  of 
th.e  I'nion.  Aiay  that  tongue  cleave  lo  tl;e  roof  oi' 
the  mouth  that  dares  to  utter  such  a  treacherous 
sentence,  atul  may  that  arm  l)e  paralyzed  that 
shall  be  raised  to  earr^v  the  unrighteous  threat  into 
execution." 

In   concluding,  a  few    words  were  addressed    by 

*  TV.e  cclcbra;'.."!  onit  picturt-quf  John  Rrindolph, 
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the  speaker  "to  the  survivinti-  patriots  ol'  the  Revo- 
lution who  this  (lay  hoiK.ir  us  with  their  presenee": 

"Ve  war-worn  reninaait  of  that  patriiitic  Ijand 
who  were  the  stay  and  dei'ense  of  \-our  coantr_v  in 
the  hour  of  dani^j'cr,  what  cause  have  we  not  to 
venerate  t.liO?e  silver  locks,  bleached  In  the  service 
of  yonr  coiuitry,  those  \\ar-worn  features  the  cori- 
sequetice  f)f  many  a  prdnful  canii)aign,  and  those 
scars  received  in  defense  of  American  liberty?'  They 
are  th.e  endilems  of  merit  and  the  true  brul;-;es  of 
honor,  serving  as  marks  of  distinctionby  which  we 
are  enabled  to  point  you  out  from  among  vour  less 
fortunate  citizens.  They  are  far  more  horiorable 
than  those  toys  of  knighthood  so  eagerlv  sought 
after   by    the    sycophants    of  monarchical  power. 

"Long  will  your  country  respect  that  valor 
which  shiei<!ed  her  liberty  fron:  the  attacks  of  an 
infuriated  l\'C.  '\lv.v  you;  country  siiil  rev/ard,  vou 
for  those  services  performed  a  half  centurv  ago. 
Although  the  liberal  intcritiuns  c)f  our  chief  magis- 
trate have  been  frustrated  toward  you  h>r  the 
present  by  the  iliiberality  of  a  faction,  yet  I  trust 
that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  vehen  vou  will  ac- 
knowledge that  republics  are  not  alwavs  imgrate- 
ful.  May  the  evening  of  your  days  be  as  happy 
and  Serene  as  its  meridian  was  glorious  and  hon- 
orable. Although  time  has  greatly  thinned  your 
ranks  and  each  succcetling  year  makes  vour  num- 
ber less.  3-our  fame  will  be  as  durable  as  the  ever- 
lasting h.iils  of  j'our  own  ilear  countrv," 


XIII. 

VILLAGE    LIFE    SEVENTY 
YEARS     AGO. 

1830-1833. 

A  NicwspAPKK  as  already  sliuwii,  was  lirst  es- 
tablished here  about  sixty  years  ago."  For  a 
period  earlier  than  that,  no  better  li;^ht  could  be 
shed  on  social  and  business  life  than  is  found  in  ati 
old  journrd  kept  l'i_v  Henry  C.  Noble  from  Xoveni- 
ber  ISoO  to  January  lSo3,  now  in  the  possession 
of  Mr.  Xol.)!c's  nephew,  I>r.  Fi'ederick  S.  Howard. 
of  New  \'orh.  When  he  b'j<^-an  this  journal,  Henry 
Noble  was  t\\-eiity-(,'!;c  yeai>  oM,  >e''viiii;  a--  a  ih-ik 
in  tlie  store  of  his  ialher  and  Isaac  Hayes.  In 
conij^any  witli  Frederick  T.  Hayes,  his  cousin,  he' 
afterwards  bcu-nn  Imsiness  tor  himself  in  the  ohl 
Noble  and  Hayes  store,  but  died  of  fever  in  Mav 
1S33. 

That  he  was  a.  youu'^"  man  of  n.tuch  jnoniise  this 
journal  alone  woiild  show.  .\ny  one  mav  see  that 
who  reads  th.e  subjoined  pp.ssages.  While  writing; 
the  journal  its  |»ages  seem  to  have  been  accessible 
to  his  comijanious  including  his  brother  George  H., 

'  William  I^.Trby,  whoc.ime  from  Liberty,  Sullivan  Co.,  in  about  the  year 
j"22,  h.iil  endcivoreti  to  e^t.^lll^^ll  a  (i-jpcr  in  I'najrlla  with  an  oi:"i'e  m  t-.i 
builJin^  \«.h;re  Vi.  f{  ;iuiir_;ton  hid  had  hi,  btore:  hut  it  lived  .n'.y  a  >h  irt 
ti:iie.  * 
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and  Rufus  G.  Mead,  who  occasionally  made  en- 
tries some  of  which  vrcre  prompted  b\'  i-efi"esliing 
boyishness.  Here  and  tliere  were  signs  of  good 
literary  ability,  especially  on  the  part  of  his 
brother.  The  following  items  are  taken  from  the 
last  six  months  of  1S30; 

"Dec.  5.  Page  and  Benton  partv  mustered  all 
hands  today  and  sent  them  all  over  town  to  get 
signers  to  have  Isaac  Hayes  (  the  now  postmaster) 
put  out  of  otlice  and  C.  IX  fellows  appointed  in  his 
stead.  Do  not  fear  fur  the  result  of  their  laliors 
much;  think  they  mean  to  effect  nioic  at  town 
meeting  than  at  Washington. 

"Dec.  S.  Kmplo3'ed  considerable  part  of  the  dav 
in  arranging  post  office  ccincerns.  Wc  have  a  stage 
from  Catskill  every  night  and  one  from  Ithaca 
every  morning;  one  iro::i  .Alfiany  and  one  from 
Cooperslown  weekl^-.  The  jiost  offcc  spirit  is 
abroa.d.  Everything  tliat  has  a  sovnid  echoes  post 
office. 

"Dec.  20.  Cotillion  jtarty  at  night ;  had  .\rnold 
extra  music;  a  veiy  pka^ant  time.  Ivat  a  bowl  of 
o\-sters  and  come  home. 

"Dec.  23.  .Marmed  aI*out  two  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing by  the  cry  of  fire.  .\s  I->ed  sallied  out  the  first 
thing  to  attract  our  attention  was  a  bright  blaze 
flasliing  at  intervals  towards  the  heavens.  We 
h.asten  to  the  scene  of  con.'lagration  which  was 
Mr.  J.  Bragg's  sawmill  and  his  stone  gristmill. 
Not  aiiy  thing  could  l.e  done  to  save  them  as  they 
D.VJ 
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Vd'ere  so  (av  gone  before  discovered.  All  the  village 
folks  assembled  to  see  the  destruction  that  was 
going  on.  Mnch  sympathy  was  shoviii  as  Air. 
Bragg  iii  one  of  the  most  unfortunate  men  that 
ever  lived  in  tlie  tide  of  time.  About  four  years 
ago  his  house  was  burned.  1  do  not  think  $S,000 
would  make  good  his  loss  that  he  has  suffered  for 
four  3-ears  jiast. 

"Came  home  from  the  lire;  went  to  bed  ;  got  up 
at  daylight  and  in  the  course  of  the  day  all  of  us 
tixed  for  the  wedding.  Christmas  eve  and  Mary 
Hayes  is  to  be  married  to  Nathaniel  Piersol,  in  the 
church  before  such  an  audience  as  always  attend 
on  Christmas  eve.  Miss  E.  B.  Page,  H.  .\.  Noble 
and  A.  Edson  were  bridesmaids,  and  Hen,  Fred 
and  George  groomsmen.  All  of  us  started  from 
Isaac  Hayes's  house  to  the  church.  We  soon  found 
•oiirselvcs  Ix-fore  the  altar  and  the  l.oly  ruau.  The 
ceremony  soon  performed  and  all  took  a  scat  itithe 
right  hand  corner  of  St.  Matthew's  exposed  to  the 
wonderment  of  a  thousand  eyes.  Came  hon;e  and 
had  a  merry  time. 

"Dec.  "7.  It  is  supposed  Mr.  liragg's  mills  were 
set  on  tire — by  whom  none  knows. 

"Dec.  28.  Mr.  Bragg  is  getting  out  timber  to 
repair  his  sawmill  immediately.  They  have  got  a 
subscription  to  help  him;  which  has  been  signed 
very  lilx^ralh-." 

During  the  first  six  months  of  1S31,  the  lecord 
embraces  prtrtics,  a  music  school,  a  stirring  town 
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meeting,  the  finding  of  a   boy  lost   in   the   woods 
and  the  raising  of  Joel  Hragg's  new  sawmill ; 

"Jan.  3,  1831.  Alnch  is  said  about  clearing  the 
dams  out  of  the  Susquehanna.  They  are  to  have 
a  great  meeting  down  the  river. 

"Jan.  15.  All  \\ent  to  cotillion  party  in  tlie 
evening;  last  one  we  are  to  have;  eight  or  ten 
couples  from  Franklin,  some  from  Hvmtsville  and 
Bainbridge;  had  a  very  fine  company  of  ladies, 
say  tv/enty-five,  and  aljout  thirty  gentlemen;  had 
Pyro  to  play,  a  blind  boy  and  Arnold;  danced 
imtil  about  tw(j  ci'clock. 

"Jan.  28.  .AH  went  down  to  Williams's  to  music 
school,  the  last  they  have;  had  some  very  tine 
music  and  all  the  young  folks  from  tlie  village 
there;  girls  and  hoys  and  some  old  -women;  v.-ent 
from  there  to  l>r.  Walker's  imd  sjient  th.e  rest  of  the 
evening  \cry   pica  set  n  llx- ;    gi.it  home  ;u  twelve. 

"Feb.  1.  }3enton's  store  dovv'n  town,  folks  say, 
is  the  centre  of  business.  Let  th.em  think,  for  after 
a  close  exc'iinination  we  Hnd  we  have  as  many  me- 
chanics at  the  upper  side  of  the  sehoolhouse  as 
below  and  more  merchants,  more  lawyers,  doctors, 
etc.,  and  much  more  taxable  property,  and  take  a 
great  many  more  newspapers  by  one-third. 

"  Feb.  4.  We  did  but  little  business  in  the  store 
except  we  sold  a  bill  of  drygoods  to  T.  Allen  to 
amount  of  $2'50. 

"  Feb.  19.  Dragg  raised  his  sawmill  tins  after- 
noon. 
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"Feb.  27.  Caucus  nieetiiiir  at  Williams's;  all 
met  and  iip-slrcet  and  down-slroL-t  could  not  ai^ree 
upon  the  mode  of  making  nouiitiation-^.  Therefore, 
they  quit  and  came  up  to  BraL;g's  and  uomina-ved 
Cuilis  Noble  ?upervi?oi-and  David  Walker  for  town 
clerk.  Down-street  folks  held  up  John  Eells  for 
supervisor,  II.  Griswold  towri  clerk,  etc.,  and  auti- 
Mason.s  held  a  meeting  at  Maxwell's  and  nomi- 
nated David  Hough  for  supervisor  and  D.  Walker 

for  town   clerk.     S kept   open   doors   all   day; 

kept  a  bottle  of  wliiskey  in  rcadiiness  and  free  for 
all  who  wished  to  drink,  biit,  liv  t1;e  bye.  must 
vote  a?  he  wants  to  have  them. 

''.March  2.  Town  meeting  day  and  three  par- 
ties. S store  turnetl  into  a  grog  shop  and  all  the 

poorest  shacks  in  town  voted  liis  ticket  and  got 
drunk  c)n  his  vrhiskey.  Kells  '.^(.)i  130  votes,  C 
Noble  lOS.  H^ngh  sO,  a  close  run;  took  a  vote  to 
move  the  town  meeting  up  to  Dragg's  ami  tied; 
tied  again  to  move  to  P-etts's,  and  lo^st  l)y  fifteen 
votes;    tlierefore  it  must  he  at   J.  Wil!iam.-'s  agaiu. 

"  March  27.  Si.')meof  the  Cli[>Icnockev*  Dutchuien 
ran  ag;iinsL  the  free  bridge. 

"May  1^^.  S.  Pooler  hful  a  buy  of  twelve  venrs 
old  lost  in  the  woods  near  Judson's  mill!  on  Thurs- 
day, and  all  the  people  for  h\  e  or  ten  miles  about 
turned  out  to  look  forhim,  say  aliout  500  men  each 
day,  initil  Suiulay  fdl  went  out  and  the  nund)er 
was  estimatctl  at  more  than   l,00i).     They  formed 

*  An  early  coI!&|Uial  term  f  jr  Oneonti. 
t  Now  the  n:iil!s  at  ["  j^t  ."^iiincy. 
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companies  and  each  company  formed  a  line  and 
scoured  the  woods  until  al)oiit  two  o'clock  P.  M., 
when  they  found  him.  Then  Ihcy  all  rushed  to 
Fooler's  house  (and  it  was  a  s])lcndid  sight),  to 
hear  th.e  horns,  i^uns  and  the  hallooing  and  the 
multitude  altogether  jiroduced  a  scene  seldom 
witnessed  anywliere.  A  jo^vous  smile  seemed  to 
light  up  every  countenance.  The  boy  \vas  out 
three  nights  and  four  days.  He  was  able  to  run 
about  and  to  all  appCciranecs  would  have  lived  a 
month  longer." 

A  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  Juh-,  a  mad  dog 
scare,  the  Catskill  aTul  Erie  railroad,*  Dr.  Walker's 
new  store,  Thaid:sgiving  Day,  and  the  marriage  of 
the  Rev.  Norman  H.  Adams  are  topics  touched 
upon  in  the  ensuing  si?v  months; 

"July  -1.  Calkd  very  t-Hrly  in  tht  morning;  Ijovs 
firing  an  old  gun;  Iw-ard  the  thirteen  guns  fired 
down  at  Williams's  from  a  three-pounder;  worked 
very  hard  in  the  store  until  ten  o'clock;  then  went 
down  to  Williariis's  orchard  and  heard  a  vervgood 
oration-  from  Samuel  Gordon.  Hscpiire;  marched 
over  to  the  tavern  and  s:it  down  to  a  good  dinner; 
paid  foiii"  shillings  for  it ;  gave  one  shilling  to  sit  at 
the  wine  table.  Commodore  M.  T.  Woolsev  i)re- 
sided  ;  Captain  Thatclicr  cfimmandcd  the  gun  and 
thirteen    regular   toasts  were  drunk,  accompanied 

*One  of  srveral  railroad  proicct?.  st.-»rtcd  ai  that  period  to  rescue  the 
upper  ."^utqiichanna  from  the  injury  tionc  it  by  ihe  Erie  Caii.il.  None  ever 
got  beyond  the  charter  Hage, 
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by  the  hurralis  of  the  people  and  the  thunders   of 
the  cannon.    . 

"Came  home  about  four  o'clock,  opened  the  store 
and  stayed  here  until  about  eight,  o'clock,  and  then 
started  for  Bragg's  where  the  Bachelors  of  Uua- 
dilla  had  assembled  and  all  the  girls  in  the  village 
and  some  from  Iluntsville  and  Walton,  etc.,  and 
together  \Yith  the  ofHcers  of  the  dn^'  occupied  the 
^Yhole  house;  the  company  a  large  one  and  very 
select.  About  eleven  o'clock  the  doors  to  the  din- 
ner table  were  thrown  open  and  all  turned  in  and 
everA'one  helped  him  or  hcr.-elf  to  \vhatever  they 
wished.  The  rooms  were  handsomely  decorated 
and  the  tables  were  furnished  with  all  the  luxuries 
the  land  produced — berries,  cakes,  wine,  etc.  Each 
and  all  ate  what  tlKw  wanted,  then  went  down  be- 
low and  promenaded  from  room  to  room  uritil 
they  were  satisfied,  all  follov.'irig  the  dicLaLc-.  of 
their  own  feelitigs.  Xt  a  seasonable  hoin'  retired 
each  to  his  respective  homes  in  the  best  spirits 
possible.  Thus  we  celebrated  the  Fourth  of  July, 
and  it  was  said  by  all  to  be  the  happiest  day  I'na- 
dilla  had  to  boast  of. 

"July  ir>.  Some  drovicrs  here  to  buy  cattle. 
George  added  up  accounts  of  sales  to-day  and 
found  the  month  of  June  $1,900.  Store  full  of 
hired  hands  to  get  their  pay  for  harvesting. 

"Juh'  24-.     In  the  evening  all  the  girls  and   boys 
went  to  take  a  walk,  say  a  company  of  seventeen 
assorted;    went    up   to    the   brid',;e   and    down    to 
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Williams's  corner  and  home.  We  have  now  in  oiu' 
village  E.  A.  OgLkn,  R.  H.  Martin,  C.  C.  Noble, 
three  young  men,  two  of  ^^  lunn,  Xobleiuul  Martin, 
liave  jnst  Ijcen  admitted  to  Llie  bar  and  Ogden  is  a 
graduate  of  West  Point. 

"July  30.  Charles*  started  with  Piersol  for 
Owego  to  k)ok  at  the  place  and  see  about  going 
there  to  settle  down.  (.Tcorge  and  all  the  commis- 
sioned ofiicers  gone  over  to  Piutternuts  to  oiheers' 
election;  returned  at  night ;  made  A.  1).  Williams 
licuten.ant-eolonel. 

"Aug.  80.  Great  cry  about  mad  dogs.  Every 
person  that  ventures  out  in  the  evening  now  car- 
ries a  large  cane  to  kill  mad  dogs  with. 

"Sept.  1.  Pooler  and  I  went  on  the  island  and 
hxed  the  race  course,  three-fourLhs  of  a  mile  long. 

(^ct.  13.  Jdoise-racirig  peo]ile  collecting  from  all 
parts  of  th.e  country  to  see  the  sport;  lace  course 
on  the  island.  .-Y'oout  four  o'clock  ilic  h.orses  trot- 
ted, and  r-*ooler's  riiarc  by  beating  the  two  hrst 
heats  took  the  moricy  wilhotit  running  the  third. 
At  night,  Fred  and  myself  took  the  stage  for  Cats- 
kill;  fr(.»m  there  we  went  to  .Vlbany  and  looked 
about  th.e  city;  went  up  to  the  railroad  to  see  the 
cars  (steam)  come  in  from  Schenectady  and  }zo 
out.t     Started  for  Xew  York  cjn  Sunday  morning. 

'Charles  C.  Koble,  afterwards  County  Jndsc.  I;  was  in  OACgo  that  he 
tntt  Mi-^s  Abigail  Camp  who  became  his  wife  and  long  survived  hini  in 
Unadilla. 

r  The  Mohawk  and  Hudson  railroad  h'jxc  referred  to  was  the  first  steam 
railro.'^d  built  on  this  continent  for  jjjblic  r.^es, — th.it  is,  for  a  highway. 
It  was  i'fnun  in  Augiikt,  18  ;o,  and  by  ("iciober,  1331,  when  these  ycint: 
men  saw  it,w.i<  carrying  587   p.is'^engers  a  day. 
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Nothing  new  or  old  that  is  worth  recording  hap- 
pened until  Saturday  morning  when  we  started 
for  Connecticut  in  the  steandjoat.  New  ]Milford  is 
a  dull  old  town  and  a  very  rich  one.  Some  line 
girls  and  many  old  I'olks. 

"Oct.  28.  Xorman  H.  Adams  came  home  with 
his  wife;  had  been  out  to  Rcnsselaerville  and  got 
married. 

"Oct.  30.  Have  been  lo  church  all  day.  Adams 
preached  and  liis  wife  was  at  church  exposed  to  the 
gaze  of  a  large  congregation  tliat  wished  to  sat- 
isfy their  curiosity  to  see  the  priest's  wife. 

"Xov.  16.  Dr.  Walker  has  opened  a  store  one 
door  \vest  o!  the  church.  Warsaw  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  Russians,  but  the  P'oles  still  tight  like  he- 
roes. England  is  agitating  her  Reform  Bill  and 
France,  imhapp\-  Fran.cc,  is  losing  what  she  gained 
iri  the  cver-nieniorak/le  days  of  July,  1S30. 

"Xov.  30.  I'ecjiile  talk  abiiui  a  railroad  coming 
down  the  river  from  about  ten  miles  Ijclow  Coop- 
erstown  and  from  there  to  Catskill.  When  such  a 
project  shall  be  carried  into  effect,  then  I  tliink  <jur 
part  of  the  country  will  Hourish  again,  for  it  is  the 
only  thing  that  will  shake  off  the  curse  that  was 
put  upon  us  Ijy  the  cofistructioii  of  the  Kric  CaTial. 

"Dee.  4.  Talk  about  having  a  dance  to-moiTOw 
night  at  Wilh'ams's,  but  can  get  but  few  ladies  to 
agree  to  go.  Many  of  them  have  a  kind  of  religious 
vscrtiple  about  the  matter:  think  it  is  wicked,  but 
dare  not  say  so  for  fear  of  being  thought  foolish. 
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"Dec.  S.  This  day  is  Thanksgiving,  but  people 
hardly  know  it;  they  read  so  little  of  newspapers 
and  think  so  little  of  tlie  day.  Nothing  is  done  to 
distinguish  it  from  any  other  day.  In  earlier  times 
it  used  to  be  set  apart  for  eating  pumpkin  pies, 
pudding  and  molasses.  Shoeking  degeneracy.  The 
usages  of  olden  times  have  given  place  to  cran- 
berry tarts,  mince  and  apple  pastry. 

"Dec.  9.  We  held  a  meeting  a  few  days  since 
to  appoint  delegates  to  Owego,  the  object  of 
which  is  to  take  into  consideration  the  contem- 
plated railroad  from  Catskill  to  Lake  Ivrie,  jind  at 
the  same  meeting  agreed  to  apply  for  a  charter  for 
a  toll  bridge  where  the  free   bridge  now  is. 

"The  cold  water  folks  are  as  active  now  as  any 
we  have.  They  are  making  great  elTorts  to  reform 
the  whole  community  and  say  the  time  is  not  far 
distant  when  drinking  ai-Jcit.  spirits  will  be  com- 
pletely done  ciwfiy  with. 

"Came  home,  got  horse  and  went  down  to  Fos- 
ter's with  Mead  and  Colwell;  got  supper  for  our- 
selves and  a  bit  of  liot  toddy,  and  came  home 
about  twelve  o'clock." 

Below  is  an  iaterestii!g  collection  of  enti-ies  rang- 
ing from  a  remarkalile  frcsliet  and  rafting  time  to 
the  raising  of  Mr.  .\tlams's  new  house;  from  the 
marriage  of  men  who  were  afterv/ards  well  known 
citizens  to  the  cholera  in  Nev,'  York,  and  from  ovs- 
tcr  suppers  at  Foster's  tavern  to  the  departure  of 


A     FRESHET     l\     1832. 

Samuel  North  for  New  York  ^Yhere  he  had  obtained 
employment  in  Pearl  Street : 

"1832.  Jan.  IG.  News,  news,  news,  news  !  This 
da\'  William  J.  Thompson,  a  bachelor,  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Eliza  Belts  in  the  morning  and  a  good 
many  of  us  village  folks  went  up  to  bear  witness. 

"Jan.  19.  Benton's  free  bridge  went  off  with 
the  ice  last  night.  The  ice  went  out  of  the  river 
here  to-day.  It  came  down  from  above  and  dam- 
med up  before  the  store  so  much  that  it  stopped 
and  turned  the  \\'oter  onto  the  island,  which  in  a 
few  minutes  was  almost  all  tlooded,  but  after  a 
few  hours  the  water  forced  a  way  through.  It  was 
a  splendid  sight  to  see  the  rolling  and  tumbling, 
cracking  and  breaking  up  of  the  ice  (say  sixteen 
inches  thick)  and  to  sec  the  anxiety'  of  the  multi- 
tude, that  hncd  the  bank  gazing  with  a  pleasure 
aj>proach,"ng  terror  Lo  sec  ttie  opci'atiou  of  such 
tremendous  powers.  It  left  the  island  co\ered 
with  large  cakes. 

"Jan.  22.  Cone  has  been  down  to  the  I'nadilla 
river  and  says  the  bridge  has  gone;  also  the  Sid- 
ney bridge  h:is  turned  upabout  a  foot  and  must  go 
off  with  the  ice;  but  few  bridges  stand  the  ice 
freshet  this  winter.  It  is  the  liardest  we  have  had 
this  twelve  years,  so  sa\'  all. 

"March  13.  The  island  is  almost  rdl  Hooded. 
George  and  myself  went  onto  it  in  the  boat  and 
sailed  all  over  from  head  to  foot.  Crooker's  part 
is  almost  wholly  flooded.     Up  at  Boalt's  the  road 
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is  drowned  out,  so  much  so  that  no  one  can  pass, 
and  the  Sidney  bridge  went  off  last  Sunday.  Al- 
most all  our  communieritions  with  the  otlicr  vil- 
lages are  cut  off. 

"Mareli  17.  The  vestiy  have  voted  Mr.  Adams 
one  hundred  dollars  and  have  raised  one  hundred 
more  by  sidj.«eription  to  assist  him  in  building  a 
house  on  the  Martin  farm  which  he  has  bought  for 
$1,500.     God  prosper  him. 

"Asa  bachelor  and  a  member  of  the  club,  I  feel 
it  a  duty  to  note  partieularh'  all  the  marriages 
that  take  jdace,  whereby'  our  society  is  affected. 
Therefore,  the  case  of  Levi  P>enne'Lt  Woodruff  must 
be  commented  upon.  The  bachelors  have  given 
him  a  discharge.  Woodruff,  in  short,  is  a  tmc  fel- 
low of  rnieommon  attainmeiits,  rather  interesting 
than  otherwise,  in  his  manners  good-natured  antl 
good-looking.  His  wife  iSilva  I'ldridge)  1  do  not 
know  niucli  rtljoul,  altiiough  1  huve  long  been  ac- 
quainted with  her;  but  think  she  is  of  good  dispo- 
sition and  possessed  of  generous  ieelings. 

". April  5.  Heard  from  (jcorge  today  by  some 
raftsmen  that  have  been  flown  to  Philadelphia 
and  sold  their  lumber  and  returned.  The  best 
])rought  S22.     Mr.  Wright  was  buried  today. 

''April  15.  All  the  young  ladies  in  this  end  of  the 
street  are  getting  to  lie  religious.  Tliree  or  four 
of  them  '  (')l)taining  a  hojje'  as  it  is  called  (wdiere 
one  is  convinced  of  her  ilutv  towards  God  and 
the  light  of  the  everlasting  gospel  works  uponlier). 
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"MayG.  Wednesday  Samuel  North  left  Watson 
and  Williams  and  has  gone  to  New  York.  Sanmel 
was  a  good  iV-llo\v  and  well  liked  and  one  and  all 
expressed  a  regret  to  lose  him. 

"May  30.  Samuel  North  was  over  tVop.i  Walton 
and  returned  on  Tuesday.  He  has  been  since  he 
"vvas  here  to  New  York  and  obtained  a  situation  in 
I'earl  Street  with  O.  O.  Halsted  and  Comjiany — 
very  good  place  indeed. 

''June  5.  Watson  is  building  a  new  house,  al- 
most opposite  his  store;  also  Adams  is  pulling 
do\vn  the  old  Martin  liousc  and  is  to  build  a  new- 
one  this  summer. 

"June  17.  Concert  on  Thursda}'  evening  last  at 
W.  PI.  Scott's*  where  he  had  assembled  all  the 
finest  girls  in  the  neighlioring  to\vns  as  well 
as  of  this,  lb-  h'ul  three  pianos  and  the  3'oung 
ladies  played  in  succession  from  the  v)ungest 
to  the  oldest.  The  room  was  crowded  with  tlie 
most  respectable  aiulience  I  ever  beheld  in  this 
])lace  upon  any  occasion  of  the  kind. 

"June  21.  The  Indians  in  the  Northwest  Tci'ri- 
tory  have  declared  war  against  the  United  States. 
My  okl  friend  E..\.Ogden  is  with  the  United  States 
troojis  in  tlie  enemy's  coimtry." 

The  building  of  the  brick  store,  protracted  meet- 
ings at  I-^squire  F.ells's  and  a  visit  Irom  P.ishoj)  (')n- 
derdonk  are  chronicled  during  the  next  halt   year: 

"July  10.     Went    in  the  aftcrnorjn  to   help  raise 

*  Mr.  Scoti  wa--  now  Kf;e;>iag  Hr.Tt;.;'';  Hotel. 
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the  Adams  house.  Samuel  North  returned  home. 
He  left  the  city  on  aceount  of  the  cholera  which 
rages  hard  in  New  York;    100  to  lv50  cases  a  day. 

"Who  talks  about  anything  else  but  the  cholera: 
it  is  prayed  and  preached  and  sung  and  laughed 
about.  The  city  of  New  York  vomits  out  its  in- 
habitants by  thousands  dail^v  as  if  it  had  itself 
got  the  cholera  and  was  throwing  the  disturbed 
contents  of  its  procUgious  stomach  over  the  \vhole 
country.  1  he  steamboats  puff  and  the  coaches 
groan  vuider  their  heavy  hiads.  When  the  stage 
driver  winds  his  melodiou.-  horn  as  he  comes  round 
the  hill  all  the  good  old  ladies  and  some  of  the 
men  run  to  the  door  to  see  if  the  cholera  is  coming.  *' 

"Juh"  22.  liishop  Ouderdonk  here  and  preached 
two  sermons,  and  in  the  forenoon  confirmed  about 
thirty-five  of  the  young  people,  principally  young 
ladies.  liishop  Onderdouk  is  good  siz-^l  rnid  well 
proportioned  (two  hundred  a.nd  ihirt_v  pounds) 
for  a  man  ;  perlorms  his  duty  in  a  very  imj)ressive 
and  solemn  manner,  and  suyiposing  none  equal  to 
Bishop  Hobart  we  were  happily  disappointed. 

"July  28.    Cholera  meeting  at  Williams's  tonight. 

"August  2(">.  Cholcrji  still  continues  to  riige  in 
New  York,  Albany,  Rochester  and  Syracuse.  Dr. 
Colwell  gone  to  New  York,  sent  by  the  inhabitants 
of  this  village. 

1833.  "Jan.  G.  On  the  evening  of  January  1st, 
the  good  pc(jple  of  the  village  had  what  is  called  a 

*  This  parn^jraph  is  in  ths  hjndwntiii  j  of  George  H.  N'oble. 
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donation  party  at  the  Rev.  Air.  Adams's,  at  which 
was  a  very  lar.ij^c  and  respectable  company  assem- 
bled, and  together  with  the  fmc  supper  and  vo-i_\' 
good  address  In'  Mr.  Adaais  made  ihe  evei'ing 
very  pleasant.  Donation  iunounted  to  about  sixty 
dollars  and  the  effect  prorhiced  was  very  good." 

I'nder  later  dates  are  many  entries  in  the  jour- 
nal in  another  hand,  the  hand  of  Henry  XobL-'s 
friend  Frederick  T.  Hayes,  who  seems  to  have  been 
his  most  intimate  and  constant  friend.  Some  of 
these  passages  were  written  years  afterwards  in 
Xew  York  city;  others  here  in  I'nadilla.  Follow- 
ing fire  a  tew  of  them  : 

"Henry  C.  XoI)le  died  in  Unadilla  the  15th  of 
May,lS33,at  iwenty  miTinies  before  seven  o'clock. 

"184-?>.  .\ugust  0.  Looking  over  this  old  journal 
and  much  di^posct!  to  feci  mclrmeholy.  Had  he 
lived,  today  v.-n,d;!  h.a\-e  b;ea  h.is  lj;rth.da_v.  1  even 
now  feel  the  p;!ng  of  tlie  separation.  I'inie  has 
been  multi])Hed  but  has  not  lessened  my  friendship. 
I  can  even  novv-  sh.ed  a  tear.     I  can  sav  no  more. 

"George  [{.  Noble  died  in  Unadilla 2Gth  Jtdy,  1  84  7. 

"1853.  August  30.  Henry  A.  Ogden  died  this 
day  at  G  A.  M. 

"18G8.  Tuesday,  May  I'J.  Obituary  of  Dr.  John 
Colwcll  in  the  Fnadilla  Times.  He  died  on  the 
morning  of  the  13th  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Joseph 
Sweet,  full  of  Iionors  and  full  of  vcars.  Thus  are 
those  whose  n;unes  are  written  in  tliis  book  pas- 
sing away  tVom  otf  the  earth. 
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"1870.  January  6.  While  over  to  Hudson  City 
yesterday,  Carrlngton  I.  Ihiyes  told  nic  Mr.  Joel 
Bragg  of  T'nadilia  died  last  IMonday." 

Mr.  Ilajv'es  survived  uatil  Ihy-^,  when  he  died  iu 
Montelair,  New  Jersey,  and  as  already  stated,  his 
body  was  brought  to  Unndilla  for  burial.  Oppo- 
site the  house  iu  whieh  he  was  born,  has  since  been 
erected  iis  a  memorial  n  large  and  beautiful  seat 
cut  from  granite.  Standing  there  in  a  small  park- 
like enclosure,  overlooking  the  Susquehanna,  it 
may  well  testify  to  the  fondness  Mr.  Hayes  always 
had  for  the  vilkiL^e  on  whose  soil  he  was  born,  and 
in  whose  soil  he  sleeps. 

And  so  have  jjassetl  a\va_\  these  pioneers — thev 
and  many  of  their  descendants.  A  kind  of  deso- 
lation has  indeed  overspread  this  beautiful  land, 
in  the  midst  of  whieli,  even  in  l>road  noonday,  one 
seems  to  hcrir  "  tlie  fuui/Lcps  of  livgoue  genera- 
tions passing  up  the  \'illage  street." 
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LIFE      AND      OF      PAT^AMA 
AND     CALIFORNIA. 

1840"! 85  0. 


PREFACE. 

These  rcniii"ii.>(.x]U'cs  were  wiitLcu  by  Dr.  Halsc>' 
for  "The  Unadiila  Times"  and  were  printed  in  the 
columns  of  tliat  newspaper  in  thie  spring  and  sum- 
mer of  1S90.  In  tlie  tohowing  winter  they  under- 
Avent  revision,  with  a  view  to  their  appearance  in 
pamphlet  form  for  disiribiition  among  his  old 
friends.  He  had  long  been  in  failing  health  and  on 
February  17,  1S91,  he  passed  awa^-  at  his  home  in 
I'nadilla.  The  last  mental  exertion  in  which  lie 
ever  engaged  occurred  two  days  bet'ore  his  death 
and  was  connected  with  these  papers. 

Beginning  in  tiie  sj:iring  of  the  same  year  the 
present  writer  undertook  to  prejiarc  a  series  of 
footnotes  to  tlic>e  ]iapers.  v."ith  an  intrrjduciion 
giving  a  brief  outline  of  the  early  history  of  tliis 
part  of  the  upper  Sustiuehanua  Val!e\'.  As  the 
subiect  \vas  investigated,  it  bec:nnc  evident  that 
for  such  an  introduction  a  great  mass  of  material, 
largely  un])ublished,  could  be  had  in  libraries  and 
state  archives, — in.  Xew  York  City  and  .\l!iany,  and 
intheHarvard  University  library  and  the  Wisconsin 
State  Library  at  Ahidison.  Th.e  work  of  years, 
rather  than  of  weeks  was  seen  to  be  necessar\-  to 
j.repare  a  record  that  coidd  aspire  to  be  at  all 
worth\-  of  the  historic  interest  of  the  subject. 

Researches  from  year  to  A'car  finally  resulted  in  the 
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preparation  not  of  a  mere  introcluclion  to  the 
reminiscences,  but  a  lonniclabie  niariuscript  of 
many  biimlred  paL:es  unci  more  than  150,000 
words,  embracing  not  only  tlie  history  of  Unadilla 
village,  but  the  entire  upper  Suscjuehanria  valley 
from  Otseiio  Lake  to  Old  Oghwaga,  cind  many  neigh- 
boring localities.  This  manuscript  that  has  since 
been  divided  into  two  parts,  one  of  local  interest, 
the  other  of  general. — "The  Pioneers  of  Unadilla 
Village",  now  submitted  to  the  public,  and  "Tlie  Old 
New  York  Frontier."  The  real  germ  of  the  two 
volumes,  therefore,  lies  in  these  reminiscences.  In- 
deed, except  for  my  father's  work,  those  volumes 
never  would  have  been  undertaken. 

F.  W.  H. 
14G  W.  I  icjih  St.,  Nkvv  York. 
Dec.  10,  rgoi. 
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I. 

KOETRTGHT  AKD  UWADILLA. 
1819--1840. 


tTl- 


RL:.vj)ii}<s  of  our  village  paper  may  lliul  some 
tcrcst  in  the  personal  reminiseeTices  of  one  who 
came  to  rn.'ulilla  just  hah' n  century  ai^o  in  Aiiril  ot 
this  vejir,  ]S90.  Such  a  record  ina_v  projierly  in- 
clude a  brief  reference  to  my  childhood  and  early 
youth,  which  were  spent  elsewhere,  the  object  be- 
ing to  contrrist  old  cireumstfinces  with  the  advan- 
tages now  accessible  for  trnining  and  educating 
the  young  tliat  they  may  the  rnorc  I'cndily  and 
completely  iulull  the  pur])|>^cs  of  tlie  (rreat  Fatlicr 
of  us  all. 

It  niusi  l)c  evident  to  inieHigenl  minds  thot  th.ere 
is  a  Great  I'irst  Cause  horn  which  emanate  all  the 
phenomenal  of  orgcinized  life;  and  equallv  evidenj 
that  the  governing  nioi.i\'e  of  that  intelligence  is 
something  higher  ami  more  elevating  than  the  en- 
slaving of  masses  of  men  in  order  that  a  tew  nuu" 
accunudate  wealth  and  power.  Conditions  are  in- 
deed improving,  though  not  as  rapidly  as  we  might 
wish  to  see  them.  The  facilities  of  the  i)resent  day 
for  enlightening  all  clcl^ses  through  higher  educa- 
tion are  si)  ample,  varied  and  often  so  free,  as  com- 
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pared  with  fjft\-  years  ago,  that  none  need  now  be 
launched  i!i)on  the  uncertain  sea  of  life  without  be- 
ing better  able  to  'anderstancl  and  fidlill  the  pur- 
poses of  tlieir  existence. 

I  was  rTsherci'l  inco  the  world,  ciceordiug  to  the 
record,  on  the  fourth  of  May,  1810,  twenty  days 
before  the  Queen  of  England,*  among  the  bleak 
and  stony  hills  of  Kortright,  Delaware  County, 
New  York.t  My  father  was  born  at  Bridgehainp- 
t(ni.  which  lies  at  the  eastern  end  of  Long  Island, 
wliere  his  ancestors  had  lived  and  died  since  1640. 
Thomas  Halsey,  the  Rrst  settler  th.ere,  was  a  Hert- 
fordshire Englishman  who  had  lived  in  Naples, 
ItaU",  and  then  in  Lynn,  Massachusetts, — in  the 
latter  place  some  time  before  1037.  Eroni  Lynn 
in  IG-l-OJ  he  sailed  with  a  company  of  men  and  wo- 
men to  Long  I^land,  where  they  foundeil  Sourh- 
ampton,  the  oMcst  town,  I  l)elievc,  in  this  state 
settled  by  Englishmen. 

*  .\fter  this  was  written,  he  was  naturally  pleased  to  be  told 
that  l)esides  Queen  Victoria,  there  were  l)Orn  in  t>iat  year  sev- 
eral men  who  rose  t>  Cf^'^t  distinction  —John  Ruskin,  Janies 
Russell  Lowell,  Cyrus  Vv".  Field,  Ualt  Whitman  and  Charles 
Kin^sley. 

t  I^urence  Kortright,  after  \vho:ii  this  town  was  nain^d,  had 
oliiained  a  large  patent  in  that  region  late  in  the  eij^h.teenth 
century.  He  was  a  son  of  an  old  Xew  York  nierchant  and  was 
himself  a  merchant  in  .N'ew  York  for  m.my  years.  In  a  house 
which  stands  on  land  formerly  part  of  the  Kortright  Farm  in 
■  ?Iar!em,  New  York  city,  the  previous  chapters  in  this  volume 
and  all  thf>se  in    "The  Old  New  York  Frontier  '  were  written. 

*  Thomas's  line  in  F.7)j;Iand  ran  hack  from  his  father  Robert 
to  John  (1529).     The  family  were  of  the  Ciulden  Farsonaj^e  of 
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My  father,  after  whom  I  was  named,  was  also  a 
physician  and  had  emanated  from  the  office  of  the 
ekler  Dr.  White  of  Cherry  Valley*  ar,d  was  of  more 
than  average  proniiueiiee  alouij  the  Catskill  Turn- 
pike in  those  early  days.  Being  a  profound  lover 
of  his  profession,  he  was  very  devoted  to  its  prac- 
tice, i'  He  was  never  kn()^vn  to  refuse  a  call  from 
rich  or  poor,  day  or  night,  if  able  to  go.  Natur- 
ally sociable  and  fond- of  mirth  he  was  a  great 
story  teller,  ever  ready  to  give  or  receive  a  joke. 

I  will  give  an  instance  when  a  rather  exj)ensive 
one  was  perpetrated  upon  him,  but  he  took  it  as  it 
was  intended,  and  repaid  it  in  due  time  with  com- 
pound interest.  A  man  of  the  name  of  William 
Blakelv  kept  a  noted  hotel  about  three  miles  west 
of  our  home.     A  shooting  match  w.as  being  held 

Circit  (iaddcsilen  ^nearHcrnel  Henipstcar!)  in  Hertfordshire, 
ui.ere  Thunios  llalscy  v.a.s  born  aiiti  baptizcil.  To  iii.s  j^ieal 
grandfather  the  parsonage  had  been  ojranted  by  Ileiiiy  \T1I 
in  1545.  It  is  nou'  the  home  of  Thomas  ITederick  Halsey,  a 
member  of  the  British  Parliament.  The  Hertfordshire  family, 
it  i.i  conjectured,  can.e  originally  from  the  manor  of  Lancsley 
in  Ccinwall,  near  Penzance,  where  the  line  has  been  carried 
back  to  1 1 S9. 

*  Dr.  Joseph  White  was  a  native  of  Chatham,  Connecticut, 
had  served  in  the  Navy  during  the  Revolution  and  settled  in 
Cherry  Valley  in  17S7.  His  practice  was  so  extensive  that  he 
was  called  to  Alljany  and  even  to  liuffalo.  In  181 7  he  liecame 
president  of  the  Tairtield  Medical  College. 

t  He  went  to  Kortright  in  1817  from  Bainbridge  where  he 
had  married  Mary  Church,  a  daughter  of  Richard  P)illin|;s 
Church  and  granddaughter  of  Colonel  Timothy  Church,  the 
pioneer  who  came  from  N'ermont.  He  died  on  December 
iSth,  1S35. 
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there  one  winter  day.  M}-  father  had  great  pride 
in  his  abilities  with  the  ritle  and  \vas  present.  He 
and  Blakcly  eaeh  had  a  new  buaver  hat,  which 
kind  of  head  eovtring  \vas  all  the  st\de  in  tliose 
days,  eostiiig  eight  dollars,  then  a  lai'ge  sum  for  a 
liat.  IHakely  began  to  banter  my  father  about  his 
marksmanship,  and  finalh"  offei'ed  to  set  up  his 
beaver  forty  rods  ofi"  as  a  mark  at  sixpenee  a  shot, 
Elakely  to  pay  a  sh.illing  when  the  hat  was  struck, 
the  trial  to  liegiu  after  dinner.  Wliile  at  dinner 
Blakely  cxehangcd  hats  and  set  up  father's  as  the 
target  instead  of  his  own.  A  confederate  in  the 
joke  was  sent  to  rci)ort  mi  every  shot.  He  re- 
ported a  failure  until  the  h;U  had  been  struck  sev- 
eral times,  but  finally  brought  it  in,  wdien  my 
father  found  he  had  ruined  his  own  hat. 

'Jdie  old  Catskill  turnj)ike,  that  starts  at  oui'  up- 
\yjv  ^•i]]age  river  bridge,  and  runs  eastward  through 
to  Catskill  on  the  Huds.jn.  passes  the  door  of  my 
father's  house.  On  one  of  the  red  mile  stones  that 
stood  within  a  few  rods  of  the  house  v/as  cut  ''56 
miles  to  Catskill."  It  was  the  goal  for  many  a 
trolie  in  bo\diO(jd  with  my  neighbtrring  playmates. 

As  tliere  were  no  canals  or  railroads  in  those 
days,  this  turnpike  was  the  outlet  for  a  large  por- 
tion of  western  and  southern  New  York,  nnd  also 
for  parts  of  the  state  of  Ohio.  The  products  of  the 
farms,  ])utter,  grain  lumber,  wool,  etc.,  had  to  be 
drawn  b\-  teams  over  this  road  to  reach  a  market 
at  Catskill.  Hrovts  of  hundreds  of  head  of  cattle 
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and  sheep  were  ])iis>ei.I  dail^'.  Stages  with  three 
and  four  extra  teams  heavily  loaded  hourly  passed 
botli  ways.  Hotels  were  to  be  found  as  often  as 
every  two  miles  the  whole  length  of  the  road,  and 
all  crowded  every  night.  I'rivate  carnages  with- 
out number  were  to  be  seen  loaded  with  jieople 
and  their  baggage,  going  on  journeys  to  visit 
friends  at  a  distance.  This  vast  amount  of  travel 
to  and  from  Catskili,  naturall\'  made  that  place  a 
point  of  great  interest  in  my  lioyish  mind;  to  sec 
it  wa.s  the  height  of  my  amlutioii. 

In  those  early  diiys  the  motto  of  the  civilized 
Avorlfl  was  "to  spare  ihe  rod  is  to  ruin  the  child."' 
Aly  father  not  only  endorsed  it  but  improved  upon 
it,  using  the  rawhide  in  place  of  the  rod,  but  as  I 
felt  then  a.rid  am  now  positive  it  was  a  grave  mis- 
take. I  believe  niuSL  emphatically  that  r.o  child, 
\vhatever  may  have  been  his  eh.'iracteristics,  was 
ever  improved  menlaliy  or  physically,  through 
having  the  base  feeling  of  fear  instilled  into  him. 
To  this  day,  when  tlmt  instrument  of  tortute  is 
brought  up  and  1  recall  mv  sufferings  from  the  use 
of  it,  the  old  feeling  of  resentment  and  der.uncia- 
tion  is  aroused.  I  know  it  was  a  gixat  damage  iu 
ni3'  mental  development,  and  I  have  no  knowledge 
of  any  in^tancc  where  it  served  a  ])enel!eial  pur- 
jiosc. 

Training  and  persistent  ;ippeals  to  the  budding 
reasoning  faculties  of  the  youthi'ul  brain  are  the 
only  correct  method  for  the  ]iarent  who  would 
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secure  control  of  his  children.  Love  and  reverence, 
not  fear  and  hate,  are  the  principles  to  inculcite. 
Are  the  rod  and  rawliide  calcidated  in  their  niiturc 
to  inspire  love  and  reverence?  Patents  should 
rather  make  companions  of  children,  reasoti  v.'ith 
them,  let  them  see  and  know  there  are  two  sides  to 
all  pictures,  good  and  bad;  familiarize  them  with 
the  two  sides  of  all  moral  questions  and  then  show 
them  through  reasoning  powers  why  the  right  one 
should  be  ado])ted.  Brutal  chastisement  with  rod 
or  rawhide  never  drove  a  moral  idea  into  a  \'Outh- 
ful  brain  and  never  can. 

What  a  change  in  everv  dciiartinent  of  life  since 
those  times  has  taken  jilacc.  Kitchen  stoves 
were  then  unknown;  no  carjjets  covered  floors. 
My  father  brought  the  first  cooking  stove  into  the 
tov.n,  and  his  house  ijccamc  as  il  were  a  hotel  for 
many  days,  owing  to  the  ca.llcr,;  v/];o  c;iHie  out  of 
euriusity  to  see  tlic  W(jiid.erfu!  "Jew's  Harp"  cook- 
ing stove.  Matches  were  unknown.  !Many  and 
many  a  cold,  storni_\-  nii;ht,  have  1  been  called  up 
to  harness  or  unharness  my  father's  horse,  and 
many  a  cold  morning  have  I  had  t<,>  go  to  a  neigh- 
bor's forty  or  tifty  rods  away,  Air  a  shovel  of  live 
e(ja!s  to  start  the  murning  tire. 

My  school  days  at  Kortright  were  confined  to 
the  district  school,  and  three  years  in  a  private 
school   kept    b_\    the   vilkige   clergyman.*      I    then 

*  The  Rev.  WiUiam  McAuley  who  La.i  becoine   pastor  of  the 
Koitritj'.it  I'rcsbylciiin  churchi  in  1795  in.]  died  in  i;S3i. 
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spent  a  \ear  at  ilartwick  Seminary*  near  Coop- 
erstown  from  which  place  I  walked  at  the  close  of 
the  term  to  my  home  in  a  day,  a  distance  of  oO 
miles.  The  greater  portion  of  the  tlu'ee  \-ears  of 
private  instruction  I  have  always  looked  u])on  as 
lost  or  wasted,  it  having  been  mainly  devoted  to 
acquiringa  smattering  of  the  dead  languages,  Latin 
and  Greek.  I  say  wasted,  unless  the  case  were  that 
of  a  person  desirous  of  becoming  a  teacher,  or  of 
diving  into  moss  covered  theological  traditions. 
Even  such  persons  however  would  1)e  better  fitted 
to  advance  the  general  welfare  of  the  race,  if  tliey 
devoted  more  energies  to  acquiring  a  knowledge  of 
what  pertains  to  that  welfare,  through  methods  of 
mental  development  that  belong  to  modern  times.  I 
recently  read  in  the  Delhi  Gazette  a  notice  of  the 
de.ith  (i(  Robert  V.  Mc.Xuley,  a  ineniber  of  the  bar, 
at  King'^ton,  on  the  lliulson  river.  He  v/as  an  old 
schoolmate,  and  the  youngest  child  of  t!:e  Rev. 
AVilliam  McAuley,  referred  to  above  as  the  village 
clergyman,  whose  private  school  I  attended. 

The  son  and  I  were  very  intiniate  in  our  youthful 
associations.    This  led  to  what  I  may  call  an  e[)och- 

■''Tlie  beginnings  of  Itnrtwick  .'seminary  dale  fiom  1754 
when  the  Rev.  Juhn  C.  Hartwick,  the  German  (..uthieran,  born 
in  Thuringia  purctiaseJ  for  a  hundred  pounds  his  tr.ict  of  land, 
embracing  the  present  town  of  Hartwick.  By  his  will  all  his 
property  was  devoted  to  religious  and  educational  purposes. 
In  1S12  a  building  for  the  scho  )1  A-as  erected,  and  in  1S15  it 
was  opened  svith  Dr.  P!rne3t  L.  Hazclius  as  principal.  In  1S30, 
Dr.  George  B.  .MiUer  succee^ied  hnn  as  princip.il  and  remained 
until  1S39. 
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making  incident  in  m\'  youthful  history.  In  those 
days  the  military  law  of  the  state  called  for  a  gen- 
eral training"  day  ;  nil  males  between  the  ages  of  18 
and  lo  were  required  to  be  enrolled  roid  to  do  two 
dnys'  duty  yeailv' — one  day  of  et)nipany,  and  one 
of  general  training.  General  training  was  looked 
forward  to  yearly  as  a  very  iniijortant  event,  not 
onh'  for  doing  military  duty,  but  as  a  general  holi- 
day for  the  amusement  and  recreation  of  old  and 
young,  both  male  and  female.  Our  fathers  decided, 
in  order  to  encourage  us  in  our  studies,  to  give  us 
tlie  privilege  of  attending  the'coming  general  train- 
ing, vrhieh  was  to  be  held  that  year  at  Delhi;  that 
is,  provided  we  were  studious,  nnd  attentive  to  our 
school  duties. 

On  the  morning  of  th.e  anxiously  looked  for  day 
Ave  received  a  letter  of  introduction  to  General 
Erastus  Root,*  o(  Dellii,  who  at  th.-ir  time  was  the 
most  prominent  lawyer  and  statesman  in  that 
section  of  the  country-,  if  not  in  the  State,  and  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  military  force  assemb- 
led. We  were  received  very  kindly,  and  placed  in 
charge  of  his  son,  who  took  pleasure  in  showing 

*  I'lraitus  Root,  a  native  of  IleLroii,  Connecticut,  was  a 
graduate  of  Dartmouth  and  settled  in  Dellii  in  1796.  He  sat 
in  the  Legislature  fr'nn  179S  to  1S02  and  was  then  four  times 
elected  to  Congress,  and  later  was  several  times  sent  again  to 
the  Assembly.  I'rom  1820  to  1S22  he  was  Lieutenaiit-Ccv- 
ernor  of  the  state,  in  1S21  a  delegate  to  tlie  Constitutional 
Convention,  in  1S24  a  metnber  of  the  commission  which  codi- 
tied  and  modified  the  laws  of  the  state;  was  three  times 
Speai-;er  of  the  Assembly;  a;^ain  was  St.^te  Senator  in  1840-44. 
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us  over  the  field  where  the  exereises  took  place,  .'ind 
we  went  home  at  iiiglit  feeling  greatly  elated  over 
tlie  reec]ition  and  other  delights  of  the  trip. 

Mr.  MeAuley  was  ejiie  of  the  ruost  l;i_ildy  edu- 
cated men  of  his  day,  a  graduate  of  (ilasgow, 
Scotland;  he  was  as  familiar  with  Latin,  (Treek, 
and  ]-{ebrew,  as  with  the  English  language.  His 
church  was  of  the  Scotch-Irish  l^resby  tcrian  faith 
— "  Seceders "  as  they  called  themselves  in  those 
days;  he  was  looked  up  to  and  revered  by  the  en- 
tire community,  and  was  the  peace-maker  in  all 
differences  that  arose  anu)ng  his  parishioners.  The 
communicants  numliered  several  hundred.  The 
grounds  about  his  church  on  every  Sunday  were 
crowded  with  teams;  in  fiet  Siniday  was  like  a 
gen.eral  training  day  in  point  of  nundjcrs.  Within 
a  ladius  of  six  miles  trom  his  ch.u rch  1  am  sure  it  is 
r\'i  exaggeration  to  say  there  we^ald  not  be  fifty  of 
the  po])idace  absent  from  the  services,  which  were 
made  up  of  two  long  sermons  each  day,  opening 
;ind  closing  with  a  prayer  of  corresponding  length. 

At  his  death  the  congregation  split  up  into  three 
churches  which  I  am  told  have  a  comparatively  fee- 
■ble  existence  ;  m  tact  I  was  told  on  a  recent  visit  to 
the  old  home  by  one  of  the  most  ])rominent   mem- 

ar.d  for  nmry  years  Wiis  MajorCleiieral  of  the  State  Militia. 
The  latter  oii'ice  he  held  whrn  these  t.vo  boys  from  Konric,'ht 
presented  tiieir  letters  of  introduction.  He  was  an  ardent 
Demociat  of  tiie  George  *_"linton  type.  The  poet  Halleck 
made  reference  to  him  in  one  of  his  works.  General  Root 
died  in  N'e.v  Vjrk  in   1S4G. 
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bers  of  the  part-nt  church,  that  he  doubted 
Avhether  they  could  longer  sustain  a  clergyr7ian  and 
that  they  would  probably  be  obliged  to  sell  their 
building  to  tlie  Methodists.  ^Nlr.  ^McAuley  raised 
to  matuiity  IG  children — 9  sons  and  7  daughters; 
he  lived  to  bury  all  1  thiidv  but  four  or  five.  He  was 
totally  blind  for  several  years  before  he  died. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  1  was  left  an  orphan  by  the 
death  of  my  father,  my  mother  having  died  live 
years  previous.  They  both  lie  buried  in  a  favorite 
corner  of  the  ground  he  owned  near  the  old  home 
which  was  reserved  at  the  sale  of  the  estate 
after  he  died.  Time  and  the  elements  liave  not 
dealt  kindly  with  their  monuments,  but  it  has  re- 
cently been  a  reverent  occupation  of  my  brothers 
and  m3'self  to  restore  them  and  enelosethe  grounds 
with  a  new  wronglu  iron  fence.  Tlie  old  buildings 
nre  still  sLandirig,  luu  in  a  very  d!lr;])Idated  condi- 
tion; the  office,  a  two  story  building — the  upjjcr 
story,  used  by  his  many  students  as  a  dissecting 
room — stands  unoccujjied;  even  the  outside  front 
door  was  uncloscfl  on  a  recent  visit.  But  in  most 
other  things  there  has  been  liitle  change.  Kc'rt- 
riglit  presents  today  essentially  the  same  scene 
that  I  looked  upon  in  boyhood, — except  that  the 
inspiring  scenes  of  busy  life  along  the  highway  are 
known  no  more. 

On  reviewing  at  this  date  the  following  few  years 
of  m3'  free  intercourse  with  the  v.'orld,  unchecked 
and    uninlluenced  by    parental    restraint,   I  am  as- 
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tonished  at  m_v  escape  from  moral  destruction, 
through  the  wiles  and  baneful  iiilluences,  which  are 
eveiy  where  so  prevalent  and  attractive  in  appear- 
ance to  the  uncidtured,  easily  impressed,  youthful 
mind.  Does  the  v.-orld  an<l  do  parents,  realize  their 
responsibility  in  watching  over  and  guiding  chil- 
dren through  this,  the  most  critical  period,  morally 
speaking,  of  life,  from  sixteen  to  twenty-one? 
If  we  only  look  about  we  may  see  a  horde  of 
stranded,  mental  and  physical  v.-recks  as  compared 
with  the  few  who  are  carried  safely  through  that 
period. 

After  spending  tliree  years  ret[uired  by  law  as  a 
medical  student,  beginning  with  Dr.  II.  T.  Gibbs  in 
Kortright,  two  years  after  the  death  of  my  father 
and  ending  with  Drs.  Fitch  and  Hine  of  Franklin, 
1  was  gradtuitcd  and  received  my  diploin:i  fromtlie 
I'airfield  Herkinici  Comity  Medical  College,  wliich 
was  akerw  ard  moved  to  AliKiny  and  merged  into 
the  ct>llege  established  tiiere. "  'I'his  v^as  in  the 
winter  of  1S31>-40,  three  nmnths  befoie  I  reached 
my  majority. 

.•\s  an  example  of  the  wonderud  advancement  in 
all   departments    of  knowledge,    allov^-  me  liere  to 

*  The  Fairfield  College  was  oftlci.-illy  known  as  the  College  uf 
Fhysicians  an>i  Snrj^euus  df  the  Western  District  uf  New  \V-rk-. 
It  had  bf.en  established  in  1S09,  and  enjoyed  a  v>,ide  reputation 
(or  thirty  or  forty  years  It  wa.s  one  of  the  tirst  medical 
schools  established  in  the  United  States — in  fact  it  ha*  been 
said  to  be  the  first.  Its  decline  followed  the  establishment  of 
rival  schools  at  Geneva  and  Albany,  and  in  1844  its  union  with 
the  .-Vlbany  school  took  p'ace. 
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mention  the  little  that  was  then  known  of  the  won- 
deiTul,  all-prevafling' principle  of  eUetiicity.  The  pro- 
fessor of  ehemistry  ai.  the  I'alrheld  College,  James 
Hadley,  when  lecturing  upon  that  siibjeet,  said  to 
the  class  before  him  that  this  ju-inciple,  so  omrii- 
present  throughout  nature,  could  never  be  of  prac- 
tical use,  for  the  reason  that  it  coidd  only  be  made 
to  jn'oduce  motion,  being  without  other  power, 
and  to  prove  it  he  had  an  apparatus,  driven  by 
electricity,  by  which  a  wheel  was  made  to  revolve 
rapidly,  but  the  slightest  obstruction,  as  a  feather, 
^vould  stop  it.  lie  was  estimated  to  be  one  of  tlie 
highest  of  chemical  authorities.  Could  he  return 
to  life  again  witli  what  amazement  would  he  look 
upon  the  iniluence  that  this  element  is  exerting 
upon  the  enlightenment  and  advancement  of  the 
world. 

In  looking  abcuu  for  a  ]il;ice  in  v.diiL-h  to  open  an 
ollice  for  the  practice  of  my  profession,  I  decided 
to  stO]>  at  what  is  now  Scrantt)n,'  Pennsylvania, 
then  a  hamlet  ];nown  as  Ka/,orvi!le  and  a  lundjer- 
ing  section.  Coad  was  known  and  the  yjcojjle  of 
the  region  were  burning  it  but  it  had  no  commer- 
cial vahie,  f(jr  the  simple  rciiscm  tliat  there  were  no 
railroarls  or  otlicr  facilities  for  transporting  it  to 
market.  I  finally  aliatuloncd  the  idea  and  on  the 
9th  day  of  .\pril,  1S40,  landed  in  Unadilla  and 
took  board  with  I'rastus  Kingsley  but  not  having 
tlie  traditiop.rd  slulUng  piece  in  my  poclvct;    instead 

*  hi  1S91  tbe   place  had  a   fj'ipulation  of  83,400. 
l'.)0 
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I  had  J?5  borrowed  money,  aral  a  debt  of  $700 
on  my  shoulders. 

The  9th  day  of  A[)ri!,  1840,  was  a  clear  Ijcautiful 
sj^ring  day;  ilie  ground  \\-as  dry,  roads  were  dusty 
and  farmers  busy  with  their  spring's  \\-ork.  On 
my  way  from  Fraiddin  to  Una.dil!a  on  hcjrseback, 
when  opposite  the  c>ld  Daniel  Beaeli  Hotel,*  two 
miles  west  of  Franklin,  a  hotel  having  a  reputa- 
tiod  far  and  wide,  my  horse  stundjled  throwing  me 
over  her  head  sprawling  into  the  dust,  but  luckily 
doing  me  no  damage  oUier  ihan  cfaering  me  most 
thoroughly  with  dust. 

I'nadilla  Village  \\  as  then  a  hamlet  estimated  to 
contain  300  inhabitants;  there  were  three  phy- 
sicians, one  o(  whom  had  come  in  the  year  before 
and  bought  the  old  Brtigg  Hotel,  the  pro})erty 
known  in  lalcr  years  as  the  Dr.  Odell  place.  Had 
I  known  tliat  tliis  gcntUnnan  interi(ie<l  to  jn'actiee 
his  prcifession,  in  addition  to  keeping  a  hotel  I 
prob.'d.)ly  sliould  not  luive  ventuie/l  tn  remain  here, 
but  once  arrived  anti  circumstanced  tmancirdly  as 
1  was.  I  could  see  no  alternative  but  to  stay,  and 
sink  or  swim  as  the  fates  might  flecree.  The  twf) 
otlicr  jjhysicians,  Di's.  Cone  and  Colwell,  had  been 
here  many  years,  and  were  firmly  establislied  prac- 
titioners. While  their  dej)ortment  toward  me  as  a 
new  comer  and  conijietiLor,  %vas  cool  and  dignified, 
I  had    no  reason  to    coiU[)lain    oi'  their   treatment. 

*  D.itiicl  ll-ach  vv.i-.  a  lioccndiint  of  Tiniiithy  llcacli,  the 
Oulei.ut  Pioneer  uf   17S4 
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The  outlook  at  best  \vas  anytliing  but  encourage- 
ing  for  a  j'oung  stripling  lacking  a  month  of  being 
of  man's  iijre. 
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The  village  as  it  would  have  appeared  upon  the 
map  in  1S40  I  may  describe  as  follows:  Beginning 
at  the  upper  or  east  end,  the  first  building  was  a 
one  story,  weather-beaten  house,  standing  nenr  the 
shanty  oceupied  b_v  Mrs.  Slavin ;  it  was  the  home 
of  our  venerable  diseiple  of  St.  Crispin,  S.  H.  Fan- 
eher. 

Then  e.ime  the  house  now  owned  and  occupied  by 
Horace  Eells.  It  tl^cn  siood  on  the  opposite  oreast- 
em  corner  of  the  ol'i  I'utternuts  road— the  site  is 
now  occnpied  by  another  house — and  was  owned  by 
David  Finch,  father  of  \Ym.  T.  Finch,  };sq. 

A  few  rods  back  on  the  old  Butternuts  road 
stood  a  small,  low  shant}-  that  had  been  used  in 
connection  with  tlie  Xoble  and  Hayes  distiller^' 
(since  occupied  as  a  tannery  by  Mr.  Echs  )  as  a 
hog  i)en ;  it  was  then  occupied  by  a  family  of  the 
name  of  Nichols — Ti  Nichols,  who  was  one  of  mA' 
first  ])atrons.  1  shall  ever  retain  u  feeling  remem- 
brance of  the  premise.--,  for  the  reason  that  on  niy 
first  visit  in  a  dark  night,  the  crown  of  my  head 
came  in  violent  contact  with  a  knot  in  a  beam  over 
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head,  the  room  being  not  over  five  feetintheelcar.  * 

On  the  site  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Eells's  house 
there  stood  one  of  the  tirst  housLS  built  in  this 
place,  the  house  on  the  pi'esent  J'ost  Orhce  corner 
being  the  other  and  of  the  same  st3'le.  The  one  in 
question  was  then  occupied  b^v  Amos  Priest,  who 
was  the  practical  former  for  the  Noble  and  Hayes 
firm,  t 

Next  was  the  old  store  builditig  of  the  above 
lirni,  soon  afterward  used  as  a  tobacco  and  cigar 
factory  b\'  Nolile  and  Howard. 

The  two  next  as  now  standing  were  the  resi- 
dences of  the  Noble  and  Hayes  families  with  the 
farm  house  next  adjoining.  Mr.  Noble  had  died  a 
few  years  previously.  2\Ir.  Hayes  w;is  still  living 
and  dealing  quite  largely  in  fat  stock. 

Next  came  the  (,)ld  yel'jvr  builtiing  tliat  was  re- 
cently toi-n  down  au'.l  a  double  icneinent  house 
erected  on  its  site. 

Thence  was  a  vacancy  down  to  the  premises  now 
occupied  by  Frank  Dacon,  \vhere  was  a  small  house 
afterward  succeeded  Ijy  the  present  neat  cottage. 

Next  was  the  p.dioining  property  with  the 
present  rear  i)ortion  of    the  house;    the  front  was 

*Tyrus  Nichol.s  was  the  full  name.  The  visit  occured  on 
Au^^ust  23,  1S42,  as  Dr.  Ilalsey's  day  bookshuAS. 

t  Amos  Piiest  canie  to  UnaJilla  as  early  as  1S2S  and  prub- 
ably  before  that  time.  He  was,  I  believe  from  Catskill.  His 
wife's  maiden  nam.-  \^'a>  Olnisiead.  She  was  from  Sidney  and 
long  survived  liim. 
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afterward  built.  This  house  and  the  small  house 
to  the  east  of  it  were  then  owned  and  occupied  hy 
Th.omas  H.  Graves,  a  partner  in  the  stage  route 
between  Ithaca  antl  Catskill. 

The  two  next  weie  as  now  the  11.  H.  Howard 
and  Benjamin  H.  Avers  houses,*  tlie  latter  being 
3'ears  after  remodelled  by  the  late  Simeon  Bidwell.t 

Thence  we  pass  to  tiie  stone  law  office  of  C.  C. 
Xoble.S 

Thence  was  a  vacancy  down  to  the  site  of  the  A. 

B.  Watson  house  now  occupied  and  owned  by  il. 

C.  Gregor\-,  where  then  stood  the  IVIasonic  Hall  af- 
terwards moved  to  its  present  location  on  Watson 

*The  Howard  house  had  been  built  in  1S12  by  a  Mr.  War- 
ren for  his  brother-in-law  Hiram  Benedict,  Miel  E.  Benediot's 
father  NV'i,)  died  there.  In  1831  the  house  was  rented  for  a 
year  by  Commoi-iore  M,  T.  Woolsey  who  serveil  in  the  Tripo- 
litni'  v.ar;  comi;i::ndcd  the  war  vessel  Cm.eida  en  Lake  Ontario 
in  iSl3;  chased  a  British  .squ.idron  for  six  days  in  1S13,  and 
captured  fuur  vessels;  commanded  the  frigate  Constellation  in 
the  West  Indies  in  1S24  to  1827;  was  in  charge  of  the  Bensa- 
cola  Navy  Yarn  m  1S27-31;  commanded  the  Bra'.illian  station 
in  1S32-34;  had  charge  of  the  survey  of  Chesapeake  Bay  in 
1S36-37,  and  died  in  Utica  in  1S3S.  He  has  been  described 
to  me  as  "a  blulT,  sturdy  sort  of  gentleman  with  a  very  pretty 
wife  much  your.ger  than  himself  "'  Feninuire  Cooper,  who 
served  under  him  on  Lake  Ontario,  wrote  a  sketch  of  his  life. 
"He  has  already  been  refencd  to  by  idenry  C.  Nv'l)le  as  pre- 
siding at  the  l-'ourth  of  July  celebration  in  1.S31. 

t  Built  originally  for  L>aniel  Cast'.e  who  was  livin£T  in  the 
house  in  1S24.     It  had  then  been  standing  several  years. 

J  The  house  of  Judge  Noble  belongs  t>  a  later  date.  It  was 
built  in  1846  or  lb'4S. 
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Street,  and  converted  into  a  dwelling  b}-  William 
J.  Thompson.  * 

Between  this  hall  and  the  brick  hotel  stood  the 
Mechanic's  hnll,  p^'lcrwards  n:uvcd  to  its  prescut 
site  and  now  owiied  and  occupied  by  K.  M.  Brant 
<'is  a  grocery  and  dwelling. 

The  brick  store  was  then  occupied  by  the  hrm, 
I  tliink  though  am  not  jiositivo,  of"  Noble  and  Iim- 
ory,  but  it  was  soon  changed  to  Watson  and  Noble 
and  fmalh'  to  Watson  and  Ha\'cs. 

Next  came  the  brick  hotel  opened  that  spring  l.)y 
Erastus  Kingsley  who  was  probabh'  as  well 
known  as  a  hotel  landlord  as  any  man  in  the  rural 
part  of  the  state.  He  could  count  his  patrons  by 
the  hundred  ;  when  traveling  the}'  woidd  go  10, 
1"),  and  20  miles  extra,  just  to  stay  over  night 
v,-iih  "Old  Kingsley." 

All  was  nov;  vacancy  ngain  dov>'n  to  tlic  old 
yellow  house  on  the  corner  of  Martin  Brook  Street 
now  owned  by  the  writer. 

There  were  no  buildings  on  Martin  Brook  Street 
except  a  small  one  story  one  v/hich  is  now  a  part 
of  Dr.  Joseph  Sweet's  residence;  it  was  then  occu- 
pied by  the  widow  Land)  and  two  sons,  Lewis  and 
Gurdon. 

Next  on  Main  Street  came  the  Kcv.  N.  H.  Adams 
house   with   farm   attached,    Lewis    Lamb,   above 

*  Mr.  Thompson  niafle  his  tirst  visit  to  Unadilla  in  1S14.  lie 
was  here  again  in  1S17  and  in  18^4  came  here  lo  live.  He 
(lied  in  iS'jj. 
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mentioned,  being  his  farm  hand.  This  is  the  house 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  M.  P.  Sweet.* 

Again  was  a  vacancy  down  to  the  stone  houses; 
the  first  or  eastern  one  was  built  and  occupied  by 
George  H.  Noble,  the  other  was  built  by  F.  A. 
Sands  and  occupied  by  Judge  Page,  who  had  pur- 
chased it  on  tlie  death  of  Mrs.  Sands,  who  was  the 
Judge's  daughter.'!" 

Where  now  stands  the  Lyman  Sperry  house  stood 
an  ohl  house  owned  by  Bradford  Kingsley,  the 
father  of  Erastus. 

Then  was  a  vacancy  again  to  the  corner  of  CHf- 
ton  Street,  since  opened,  where  stood  the  old  Ben- 
ton and  Fellows  store,  the  front  of  which— after- 
v.-ard  iDuilt  on — was  moved  across  the  street  and  is 
now  the  Fellows  Block,  occupied  by  M.  B.  Greg- 
ory, tla-  jfriiiting  oihcc,    etc.     The    firm  nauK-  v>-as 

*Tnc  hou.-e  was  built  for  Mr.  Adcims,  by  William  J.  Tlionip- 
son.  Until  thirty  or  forty  years  ago  ihe  grounds  embraced  tlie 
entire  ^jace  now  bounde.i  by  Main,  Martin  Brook  and  Adams 
Street.-  and  by  the  lane  that  passes  the  Dr.  Joseph  Sweet  resi- 
dence. They  were  attractisx-ly  fenced  in,  had  a  well  kept  lawn, 
arbors,  etc.  biere  Sunday  school  picnics  were  lield  and  a  de- 
lightful place  it  was.  Within  the  house  the  Sunday  school 
Christmas  tree  was  often  set  up.  Many  happy  childhood  hours 
have  1  spent  w  ithin  that  house  and  those  grounds — waiting  for 
.Christmas  presents,  eating  picnic  luxuries  and  chasing  fire  hies, 

fThe  mason  work  on  those  houses  w.is  done  by  Edward 
Marble  and  Wheeler  Warrcner,  with  help  from  "  Elder"  Place. 
\V.  J.  Thompson  did  some  of  the  wood  work.  When  Mr. 
Sands  some  years  later  purchased  the  Nolile  house,  Mr. 
Thompson  added  for  him  the  eastern  part  of  wood  and  the 
veranda,  etc..  of  the  stone  part. 
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then,    I    think,    Bcnion   and    Fellows,   but    it   was 
?oon  changed  to  Fellows,  Mead  and  Finch. 

Next  was  the  old  Ik-nton  house,  then  occupied  as 
now  l)v  Maior  C  I>.  Fellows  ii!  whose  house  tlic 
elder  llenton.his  falhcr-in-law,  died  a  few  daA'S  or  a 
short  time  after  my  advent. 

A  vacancy  occurred  again  and  extended  down  to 
the  liouse  then  owned  and  occnjiicd  I)^'  Col.  Daniel 
Cone,  since  remodelled." 

A  small  house  stoed  next,  on  the  lot  now  occu- 
pied by  Col.  Samuel  North's  residence;  it  was  af- 
terward moved  farther  down  on  the  south  side  of 
the  street  and  is  now  owned  by  Mr.  liryant,  the 
cooper. 

Next  was  the  adioir.ing  brick  liouse,  owned  by 
Es(j.  Fkdls,  fath.er  of  Horace  h^ehs,  and  of  the  wife 
of  ¥,.  C.  Belknap,  the  pix-sent  owner. 

Tiicn  came  the  frame  ]jnrt  (,{  lvJsL>n  and  Han- 
ford's  carriage  shoi);  '(  and  then  the  brick  shop  and 
Wilmot's  cabinet  slivop. 

The  aaljoining  house  now  owned  by  the  A.  V. 
Gra\' estate S  was  tlieii  ovrnod  by  a  blacksmith  of 
the  n.ame  of  Chat  field,  v,di(.)se  wife,  a  sister  of  our 
old  ])atriareh  O.  F.  \V.  Crnne,  v,-as  in  the  last 
stages  oFconsniTiijtion,  and  was  put  into  my  hands 

*  Euilt  for  Horace  Giiswold  in  1S2S.     Col.  Cone  bought  it  in 

t  It  dates  at  Itast  .^s  far  Lpck  as  1S16,  when  Horace  and 
Sheklon  Griswoki  were  occupying  it.  For  liiem  it  was  prob- 
ably  built. 

;  Iluilt  about  1S2S  for  Smith  Lane. 
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as  a  patient  by  her  then  attending  physician,  one 
of  my  old  preceptors,  Dr.  Francis  W.  lline,*  of 
Frankhn. 

After  the  A.  P.  Gray  lunise  came  the  Wihiiot 
homestead. 

The  next  was  an  old  rookery  where  the  residence 
of  the  widow  Briggs  now  stands  and  in  the  same 
yard  stood  a  sriiail  liouse  which  was  afterward 
bin-iied. 

Then  came  a  house  patterned  afier  the  old  house 
behind  the  Post  Othce.  An  incident  attached  tothe 
latter  dwelling  I  ovcrlooketl  in  its  proper  place  and 
will  give  it  here.  I  bought  this  property,  on  the 
corner  of  Alartin  Brook  Street,  in  1850,  of  Col.  A. 
I).  AVilliams,  and  lived  in  it  seventeen  years,  flere 
my  sons  v.  ere  born.  While  living  there  1  took  out 
the  eh.ininey  anil  in  dniiig  so,  Ciiirie  aeru-s  a  brick, 
on  wlneh  \-'ere  the  initials  of  a  man  and  the  \-cai' 
ISO'J,  th.'.!;-  givirig.-Lt  least  a  hi.nt  as  to  tlie  age  of 
tliat  "cliinmey.  i  Tlu-  h'mse  mentioned  above  stood 
on  the  site  of  the  I'nie  residence  alterwards  erected 
by  Evans  Owens,  which  v/as  burned  n' vstcriously. 

Next  wa<  trie  Dr.  Xijih  Cone  house,  now  owned 
by  his  grandson  Frederick  L.  Cone,  and  tlien  the 
Ciili:)ert  Cone  house,  novv'  ovv'ujd  by  Jaanes  White. 

If  we    now    cross    the    road    and  return,  we  fnid 

"*  r)r.  Mine's  fallur  came  to  Franklin  from  New  Milf..ird, 
Conn.,  .i.boLit  iSoo.     .Mr.  Crane  .lied  Marc'u  29,  1891. 

■f  I'rufial'iy  th.e  ori^^inal  cliimney  was  a  rude  afijir  of  stone 
and  iiicriar. 
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the  house  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  which  wcis  the  Niel 
Robci'tsoii  residence. 

The  next  house  stood  where  the  John  Van  Colt 
residence  now  h'^'  and  was  owiijd  1jy  Johnson 
Wright  who  conducted  a  tannery  in  the  rear  of  the 
hcmse.  lie  had  a  leather  store  in  a  building  which 
was  moved  and  now  stands  on  Martin  Brook 
Street  where  it  has  been  converted  into  a  house  for 
rental. 

Then  came  the  house i"  and  store  ov.-ned  by  Colo- 
nel Sheldon  Griswold,  now  the  propert\'  of  the 
Kev.  Mr.  Hayes.  The  store  was  occupied  by  Gris- 
wold and  Cone,  Lewis  Cone  being  Mr.  Oriswold's 
partner. 

A  house  occupied  I'v  .\.  P.  Gray  who  was  run- 
ning a  harness  shop  came  next. 

From  there  all  was  v;\eant  u])  to  th.e  Dr.  Kdson 
place,  now  bclongiiMr  io  the  T'cier  Rifjnbark  es- 
tate.i 

J-'roni  tlicre  tr.e  land  was  all  open  up  to  the  hotel 
now  the  rnadilla  Ilou'^e.;; 

*  On  this  site  a  house  fi^ir  Johnscin  \Vri;.;ht  lia'l  been  erected 
previous  to  lSl6.      Mr.  \'anCutt  died  in  April,  1.S91. 

fThe  lear  portion  cf  the  dwellint^  is  older  than  1S24.  The 
front  was  added  alter  1S2S  hy  Eduin  J.  .Smith,  partner  of  L. 
1).  Woodrufi,  and  a  brother-in-law  of  -Sheldon  Griswold.  Colo- 
nel Gri.>wold  subsequently   purchased  the  property. 

t  On  this  site,  in  another  house,  before  D''.  Ed.son's  time, 
had  lived  a  physician  named  .Mann. 

§  Among  the  proprietors  of  this  house  have  been  Dr.  Cone,  a 
man   named    Di.von,   Jauies    Williams,    Moses    l-'o.iter,    F.rastus 
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Next  came  the  old  Page  house  now  owned  by  H. 
E.  liailey. 

From  there  ail  was  vacant  up  to  the  old  school 
house  site  now  occupied  by  the  Teller  residence,  ex- 
cept that  there  was  a  building  on  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Walnut  Streets,  which  Avas  afterward 
moved  and  is  now  the  upright  part  of  the  Jordan 
place  on  \Yalnut  Street. 

Adjoining  the  school  house  stood,  as  now,  the  H. 
S.  Woodruff  place,  and  next  ci  small  house,  where 
now  tlie  L.  I>.  Woodruff  house  stands.  This  house 
was  moved  and  is  now  occupied  by  ^^Ir.  Price,  on 
\Yatson  Street. 

Xcxt  came  the  Episcopal  Church  and  adjoining  it 
a  house  where  the  rector\'  stands,  wdiich  was 
moved  to  Martin  Brook  Street  for  a  house  to  rent. 

Xext  was  a  small  house  wltich  is  now  the  rear 
part  of  the  L.  B.  Woodruff  house.  ^ 

Next  across  the  street  came  the  store  and  ilwcU- 
ing  of  Colonel  A.  D.  Williams,  now  owned  respect- 
ivelv  by  A.  Mallory  and  D.  P.  Loomis. 

Then  came  the  brick  house  owned  by  Joel  Bragg 
and  nov,'  the  property-  of  Dr.  Gregorv. 

The  next  was  the  hat  sho[>  of  P>.  II.  Ayers,  after- 

Kingsley,    Colonel    Thomas  Heath,    Frederick    A.  iSuIie^  and 
Chauncey  Slade. 

*  It  was  standing  in  1S03,  when  Sampson  Crooker  bought  it 
of  the  Lissells  A  Mr,  Rooinson  once  lived  in  it  and  Judge 
Page  was  married  there. 
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wards  converted*  into  a  dwelling  and  now  owned 
by  Lyman  De Forest  and  occupied  by  Charles  Mul- 
ligan. 

The  next  was  the  old  Brngg  Hotel  now  owned. 
by  our  agent  at  t!ie  railroad  station,  Mr.  .Vdanis.  t 

From  there  was  an  open  space  up  to  the  old  Bis- 
sell  residence  which  recently  passed  into  the  hands, 
by  purchase,  of  3ilr.  and  AJiss    [eves. 

Xext  was  an  olil  house,  since  torn  down,  occupied 
l^y  Daniel  Playes,  a  hatter.  Lazily  came  the  old 
Judge  Beach  house  wdiich  now  is  tiieOliNcr  Buckley 
residence,  .t 

Thus  I  have  mentioned  every  lumse  and  building 
of  any  importance  which  constituted  the  village  of 
Fnadilla  when  1  iirst  liecame  a  resident  antl  which 
stood  on  Mcun  Street.  Watson  Street  has  since 
been  opened  tliroLigh  to  Brid.gc  S:.reet  with  the  ex- 
ception of  tiie  ponion  tiiat  runs  tlirouidi  tlie  hnid 
l)etvv'eeii  the  Aiisses  Raitt  audi  Mi.^s  Ivlizabeth  Veley 

■■*■  Mr.  .-Vyers  was  a  son  of  Jeliiel  Aycrs  jinJ  was  born  nc?.r 
Carr's  Creek.  His  mother  wr;s  a  sister  of  John  M.  Niles  who 
was  Postmaster  General  un.ier  Van  lluren,  and  at  another  time 
United  States  Senator.  .-Vnother  i)rother  of  liers  was  the  father 
of  Samuel  Niles. 

t  I!ui!t  in  iSj6  or  iS:;7  after  the  burning  of  Z',.1  Bragj^'s  first 
hotel  in   1824. 

+  Oliver  Buckley  was  the  son  of  Wiiliam  lUickley  and  was 
born  near  Unadilla  Centre  in  10^17.  His  father  removed  to  .A.1- 
bany  m  1S22  ar.cl  en;.Mt;ed  in  a  mercantile  pursuit.  Oliver 
spent  many  years  of  his  life  on  the  L'nadilla  Centre  farm  and 
reared  a  large  family  of  sons.  His  wife  was  the  daughter  of 
Jud.qe  Douglass  of  Franklin.  His  father  came  to  Onadilla 
from  Litchtield,  Connecticut,  by  v.ay  of  the  'I'urnpike. 
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residences,  but  there  were  no  biiilclings  vet  erected 
on  it.  There  was  not  a  dwelling  or  other  building 
standing  on  Mill  Sircct  except  the  WoodrutT  stone 
I'jlaeksmilli  shop,  J.  Ikiiiford's  wagon  i-ho}},  the 
3nill<  and  the  house  where  ilicl  Cran.'all  lives, 
which  was  then  the  Mill  house  and  stood  on  the 
corner  by  the  Condcnser_v. 

Martin  Brook  road  had  l>oen  opened  a  tew  years 
previotis.  It  was  opened  in  its  u])per  part  largely 
through  the  efforts  of  A.  P..  "Watson  and  A.  D. 
Williams  v.iio  desired  to  bring  business  from  the 
Rogers  Hollow  eonntr3-  to  the  upper  en<l  of  the 
village.  The  land  on  eiih.er  side  v.  as  in  a  state  of 
nature,  covered  from  near  the  Hells  tannery,  with 
pine  and  hemlock;  ne.arl\-  an  imbrcikeu  forest 
tiirough  to  the  Wheeler  Warrener  farm  on  the  Rog- 
ers lb)Hi>w  side  of  Liie  In'jl.  There  v,';'.s  a  small 
clc'iring  on  v/h;it  is  new  tl-e  Jfdni  ()sb:)in  farm, 
an.d  just  Ijcyond,  a  man  of  the  n.-'ine  ol'  \V_veott, 
had  rolled  np  the  year  r>ef(jre,  a  small  *')rif  ro(-:>m 
log  house.  The  road  was  hardly  passable  the 
greater  portion  oi  the  way  aiul  I  had  tpiite  a  se- 
rious tiir.e  one  ver;,-  da.rk,  stormy  nijjil  in  gettirig 
hor.ie  ironi  a  visit  to  one  of  the  IJarthoieir.ew  fami- 
lies, then  li\ing  beyon<l  the  Rogers  Hollow  Creek. 
•  I  \v.'lS  on  horseback,  and  st:irted  (or  home  about 
eight  or  niric  o'clock,  as  ne;ir  as  I  can  renuanber.  It 
was  raining  and  as  dark  as  a  pocket,  but  I  had  no 
dithcidty  until  I  reached  the  summit  of  the  ridge, 
condng    towaril    the    vilkige,    wh.ere    1    strnek    tlie 
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thickest  of  the  woods.  The  Hmbs  and  underbrush 
began  to  \\  hip  me  in  the  face,  and  I  soon  became 
aware  that  1113-  horse  had  lost  the  trail— it  was  not 
fit  to  be  called  road— but  I  could  do  no  better  than 
give  her  the  reins,  protect  my  face  from  the  brush, 
and  allow  her  to  go  where  she  pleased.  After 
what  seemed  to  me  hours,  I  discovered  in  the  dis- 
tance, a  slight  glimmer  of  light  and  pointed  for  it. 
I  found  it  to  be  the  reflection,  through  the  unmud- 
ded  chinks,  of  the  Wycott  house  fire  place.  The\' 
were  all  abed,  and  had  left  the  brands  burning  and 
the  light  showing  between  the  logs.  I  hallooed 
and  induced  the  old  man  to  lend  me  his  lanteni. 
When  I  reached  home  the  clock  was  striking  twelve 
so  that  I  was  certainly  three  hours  traveling  some 
three  and  a  half  or  four  miles. 

An  amusing  incident  in  n;_\-  exj:)  eric  nee  in  that 
neighborhood  occurred  on  the  O.-born  farm  aijovo 
referred  to.  .\n  old  loir  house  standing  near  the 
creek  below  the  O^born  barn  was  occuj)ied  by  Ethan 
Allen,  known  as  "Capt.  Horn,"  who  was  given, 
as  those  who  remember  him  will  recall,  to  bcKisting 
and  telling  jiretty  tough  yarns,  one  of  which  gave 
him  the  nickname  above  mentioned.  Tliis  yarn  re- 
lated to  his  grabbing  a  bidl  by  the  horns  and 
hurling  him  otT  a  bridge  and  twisting  off  the 
horns. 

Well,  I  was  called  to  see  him  one  cold  night  and 
foimd  him  suffering  severelv  from  pleurisy;  while 
preparing  to  bleed  him,  which  was  the  accepted 
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treatment  in  those  da\-s  lor  that  disease,  he  made 
the  remark,  in  his  boastful  way,  that  he  had  never 
fainted  in  his  life,  aiid  that  I  miglit  tnl;c  as  much 
blood  out  of  him  a";  I  pleased;  I  eould  not  make 
him  fidnt.  Feeling  a  litile  mischievous  I  coueludecl 
to  test  his  powers  of  endurance.  T  drew  him  up 
before  the  fireplace,  ^^'herc  a  roaring  lire  was  burn- 
ing, corded  his  arm,  made  a  free  opeiiing  into  the 
vein,  and  the  blood  poured  out  in  a  stream  nearly 
as  large  as  my  little  fmgcr.  In  less  than  two  mhi- 
utes  he  was  on  his  back  on  the  floor  in  a  complete 
faint.  After  a  fev'.-  moments  he  came  to;  looking 
up  and  rubbing  his  eyes  he  said;  "Doctor,  I  was 
not  the  least  bit  faint.  I  was  only  a  little  sick  at 
the  stomach  and  thought  1  would  lie  down  a  mo- 
ment." * 

*T!iis  incident,  as  Dr.  Halsey's  uay  book  .'ihows,  occurred  on 
Novariibcr  27,  1S44. 
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Thk  {'ollowiug  arc  the  names,  1  believe,  of  all 
persons  now  liviii!.;"  wliom  I  found  here  in  April, 
l^iO,  and  who  are  still  residents  in  April,  isOD:  S. 
If.  rancher,  C.  I.  Hayes,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  H.  How- 
ard, Mrs.  C.  C.  Xoblc.  Mrs.  Curtis  Greij^ory,  Mrs. 
A.  P.  Gray,  Major  C.  D.  I-ello\vs,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Bcl- 
knai).  Miss  li^lizabcLli  Velcy,  David  Hanford,  Sani- 
ticl  I).  Baeoii,  I\H-s.  Louisa  Hantord,  Mrs.  Hdsou 
Jenniiij;s,  Ivmelinc  Wilmot  and  Captain  F.  A.  RoUcs. 
Othei-s  \vh(.)  were  then  licre  and  arc  still  living  else- 
v\  lu-ic  are  ihcse:  Mrs.  George  H.  Noble,  Waverley  ; 
Mr^.  .\.  P>.  Watson.  Xew  York;  Samuel  Robertson, 
Corning;  Mrs.  R.  S.  Hughston.  Delhi;  William  T. 
I-^ineh,  Chicago,  and  J.  I.  Laraway.  C.  W.  Carpen- 
ter arrived  a  month  later.* 

J.  I.  Laraway  and  his  I'ather-in-law  Weidman 
had  recently  purchased  the  water  power  and  mills 

*  ( 'f  these  perions,  the  only  ones  now  living,  I  believe,  are: 
Miss  Veley,  David  Hanford,  Samuel  D.  Bacon,  Mrs.  Curtis 
Gregory,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Belknap  and  C.  W.  Carpenter. 

"  How  fast  has  hrother  followed  brother 

Troni  suriiliiiie  to  tiie  sunless  land.'' 
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of  Joel  Bragg,  and  had  moved  in  from  Schoharie 
County  a  mouth  or  two  ahead  of  me.  Older  citi- 
zens will  remember  the  disaster  which  Ix-il'll  them 
soon  after  their  arrival,  b\-  tlie  going  out  of  thc 
river  dam. 

The  only  Church  was  St.  Alatthew's,  of  which 
the  Rev.  X.  II.  Adams  was  rector.  He  was  univer- 
sallv  beloved  and  was  very  rittracti\'e  in  the  pulpit, 
the  church  being  well  Idled  upon  all  occasions 
when  he  preached.  Tl.c  district  school  offered  the 
only  facilities  for  cducalitig  the  vcning,  but  it  was 
generally  supplied  with  excellent  tcaclicrs. 

Captain  "Horn"  was  one  of  my  first  and  raost 
constant  patrons.  lie  tlien  lived  on  the  old  But- 
ternuts road,  about  two  miles  from  tlic  village,  in 
a  tumbled  down  log  house — log  houi'-es  were  the 
rule  in  those  days:  outside  of  the  villages  a  frame 
dwelliug  was  eompar;uivclv  rare — villi  a  Ihock  of 
'small  children  nearlv  as  ^\-ild  a^  Arabs.  ?\Iy  day 
book  tor  the  year  lS4-()  will  show  that  1  averaged 
visits  twice  a  week  ];rotessioualIy  and  iriy  only  rec- 
ompcTise  was  the  working  of  my  poll  tii.x  iind  an 
occasional  day's  work  he  did  on  thelot  which  I  now 
occujw  jnncliased  f)f  A.  B.  Watson  and  Isaac 
Hayes  in  IS  11. 

.  As  an  instance  of  how  lasting  an  im[)ressiou  a 
slight  and  insignihcant  matter  will  make  on  a  poi- 
son's mind  I  give  the  followlrig:  In  the  woods  as 
you  climb  the  hill  on  the  old  Butternuts  rocul  going 
north  one  day  I  saw  a  bird  about  half  the  si^e  of  a 
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robin,  of  a  dirty  red  plumage,  which  had  as  I  re- 
member, but  two  notes  to  its  song  and  these  of  a 
mournful  character.  Wliencver  I  have  since  heard 
that  bird's  song  it  has  brought  to  my  mind  th<- 
ideu  of  pinching  povej'ty,  so  closely  associated 
was  it  with  nu'  frLXjiient  travels  to  that  poor  family. 

Col.  Williams'  store,  on  the  corner  of  Mill  Street, 
was  a  rendezvous  in  those  days  for  tlie  genial  spir- 
its of  the  village  including  the  Colonel  himself.  It 
was  rare  fun  to  listen  to  the  jokes  and  repartee  of 
a  coterie  of  fun-loving  men,  made  up  of  Dr.  Col- 
well,  Rufus  G.  Mead,  Benjamin  H.  Ayers,  L.  Bennett 
Woodruff,  \.  B.  Watson,  David  Finch  and  others. 
The  shots  and  jokes  Hew  thick  and  fast,  keeping 
the  room  in  a  roar  of  laughter. 

Mr.  Woodruff  was  then  rinining  the  blacksmith 
sh()]).  He  had  recently  bought  a  pair  of  sportirjg 
fowls.  Mr.  Mead  rushed  into  the  sliop  one  morn- 
ing, saying  to  Mi.  Woodruff  hurrictUy,  "there's  a 
crow  in  your  walnvL  trie;  let  me  take  your  gun." 
Mr.  Woodruff  had  a  double  barrelled  gun,  and 
prided  himself  on  his  aljilities  as  a  marksman.  He 
insisted  on  using  it  himself— just  what  Mr.  Mead 
wanted  him  to  do.  Mr.  Woodruff  loaded  both 
barrels  and  creeping  out  verv  cautiously  to  a 
projier  distance,  blazed  away  and  brought  down 
his  blooded  hen.  It  was  a  long  time  before  he 
heard  the  last  of  that  joke. 

When  "Mesmerism"  began  to  ailract  attention, 
Dr.  Colwell  took  rpiite  an  interest  in  it.  Mr.  Mead 
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thought  he  saw  an  opj/orttuiit}'  to  accomplish  a 
good  joke  on  the  doctor.  He  proposed  to  mes- 
merize him  and  appointed  a  time  for  the  experi- 
ment, rie  jirepared  on  the  sh-  a  dinner  plate, 
covered  on  the  bottom  \s-ith  lamp  black,  v.hieh  he 
gave  to  the  doctor  to  be  held  by  him  in  front  with 
the  clean  side  opposite  hi.s  face.  Mr.  Mead  sitting 
in  front  with  a  similar  plate,  minus  the  lamp  black. 
Dr.  Colwell  was  to  make  every  motion  that  Mr. 
Mead  made.  Mr.  Mead  drew  his  linger  across  the 
bottom  of  his  clean  plate,  and  then  across  his  fore- 
head. Dr.  Colwell  started  to  nmke  the  same  mo- 
tion on  his  blackened  plate — he  of  course  being 
ignorajit  of  the  lamp  black — but  instaiitly  fath- 
omed the  aims  of  the  enemy  and  putting  his 
thumb  to  his  nose,  said,  "Don't  you  wish  you 
could:" 

The  street  v,;is  ali\e  with  similar  episcJes  in 
those  days,  but  when  town  meeting  occurred,  then 
what  a  tumult!  The  erics  were  "tip-street"  and 
"  down-street  I"  and  "Hurrah,  boys";  tliere  was 
war  to  the  knife  for  the  two  factions  and  a  tri- 
umph duly  celebrated  by  the  winning  side.  Hap- 
})ily  those  days,  so  suicidal  and  damaging  to  the 
welfare  of  the  village,  are  fast  becoming  mere 
matters  of  histor\-. 

Some  time  in  the  month  of  June  following  my 
advent  in  Unadilla,  a  renowned  menagerie — June, 
Titus  and  Angevine's — appeared  for  exhibition; 
tlie3'  stayed  over  night  with  Kingslcy,  where  I  was 
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boarding,  leaving  before  day  breal:.  Air.  June,  ou 
going  out  of  his  sleeping  room  in  the  dark,  fell 
down  the  stairway,  bruising  liinibclf  severely  and 
had  to  remain  bdiiud  for  two  cun  s.  I  being  in  the 
house  v.-as  called  iip  to  see  to  his  injuries,  for  whicli 
I  charged  him  one  dollar.  This  v/as  the  first  moncN' 
1  received  from  my  ])rofession. 

]My  first  act  in  dental  surgery  was  performed  on 
the  person  of  the  well  known  Lewis  Carmichael, 
who  at  that  time  was  a  rising  influential  politi- 
cian ;  in  fact  he  almost  controlled  the  politics  of 
the  town,  though  he  was  not  old  enough  to  use  the 
franchise  himself.  * 

At  the  close  of  my  first  year  of  practice  I  had 
charged  the  sum  of  S125,  as  m_v  day  book  v\'ill 
show  and  three  cpiarters  of  it  still  stands  unpaid. 
I  owed  Kingsiey  ninety  odd  dollars  for  board  for 
which  I  gave  him  a  note,  that  v/:is  ctuTeiiL  in  the 
commuinty  for  several  years,  ai)i")areutly  legal  ten- 
der; it  passed  through  many  hands  before  it 
finally  reached  mine  again.  This  \vas  anything  l}ut 
encouraging.  The  future  had  a  decidedly  blue  look 
but  I  could  do  nothing  less  than  hang  on  and  hope. 

I  had  then  a  frieiid  to  v/hom  I  owe  a  lasting  debt 
of  gratitude,  \vhieh  it  has  ever  been  a  great  joleas- 

*The  father  of  Levi.,  and  Edward  Carmichael  was  William 
Carmichael  uho  came  to  L';)adii!a  about  1S30.  At  the  age  of 
l6heeiilib.ted  in  the  ISritiah  service  from  Ireland,  where  lie  v.-as 
born  about  17S5  and  served  for  16  years  and  6  months,  chiedy 
under  Wellitij^'tori.  He  was  in  the  Peninsula  canipaii^n  anvi 
witnessed  l!ie   burial  of  Sir  John   Moore  at  Corunna.      Return- 
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ure  to  repay  so  far  as  has  been  in  mv  power  by 
I'endcring  siinilarenconragcinent  to  the  3'oung  maii. 
just  starting  out.  Ills  name  was- Harry  Wolcott; 
he  liv^d  on  the  farrn  now  ovvried  by  Gardner  Rider 
on  tlie  Franklin  road  in  Sidney  and  was  a  bachelor 
living  with  an  invalid  maiden  sister.  Whenever  I 
met  him  his  eneonraging  words  were  "stick  doctor; 
you  will  finally  succeed."  No  one  but  he  whoissini- 
ilarly  situated  can  realize  and  appreciate  the  value 
of  siich  a  friend  as  he  was.  He  held  a  high  position 
in  the  communitx'  as  an  intelligent,  thorough-going 
business  man.  That  liis  surroundings  in  his  pres- 
ent state  of  existence  are  more  in  consonance  with 
his  faculties  and  aspirations  I  can  have  no  doubt.*" 
Asking  pardon  for  this  digression,  1  resume  my 
story.  In  the  fall  of  1840 — when  I  cast  my  first 
vote,  which  Vi'as  cast  for2\Iartin  VanP.urcn — 1  nuir- 
!-icd  lluH.idora  Ivirhy,  d.rughtcr  of  Reuben  Kirby.t 
of  Bainbridge,  and  l)egan  house  keeping  in  the 
spring  of  184-1,  in  the  house  now  owned  by  Mr. 
Morse  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Walnut  Streets 
which    had    been    built    in    the    sunniier   of    1840. 

ing  froia  Spain  witli  Wcilinjjton  he  took  part  in  tlie  battle  of 
Waterloo  sviiere  he  was  vvoiin'ied  by  a  F'rench  soldier  with  a 
bayonet.  He  then  came  to  America  with  his  regiment  and  at 
Plattsburg  left  the  oervice. 

*Mr.  Wolcott  was  a  son  of  Nathaniel  Wolcutt,  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  on  the  Ouleout.  He  died  in  middle  life.  The 
first  charge  in  the  ledger  was  for  services  to  Mr.  Wolcott.  It  is 
dated  April  17,  1S4O — thirtren  days   after  Dr.  Halsey's  arrival. 

t  His  father,  also  Reuben  Kirby,  was  an  early  settler  in  the 
town  of  Bainbridge. 
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Death   claimed   her  a  httlc   over   two  years  after- 
wards, beloved  by  all  who  had  ever  known  her. 

In  tlie  spring  of  1S4-1  a  boy  came  asking  nie  to 
go  over  to  what  was  then  known  as  the  Baxter 
Saw  Alill,  on  Carr's  Creek,  *  to  see  his  brother.  On 
reaching  the  bridge  crossing  the  cieek  on  the  river 
road,  1  met  another  boy  urging  haste.  I  hurried 
accordingly,  and  when  I  reached  the  house  a  3'oung 
man  stood  in  tlie  door  in  great  agony  for  want  of 
breath.  Jxi^t  as  I  reached  him  after  tj-ing  my  horse 
he  began  to  settle  down  in  a  sutTocating  condition. 
I  canght  him  in  my  arms  and  laid  him  on  the  bed. 
After  a  hnsty  inquiry,  the  house  Ijcing  filled  with 
the  family  and  neiglibors,  I  surmised  where  the 
diiliculty  was,  unbuttoned  his  shirt  collar  and  took 
out  my  thumb  lancet— having  r.o  other  instriunent 
v^ith  me.  Mr.  Ciiester  Sweet,  father  of  the  two 
Drs.  Sweet,  a  gi.-tnt  of  a  man,  thrw  stcpp-jd  up  and 
asked,  "what  are  you  going  to  do  doctor,  cut  his 
throat?".  I  replied  "yes."  "You  must  not  do  it" 
said  he,  "let  him  die  a  natural  death"  making  a 
motio::  to  push  me  away.  I  replied,  "Stand  back  I 
I  am  the  doctor  here,  and  you  interfere  at  3'our 
peril."  I  passed  the  lancet  into  the  trachea  or 
wind  wipe,  just  below  the  ".Xdam's  apple,"  or 
jjrominence  in  the  male  neck,  and  called  for  a  goose 

*  On  or  near  the  site  of  the  grist  ami  saw  mills  built  by  the 
Tory  John  Carr  before  the  Revolution.  Here  stood  the  first 
mills  ever  built  in  this  part  of  the  valley. 
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quill,  having  rolled  tbe  man  over  on  his  face  to  pre- 
vent tiie  blood  fjoni  ruiiTiing  into  the  opcnirjg. 

Tlie  instant  tli--  lancet  entered  tlie  trachea  the  air 
rushed  into  tla-  kings  with  a  whisLlc,  so  forcibly 
^ve^e  tlie  muscles  endeii  vorlng  to  inhale  air  into  the 
Kings.  In  a  few  moments  he  recovered  conscious- 
ness and  continued  to  breath  through  the  quill 
until  the  next  morning.  This  operation  had  taken 
place  in  the  afternoon.  In  the  night,  or  toward 
morning,  an  abscess  broke,  discharging  a  large 
amount  of  pus.  The  operation  thus  was  successful 
and  the  fellow  lived  many  years.  News  of  the 
operation  was  carried  far  and  near.  The  young 
doctor  had  actuallv  brotight  a  dead  man  back  to 
life;  so  went  the  report,  and  from  that  time  on  I 
had  my  share  of  lousiness. 

IMy  fust  opjjortnnit}'  for  treating  a  broken  bone 
v.'iis  tli^  case  of  a  your^g  Iad_\  living  l\vu  miles  fie- 
low  Teedville,  on  Trout  Creek,  a  sister  cf  !Mrs.  Ik 
Ik  Crooker  of  this  village.  On  her  return  from  a 
visit  to  her  jxarents  to  resume  her  ])Ositi(~>n  in  the 
"woolen  mill,  theri  in  oi)eration  at  Crookerville,  she 
\vas  thrown  t'rom  her  carriage,  breaking  the  bone 
between  the  krice  and  hip.  In  passing  over  the 
road  to  reach  lier  I  did  not  wonder  at  the  accident ; 
a  "worse  road  to  be  ealleel  a  highway  coidd  not  be 
found.  I  never  had  better  success  in  all  my  expe- 
rience in  after  practice. 

Many  years  afterwards  1  had  a  similar  case 
which  proved  disastrous  to  tl\e  patient  from 
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causes  beyond  control,  but  resulted  in  my  having 
to  defend  a  charge  of  nial-practicc  at  Delhi.  A  Mr. 
lUmdy,  of  East  Masonville,  had  tlie  misfortune  to 
break  his  thigh,  lie  v.'as  past  the  prime  of  life, 
and  had  been  a  sufferer  for  many  j-ears  frfun 
chronic  diarrhoea,  from  which  cause  lie  was  very 
thin  in  flesh,  his  ph^'sical  powers  poorly  condi- 
tioned to  withstand  the  strain  of  a  long  confine- 
ment lipon  his  back  as  was  necessary  in  the  treat- 
ment of  his  injury.  I  apprised  him  of  the  fact  at 
the  time,  that  he  might  imderstand  his  danger. 

I  used  eveiy  effort  to  sup]Tort  his  feeble  condition 
but  with  such  slight  success  that  at  the  end  of 
seven  weeks  I  vras  oljliged  to  relieve  him  from  the 
close  restraint  in  order  to  save  his  life — three 
months  is  the  average  duration  of  time  necessary 
in  siuh  cases.  J  le  fully  mulcrsiood  tlic  condition 
and  n^fu sed  ar:v  ])rofes?ior,ai  co-.r, !■•:.!.!,  whicli  I  teii- 
dcrcd,  expressing  himself  ns  having  confidence  in 
the  wisdom  of  my  management.  The  result  was 
a  bending  at  the  seat  of  the  fracture,  the  callosity 
not  having  become  sutliciently  hard  to  offset  the 
contraction  of  the  muscles  and  he  was  a  cripple  for 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  More  than  a  year  after- 
ward, through  the  influence  of  prr^fessional  rivalry, 
he  became  dissatisfied,  and  prosecuted  inc.  The 
case  was  tried  at  Delhi  and  resulted  in  disagree- 
ment of  the  jury.  Before  the  sitting  of  the  next 
court  the  plaintitl  voluntarily  offered,  through  his 
attorney,  to  ilrop  the  case  by  encli  party  paying 
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his  own  costs,  whicli  I  accepted,  notwithstandiiig 
Judge  Mason,  before  whom  the  ease  was  tried,  told 
niN-  counsel  he  never  saw  a  more  complete  defense 
established,  and  that  I  was  entitled  to  a  verdict. 

My  tirsL  obstetrical  c^isc  was  in  the  family  of 
John  Butler.*  father  of  Captain  I'rank  Butler.  Dr. 
Cone  was  the  family  physician  but  was  not  ob- 
tainable, and  as  a  last  resort  I  was  called  to  of- 
ficiate. I  shall  nc\er  forget  the  rcce]Jtion  I  met 
with,  and  the  close  scanning  by  the  sharp  black 
eyes  of  the  yjatient,  with  the  severe  caiechising  I 
had  to  endure.  Expecting  her  "old  doctor,"  and 
seeing  a  young  stripling — "Dr.  I'can  Polc"t  1  was 
called  in  those  days — she  as  a  matter  of  course  was 
talcen  by  surprise,  never  having  seen  me  before. 
Tliat  straight  laced  moralist,  who  believes  the  sin 
of  lying  should  be  denounced  under  nny  and  all 
circumstances,   w<.)uld   1  am  sui"e  adnuL  that  there 

*  J<jhii  Butkr  uas  ln.uii  in  1S04  in  CcmiiecUcut  and  came  to 
Unadilla  when  a  young  man,  At  the  time  of  his  death,  Dr. 
Halsey  '.vrote  a  sketch  in  ^^  hich  he  said  Mr.  iJutler,  in  that 
"  dense  forest,  rolled  up  a  rude  log  cabin  and  started  to  hew 
himself  out  a  farm  which  became  one  of  the  handsomest  hill 
farms  in  the  town." 

"f  l>r.  Hal?ey  was  six  feet  two  inches  in  height,  but  towards 
middle  life,  gained  in  weight  and  thereafter  until  he  was  about 
70,  weighed  con^iijerably  more  than  200  pounds.  I  can  never 
forget  the  proportions  of  his  figure  as  I  saw  him  after  death 
"  when  he  lav  against  the  parlor  wall  in  a  suit  of  black.  Taller 
he  seemed  than  evt-r,  his  shoulders  broader,  the  chest  more 
dome-like,  the  features  more  aqueline,  the  forehead  more  ample 
— altogether  the  stateliest  human  figure  I  had  ever  seen  recum- 
bent. 
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are  exceptions  to  all  rtiles,  had  he  been  in  my  shoes 
at  that  time  and  thus  forced  to  give  an  encourag- 
ing answer  to  the  nian\'  questions  as  to  my  expe- 
rience in  such  cases,  a  truthful  ruiswer  to  which. 
would  have  driven  njc  from  the  liouse.  The  case 
terminated  happily  for  all  concerned  and  we  have 
been  fast  friends  ever  since.* 

Aly  horse  when  1  got  her  was  an  unbroken  three 
year  old  colt.  Slic  ])roved  to  be  a  remarkably  fleet 
roadster.  I  drove  her  six  years  £ind  during  that 
time  had  many  a  frolic  with  other  drivers  on  the 
road.  I  was  driving  once  from  Mt,  Upton  down 
the  Unadilla  river,  and  overtook  a  man  on  horse- 
back near  where  the  old  Oxford  turripike  Joins  the 
river  road,  lie  refused  to  let  mo  pass  him  by  whi])- 
ping  in  ahead  whenever  I  attenipted  to  pass.  My 
horse  soon  ''caught  on  "  to  the  situation  and  was 
as  anxious  for  a  litilc  kui  ;i.s  I.  Ilri  viu'.'alruig  lio'w- 
tipped  whip  1  drew  up  on  liie  lines  and  chirnp]:)ed  to 
the  mare.  When  close  enough  I  gave  his  horse  a 
cut  with  my  whip  which  ciuised  him  to  jump  and 
came  very  near  unhorsing  tlic  rider.  He  had  not 
more  than  recovered  Ins  eiinilibrium  before  I 
brouglit  the  whip  ilown  again  and  so  on  continued 
to  lash  the  horse  which  was  soon  running  his  best 
gait. 

It  became  so  interesting  for  the  rider  that  he 
fuially  oiTered  me  the  road    bv  getting    outside  the 

*  The  date  of  this  case  was  Oct.  13,  1S40— six  months  after 
his  arriva.1  in  L'liadilla. 
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track,  but  I  refusing  the  offer  followed  up  another 
cut  of  the  whip  which  brought  him  back  into  the 
road.  I  ran  h.ini  in  this  wa\-  to  Rockdale,  a  dis- 
tance of  a  mile  or  niorc.  On  reaching  his  lioine  he 
rolled  himself  otT  without  waiting  for  his  horse  to 
stop,  and  with  an  oath  said:  "Now  get  out  of 
that  wagon  and  I  will  whip  you."  I  stopped  and 
laughingly  said  to  him  "next  time  a  stranger  in 
civil  manner  asks  for  the  road  I  am  inclined  to 
think  you  may  find  it  wortli  while  to  give  it," 
bade  him  good  day  and  passed  on.. 

On  another  occasion  I  was  driving  home  from 
Cooperstown.  Just  this  side  of  f'orLlandville  a 
road  comes  down  off  the  hill  on  v.diich  a  man  in  a 
cutter  Avas  that  day  coming.  He  apparently  saw 
inc  as  he  struck  his  hc>rse  into  a  sharp  trot.  I  al- 
lowed him  to  come  in  ahead  of  me,  but  soon  my 
hors..'"s  liead  vra.-'  over  the  back  of  his  cutter  pu!- 
hng  her  breath  against  his  head.  He  lashed  his 
horse  into  a  run  but  was  unable  to  get  away;  the 
mare's  nose  still  kept  his  ears  warm.  Thus  1  ran 
him  to  where  he  turned  up  the  hill  road  just  this 
side  of  Milford  Centre.  Bidding  him  good  night  as 
1  passed  him — it  was  a  bright  mcM^nliglit  evening 
— I  came  on  home. 

I  coidd  give  many  like  incidents,  and  cannot  re- 
frain from  giving  one  such  frolic  1  had  with  Dr. 
Cohvell.  lie  had  just  got  a  very  fast  mare  from 
"Bill  "Green  of  Mt.  Upton.  We  were  both  called 
in  counsel  in  the  case  of  /iachariah  Prindle,  father 
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of  Judge  Prindlc  of  Xor\Yidi.  He  lived  in  Idenma 
and  it  was  his  last  siekness.  It  was  tine  sleighing 
and  when  we  were  putting  on  our  overcoats 
Cohvell  said:  "r>octor  if  you  get  started  first,  I 
will  try  and  keep  in  sight  of  you."  1  replied,  "  Well, 
if  you  do,  I  will  either  give  you  the  road  or  drive 
fast  enough  to  get  out  of  the  wav."  I  started  out 
first  and  soon  after  striking  the  Hollow  Creek  road, 
the  doctor's  mare's  nose  was  in  my  neck.  1  drew 
up  on  the  lines,  ehiruppcd  to  my  horse,  and  soon 
was  out  of  his  wa}'.  I  doubt  whether  two  horses 
were  ever  driven  over  that  road  to  the  village  in  so 
short  a  time.  When  I  dro\'e  up  to  my  barn,  which 
still  stands  in  the  rear  of  the  Teller  residence,  the 
doctor  was  about  v.-here  the  railroad  crosses  Mar- 
tin Brook  Street.  He  never  referral  to  the  matter 
after\vards. 

Dr.  Colwell  wiis  a  baclielor,  somewhat  eccentric, 
sliarp,  quick  witted,  and  could  be  very  sarcastic 
when  occasion  recpiired  it.  As  an  instance,  ]  have 
heard  the  following  anecdote  often  told.  When  he 
came  to  I'nadilla,  Dr.  Edson  was  practicing  here — 
grandfather  to  our  present  Su]Krvisor.  He  was 
said  to  have  been  a  nervous  excitable  man,  easily 
irritated.  He  met  Cohvell  one  day  on  the  road, 
not  long  after  Colwell  settled  here,  stopped  liis 
horse  and  said  to  him,  "Young  mari,  \'ou  had  bet- 
tiT  leave  here  while  yoxi  can,  for  I  shall  starve  you 
out."  Cohvell  promptly  replied,  "  You  can't,  fijr  I 
won't  board  with  you." 
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[As  an  illustration  of  Dr.  Halscv's  fondness  for 
animals  nia\-  be  introduced  here  a  little  item  \vrit- 
tcn  b^'  him  on  another  occasion  for  the  Unadilla 
Times.  T^oc^  Daisy  whom  he  describes  was  a  poodle 
havinp;  a  coat  as  Avhite  as  Angora  mooI  : 

"Kind  nature  once  bestowed  upon  a  household 
in  Unadilla  a  dear  girl  baby  as  another  link  in  the 
iiner.ding  chain  of  organized  life  in  human  form. 
AVhile  3-et  in  her  infant  3'ears  an  elder  brother, 
growm  to  manhood,  gave  her  as  an  evidence  of  his 
interest  in  her  weliare  an  infant  s]jecimen  of  the 
canine  species  for  a  companion  and  plaything.  The 
two  became  almost  inseperable,  by  da}-  and  by 
night.  Yeai's  passed,  and  their  love  and  friendship 
strengthened. 

"When  the  child  arrived  at  the  proper  age  to  re- 
quire the  pedagi.)guc's  aid  in  the  fi';\  elopmcnt  ol 
her  intellectual  facuh  ics,  the  little  white  bundle  of 
animat..  d  wool  would  be  seen  in  constant  daily  at- 
tendance upon  her,  going  to  and  from  the  school 
room,  during  the  hours  of  study,  reclining  under 
her  seat  and  by  her  side  during  recitations.  Upon 
arrival  home  at  the  close  of  the  day's  session  he 
. Avoidd  bound  into  the  liouse  with  the  happiest 
I)o>sihile  expression  of  laughing  face  and  wagging 
bushy  tail,  fully  understood  by  the  parents  as  say- 
ing 'One  more  day  of  faithful  protection  for  your 
child.' 

"Such  were  his  characteristics  ot  faithiuiness  and 
gentleness  that  buth  teachers  and  scholars  recog- 
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nlzed  his  claims  to  an  exception  in  school  rules ;  he 
was  allowed  free  entrance  and  occupancy  of  the 
general  school  room.  But  age  and  its  attendant 
infirmities  which  have  no  respect  for  any  human  or 
other  being,  gave  at  last  the  final  decree  of  change 
which  we  call  death  atid  Daisy  has  gone  where  all 
good  dogs  go."  *  ] 

For  the  following  few  years  uj)  to  181-7,  I  had  a 
full  share  of  patronage,  Iml.  in  consequence  of  the 
scarcity  of  money  in  circulation,  the  original  load 
diminis'ned  slowly.  In  1845  I  had  found  and  mar- 
ried my  present  wife  in  Yankeeland,  Connecticut. 
Here  allow  me  to  perform  the  most  grateful  and 
pleasing  duty  of  my  life  and  say  that  to  her  un- 
selfish, and  devoted  elTorts  for  my  interests,  1  am 
largely  indebted  for  any  measure  of  success  I  have 
attained  in  life.  She  had  a  strong  riffection  for  her 
native  Sin le  c-'.nd  place  of  birth.  I  knew  that  my 
ledger  sliowed  I  had  more  than  enough  to  balance 
my  obligations.  Confident  that  there  was  an  in- 
viting field  at  her  old  home,  I  decided  to  emigrate 
to  Connecticut,  and  in  1^4-7  M>ki  out  to  Dr.  Odcll,  t 
and  left  I'nadilla  as  I  supposed  for  good — so  little 
do  we  know  what  the  future  has  in  store  for  us.     I 

*  L)aisy  died  while  the  object  of  liis  loiip  devotion.  Miss  La- 
vantia  Haisey,  was  attending  school  in  I'arrytow  n-on-the-llud- 
son,  a  school  to  w  hich  he  could  not  go  with  her. 

t  L>r.  Odell  had  tlien  been  practicing  in  Sidney  for  seven 
yciirs.  He  was  a  native  of  Xew  iieilin  wlieie  he  had  read 
medicine  with  Dr.  flos-;.  He  died  in  Unadilla  in  1SS3,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-fuur.  In  the  year  iSjo  when  he  settled  in  Sid- 
ney he  married  Mary  A.  Mulford  of  \ew  Jersey. 
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located  first  in  the  town  of  Southington,  Hartford 
County.  The  year  following  I  bought  a  house  and 
lot  171  Plainville,  four  miles  north  and  a  proinising 
tc)wn  of  rei'enl  origin.  Here  I  coirr'dered  iriyself  a 
permanent  fixture  and  was  building  up  a  good 
practice  wdien  the  whole  course  of  my  life  was 
changed  for  a  year.  The  scene  was  shitted  to  the 
tropics  and  then  to  California,  in  the  course  of 
which  I  nearly  lost  mv  life. 
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In  1S4-8  the  news  of  finding  gxild  in  Caliiornici 
was  a  prominent  icature  of  newsj^apers  all  over 
the  conntn,'.  A  fever  for  emigration  to  the  inines 
spread  with  unheard  of  rapidity  throughout  the 
civilized  wcnld.  Companies  were  being  formed 
everywhere.*  CaHfornia  was  the  only  topic  of  in- 
terest. The  que.stion  of  how  to  got  there  was  a 
knotty  one;  tliere  were  no  railroads,  and  the 
Roeky  Mountains,  with  an  interxcning,  desolate, 
unexplored  barren  waste,  offered  a[»p:irently  unsur- 
mountable  ob.>taeles  to  an  overland  route.  Idierc 
\vas  no  course  other  than  a  voyage  around  Cape 
Horn — a  six  to  ten  months'  tri]i — or  across  the 
Isthmus  of  f^anania,  taking  the  chances  of  a  vessel 
from  that  point — at  that  time  a  bye  place  rarely 
visited  by  sailing  vessels.     There  were  not  vessels 

*  Files  of  New  York  papers  for  those  days  show  the  wide  ex- 
tent of  this  fever.  Ilor.ace  Greeley's  Tribune,  then  eight  years 
old,  had  a  standing  headline  "  The  Golden  Ciironicle,  "  con- 
tinueil  regularly  on  the  first  page,  and  each  time  filling  about 
two  columns  vvitli  accounts  of  companies  that  were  being  organ- 
ized in  cities  and  small  villages  all  over  th-;  Union. 
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enough  afloat  to  take  the  multitude  anxious  to 
make  the  venture. 

A  coniie  cntertainrient  was  {Hit  on  the  sta<.',e  ot 
one  of  the  New  York  Lheaties  in  Broadwa}'  show- 
ing "Alose  trying  to  goto  California.*  I  witnessed 
its  performance  while  waiting  to  sail  for  the 
Isthmus  with  the  company  to  wliich  I  was  at- 
tached. It  was  exceedingly'  amusing.  "Alose,  " 
tlie  leading  character,  Avas  so  strikingly  like  one  of 
our  comj)any  that  we  did)bed  him  "  Alose"  and  he 
is  still  known  by  that  name  b_\'  the  old  members  of 
the  company,  five  of  whom  are  still  living.  "We 
have  for  several  years  liad  an  anuual  meeting  and 
a  barbecued  lamb  dinner  in  i\  very  romantic  lo- 
cality in  Ccnnectieut,  beside  a  charming  sheet  of 
water,  called  Compounee  I'(nid,  untlcr  a  high  stee]) 
ktige  ol  granite  rocks,  where  we  meet,  v.'iih  a  few 
choice  tiiends,  and  renew  our  exp.'rieui.e  in  Cali- 
fornia gold  digging. 

<  Hir  comj)any  as  organized  consistcfl  of  eight 
men  afterward  talcing  in  two  more,  one  of  whom 
was  ''Mose.  "  We  had  a  capital  of  .si, 0(»0  invested 
in  part  in  ax\  outfit,  including  a  years'  supplv  of 
provisions,  and  a  twenty  gallon  cask  of  brandv 
■which  we  kept  full  by  putting  in  water  whenever  a 
draft    was    made    upon  it.     We    finally  sold    that 

*  It  was  a  panorama  sliowinc;  "  C.i'ifornia  and  tlie  Gold  Dig- 
gings "  and  had  been  intrnduired  as  a  feature  in  the  refiresenta- 
tion  of  a  voyage  around  the  world.  -Smith  and  Parkhurst  were 
the  proprietors.  'I'he  entertainment  was  ^jiven  at  the  Minerva 
Koonii  No.  406  l!ro3'!way. 
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biaruly  and  water  in  Sacramento  for  $K)S.  Tlie 
original  cost  was  $20.*  We  bought  our  tickets 
in  New  York  for  passage  from  Panama  to  San 
Francisco,  on  the  steamer  California  t  on  her 
second  trip  from  Panama.  Siie  wa.s  the  first 
steamer  sent  out  irom  Xew  ^'ork  b_v  tlie  Pacitic 
Mail  Steamship  Company  to  San  Prancisco,  and 
was  billed  to  be  due  at  Panama  the  1st  da\-  of 
March,  184-9,  to  make  her  second  trip. 

We  took  passage  from  New  York-  on  a  sailing 
vessel,  her  name  "  Abrasia  " — which  was  sent  down 
by  the  Panama  Railroad  ComjKun-  with  supplies 
for  making  the  preliminary  survey  of  the  road  now 
running  across  the  Isthmus,  i  She  was  lightlv 
loaded  with  freiglit  and  the  members  of  our  com- 
pany, were  the  oidy  passengers.     We  had  a  bounc- 

*  On  the  company's  books,  now  in  poist;si,ion  of  the  treas- 
urer's son,  A.  H.  Dtesscr  of  I'lainvilie,  Connecticut,  appear 
other  items  of  credit  for  sales  as  follows  :  one-fialf  barrel  of  pork, 
$1.];  butchers'  knivL-s,  £77.50;  2  bottles  of  nuistanj,  ?3.75; 
beads  and  finger  rings,  ^^^g.oo;  i  basket  champagne,  ^45.00: 
oi\e  case  of  gin,  S40.00;  one  case  of  claret,  j>27.oo;  18I4 
pounds  of  pork,  31S.25. 

j  The  California  had  reached  Tanania  on  her  first  trip  lanu- 
iiry  3^>  ^^A9-  ^hc  had  accoinmodatiuns  for  a  few  more  than 
one  hundred,  but  took  on  board  over  four  hundred  and  left  be- 
hind many  more.  Steeraj^e  tickets  were  sold  as  high  as  Ji.ooo. 
Many  persons  were  t/lad  to  find  beds  in  coils  of  rope.  The 
steamer  reached  the  liarbor  of  San  Francisco  on  February  2S, 
"a  day  forever  memorable  in  the  annals  of  the  State,''  says 
Bancroft 

J  The  company  sailed  from  New  York  on  February  23d.  The 
Abras.a  was  a  brig.  For  some  years  before  the  discovery 
of   gold    the  Panama  railroail  scheme  had    been  in  process  of 
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ing  trip.  The  second  day  out  from  New  York,  just 
after  striking  the  Gulf  Stream,  we  encountered  a 
terrific  storm  of  wiiid  and  rain  v.liieh  ktsted  five 
day^,  tiic  wind  blowing  right  in  our  teeili  and  one 
day  it  was  so  violent  that  we  were  obliged  to  run 
on  our  back  track  150  miles,  imder  bare  poles. 

The  most  striking  demonstration  ofman'spower- 
lessncss  and  com]:)lcte  subjection  to  the  mercy  of 
the  elements  that  I  ever  witnessed  was  on  tlie  day 
above  mentioned — tl.e  wind  blowing  a  hurricane 
^vith  rain  in  sheets.  As  far  in  the  niisty  distance  as 
the  eye  could  discern,  was  a  vessel  scudding  under 
bare  poles,  and  not  a  living  soul  was  to  be  seen. 
The  situation  was  an\-thing  but  pleasant  for  green 
landsmen;  not  one  of  the  passengers  failed  to  pay 
his  tribute  to  old  Neptune  in  an  involuntary  efi'ort 
to  turn  himself  inside  oui. 

As  soon  as  it  becau'.e  evident  th.at  the  c.ipL^-.in 
knew  hi^  business  and  v.'as  attei;ding  to  it,  we 
buried  our  fears  and  le.ally  enjo^'ed  the  excitement. 
1  was  awakened  one  night  by  the  captain  swearing 
a  peiiect  torrent  of  oaihs.  He  had  gone  out  on 
deck,  as  was  his  custom  through  the  night,  to  sec 
that  everything  was  al!  righ.t.     He  l:ad  nothing  on 

getting  liorn.  Thai  discovery  at  once  accomplished  the  under- 
taking. Capital  now  was  e.isily  found  and  early  in  1S49,  enfjin- 
evis  were  despatched  to  make  the  siirvcys  and  kicate  tlic  land. 
This  raihoad  becanie  anenoimously  prolitaMe  enterprise  and  so 
remained  until  raili-oads  were  built  ."cross  the  continent  further 
north.  It  was  finally  S'>!d  to  the  Canal  Cornpnny  originated  by 
Ferdinand  De  Lesseps  for  some  j20,ooo  000. 
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but  his  shirt.  Just  as  he  reached  the  deck  from  his 
stateroom  door  a  tremendous  wave  dashed  over 
the  vessel,  drenching  him  thoroughlj-.  It  v.'ould 
be  useless  to  attempt  giving  a  description  of  the 
torrent  wliicli  poured  out  of  liis  mouth,  but  I 
laughed  until  inv  sides  ached.  Several  years  after- 
wards I  met  him  at  the  United  States  Hotel  in  New 
York  and  retninded  him  of  the  storm.  He  told  me 
it  was  one  of  the  worst  he  had  ever  encountered. 

We  reached  Cbagrcs*  on  the  Atlantic  side  of  the 
Isthmus  on  the  thirteenth  day  from  New  York, 
^vhcn  we  embarked  on  a  little  steamboat  which 
had  been  sent  down  tonavigatethe  Chagres river,  i 
Could  that  stream,  with  its  Ijanks  an  inpenetrabk* 
mass  of  vegetation,  lofty  trees  covered  with  vines 
hanging  in  festoons  with  m^'riads  of  flowers  of  all 
colors,  beside--  monke\-s,  p^irrots,  paraquets,  and 
many  other  birds  making  a  ]icrfcct  babel  of  song 
jind  chattering,  bewiklering  to  the  northern  ear — 
could  it  be  easilv  readied  by  only  a  day  or  two  of 
travel  from  New  York,  it  would  attract  thousand> 

*  After  the  Panama  railroad  was  built  Chagres  ceased  to 
have  commercial  importance  and  fell  into  decay,  .\-;pin\vall — 
twelve  miles  di->tant — havii»g  become  the  terminus  of  the  r:ul- 
road. 

fTheChagrCb  river  is  about  thirty  miles  long.  After  the 
Trinidad  flows  into  it,  its  depth  is  from  i6  to  30  feet.  Naviga- 
tion of  its  upper  part  is  interfered  with  by  cataracts  and  rap- 
ids. It  flows  through  a  country  of  extraordinary  fertility.  The 
fever  which  takes  its  name  from  this  stream  is  well  known  for 
itJ  severity.  Froro  an  attack  of  it.  Dr.  Flalsey — as  described 
further  on — came  near  losing  his  life. 
00,-; 
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of  visitors.*  At  the  head  of  navigation  we  were 
transferred  to  large  dug-outs  or  canoes,  manned  by 
two  natives  with  long  poles,  to  take  us  to  Gor- 
gonat  some  twelve  miles  higher  np  Ihe  stream. 
1'hesc  boatmen  were  stripped  entirely  naked  for 
this  \vork  and  every  few  rods  would  run  their  ca- 
noes on  to  a  sandy  shore,  dive  into  the  water  and 
swim  around  until  cooled  ofl".  We  paid  them  fiftj- 
ccTits  each  for  poling  iis  twelve  miles  against  the 
current.  A  Real  ( 10  cents  )  was  a  day's  wages  be- 
fore the  advent  of  California  travel  across  the 
Isthmus. 

I'eing  ahead  of  time  for  the  sLCcamer  we  put  up 
our  tent  at  Gorgona.  sent  our  Captain  over  to 
Panama — about  24-  miles — to  the  agent  of  the 
steamship  company  for  information.  The  Chagres 
river  was  simply  alive  v.ith  tish.  Whcii  \ve  threv>- 
in  a  handful  of  crunii)s  tlie  v\\ater  would  fairlv  boil 


*  Julius  H.  I'ratf,  who  wcul  up  the  nvcr  scvcfa'  weeks  after 
Dr  Ilalsey,  says  m  the  Clentury  magazine  for  April.  1891  : 
"  The  liver  was  bruad  and  its  bank  low  and  cm'ered  with  an 
iriipcnelrable  jungle.  As  night  came  on  the  stillness  and  dark- 
ness of  that  tropical  wilderness  were  very  impressive.  The 
bocvtnien  chanted  monotonous  songs  to  the  dip  of  the  oar  and 
wild  beasts  on  the  shore  responded  with  savage  ho'vls." 

tThe  reasons  for  stopping  at  Gor£;ona  instead  of  proceeding 
on  to  Cruces  appear  from  a  statement  in  Bancroft's  "Central 
America  "' that  early  in  1S4S  cholera  had  broken  out  "in  a  ma- 
lignant form  ''  following  the  hurried  crov.ds  up  the  river  and 
striking  down  victims  by  the  score.  Such  was  the  death  rate 
pt  Cruces,  the  head  of  navigation,  that  the  second  current  of 
imuiif  rants  stopped  at  Gorgona  in  atuight,  thence  to  hasten 
away  from  the  smitten  river  course. 
oo-r 
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from  their  eflbrts  to  secure  thoin,  but  if  you  baited 
a  hook  they  would  not  touch  it.  We  exhausted  all 
plans  for  catching  them.  We  had  a  net  in  our 
outfit  150  feet  long,  and  thouc^ht  that  it  would 
work  ;  we  got  it  out  and  strung  it ;  got  two  boats 
and  launched  them  into  the  water.  Then  we  sur- 
rounded a  host  of  fish  and  could  we  have  landed 
them  I  have  no  doubt  we  would  have  had  t\vo 
wagon  loads  at  least,  but  with  three  men  to  each 
rope,  before  we  could  get  to  the  shore  the  fish  be- 
gan to  jump  over  the  cork  line  exactly  like  a  fiock 
of  sheep  over  a  stone  wall ;  we  secured  only  a  few, 
perhaps  a  dozen. 

Gorgona  was  at  that  time  a  village  of  perhaps 
fifty  huts,  standing  on  a  beautiful  plateau  at  an 
elevation  of  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  above  low  water 
mark.  Weremained  there  two  weeks,  then  starting 
for  Panajaa — distant  24-  miles.  .M!  freip,lit  liad  t(3 
be  ])acked  on  nutles  or  natives'  backs.  It  was  stir- 
prising  the  loads  those  natives  would  shoulder  and 
not  lie  dov,'n  until  they  reached  their  destination. 
They  had  a  rack  made  of  I'ceds  to  which  thefreight 
was  lashed  ;  when  it  had  been  placed  on  the 
shoulders  a  strap  was  passed  around  the  points  of 
shoulders  and  chest,  and  another  arotmd  the  fore- 
head. I  sav,-  a  large  trunk,  which  ^veigl^ed  225 
])Oimds,  thus  lashed  to  a  na.tive  and  he  started  on 
a  lope  for  Panama,  which  he  reached  next  day 
without  laying  it  down  as  the  owner  told  me  after- 
ward. The  road  was  sinqjly  a  trail  such  as  cattle 
22S 
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make,  very  roiigli  and  rock\',  making  it  ver3-  tedi- 
ous to  travel  with  a  load.  \Vc  were  a  part  of 
two  Cia3''S  on  the  route  across,  reaching  Panama* 
on  Sundav  afternoon. 

The  first  view  I  had  of  the  I'acific  ocean  as  it 
makes  inland  some  GOO  miles  to  foi  m  Panama  Bay 
was  a  memorable  event  to  me.  The  sea  was  as 
smooth  as  glass  with  not  a  ripple,  and  the  reflec- 
tion of  the  sun's  r^iys  from  the  west  giving  the 
water  a  rich  yellow  appearance,  made  an  impres- 
sion that  1  shah  never  lose.  My  attention  has 
since  been  called  to  some  famous  lines  by  the 'poet 
Keats  on  the  discovery  of  the  I'acilic  by  the  Span- 
iards. Keats  savs  that  when  he  first  read  Chap- 
man's translation  of  Homer  he  felt 

"Like  stout  Corte?  t  when  with  s?gl::  cye.s 
Me  stared  at  the  Pacific  and  all  hi.s  men 

Looked  at  t^-ch  ot'ner  with  a  vild  sunuiie 
Silent  up^n  a  peak  in  Daricu." 

Our  n\essenger  whom  we  had  sent  ahead,  finding 
that  we  were  fated  to  be  held  there  for  an  indefinite 
period,  had  secured  rooms  where  we  coidd  live  and 
we  moved  in  at  once.    The  house,  a  tv»-ostory  stone 

*  Panama  is  the  oldest  European  city  on  the  American  con- 
tinent. For  centuries  it  was  the  great  entrepot  for  Spanish 
trade  with  China  and  Lidia.  Its  annals  £^0  back  to  151S  when 
the  old  city  was  founded  by  Pedra  Rias  Pavila.  In  1670  it  was 
destroyed  by  the  buccaneers  under  .Morgi'-n  and  when  rebuilt  a 
new  site  six  miles  distant  was  chosen. 

fKeats's  error  here  is  famous.  It  was  not  Cortez  who  dis- 
covered the  Pacific,  but  Balboa. 
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building,  belonged  to  the  governor  of  the  state. 
His  residence  was  on  a  corner  of  the  pla;ca,  and 
our  house  was  opposite.  He  offered  the  building 
entire  to  us  for  150  dollrirs  or  to  rent  for  two  doll- 
ars a  day.  This  will  give  an  idea  of  the  value 
of  real  estate  at  that  time.  A  large  three  story 
building  standing  on  the  main  street  was  bought 
that  spring  for  300  dollars  and  opened  as  the 
"American  Hotel."  It  is  still  run  as  a  hotel  as  I 
have  noticed  in  the  nev.s  from  there. 

As  I  have  before  mentioned,  the  city  up  to  the 
California  gold  excitement  had  had  for  many  years 
a  location  on  the  map  but  no  business;  in  fact 
grass  was  growing  in  tlie  streets.  The  English 
government  had  a  line  of  steamships  trading  with 
South  Amencan  governments,  on  the  Pacific  side, 
which  came  monthly  to  Panama  to  unload  ond 
pack  tJicii"  ingots  of  silver  on  nmles'  backs  to  cross 
the  Isthnuis,  to  be  resh.ipped  for  England.  I  saw 
two  cargoes  of  ingots  landed;  there  were  130  or 
L'OO  ingots,  shaped  like  a  cripital  V,  and  ^^•eighing 
IfiO  pounds  e.'ich.  They  were  guarderl  across  by 
soldiers. 

The  city  was  then  surrounded  b^y  a  heavy  wall 
12  to  14-  feet  high,  laid  in  cement  as  hard  as  stone. 
On  the  water  side  it  was  built  on  the  bed  rock  so 
far  out  that  the  tide  coming  in  had  pounded  holes 
through  the  wall.  There  were  two  gates  for  in- 
gress and  egress,  one  the  main  gate  from  the  land 
side,  the  other  on  the  water  side.  Just  inside  the 
230 
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main  gate  and  facing  it  was  a  nice  little  stone 
building  having  but  one  room;  inside  was  a  life 
size  image  of  the  Virgin  ZVIar^',  beautifully  dressed, 
with  diamonds  sparkling  all  about  her  breast. 
She  stood  on  an  elevated  platform — at  her  feet  a 
p7-etty  box  for  contributions.  It  is  a  Catholic 
country  and  every  person  on  con)ing  into  the  city 
was  expected  to  pass  into  the  room,  kneel  before 
the  Virgin  in  an  attitude  of  prayer  for  a  moment 
or  two,  throw  in  his  mite  and  go  about  his  busi- 
ness. The  priests  removed  the  offerings  at  inter- 
vals. 

Gambling  and  coclc  fighting,  th.c  latter  on  Sunday 
afternoon  after  services  when  even  the  clergy  were 
to  be  seen,  with  an  occasional  mock  bull  fight 
outside  the  walls  wer.'  the  leading  amusements.  I 
saw  a  man  who  was  tantalizing  a  bull  with  ci  red 
rag,  caught  on  its  liornsand  hurled  against  a  stone 
building,  apparently  killed,  but  h,-^  f  nally  came  to 
himself  and  walked  oil. 

There  was  a  large  catf.cdral  with  several 
churches.  The  cathedral  was  mn-cr  closed.  I  v.-as 
there  during  Lent  and  Passion  V\'eek  and  the  dis- 
plays were  simijly  gorgeous — processions  by  day 
and  torch  light  ones  by  night,  the  entire  popula- 
tion in  line,  bare  headed.  One  night  the  Virgin  was 
placed  upon  a  raised  three  step  jilatform,  and  car- 
ried about  th.e  streets  on  men's  backs.  I  counted 
180  wax  candles  eighteen  inches  in  length,  enclosed 
under  glass  resting  on  the  steps  of  the  platiorm,  a 
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beautifvil  sight.  Apostles  and  Saints  had  prooes- 
sions  making  rich  displays. 

Palm  Sunday  was  a  noisy  one;  every  individual 
native  had  his  whistle,  made  of  palm  leaf  auil 
there  were  thousands  of  shrill  toots,  until  in  the 
.middle  of  the  afternoon,  a  procession  appeared  es- 
corting an  image  of  Christ,  with  His  crov/n  of 
thorns,  astride  an  ass,  a  large  number  of  the  clerg^^ 
with  banners  being  in  advance,  and  they  preceded 
by  a  bevy  of  40  or  50  little  girls,  dressed  in  white, 
with  their  arms  full  oi^  flowers,  scattering  them  as 
they  walked,  and  all  singing.  The  ue.v:t  morning  a 
rope  was  stretched  across  the  street,  with  an  im- 
age of  Judas  hanging  Vjv  the  neck,  and  every  passer 
by  Viurling  some  missile  at  him.  I  v.'.as  strolling  one 
day  behind  a  church  building  and  saw  a  hole  in 
the  wall  some  four  feci  from  the  groiind  ;  on  look- 
ing in  I  saw  deep  down,  j^crliaj).;  10  or  12  feet, 
small  human  bones.  On  incpiiry  I  was  told  they 
were  the  bones  of  stili-l)orn  inf-.iiUs  wlio  died  un- 
baptisL-d  and  were  thrown  in  with  quick  lime  to 
destroy  the  soft  parts. 

I  walked  one  day  out  to  the  cemetery  wliieli  is 
nearly  a  mile  outside  the  walls.  There  was  an  acre 
of  ground  surrounded  by  a  wall  of  S  feet  or  more 
thick  and  10  or  more  high,  kaid  in  cement.  On  the 
inside  were  three  tiers  of  openings  in  the  wall  large 
enough  to  admit  a  coffin.  The  dead  were  })laced 
in  a  nice  coffin,  dressed  as  the  circumstances  of  the 
friends   cotdd  atlord,  covered    with  a  profusion    of 
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flowers,  carried  in  state  to  the  cemetery,  then 
stripped  of  everything,  put  in  a  tight  rough  box, 
the  box  filled  with  C|uick  lime  and  finally  pushed 
iuLo  tiic  opening  in  the  wall  and  sealed  up  with 
cement.  After  a  proper  interval,  to  allow  the  soft 
parts  to  be  destroyed  b_v  the  action  of  the  lime 
and  when  the  hole  was  wiinted  for  another,  it  was 
opened  and  the  contents,  bones  and  all.etn.ptied  on 
the  ground  and  another  body  put  in.  The  ground 
was  covered  with  bones.  I  picked  up  a  human  jaw 
bone  which  must  have  Vu-longed  to  a  giant;  it  was 
more  than  twice  as  large  as  any  one  I  ever  saw 
before  or  since.  I  brought  it  home  as  a  curiosit}-^ 
and  loaned  it  to  William  Johnston,  of  Sidney',  an 
eccentric  man  decenrled  from  the  prc-Kevolution- 
ary  pioneer  of  the  same  name,  anrl  he  forgot  to 
return  it. 

The  water  fi>r  the  citv  w:is  all  brought  in  (>n  the 
heads  of  woiricu.  in  earthen  crocks  hol'ling  three 
gallons  and  sold  for  10  cents  a  crock;  the  spring 
was  the  best  part  of  a  mile  outside  the  city,  walled 
up  nicely,  and  ran  about  a  half  inch  stream  as  I 
remember  it.  The  tide  comes  in  at  Panama  23  feet 
twice  a  day,  while  on  the  Atlantic  side  at  Chagres 
one  would  hardly  notice  that  there  v/as  a  tide. 
The  places  are  only  50  miles  apart.  This  is  an 
anomaly  I  have  never  seen  explained  to  my  satis- 
faction;  there  must  be  some  other  th.an  the  moon 
theory  I  think. 

When  the  tide  is  out  at  Panama  one  can  e:o  out 


DR.     GAIUS     L.     IIALSEY'S     H  E  M  !  K  f  SCF  NCES  . 

on  the  rocks  two  miles,  but  he  must  look  out  for 
the  incoming  tide.  I  was  out  one  day  looking  for 
shells  ver^'  busih*;  when  I  looked  up  I  was  nearly 
surrounded  by  water;  3'ou  ixiay  rest  assured  I  ran 
for  life  once  certainly  ;  I  could  not  get  into  the  city 
but  got  out  of  the  water  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
down  the  coast.  * 

We  had  arrived  in  Panama  the  first  of  Alarch 
and  cxpei^ted  to  meet  the  steamer  California  for 
\Yhich  we  had  tickets.  She  failed  to  ap])ear  on  ac- 
count other  crew  deserting  her  on  her  hrst  arrival 
at  San  Francisco;  the  result  was  we  were  obliged 
to  lie  there  until  the  Panama  v.  hich  left  New  York 
the  same  morning  we  did,  and  aboard  ^vhich  we 
were  now  to  sail,  camearound  the  cape  and  reached 
Panama  when  the  jigent  of  the  steamship  company 
put  us  aboard  her.  It  was  cstinitited  that  there 
\vere  3,t)00  jicople  fri.im  tiic  Stales  in  Panama 
awaiting  vessels  to  proceed  to  Califorriia.  The 
condition  became  more  and  more  alarming  as  the 
detention  and  increase  of  people  iiicreased  the  con- 
gestion. Sickness  was  very  prevalent,  funerals 
\vere  of  daily  occurrence,  a  plot  for  a  cemeten.^  had 
to  be  purchased  and  it  was  rapidly  fdled.  Many 
having  but  little  money  soon  found  themselves 
without  meaiis  for  living  and  with  no  prospect  of 
getting  away  they  took  the  back  track  and  re- 
rumed  home. 

"^  Some  of  the  shells  he  gatherel  oa  that  occasion  are  still 
preserved  at  the  family  home  in  Unadilla. 
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The  excitement  increased  dail3-  anu  so  desperate 
bccuTiie  the  situation  that  had  not  vessels  appeared 
jnst  as  tliey  did  1  think  there  wotdd  have  risen  a 
riot  tliat  would  have  perhaps  destroyed  the  eit j' ; 
in  fact  there  were  several  outbreaks  wiiieh  were 
quelled  with  difficulty.  *  The  demonstrations  of  joy 
made  upon  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  Panama  and 
a  sailing  ship  the  Humboldt  t  were  as  cheering  as 
the  previous  excitement  was  alarming.  The  in- 
tense heat  on  the  Isthmus — the  thermometer  stand- 
ing at  100  daily — was  very  trying  to  northern 
people,  unless  protected  under  the  shade.  Being 
nearly  under  the  Equator  exposure  to   the   direct 

■*  Men  who  rcacl.ed  Panama  late  in  the  spring  fared  still 
worse.  One  of  these  was  Collis  P.  Huntington  who  had  come 
from  Oneonla,  where  he  ha<l  been  for  bevci.i!  years  a  prosper- 
ous vilkiPe  nietcbaiU.  In  October  of  the  previous  yeor,  with 
the  nierchant'5  keen  appreci.ition  of  prices  s^  airected  by  a 
larE^er  demand  and  small  supply,  he  had  sent  out  to  San  Pran- 
Cisco  a  caigo  of  goods  by  way  of  Cape  iloin,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  following  himself  in  the  spring  by  the  Panama  route. 
He  sailed  from  New  York  on  March  15,  1S49,  and  on  reaching 
Panama  was  obliged  to  spend  three  months  waiting  for  a 
Steamer.  During  this  enforced  leisure  he  walked  twenty  times 
across  the  Isthmus  and  by  various  transactions  in  trade  added 
several  thousand  dollars  to  his  possessions  He  finally  set  sail 
from  Panama  ab<iard  the  sailing  ship  Humboldt  in  company 
with  about  four  hundred  other  persons.  He  did  not  go  to  the 
mines  but  engaged  in  trade  in  San  Francisco  where  he  made 
the  acquaintance  of  Mark  Hopkins,  with  whom  he  formed  a 
partnership,  the  latter  history  of  which  is  now  a  part  of  the 
history  of  the  industrial  development  of  this  country. 

t  ^Ir.  Pratt,  who  sai!e<l  aboard  the  Humboldt,  in  a  Century 
article  descriiies  the  class  of  passengers  with  whom  he  asso- 
ciated     '   We  ft'uii'k"  I'e  says,  "a  promiscous  crowd   f.om  ev- 
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rays  will  strike  one  blind,  but  tbe  cool  trade  winds 
from  off  the  salt  water,  with  quiet  in  tlie  shade, 
relieve  the  oppression  so  completely,  that  reclining 
in  a  hammock  with  p.n  interesting;  book  became  a 
luxury. 

The  natives  are  of  mixed  blood  made  up  of  Span- 
ish, Negroes,  and  Indians  and  are  a  very  strong 
athletic  riice.  The  language  i.s  a  corrupt  Spanish 
and  in  tone  and  expression  charminglj'  beautiful. 
I  was  frequently  stopped  on  hearing  parties  in  con- 
versation ;  there  was  so  much  excitement  and  em- 
phasis that  I  looked  next  for  blows  and  knock 
downs.  The  people  are  very  friendly  in  manner 
but  quick  to  resent  an  insult.  They  are  free  and 
unsuspecting  in  conversation.  What  \vould  be  de- 
nounced here  as  highly  indecorous  and  improper  is 
unnoticed.  .\s  an  instance  I  recall  that  one  dc'.y  a 
iilceK'  dre:^sed  l:idy  was  pas.'^ing  v^'ho.^e  tuaterual 
ambition  was  soon  to  he  gratified.  I  tipped  my 
hat  sa^'ing  '"Senora,  ])ickaniny  poco  tempo?"  She 
replied  "SiSenor"and  was  as  far  from  showing 
any  expression  of  false  niodcsty  as  though  I  had 
inquired    the  time  of  tlay.     Children  of  botli  sexes 

ery  nation  utider  heaven,  the  predominating  type  being  that  of 
the  American  rough.  The  deck  was  so  densely  p.icked  vith 
men  from  stem  to  stern  that  we  could  scarcely  move.  M.'ny 
svere  prostrate  with  sickness  or  supported  by  friends  or  lying 
in  hammocks  swung  along  the  side  rigging.  All  day  long  this 
crowd  of  men  were  seathing,  sv.aying,  quarrelling  and  cursing. 
No  food  was  provided,  and  hunger  and  thir:>t  gave  an  edge  to 
the  bad   passionsof  the  mob.'" 
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up  to  10  or  12  years  are  seen  everywhere  cntirel}- 
naked,  and  pass  nnnoticed.  The  feinalc  dress  is 
very  picturesque  and  beautiful  being  made  of  light 
material  witligi'cal  pi  ofusior.  of  ruiucs  and  laecs. 

Without  intending  in  the  least  to  detract  from 
the  fame  of  our  own  beautiful  sisters  of  the  north, 
I  must  in  truth  say  that  the  handsomest,  most 
queenly  and  dignified  woman  1  e\er  sav>-  was  a  full 
blooded  Spanish  lady,  who  entered  the  eatliedral 
at  I'anama  one  moriiing,  at  early  mass,  followed 
by  her  female  scrvaiit  carrying  a  handsome  piece  of 
carpeting  for  her  mistress  to  kneel  upon  diu'ir.g  her 
devotional  service. 

On  the  apjiearance  of  the  "F^iaama"  the  local 
agent  notihed  us  to  get  al)oard  at  once  and  we 
were  not  long  in  comj^lying.  Our  detention  had 
obh'ged  us  to  pay  in  rent  for  tlie  buildiPig  we  occu- 
pied mont.y  enouph  to  liave  paid  l\:-r  the  title  as 
oiTered  l.y  the  owner.  Our  CajUairi  engaged  a  five 
ton  dug-out,  witli  lwc>  natives  to  take  us  and  the 
outfit  to  the  steamer  which  was  lying  at  anchor 
six  miles  out  in  tlie  bay.  As  I  think  of  that  day's 
trip  to  the  steamer  a  shiver  will  run  over  me  to  this 
day.  We  were  loaded  almost  to  the  ^vaIer's  edge, 
with  but  one  sail,  the  wind  strong  in  our  teeth. 
We  were  obliged  to  start  wh.ile  the  tide  was  com- 
ing in  so  as  to  reach  deep  water  before  the  tide 
could  leave  us  stranded  on  tlie  rocks,  and  had  to 
tack  and  beat  against  the  v/ind  and  the  inrushing 
tide  for  several  hours  imtil  it  changed  to  the  opjio- 
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site  direction.  We  embarked  about  8  o'clock  a.  m. 
and  only  reached  the  steamship  after  dark;  thus 
the  entire  day  \v<is  spent  in  a  six  miles'  straight 
line  \oyap;e;  why  we  were  not  capsized  has  always 
been  a  mystery,  loaded  as  we  were  and  frequently 
flooded  with  water  from  the  waves.  The  boat  re- 
quired filniost  ^constant  bailing. 

A  very  exciting  incident  occurred  soon  after  our 
arrival  on  board.  A  difiiculty  had  arisen  between 
two  ladies  on  tlieir  arrival  at  Panama.  One  was 
the  wife  of  a  distinguished  Government  officer,  sta- 
tioned in  California  to  whom  she  was  going.  She  is 
still  living  and  somewhat  iamous.  The  other  was 
a  lady  of  equal  social  rank  who  had  been  the  head 
of  a  prominent  temperance  organization  in  Phila- 
delphia. She  was  possessed  of  stinted  means  and 
Avas  nnxious  to  em.igrale  to  California  to  improve 
I'ler  finrinci^l  condition.  She  liadi  arranged  with 
the  first  named  lad\'  tc;  travel  with  her  as  a  "com- 
panion," her  jiassage  and  otlicr  expenses  being 
furnished  as  compensation.  On  their  arrival  at 
Panama   the   hrst   named   lady    registered    at   tlie 

American  Hotel  tis  Mrs. and  servant,  to  which 

the  other  took  prompt  exception,  rightfully  claim- 
ing that  she  was  an  equal  in  status  as  "compan- 
ion" and  should  not  be  ranked  as  servant.  The 
excitement  among  the  Americans,  •whose  numbers 
were  estimated  at  3,000,  v,'as  very  great,  the  sym- 
pathy being  with  the  comprinion  lady. 

When  the  boats,  or  dug-outs  containing  the  two 
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ladies,  arrived  at  tbe  stcamshi]),  the  cotnraander, 
Capt.  Bailey,*  who  had  evidentW  been  apprised  of 
the  trouble,  refused  to  allow  the  second  lad_v  to  get 
aboard.  The  passengers,  who  all  understood  the 
case,  arose  en  masse  and  insisted,  that  having  a 
ticket  for  passage,  she  must  and  should  be  allowed 
to  go.  The  Cap»tain,  seeing  the  determined  feeling, 
3'ieldetl,  but  declared  she  should  have  neither  a 
stateroom,  which  her  ticket  entitled  her  to,  nor  a 
berth — no  sleeping  or  toilet  facilities  whatever. 
The  vessel  was  a  side- wheel  steamer,  and  a  bridge 
called  the  hurricane  deck  spanned  across  from  the 
boiler  deck  to  the  wheel  house.  Underneath  this 
bridge  the  passengers  were  allowed  to  piit  a  tem- 
porary berth,  v>'here  she  could  lie  protected  from 
rain,  but  over  her  head  was  a  shelf  used  as  a  catch- 
all for  bolts,  pieces  of  iron,  etc. 

*  Cnj'tain  Ilailcy  had  sQcceeucJ  1).  D.  rortcr,  aficirv.ards 
Admiral  of  the  Navy,  in  romina'.id  of  the  Panama,  but  P'orter 
was  aboard  tlie  ship  on  this  voyage.  Others  on  board  who 
were  to  reach,  eminence  in  various  callings  were  John  B. 
Wetler,  Wiiliam  \V.  Gwin,  after>'.'ards  L'nited  States  Senator, 
from  California;  Je.ssie  Benton,  dauf^hter  of  Thomas  II. 
Benton,  and  the  wife  of  John  C.  Freaiont;  Joseph  Hooker,  af- 
terwards known  as  "  F'ighting  Joe  Hooker;"  William  H.  Em- 
ory, afterwards  a  general;  H?ll  McAllister,  brother  of  Ward 
McAllister,  and  Lieutenant  Derby,  the  humorist  who  wrote 
under  the  nanic  of  "  Phoenix." 

Porter  was  then  thirty-six  years  old  and  had  made  a  good 
record  in  the  Mexican  war.  Hooker  was  a  year  older  and  his 
rank  was  that  (jf  assistant-adjutant  generil.  Gwm  had  been  in 
Congress  niiie  years,  but  was  yet  to  earn  that  title  of  Duke 
which  came  from  his  relations  to  Louis  Napoleon  in  Mexico. 
Admiral  Porter  died  on  Fcfiruary  13,  1891,  four  days  before  the 
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One  night  the  vessel  was  rolling  badh'  and  a 
large  iron  bolt  rolled  oiY  striking  the  sleeping  lady. 
At  first  she  was  supposed  to  be  dead.  She  was 
married  and  the  result  of  the  irijury  was  a  prema- 
ture eonfmenicnt.  The  Captain  barbarously  re- 
fused to  allow  the  ship's  surgeon  toattend  her,  and 
a  physlciaTi  from  New  York  was  seleeted  from 
among  the  passengers  to  officiate.  She  recovered 
after  a  dangerous  illness,  caused  by  unavoidable 
exposure,  and  rciehed  San  hharicisco  where  she 
opened  a  lirsL-class  boarding  house,  and  pros])rred 
as  long  as  I  kr^ew  anything  of  her.  A  few  years 
after  this  incident  the  newspapers  announced  the 
death  of  Captain  Biiiley,  from  cholera.  I  know  of 
one  of  those  passengers  who  threw  up  his  hat  and 
cried  for  joy  on  hearing  the  news. 

I  shotdd  add  here  that  after  the  vessel  got  out  to 
sea  a  meeting  of  the  j)c;sserigers  v.'a<  calk^i  to  make 
an  autlior<.ti\e  sLatenient  of  affairs  to  send  back 
to  the  east  for  publicrition.  When  we  had  assem- 
Vjled  however  tlie  Captain  came  on  deck  and  or- 
dered us  to  disjjcrsc  or  he  would  bring  his  gims — 
two  cannons,  one  on  each  side  the  deck — to  bear 
upon  us,  run  his  ship  into  the  fn^st  port  he  came  to, 
and  declare  a  state  of  muting'.  Of  course  v>-e 
could  only  submit. 

The  voyage  up  the  Paciiic  was  a    delightful  one. 

writer  of  these  Reininiscences.  The  raiiania  remained  for 
nisiiy  years  in  active  service  between  San  P'rancisco  ant!  ether 
I'acitic  ports.     In  1876  she  was  a  store  ship  at  .\capaIco. 
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The  water  was  as  smooth  as  glass  with  not  a 
ripple  to  break  its  mii-ror-likc  siniace — nothing 
but  an  undulating,  regular  swell,  like  the  pulsa- 
tions of  the  liLinian  hcait.  We  were  iu  sight  of 
land  ju-r\r]_v  all  the  way.  Tlic  niountaiTi  scenery, 
although  so  distant,  was  grand  witli  the  coast 
range  of  mountains,  rising  sk^'ward  thousands  of 
feet,  peak  after  peak,  oceasioiially  a  nearh'  extinct 
volcano  belching  forth  smoke,  and  all  covered  with 
ii  forest  t)f  dark,  perpetual  green.  My  only  fear 
was  that  being  so  near  the  coast,  we  nn'ght  run 
onto  a  sunken  rock. 

.\side  fi  om  the  view  ol'the  coast  the  voyage  was 
devoid  of  interest.  Occasionally  \vhales  were  seen 
at  a  distance,  blov/ing  water  as  they  came  to  the 
surface  to  breathe.  We  had  afme  view  of  one  which 
came  alongside  the  vessel,  within  '.)()  feet,  as  I 
rcmeinber  it.  He  pki\cd  around  tlic  shi])  several 
minutes,  (inally  diving  nnd  throwing  his  tail  high 
in  the  air.  A  nimiljcr  of  blackfish — a  hsh  weighing 
I  judged  from  GOO  to  1000  poimds — followed  in  the 
wake  of  the  vessel,  for  several  days,  apparently 
seeking  the  refuse  as  it  was  thrown  overboard. 

Thiee  days  before  the  tripcndcd  it  wasamiounced 
that  our  provisions  were  g-iving  out  and  we  would 
have  to  submit  to  close  rations.  The  coal  was 
also  giving  out ;  in  fact  ever3"thing  that  Avould 
burn,  oil,  pork,  resin  and  every  surplus  spar,  was 
used  up.  We  were  reduced  to  sour  krtnit  for  the 
last  meal  we  had  on  board,  the  morning  we  entered 
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San  Francisco  l>ay.  I  have  often  \Yondcred  why  I 
escaped  death  from  eating  that  nieah  I  was  very 
hungry-  from  the  short  rations,  and  1  don't  think  I 
ever  enio\ed  a  uical  belter.  I  ni.i;st  have  stowed 
awny  ai  least  a  quart  with  no  Ixid  result. 

The  only  stop  we  made  was  at  San  Diego  where 
the  Ba}'  is  quite  large,  but  I  judged  shallow,  the 
entrance  so  narrow  that  one  could  almost  have 
jumped  ashore  from  the  vessel.  Cape  St.  Lucas  is 
usually  a  very  \^indy  locality,  shnilar  to  Cape  Hal- 
teras  on  the  Atlantic;  ii  blew  very  strong  when 
^YC  rounded  it  and  at  that  point  we  passed  through 
what  appeared  to  be  oil,  very  offensive  and  foul 
smelling,  covering  a  large  area  of  water — and 
supposed  to  have  conic  from  a  burned  whale  ship. 

The  entrance  of  San  Francisco  Bay,  the  Golden 
Gate  and  the  bay  itself,  are  maivelous  works  of 
nature.  TIie''gate"  i.-;  narrow,  j.iorliaj.s  2')U  feet 
wide — ^jusL  a  gap  out  of  solid  rock,  rising  perpen- 
dicularh'  upon  ervch  side  perhaps  some  hundreds 
of  feet.  When  we  passed  through,  the  tide  was 
going  out  with  a  velocity,  bewildering  and  fright- 
ful to  behold.  It  did  tiot  seem  jjossible  that  our 
vessel  could  move  in  the  ciu'rent  but  she  jiroudly 
walked  through,  like  a  strong  sea  monster.  .Vs  she 
■was  entering  the  bay  what  a  marvelous  scene  was 
yjresented  to  the  eye — a  vast  expanse  of  fathomless 
water  running  sixty  miles  north  and  sixty  south 
from  the  ga.te  and  thus  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  in  length  and  having  an  average  of  ten  miles 
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of  width.  This  reservoir  of  two  might\-  rivers — 
the  Sacramento  and  San  Juaqnin — draining  the  en- 
tire country  west  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  i  ange  of 
mountai;;.^,  has  all  to  be  cniplicJ  into  ihc  ocean 
through  tliat  narrovr  "p.aie,"  and  is  tri-ly  one  ot 
the  greatest  marvels  on  the  globe.  The  entire  float- 
ing war  vessels  of  the  world  could  find  anchorage 
with  room  for  more.  How  strange  that  all  this 
wonderful  arrangement  of  nature  for  the  benefit 
of  man  should  have  lain  idle,  and  comparatively' of 
no  benefit,  until  it  came  into  the  possession  of 
Yankee  enteryirise  and  of  a  nation  the  A'oungest  in 
history  and  then  hardlv  out  of  its  teens.  With 
^vhat  rapidity  it  has  arisen  in  importance  witb.iu 
the  past  forty  years.  Has  blind  chance  caused 
this  marvelous  advancement? 

Tlie  Bristol  and  California  Cc).  the  name  of  our 
mining  association  was  made  up  of  the  foUov/ing 
members:  George  W.  Barlliolomew,  manager,  Wel- 
lington Winston  antl  Isaac  Pierce  of  Bristol,  Conn., 
Jared  Goodrich,  Andrew  Jackson  Norton,  A.  L. 
Dodge,  Geo.  W.  Dresser.  Eldridge  Atkins,  and  the 
writer,  all  of  IMainville,  Coim.  Bartholmew,  Pierce, 
Goodrieli,  Xorton,  Dodge,  with  the  writer  nvc  still 
alive,  the  writer  being  tlie  yoimgest  except  Dodge. 
To  Norton  I  am  doubtless  indebted  for  my  life  and 
-ability  thus  to  make  a  ptiblic  record  of  our  story; 
further  history  of  this  fact  in  detail  will  be  given 
later  on  and  I  will  simply  Sciv  here  that  a  more 
noble-hearted,  self-sacrihcing  man  never  lived. 
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May   the  declining  years   of  "Capt.   Dick"  be   as 
peaceful  and  happy,  as  he  deserves  to  have  them. 

Large  vessels, like  the  "Panama,"  had  to  anchor 
three  miles  Iron:,  shore  in  the  bay;  p:issengcrs  and 
freight  were  sent  asliore  in  lighters.  Tliis  shallow 
watcrhas  now  been  done  away  with  In-  fd ling  in 
and  docking  out  to  deep  water  so  that  the  busi- 
ness portion  of  the  city  of  San  Fr.'mcisco  stands 
now  where  then  was  water. 
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SAN  FRANCISCO    AXD 
SACRAMENTO. 

18  4  9. 

The  city  ()f  San  l-'raneisco*  then  had  perhai)S  a 
hundred  board  shanties  and  cloth  tents  scattered 
about.  "We  arrived  the  fourtli  d.ayof  June  and  when 
^ve  returned  from  the  gold  difjgings  the  next  October 
there  were  blocks  of  buildings,  three  and  four  sto- 
ries high,  a  bns3- city  of  15,000  inhabitants  as  es- 
limate<l.  The  most  prominent  business  was 
gc'iinblitig.  Thousands  of  doH;n's,  ves  hundreds  of 
tliousrindx.  in  gold  dn-t.  I  !ia\c  seen  lying  UjC-n  tlie 
table  awaiting  the  turn  of  a  single  card  or  the 
Avheel.t 

A  gand)!er  came  into  the  diggings  where  we  were 
and  opened  a  dive.     I    saw  him  on  winning  a  j)ile 

*  Ly    tlie   census  of    1S90  S.iiiFrancisco   had  a   pupulation  of 

t  The  gambling  tents  in  the  inining  t;nvns  became  the  princi- 
pal places  of  resort.  One  of  these  tents  later  on  paid  a  rental 
of  j>40,oco  a  year  and  $20,000  was  known  to  be  staked  on  the 
issue  of  a  game  <'f  cards.  A  two-story  fiame  building  chielly 
used  for  gambling  purp'jses  rented  for  ^120,000  a  year.  A 
building  kno.vn  as  the  Parker  Mouse,  at  one  time  rented  for 
^15,000  a  month.  It  was  tlien  sublet  for  gambling  puiposes 
and  made  to  return  a  handsome  profit  above  the  original  lease. 
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inaoe  up  of  ten  cent  pieces,  scrape  them  off  the 
table  and  throw  thein,  hi  disgust,  out  into  the 
brush  as  too  small  a  matter  to  spend  histimewith. 
Coins  of  ten  cents  were  couiparatively  of  the  same 
value  there  as  the  cent  is  here  for  the  reason  that 
they  would  bu\'  no  more;  in  fact  there  was  noth- 
ing on  sale,  from  a  drink  of  poisonous  whiskey  up, 
for  less  than  one  dollar.  Flour,  corn  meal,  dried 
fruit,  sugar,  onions,  etc.,  etc.,  were  a  dollar  a 
pound.  Consecjuently  fractional  mone\-  was  a  nui- 
sance. When  wc  went  into  the  diggings  our  freight 
from  Sacramento  cost  one  dollar  per  pound.  The 
residt  of  such  prices  was  that  thousands  of  dollars 
worth  of  outhts  were  thrown  away;  storage  for  a 
common  trunk  was  three  dollars  per  month  and 
everything  else  was  in  proportion.  A  rag  picker, 
junk  and  old  clothes  man  cor.Id  hnve  found  his 
ji.tiadise  ill  the  streets  of  San  Franeivco  and  Sac- 
ramento in  those  days.  * 

We  put  up  our  tent  in  San  Francisco  ami  re- 
mained a  week  before  we  obtained  a  chance  to 
reach  Sacramento,  vessels  being  very  scarce.  "We 
finally  found  a  thirty  toil  sloop  which  was   about 

*  Prices  nuctuated  greatly  in  the  years  iS4S--40-5O,  due  to 
the  inflexible  rule  of  supply  and  demand.  The  highest  prices 
appear  to  have  been  reached  just  before  the  first  steamer  ar- 
rived. Lancroft  says  Hour  sold  as  high  as  fSoo  a  barrel. 
.^ugar  and  colTee  were  ,^400  a  barrel;  a  shovel,  pair  of  boots  or 
gallon  of  whiskey  and  many  ether  things  were  ^100  each.  Eggs 
sold  for  fi3  apiece,  A  doctor  charged  ;?ioo  or  .^50  or  nothuig 
for  a  visit.  Cooks  earned  £25  a  day.  Ikitter  was  ;?6  a  pound, 
and  ale  j^.S  a  bottle.  Mr.  Pratt  spent  the  winter  of  1S49-50  on 
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to  make  the  trip  loaded  with  freight;  we  started 
late  in  the  afternoon,  the  vessel  loaded  so  near  tlie 
water's  edge  that  the  waves  would  throw  water 
through  the  scupper  holes  on  to  the  deel:.  The 
captain  was  n  sleepy  thick  heruled  fellow,  evidently 
a  chance  "pick  tip"  for  the  trix),  %vith  an  equally 
intelligent  crew  of  three.  Tliere  was  no  system  or 
discipline,  every  one  doing  just  as  he  pleased.  I 
have  often  wondered  why  we  were  not  swamped 
and  drowned  before  we  reaciied  the  montli  of  the 
Sacramento  river.  * 

It  would  take  a  more  alluring  excitement  than 
gold  digging  to  indtice  me  to  undertake  a  like  trip; 
in  fact  the  wliole  enterprise  irom  the  outset  \vas  a 
fearfulh-  reckless  one,  wliatever  the  route  taken, 
around  the  Cape,  across  the  Isthmtis.  or  overland. 
It  is  no  w'.nuler  that  disasters,  deaths  and  total 
failures  Nvere  far,farin  excess  (if  the  successes,  "r    l""or- 

the  coast  and  gives  hijiires  to  show  the  cost  of  living.  He  sold 
for  ?400  a  cooking  stove  that  cost  him  ?oo.  A  good  workman 
could  demand  ?i6  a  day.  Boots  that  cost  him  f.6  in  New  ^'ork 
would  bring  ?iCO,  and  revolvers  costiiig  52a  would  bring  S150. 
A  ;hicken  could  be  sold  for  S16.  Lumber  brought  S500  a 
thousand  feet,  but  in  the  following  year  when  mid.-;  had  been 
started  and  the  market  overstocked  he  bought  enough  lumber 
to  build  a  -waiehouie  for  the  bare  cost  of  freight. 

*In  August,  1S49,  small  vessels  were  so  scarce  that  lo.oco  or 
;2,ooo  persons  werevvaiting  in  San  I'rancisco  for  the  means  by 
which  to  reach  tlje  mines  up  and  beyond  the  Sacramento 

t  Mr.  Bancroft  altirms  that  "  the  great  rrajority  of  diggers 
obtained  little  more  than  the  n^.eans  to  live  at  the  pre\aiiing 
high   prices,  and   many   njt  even   that.      In    1S52    the    average 
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tunatcly  we  induced  the  captaiti  to  eas:  ar.:hor 
near  the  liead  of  the  bay  for  the  remainder  of  tl:e 
night.  The  next  morning  we  sailed  aloiii;  up  the 
river  very  nicely  luitil  we  reached  what  v;a?  Cv-llcd 
the  "sk'ug-]i"  a  sh-etcli  of  deep,  still  v^'ater  hve:r.-les 
long,  having  bvit  little  current.  On  tlie  kf;:  barik 
was  a  thick  forest  of  large,  tall  trees,  the  riglii  bank 
being  swanijn'  and  called  Tulare  Swamp.  The  lat- 
ter was  covered  with  bull  rushes  large  enough  for 
fish  rods,  10  to  15  feet  long,  and  gadlinippers  or 
nio?quirc)cs  were  as  large  as  horseflies  and  eaiv.e  in 
clouds.  It  was  iriipossible  t<.>  protect  one's  self 
Tbcv  would  think  nothing  of  the  pantaloon  leg  as 
an  obstruction  to  tluir  voracity. 

The  trees  on  the  left  bank  being  higher  than  our 
sloop's  mast,  the  win'l  could  not  reach  our  sails — 
the  noilh  west  trad.e  winds  Ijlcw  from  that  direc- 
tion— consequently  tb.c  \'esse]  had  to  be  warped  up 
t!ir<iugh  tlie  fi\e  lailc--:  that  is,  n  large  roue 
shipped  into  a  small  boat  which  ali  vtbsels  carry 
for  emergencies  was  drawn  out  its  full  length,  fast- 
ened to  a  tree  and  tp.en  all  hands  began  to  pull  at 
the  other  end.  Thus  the  vessel  by  main  strength 
was  forced  up  to  the  tree.  We  then  anchored  and 
j)aid  out  the  cable  for  :inother  stretch.  Three 
members  of  the  crew  were  tuKilile  to  perform  the 
task,  and    consequently    we    who  were  passcrigers 

yield  in  cash  for  the  100,000  men  en^as^ed  in  mining  was  only 
;?6oo,  or  barely  S2  a  clay,  while  wajjcs  fjr  common  laborer^ 
were  twice  or  three  times  as  much." 
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had  to  do  the  work.  At  night  we  woiild  tic  up  the 
ship,  go  ashore,  build  a  big  hrc,  get  a  meal,  roll  up 
in  our  blankets  with  our  feet  as  near  the  tire  as 
possible  and  sleep,  tlie  hre  giving  partial  jircdee- 
tion  i'rom  the  gallinippcrs. 

"We  were  five  da\-s  ^varping  through  the  ''slcugh." 
When  we  again  got  wind,  every  man  was  a  fearful 
yet  eoinieal  sight,  faee  and  hands  swollen  from  the 
bites  of  the  inseets  bev'ond  rceognition,  eyes  nearly 
closed,  fingers  and  hands  looking  like  small  pump- 
kins with  stieks  in  them.  We  were  so  long  in  get- 
ting through  the  warping  thai  our  provisions  gave 
out  and  starvation  was  showing  his  grinning  teeth 
ver\'  foreibly,  but  fortunately  a  boat  passed  us 
one  day;  it  had  no  provisions  to  spare,  but  the 
eaptain  informed  us  thei'e  was  a  camp  of  wood- 
ch()]ii)v-rs  aljout  two  ndles  oi'f;  v.t  sent  out  a  coni- 
iriiiU'c  of  ex]")li>ration ;  iv,-^\  were  gone  so  Icmg 
thai  we  l)egan  to  fear  they  had  become  lost  in  the 
forest,  but  they  finally  came  in  just  at  diirk  with 
several  jioumls  of  pork  for  \vhieli  they  jiaid  two 
dollars  a  jiouiul ;    all  now  was  serene  again. 

I  think  the  handsomest  sight  I  ever  beheld  was 
while  wc  were  laboring  so  hard  pidling  our  little 
vessel  by  main  loree  u{)  stream  inch  by  inch.  A 
large  full  rigged  shij)  with  every  sail  set  and  bend- 
ing to  the  wind  hove  in  sight  several  miles  below 
us,  the  water  flying  in  sheets  from  lier  prow.  She 
moved  along  like  a  giant  as  she  approached  us  and 
passed  us  as  a  thing  oi'  life,  loaded  with  passen- 
'JVJ 
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gcrs,  hci"  captain  in  full  dress  pacing  the  deck  giv- 
ing his  orders  witli  all  the  dignity  oi'  an  autocrat 
as  he  was.  She  soon  passed  us  and  \vas  out  of 
sight  in  a  few  mouicnf^,  leaving  n'-  poor  devils  ex- 
erting our  muscles  to  force  our  little  craft  inch  by 
inch.  Had  our  safety  depended  entirely  upon  my 
cfibrts  I  could  not  have  used  tliem  while  that  mag- 
nificent scene  was  bel'ore  ns  :  my  imagination  was, 
and  is  to-day,  so  charmed  with  its  soul  inspiring 
bejiuty  that  I  was  completely  overwhelmed  with 
the  scene  and  wa';  unconscious  of  our  condition. 
It  was  the  most  striking  liecause  of  the  great  con- 
trast between  the  conditions  of  the  two  vessels. 

AVhen  we  finally  arrived  at  Sacramento  that  ship 
was  moored  to  the  bank  with  her  sails  all  furled. 
J  went  aboard  of  her  one  day  to  take  a  good  look 
at  her  and  whom  skiould  I  run  against  but  Vincent 
Page  of  I'nadilki,  sittirig  on  a  stool  clciining  uj:) 
his  guii.  Through  hiui  I  learned  of  R.  G.  Mead, 
Charles  Smith,  Henry  Wright  and  others.* 

*l>Jmund  V>.  ISirch,  a  hrutb.cr  of  Albert  G.  Birch  of  Una- 
dilla,  went  to  California  in  1S40,  making  the  overland  trip  by 
way  of  Council  blufi's.  layman  Birch,  another  brother,  started 
by  the  Panama  route,  but  engaged  to  work  for  the  railroad  at 
Panama,  then  ottering  lar^e  inducements  to  labor  which  was 
scarce.     Mr.  Birch  was  taken  ill  with  fever  and  returned  home. 

Other  names  mieht  be  added  to  show  the  extent  to  which  the 
gold  fever  reached  this  part  of  the  Susquehanna  Valley. 
Sonae  twenty-five  or  thirty  men  in  the  neighlxirhood  of  Oneonta 
besought  Collis  P.  Huntington  to  accept  the  leadership  of  a 
company  formed  by  them  to  go  into  the  mines,  but  Mr.  Ilunt- 
ingion — wise  man  that  ho  was — declined  the  f.ffer  and  shipped 
a  load  of  goods  instead,  reali/iug  handsome  prolits  on  them. 


MEN  FROM  LNADILLA  FOUND. 

^'Sacramento  when  we  landed  was  a  city  in  name 
only;  there  \vere  onl^'  two  board  shanties,  one  be- 
ing a  store  Iiousc  for  dry  hides  collected  tor  ship- 
ment iind  market,  tVie  oidy  business  in  tlie  country 
previous  to  the  gold  exeitcnient.  The  pl^t  of  land 
embraced  in  the  city  limits  was  originally  owned 
by  that  old  and  now  famous  settler,  Captain  Snt- 
ter,  who  had  a  large  ranch  nndcr  a  title  from  the 
Mexican  Government.  His  residence  was  sur- 
rounded by  a  heavy  ^vall  for  protection  against 
attacks  from  Indians.  In  his  later  life  he  was  im- 
fortunnte,  with  irregular  ]nirsuits,  and  fmally  lost 
his  estate  piecemeal  and  died  in  comparative  pov- 
erty. * 

Among  his  professed  friends  was  "Sam"  Ihan- 
non,  a  Mormon  v/ho  m.'inagcd  to  get  title  to  the 
seclii)n    embrr'Ccl    ir^  the  city   which  riunibcrid    in 

*  Sutter's  Fort  haci  heen  founrled  in  1S39  by  John  A.  Sutter, 
a  native  of  Swit/crlarii].  Its  walls  were  500  feet  long  and  160 
feet  in  the  other  (iircction,  with  loopholes  and  bastions  r.nd  a 
dozen  cannon.  Sutter  was  a  pioneer  and  a  great  local 
magnate.  In  1847  ''^  owned  i2,OCio  cattle,  2,000  horse.s,  from 
lO.cco  to  15,000  sheep  and  1,000  ho;;s.  He  employed  some 
Mormons  to  build  a  lljur  mill  six  miles  up  the  American  river 
and  fjrty  miles  up  the  .South  Fork  at  Coluna  he  built  a  .sawmill 
with  Us  power  derived  through  a  millrace.  Of  all  that  Sacra- 
mento region  he  had  become  a  sort  of  lord,  when  through  the 
construction  of  this  millrace  his  agent,  Marshall,  found  what  he 
bfrlieved  to  be  gold  dust. 

Sutter  was  sorry  at  the  disco^•ery,  foreseeing  that  it  threat- 
ened an  interruption  to  all  his  established  enterprises.  Sutter, 
in  fret,  never  realized  any  gain  from  the  gold  thus  found  by 
his  own  employes  upon  his  own  premises.  All  the  current  and 
direction  of  his  life  uas    sud'Jenlv    broV.en    and    he   lacked   the 
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population  the  following  October,  when  we  re- 
turned from  the  diggings,  10,000.*  Jay  Street  was 
built  up  with  imposing  two  and  three  storv  solid 
blocks  for  a  long  di'^tance  back  from  the  river; 
buildings  cif  all  descriptions  were  springing  up  in 
all  directions.  Had  our  company  not  been  blinded, 
as  were  nine-tenths  of  the  men  who  came  into  the 
country,  l)v  the  gold  fever,  we  might  have  made 
our  ''pile"  in  three  months  v/ithout  seeing  the  dig- 
gings or  doing  a  single  stroke  of  kibor.  We  were 
among  the  first  to  arrive  and  of  course  knew  of 
the  vast  nmltitude  who  were  on  the  wav. 

foresight  or  alertness  to  afJjusl  himself  to  re'.v  conditions,  llii 
employes  everywhere  deserted  him  in  order  to  enter  the 
mines.  Titles  to  his  hinds,  then  in  dispute,  were  lost  through 
adverse  decisions  anrl  he  \\as  tinally  rciluced  to  want.  His  old 
age  was  at  last  made  comfortable  through  r,  pension  of  ^250  a 
month  (:;rrnted  by  the  ^tate  ot  California. 

"■  Samuel  hSrannon  vziy,  a  native  of  Maine.  In  his  youth  h'.' 
had  Ciiited  Mormon  journaio  and  became  an  elder  of  t!r.'.t 
church.  In  1846  he  went  to  California  v. ith  a  sldpload  of  Moi- 
mcns,  mostly  converts  made  in  tiie  East,  inter.tling  to  found  a 
colony.  But  his  plans  were  interfered  witli.  The  country  had 
already  been  proclaimed  United  States  tenitory.  San  Fran- 
cisco became,  however,  for  a  time  very  larj;ely  a  Mormon  town. 
Brannon  founded  a  nev.spaper  in  San  Francisco  and  preached 
Mornionisin  on  Sundays.  With  the  hndinsj  of  croKl  his  com- 
munity was  disbanded.  He  had  quarreled  with  I'.righam  Young 
and  other  Utah  Mormons  and  was  denoui^ced  as  an  apostate 
from  the  faith.  Becoming  tiic  owner  of  large  tracts  of  land  in 
San  Francisco  and  Sacramento  he  exerted  an  influence  in  the 
development  of  those  towns  and  acquired  large  wealth.  When 
the  Civil  War  broke  out  he  was  rated  the  richest  man  in  Cali- 
fornia, but  his  wife  sued  him  for  divorce  and  olitained  a  verdict 
which  deprived  him  of  one-half  of  his  estate.  From  this  blow 
he   never   recovered.      During  the  struggle  of  Me.\ico   against 


SPLENDID  CHANCES  W     REAL  ESTATE. 

Had  we  invested  \Yhat  little  of  our  capital  \vc 
had  kit,  with  running  our  credit  as  far  as  it  would 
carr\'  us,  in  real  estate,  wecould  have  been  ready  to 
return  lior<ie  wIku  I  did,  the  follov.-in^  November 
witli  all  the  money  necessary  for  any  reasonable 
conjpan^-  of  men,  but  the  argument  \vas  that  we 
had  started  for  the  diggings  where  gold  could  be 
slioveled  uj)  like  wheat  in  the  bin.  I  made  an  effort 
with  mv  company  to  allow  me  to  remain,  put  up  a 
big  cloth  house,  open  a  hospital,  put  out  my  sign 
and  they  go  to  the  mines.  I  had  an  interview  vrith 
Brannon  and  he  advised  carrying  out  the  idea  by 
all  means,  and  told  me  to  select  my  location — that 
1  might  have  any  lot  on  Jay  Street,  now  the 
Broadway  of  the  city,  for  S300,  and  have  six- 
months'  time  for  payment.  I  selected  two  adjoin- 
ing ?.^y  foot  fronts,  but  1  could  not  pre\  ail  upon  my 
com;\'iny  to  release  me.  1  w:r;.  their  jihysician  and 
must  be  with  them.  The  next  October,  v.dicn  we 
returned  lor  the  winter  from  the  mines  these  lots 
had  been  sold  for  $13,000  each  and  were  occupied 
by  fine  three-stor^'  buildings.* 

Wt.  arranged  to  have  two  of  our  company,  who 

Maximillian,  he  aided  that  country  with  nioney  and  supplies 
for  which  he  afterwards  received  a  grant  of  land  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  Sonora.  He  attempted  to  colonize  the  province  but 
tlie  scheme  failed  and  eventually  he  lost  all  his  property.  Bran- 
non was  born  in  iSiy  and  died  in  1SS9  at  Mazat'an,  in  abject 
poverty. 

"*In  August,  1849,  the  rents  of  single  building  in  Sacra- 
mento reached  ^5,000  a  month,  and  certain  lots  were  valued  at 
^30,000  each. 
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understood  butchering,  renuiin  in  Sncramento  and 
open  a  market.  JusL  across  the  river  was  a  large 
ranch  devoted  to  rai>ing  cattle  for  their  hides.  We 
made  a  bargain  with  the  owner  to  sell  ns  cattle  as 
we  wanted  them  to  kill  at  $13  per  head  and  fur- 
nish two  men  to  help  catch  and  drive  them  to  the 
slaughter  house.  Beef  was  selling  at  75  cents  a 
pound  just  as  fast  as  it  could  be  cut  up.  On  the 
mornir.g  when  we  were  to  start  for  the  mines  these 
two  rebelied  and  thus  broke  up  ou.r  arrangements. 
After  selling  what  of  our  outiit  we  could  and 
throwing  away  the  balance  except  our  trunks, 
which  we  stored,  we  made  a  bargain  with  a  man 
from  Connecticut  whom  our  eaptciin  aeciclentally 
mct  and  recognized  as  formerly  a  professor  in  Yale 
College — his  name  I  cannot  recall.  }Ic  had  invested 
in  a  pair  of  oxen  and  a  Imnber  w:ig,ori,and  was 
hauling  freight  for  a  living.''  \Vc  paiil  him  one 
dollar  ])er  poii.u!  for  carrying  our  kit  on  to  the 
Aliddle  I'ork  of  th.e  Auicriean  river,  oi  as  near  as 
the  team  could  haul  the  load.  The  distance  was 
estimated,  I  think,  as  SO  miles  from  Sacramento, 

*  Mr.  GiUespie,  the  writer  of  an  article  in  the  Century  Cali- 
fornia series  says  :  "Men  pocketed  their  pride  in  California 
in  those  days.  I  met  in  the  mines  lawyers  and  physicians  in 
good  .standing  at  liome  who  were  acting  as  barkeepers,  waiters, 
hostlers  and  teamsters.  An  ex-Judge  of  Oyer  and  Terminer 
was  driving  an  ox-team  from  Colona  to  Sacramento,  One  man 
who  had  heen  a  State  senator  and  Secretary  of  State  in  one  of 
our  Western  commonwealths  was  doing  a  profitable  business 
at  manufacturing  "  cradles,"  while  an  ex-Governor  of  one  of 
our  South  ^.-estern  stares  played  the  fiddle  in  a  gambling  saloon. 
These  things  were  hardly  remarked." 
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-^  The  pat  ty  all  bad  to  walk,  of  course,  niul  cami) 
out  at  iii'jht.  ExLei>L  for  being  disturbed  by  the 
howliuj;  of  wolves — and  a  big  lire  would  keep  them 
at  a  proper  dir.tance — camping  out  in  the  open  air 
was  really  a  luxury  after  a  hard  da^v's  journey  in 
the  hot  sun.  Tlie  air,  during  the  dry  season  of  the 
year— seven  lo  nine  months— is  devoid  of  moisture; 
the  regular  northwest  tr;ide  winds  ai'e  roltbeil  of 
all  moist  nio  while  passing  over  the  snow  moun- 
tains, where  it  is  condensed  and  falls  as  snow; 
there  are  no  dews,  but  a  delicious  coolness  calling 
for  a  pai;  of  woolen  blankets  to  lie  under. 

Sacra uieuto  City  is  situated  at  the  junetion  of 
the  American  river  with  the  Sacramento.  We  sto])- 
ped  there  a  week  and  decided  togo  on  to  the  Middle 
Fork  of  the  American.  The  Ainerican  river  is  made 
u\)  e.f  tliite  branches — north,  midille  and  south.  To 
reach  the  luiddU'  fork  weh.ad  to  fc^llow  up  th.e  main 
river  some  10  miles  when  we  struck  the  mouth  ol 
the  south  iork  on  which  was  located  the  sawi^iiU 
built  by  .Mi.  Sutter,  wliere  the  hrst  gold  was  dis- 
covered in  the  tail  raceway.  *  Here  we  exchanged 
our  t->\  team  mode  of   travel  for  a  train  ol  mules.'!" 

*  SuUt-r's  Mill  wa.s  torn  down  in  1S56. 

t  \V.-ii;>in ;  ami  teams  u>ed  for  transportation  often  involved 
large  outi.ivs  A  wagon  cost  from  f.bioo  to  $1,500 -a  capacious 
affair  w  ith  l)o\cs  si.\  feet  deep  and  seventeen  feet  long.  F"or  a 
double  harness  from  JjOO  to  $tyx>  were  piiid  Mules  were  in 
Common  u^c  and  a  pair  was  valued  at  from  S500  to  $(,000.  On 
mountain  roads  six  pairs  were  needed  for  each  wagon.  A  com- 
plete oiuiit,  therefore,  representerl  a  cost  of  between  ^4,000 
and  i>>),ooo. 
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IN    THE    GOLD    IJIGGINGS. 
1849. 

Fko-M  Svitter's  mill  our  route  now  lay  over  the 
stec]:)  rocky  divide  between  the  South  and  Middle 
Forks  of  the  American  river  with  notliing  but  a 
mule  path  to  follow.  The  mountains  before  us 
called  the  Coast  Range  were  from  2,000  to  3,000 
i\^et  high,  xcry  stccjj  and  rocky,  covered  with  sev- 
eral varieties  of  oak  and  red  cedar;  wolves  and 
bear  were  numerous,  and  also  deer.  "We  encoimt- 
ercd  no  bear,  but  saw  mariv  fresli  tracks  soon  after 
leaving  camp  in  tlio  riiorning. 

There  were  numerous  Hocks  of  fowl  larger  than 
our  partridge,  the  plumage  a  bluish  color  and  a 
cockade  of  feathers  cur\ing  from  tlie  top  of  the 
head  toward  the  bird's  l)ill.  From  t!ie  crest  of  the 
mountain  at  the  foot  of  which  the  Aliddle  I-^ork.our 
destination,  came  in  sight,  it  seemed  im})ossible  for 
a  human  being,  much  less  a  loaded  mule  to  make 
the  descent,  the  grade  was  so  nearly  perpendicular, 
but  a  zig  zag  or  rail  fence  shaped  patli  led  down 
and  we  succeeded  in  traveling  it  without  any  mis- 
hap. A  few  days  after,  happening  to  look  up  the 
mountain,  I  saw  a  loaded  train  of  mules  coming 
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do'.vn ;  one  mule  made  a  mibsiep,  lost  his  balance 
and  rolled  head  over  heels  to  the  bottom  ;  he  must 
have  rolled  80  rods  at  least.  1  suj)posed  he  was 
killed  of  course,  but  the  next  morning  he  xntt-'  feed- 
ing iironud  cii>j)arentl\'  PiO  woisc  for  the  trip. 

We  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  about  10 
o'clock  A.  M.,  and  set  about  putting  np  our  tent 
and  getting  dinner.  One  of  the  company  anxious 
to  see  gold  stole  quietly  away  with  a  pan  and 
f  poon.  He  retin  ned  within  an  lionr  with  a  half 
ounce  of  it.  This  aroused  all;  it  v.-as  the  first  gold 
dust  we  had  seen  and  that  dinner  Avas  disposed  of 
in  short  notice.  All  went  down  to  the  water 
edge,  where  our  companion  had  found  it.  It  was 
evidently  an  old  hole  worked  the  3'ear  Ijefore.  As 
tlie  result  of  oiu'  afternoon's  work  we  took  to 
carajj  12  otince:>  of  gold  ;ir,d  a  liapjjier  eompariy  of 
men  could  hrodi^    be  imfigined. 

We  were  two  weeks  in  exhausting  the  hole.  Let 
me  explain  v.diat  1  mean  by  "'hole."  We  had  lo- 
cated on  a  large  bar  known  then  and  afterwards 
as  the  Big    Bar  of  the  Middle  h'ork.*     There  were 

*  Of  the  e>act  location,  I)r.  Halsev,  in  a  letter  to  his  wife 
written  from  "  Bii;  Bar  on  the  Midule  Fork  of  the  American 
River"  on  August  fih,  1849,  says:  "We  were  about  fifteen 
miles  (  in  a  straight  line;  thirty  by  the  road  )  north  of  Sutter's 
Mill  where  gold  was  first  found  "  Bancroft  refeis  to  the  rich- 
ness of  digtjings  in  that  locality  and  mentions  the  Big  Bar  as 
one  place  of  note.  He  says  the  Middle  Fork  was  esteemed 
the  richest  river  for  a  regular  yield  in  California  with  more 
bars  of  gold  than  any  other,  several  of  which  were  said  to  have 
produced  from  ^1,000,000  to  S3, ck:)o,oou  each.     In   the    sum- 
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about  30  acres  in  it  lying  in  a  bend  of  the  Ptroani. 
It  had  been  built  up  by  the  water  during  freshets. 
Gravel,  cobble  stones,  and  boulders  comprised  the 
material.  The  boulders  which  were  in  greatest 
proporliori  were  from  tlie  size  of  an  ordinary 
pumpkin,  lo  that  of  a  40  gallon  cask,  of  a  green 
color,  oblong  in  shape,  worn  to  as  smooth  surface 
as  a  globe  and  ricarly  as  lieav_v  as  the  same  quan- 
tity of  lead  would  be.  Consequently  the  moving 
of  them  was  very  laborious  v.'ilh  no  angles  to 
clasp,  no  crovv'bars  at  hand  and  having  from  S  to 
10  feet  in  depth  to  move  before  we  reached  "paying 
dirt,'"  tlie  thermometer  standing  at  IIS  in  the 
shade  from  10  to  3  o'clock.  All  these  things  com- 
bined will  give  some  idea  of  the  fun  of  gold  dig- 
ging. There  being  no  statute  laws  the  miners 
organi.ied  a  code  based  u'pon  Judge  Lyr.ch. 
Among  I'lese  laws  were  tho.-e  afilcting  titles  to 
"claims."  A  plot  10  feet  wide  running  back  5') 
feet  towartl  the  mouniaiu  constituted  a  ''claim." 
A  tool,\vorn  out  slnivel,  or  other  thing,  placed  t'nere 


nier  of  1S4S.  "one  Hudson  obtained  s<Mne  $zo,ooo  in  six. 
weeks  from  a  canyon  between  Coloma  and  the  American  Mid- 
dle fork,  while  a  boy  named  Davenport  found  in  the  same 
place  seveiUy-seven  ounces  of  pure  gold  one  day  and  ninety 
ounces  tlie  next."  John  Sinclair,  at  the  junction  of  the  North 
and  Middle  branches,  "displayed  fourteen  pounds  of  gold  as 
the  result  of  one  week's  wo'-k  with  fifty  Indians,  using  closely 
woven  willow  baskets,"  lie  ,ecuved  Si6,ooo  in  five  weeks. 
One  bar  aloiie  on  the  Middle  Fork  yielded  over  jir,ooo,000,  anil 
yet  in  spite  of  these  figures  "the  unfortunate  far  outnumbered 
the  successful." 
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constituted  a  title;  no  one  thought  of  disturbing  a 
claim  as  long  as  the  tool  la\'  there.  A  claim  being 
%vorkcd  was  the  "hole."' 

We  finally  pitched  our  tent  upon  a  beautiful  little 
plateau  formed  originally  by  a  land  slide.  A  sjiring 
of  very  cold  water  was  near  by.  While  we  were 
a.t  work  in  our  first  hole,  a  eompanv  from  Ver- 
:nont  came  to  the  bar  and  struck  in  a  claim,  sank 
a  well  hole  dov/n  to  the  bed  rock  and  left  it.  We 
had  to  pass  by  it  on  our  way  Irom  our  hole  and  I 
finally  threw  an  old  shovel  in.  It  lay  there  sevei'al 
weeks  undisturbed  and  when  we  had  exhausted 
our  job,  three  of  our  company  including  mvself  as 
the  fourth  decided  to  strike  into  this  abandoned 
hole — here  I  shotdd  say  that  our  company  of  eight 
— the  othei-s  not  yet  arrived — had  divided  into 
three  scpiads.  It  took  us  all  tlie  forenoon  to  clcar 
out  the  hole  of  tl\e  boulders  and  debris  which  had 
been  thrown  in  from  tlie  adjoining  claims.  .\.fter 
dinner  we  began  washing- ])ay  dirt.  I  shoveled, 
another  carried  to  the  water,  while  a  thii'd  was 
working'thc  "  rocker."  I  laid  bare  a  piece  of  gold 
while  shoveling  the  second  pailful,  about  one  arid 
one-half  inches  long  and  oi;cdialf  to  three-fourths 
of  an  inch  wide  and  one-eighth  of  an  inch  thick, 
holding  it  up  and  hallooing  to  the  boys  if  they 
knew  what  that  was.  We  did  not  tool  away  much 
time  th.'it  afternoon  and  carried  home  at  night  12 
ounces  ijf  dust  worth  then  $10  per  ounce  or  $192 
for  the  half  day's  work — pretty  fiir  wages.  But 
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after  taking  out  the  oflscts  the  profits  were  mate- 
rially  reduced.  In  the  first  place  it  took  ns  one- 
half  of  oiir  time  to  get  down  to  "pay  dirt,"  then 
it  cost  us  S3  per  day  to  live — nothing  was  le?s  than 
one  dollar  per  pound— and  the  scjiiad  I  was  with 
made  nearly  all  the  money.  * 

Tliat  hole  lasted  our  scpiad  through  the  season. 
We  would  take  down  a  bench  of  the  overlying  dirt 
two  feet  wide,  ten  feet  in  length  and  eight  feet  deep, 
down  to  within  a  foot  of  the  bed  rock  \vhere  we 
would  strike  "pay  dirt"  and  it  was  rich.  We 
would  carr^'  home  at  night  from  20  to  3G  ounces 
of  the  sliiiiing  metal.  I  reniember  distinctly  that 
for  the  last  two  days,  we  carried  home  one  da\-  36 
ounces  and  the  other  24-.  There  \vas  but  one  more 
bench  to  take  down  and  we  swapped  it  for  a  horse 
to  pack  c>ur  comfiincd  .-u.cumulatious  d«.nvn  to  Sac- 
r:tniciicO,  it  beiiig  afioui"  iinie  ror  the  wmlcr  storms, 
with  snov','  and  rain,  to  set  in.  A  big  snow  storm 
was  liable  to  come  on  and  shut  us  in  the  moun- 
tains for  the  winter,  v."hich,  without  a  good  stock 
c^f  pr(.)V!sions  was  not  a  pleasant  outlook;  besides 
our  partnership  expired  in  October  and  we  must 
go  to  Sacramento  to  settle  up  and  divide.  Run- 
ning through  the  hole  was  a  smaller  hole  about  the 
size  of  an  inch  augur,  hteraUy  cramed  full  of  clean 
pure  gold  which  rctjuired  no  washing,  in  flakes 
looking   almost  precisely  like  ripe  encumber  seeds. 

*"  Last  Saturday,"  wrote  Dr.  Ilalsoy  to  his  wife  from  the 
Big  Bar  en  ScpteniLier  i8th,  "  we  diviiled  what  we  had  dug  and 
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We  would  get  from  ten  to  twelve  ounces,  out  of 
that  vein  every  bench  we  took  down. 

Our  success  was  soon  licrakled  down  to  Sacra- 
mento and  Sau  1-Vaiicisco  and  miners  flocked  in 
VHitii  we  had  a  village  there  of  several  hundred. 
The  foot  of  the  bar  was  made  up  almost  entirely  of 
the  large  boulders  above  described.  The  bed  rock 
as  it  showed  at  the  edge  of  the  stream  vras  cvi- 
denth-  cup  shaped  declining  back  from  the  water. 
1  proposed  that  one  squad  strike  in  there,  but  the 
work  requisite  was  too  formidable  the  others 
thought.  I  offered  to  be  one  of  three  to  give  the 
company  one  ounce  a  day  for  my  time  and  take 
my  chances,  but  no  one  would  join  me.  A  com- 
pany of  sturdy-  Pennsylvania  Dutchmen  started  in 
there  and  took  out  gold  in  enormous  quanti- 
ties. They  worked  tliere  four  weck'^.-md  ])u!lcd  out 
for  home  suyir.g  ihcy  had  all  tlic  gold  tlicy  wanted. 
You  can  rest  assured  1  did  so'.ne  scolding  as  nvcII  .as 
laughing  at  our  men.  The  bed  rock  shelved  back 
from  the  stream  rapidly  making  a  large  rece])t:acle 
for  the  heavy  metal  to  drop  in. 

I  worked  as  hard  as  anyone,  although  not  obliged 
to  do  so  according  to  our  contract.  1  hung  niy 
"shingle"  outside  our  tent,  had  a  naval  medicine 
chest    of  drugs  and  instruments,  and  did    quite   a 

jiiy  sh;'ire  was  a  fr.ictijn  over  fifty-one  ounces,  which  st  ?20  per 
tie  ounce  amounts  to  ?i,020.  Thi:,  gives  me  just  Su.50  for 
every  day  I  have  been  in  the  mines,  clear  of  all  expeiisei,  and 
I  know  we  have  worked  as  hard  as  any  other  company." 
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professional  business.  One  case  I  shall  never  for- 
get. A  tall,  straig-lit,  noble  looking  German  came 
into  the  tent  one  day.  By  motions—he  could  not 
speak  English— I  understood  his  cars  were  atfault; 
on  looliing  in  I  could  seen  an  obstruction.  Making 
a  dish  of  soap  suds  anci  with  a  glass  s^-ringe  1 
took  out  of  each  ear  a  wad  of  figured  calico  cloth 
nearly  as  large  as  the  end  of  my  thiunl-).  Warmer 
expressions  of  delight  than  those  he  exhibited  I 
never  witnessed.  He  di-ew  out  a  bag  of  gold  dust, 
tlirew  it  upon  my  medicine  chest  as  much  as  to  say 
"Take  what  you  please,  if  it  is  all."  I  weighed  out 
two  ounces  whicli  was  as  much  as  my  conscience 
would  allow;  thirty-two  dollars  for  syringing  out 
a  man's  ears  seemed  enough,  but  he  was  not  satis- 
fied and  asked  the  entire  company  to  go  to  a  liq- 
uor tent  close  by  and  tal.e  drinks  all  around  v,  hich 
cost  liim.  .':-l  p.-T  lic.'K.l  or  -Sn  in  all.  1  sU|J;10sc  be  liad 
been  in  the  militarv  service  in  Germany  nnd  stuffed 
his  ears  in  order  to  get  his  discharge. 

We  took  turns  of  a  ^veek  each  as  cook.  The  style 
of  living  was  quite  primeval.  The  kitchen  appa- 
ratus consisted  of  a  eanip  kettle,  cofice  pot  and 
fryin.g  pan;  the  kettle  answered'for  a  boiler,  baker 
and  stewer.  We  freighted  in  a  tierce  of  i)ork, 
dumped  it  on  the  ground  under  an  oak  tree,  covered 
it  with  old  eolTce  sacks  where  it  lay  xnitil  used  up, 
the  last  portion  as  sweet  as  the  first.  Fresh  meat 
hung  up  in  the  shade  would  not  spoil  but  dry  up 
as  hard  as  our  dried  beef  here.  Pork,  fresh  beet  or 
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mutton,  flour,  corn  meal,  dried  apples  and  onions 
\\"cre  our  articles  of  diet  and  all  a  dollar  per  pound. 

We  had  as  light  and  palaiabk-  bread  as  I  ever 
saw,  baked  every  day.  We  saved  a  bit  of  thcdon'.;li 
for  lightening;  the  next  day's  bateli,  adding  the 
surplus  grease  from  our  fiied  pork.  I  committed 
an  error  while  acting  fis  cook  that  caused  great 
fun  for  the  boys  for  a  long  time  after.  I  thought 
to  surprise  them  at  dinner  by  getting  up  an  old 
fashioned  lioilded  Indian  puilding  such  as  m\ 
mother  used  lo  make  occasionally  at  our  home  in 
Kortright.  I  stirred  up  a  measure  of  corn  meal  in 
cold  water — tl'at  was  the  err(n' — put  in  dried  ap- 
ples as  fruit,  tied  it  up  in  a  white  sheet  and  got  it 
over  .the  fire  in  the  camp  kettle  about  11  o'clock 
while  preparitig  the  balance  of  the  dinner  and  then 
called  the  boys.  After  disponing  of  v.-hat  there 
was  on  tlic  t.il)!c  tliey  staiied  to  Unve.  I  told 
them  to  v/ait  as  I  had  a  desert ;  then  went  out  to 
the  fire.  l;rought  in  my  pudding  bag  anticipating 
the  cx]Dress;ons  of  delight  th.ev  AX'oidd  m.ake  when 
the  delicious  di^h  w;is  revealed.  It  tlid  look  invit- 
ing when  I  rolled  it  out  on  tlie  tin  plate,  but  tc;  my 
astonishment  wlien  I  cut  doviu  the  centre  and  tl\e 
two  halves  rollcil  apart  the  inside  was  as  dry  as 
though  it  had  never  been  wet  up. 

There   wa<:    iinother  bar  across  the  sti'cam  just 

below  us  on  which  one  of  our  s(|uads  proposed  to 

start   a    hole.     How    tc>   get    across   \vas   the    first 

(iuestion.     .\    large   pitch    pine   tree   stood    on    the 
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bank  on  our  side,  about  three  feet  in  diameter. 
Norton,  who  was  a  stout,  two  fisted  Ypnkee,  well 
accustoni.ed  to  the  axe,  i^aid  he  woukl  cut  it  to  tall 
across  for  a  foot  bridge.  He  took  his  a.\c  after 
dinner  and  in  about  rui  hour  he  came  back  to 
the  tent  sayitig  he  had  had  enough  of  that  job. 
I  asked,  "  How  so  ?  ''  lie  replied  tha.t  he  had  done 
his  best  and  only  succeeded  in  getting  out  the  first 
chip,  the  tree  being  so  full  of  pitch  that  it  cut  like 
lead. 

About  that  time  or  soon  after  a  conipan}-  of  -10 
miners  organized  to  cut  a  canal  across  the  base  of 
the  opposite  Ijar  for  the  purpose  of  turning  the 
whole  channel  of  the  stream  and  thus  laying  liare 
and  dry  about  100  rods  of  the  original  bed.  One 
of  the  company,  a  last  year's  miner  from  Ore- 
gon, gave  it  as  Ins  opini(.,)n  that  In  a  deep  liole  just 
at  ilic  hc.-ul  of  tin-  bar,  cut  out  of  the  bed  rock  by 
the  \vater  dropping  over  a  fall  of  several  feet,  was  a 
large  amount  of  gold.  What  gave  assurance  of 
the  truth  of  the  opinion  was  that  at  the  head  of 
the  falls  where  the  water  was  sludlow  but  swift, 
scales  oi  gold  could  be  seen  in  large  quantities  in 
the  scams  and  crevises  of  the  bed  rock,  but  the  cur- 
rent was  so  swift  that  it  was  impossible  to  secure 
them  when  dug  out  with  a  knife. 

The  })roposed  canal  was  .about  forty  rods  long. 
They  needed  a  foot  bridge  and  hired  a  man  to  chop 
down  the  pine  Norton  had  assailed  for  eight  dol- 
lars; he  worked  all  day  and  gave  up  the  job,  but 
I'C.  f 


TURNING    THE     RIVER     IN     VAIN. 

was  induced  to  continue  by  liberal  offers  of  pay; 
^'e  worked  steadily  for  a  week  and  with  the  coni- 
bined  assistance  of  the  con)T)any,  on  the  Sunday 
following  succeeded  in  felling:  it.  As  incredible  as 
this  may  seem  it  is  literally  true ;  t!ie  character  of 
the  timber  and  the  man  having  notliing  but  a  sin- 
gle axe  for  the  ^^•ork  make  the  unreasonableness  of 
the  story  mateiially  modified  even  to  a  skeptic. 
But  what  detracts  from  the  romance  of  the  under- 
taking is  the  fact  that  the  resnlt  wa.s  almost  a 
complete  failure ;  they  spent  the  entire  season  and 
turned  the  entire  stream  very  completely;  pumped 
out  the  deep  hole  and  secured  two  or  three  bushel 
of  fish;  not  an  ounce  of  gold  in  it.  But  just  at 
the  foot  of  tlie  hole  they  found  a  large  mass  of  gold, 
the  balance  of  the  bed  not  showing  any  pay  dirt. 
'J'hey  were  a  sorrv  lonking  comp-any  ar.d  li;id  the 
syiMjiathy  <>!  tlie  criLirc  sei  ilcincni.  The  '.wiier 
coming  from  the  snovr  cayipcd  mountains,  in  sigl;t 
and  estimated  to  be  30  miles  away,  was  very  cold, 
almost  ice  water,  too  cold  for  b:ithing  and  well 
stocked  with  fish  similar  to  our  trout  but  without 
speckles. 

Sunday  was  recognized  as  a  day  of  rest  froni 
digging  but  used  as  washing  da  v.  From  10 
A.  M.  to  3  v.  .\r.  was  a  period  of  rest  in  consetpience 
of  the  extreme  heat;  the  reiiection  of  heat  from 
the  high  barren  rocky  mountains  v/as  simjily  ter- 
rific; the  thL-rmomelcr  ranged  dailv  at  IIS.  .\ 
piece  of  iron  left  in  the  sun  could  not  be  held  in  the 
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hand;  about  10  the  norLh-west  trade  wind  would 
start  up  so  that  under  covei'  or  shade  one  would 
be  very  comfortable  while  quiet;  the  nights  were 
deliciously  cool  requiring  a  pair  of  woolen  blankets 
for  comfort.  * 

We  ]>acked  our  valuables  onto  the  old  gray  horse 
and  bidding  goodin-e  to  the  diggings  started  for 
the  top  of  the  mountain,  which  we  reached  just 
after  dark.  We  arrived  at  the  Sutter  sawmill,  now 
called  Coloma,  the  second  day  after  wlien  we  con- 
cluded to  stop  and  "divide"  up  as  some  of  the 
number  wanted  to  go  back  into  the  dry  diggings. 
We  reached  Sacramento  about  0  p.  .\r.  When  we 
left  there  in  Jmie  the  lown  had  no  buildings  or 
streets  and  only  a  few  tents.  Xow  we  found  in 
October  solid  blocks  of  buildings  of  two  and  three 
stories,  more  like  p.roadwny,  ?\cw  V(>rk,  than 
when  v;c  s;tv/  it  last  with  sirccLS  open  and  huik 
up  in  all  directions,  and  a  population  of  10,000. 
Could  it  be  possible?  Yes!  it  must  be  true;  like 
Rip  Vati  Winkle  we  had  been  spending  our  lives  as 
it  were  in  a  sleep,  ami  had  just  been  aroused  to 
fmd  the  world  so  completely  changed  as  to  make 
us    strangers   in    it.     Such    were   my   feelings    that 

*  ]n  a  letter  written  during  his  last  illness,  in  reply  to  inqui- 
ries fruni  nie.  Dr.  Halsey  said:  "There  was  a  place  below 
us,  and  as  I  suppoicd  near  the  confluence  of  the  stream  with 
the  other  branch  called  Spanish  iJar.  I  am  inclined  to  think 
the  place  now  known  as  Murderer's  Bar  is  the  same.  Where 
we  were,  on  the  Big  Bar  of  the  Middle  Fork,  was  supposed  to 
he  about  ten  miles  above  the  junction  with  the  North  Fork.'' 
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night,  and  it  was  days  before  1  could  locate  old 
Jand  marks,  so  as  to  realize  I  liad  ever  been  in  the 
place  before. 

It  was  my  inteuLiou  to  open  an  office  and  prac- 
tice my  profession  at  Sacramento,  but  on  looking 
over  the  grounrl  I  was  simph'  amazed  to  see  the 
number  of  doctors'  shingles  hanging  out.  I  act- 
u.nlly  think  one  would  have  been  s:ifc  to  call  evei'y 
other  man  he  met  doctor;  he  ^voukl  get  an  ailirm- 
ativc  answer  and  in  truth.  1  %vas  ashamed  to  let 
myself  be  known  as  a  physician.  As  a  consequence 
I  decided  to  go  to  San  P^rancisco  and  look  about. 

1  have  overlooked  a  matter  in  its  proper  order. 
As  previoush-  stated  our  company  organized  with 
a  capital  of  $4,000;  when  we  reached  the  diggings 
our  funds  exccfit  the  outht,  tools,  camp  equipage, 
etc..  ^verc  exhrusicd  nnd  \\  e  owed  $120'>,  of  Avhich 
$10')  is  sti'l  unpaid.  We  ^avc  a  r.ote  for  th;\t 
amount  in  Sacramento,  but  on  our  return  to  the 
city  we  wei-c  imable  to  tind  the  owner  after  making 
a  diligent  search.  I  took  passage  for  San  Fran- 
cisco on  the  first  down  trip  of  the  first  steanaboat* 
that  was  put  on  the  Sacramento  river.  It  was  a 
tlat  bottom  scow  with  two  small  engines,  one  to 
each  wheel  with  no  deck  cabins  or  otht-r  conven- 
iences. At  the  Bay  we  v.cre  put  aboard  a  sloop  for 
the  balance  ot'  the  trij),  the  steamer  not  being  s:ife. 

*Of  the  first  stcamtr  on  this  liver,  lJ;incroft  says  :  "  On  the 
15th  of  August,  1849,  *  scow  was  launched  and  two  days  later 
the  George  Washington,  the  first  riv^r   steamtsoat   of  California 
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ArriYing  at  San  Francisco  I  was  again  aston- 
ished at  tlic  marvelous  change  since  leaving  it  four 
months  before.  A  veritable  city  of  15,000  inhabi- 
tants liaci  sprang  up  with  towering  blocks  of 
buildings,  many  of  which  \voul(I  vie  wiLh  those  of 
that  time  in  Broadway,  New  "^'ork ;  where  there 
was  water  v.-ere  now  clocks  covered  with  buildings 
and  still  being  pushed  out  farther  into  the  biiy ;  a 
teeming  busy  throng  filled  the  streets  bordering  on 
the  water.  I  found  the  same  state  of  affairs  as  to 
the  number  of  doctors*  signs.  I  wasnegotiiiting  to 
Lake  an  interest  in  a  drug  store  as  a  practitioner 
when  it  was  annotmced  through  the  papers  that 
the  stock  of  provisions  v.-as  rapidly  diminishing 
and  none  were  known  to  be  on  the  way.  Flour 
■jvimped  from  $50  to  .'^120  per  barrel  at  once  and 
every  thiiig  else  in  the  eatable  line  went  up  in  the 
same  prc>i-'ortion. 

The  condition  was  any  tiling  but  a  pleasant  one, 
I  looked  the  matter  c>\er  very  carefully  and  fmally 
decided  th.at  I  coidd  go  home  and  return  tlie  next 
spring  for  less  money  ih.'ui  it  would  cost  me  to 
sta^'  there.  One  of  our  compimy,  Ca])tain  Norton, 
was  intending  to  take  the  next  steamer  for  Panama 
and  home  and  1  decided  to  accompany  him.  While 
pireparing  for  the  journey  we  came  across  the 
Vermont  party  whom  1   h.ave  mentioned  as  aban- 

arrived    from    Bcnecia.       In    September    the    Sacramento    was 
launcticii  a  mile  above  the  town,  and   shortly  after   arrived   an- 
other of  the  same  name,  of  scow  liuild,  which  sold  for  ^40,000.'' 
26S 


A    DECISIOK'     TO     GO     HOME. 

doning  the  hole  which  I  afterwards  held  with  an 
old  shovel;  thej'  were  also  returning  on  the  same 
\c?sel. 
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VII. 

THE    EETUllN    TKIP    TO    PANAMA. 
1849. 

The  diffcrenci.'  in  cost  of  passage  between  cabin 
and  steerage  from  Sau  Francisco  to  Panama  was 
$100.  We  clubbed  togetlier,  and  bought  some 
private  stores  and  took  steerage  tickets.  The 
vessel  made  but  one  call  on  the  trijj — at  Acapulco 
abont  half  way,  where  we  remained  one  day  and 
all  went  ashore.  Acapulco  is  bv nature  a  paradise, 
a  beautiful  little  harbor,  perfectl\'  land  locked,  the 
land  r:^ing  quite  rapidly  frmn  the  white  sandy 
beacli,  for  10  or  "lO  rods,  tk.on  descending  on  the 
opposite  side  through  a  magnificent  grove  of 
orange  and  other  trees  down  to  a  beautiful  stream 
of  clear  sparkling  water  about  twice  the  si'-;e  of  the 
OuleouL.  Here  we  all  enjoyed  the  luxury  of  a 
swim  in  tlae  clear  water.  1  cannot  remcndjcr  when 
I  enio\-ed  a  day's  outing  a?  up(m  that  occasion. 

During  my  rand^les  through  the  city  of  Acapulco 
I  came  acruss  a  pathological  curiosit}-.  I  have 
ever  regretted  loosing  its  measurements  which  I 
took  at  the  time.  It  was  a  hydroeephalous  cliild 
\\  hich,  judging  from  its  phj.'sical  developments,  was 
two  or  three  years  of  age;  the  face  h.'ul  an  infant's 
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appearance  while  the  cranium  or  slcull  was  dis- 
tended to  the  si'c  I  am  confident  of  liaU'  a  barrel. 
I  took  its  iricasure  anterior— posteriorly  ami 
laterally  over  tlie  crown,  put  the  pajier  in  niy 
pocket  where  it  disappeared  with  m_v  elotlies 
m^'Sterioush'  as  I  will  explain  farther  on. 

\Vc  raised  anchor  and  sailed  from  Aeapulco  about 
dark  the  following  evening,  and  lieing  in  a  hot 
climate  everybody  lay  on  their  blankets  oiit  on 
deck  whenever  they  eou.hl.  I  lay  down  on  the 
boiler  deck  about  in  the  centre  of  the  boat,  tlie 
deck  being  occupied  by  sleeping  men  all  around  me. 
Some  time  in  the  night  1  awoke  with  a  feeling  of 
extreme  fright,  having  the  imjiression  that  the 
passengers  charged  me  \vith  having  committed  a 
crin.ie  so  heniou-;  tliat  they  were  al)ciut  to  mob  me. 
Kriuwing  I  v/as  iiinceent  t)f  ariv  otleiiee,  1  lay 
soiVic  minutes  cndc.'u  (jring  to  e<.>!i.  vmcu  Tiiysclf  tliat 
it  was  a  delusion  of  my  ov.'u  mind,  but  the  more  1 
cogitated  over  it  the  more  iwy  fears  were  aroused, 
until  as  a  f  nal  resort  to  save  myself  I  sprang  up 
and  jumjied  dov«-n  to  the  main  deck,  sotTie  ten  or 
twelve  feet,  and  hid  in  the  water  closet  forward  t)f 
the  wheelhousc. 

From  that  time  for  nine  days  all  is  a  blank  to 
my  mind,  although  I  shall  ever  retrdn  the  impres- 
sion, \^■hich  proved  incorrect,  that  I  left  the  closet 
and  on  reaching  the  deck  met  Henry  Wright  who 
was  among  the  passengers  and  is  now  living  in 
Walton,  a  man  v.dioiti  all  our  older  |)oojdc  will 
L'Tl 
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remember  as  liavliig  formerly  lived  here*  univer- 
sally respected  and  recop^nizcd  as  a  man  of  unim- 
peachable integrity.  AI\'  reasons  for  thus  speaking 
in  complimentary  terms  will  soon  be  apparent. 

ATy  impression  was  that  I  had  told  Mr.  Wright 
my  gold  dust  bags  were  in  the  water  closet,  and 
requested  h.im  to  take  care  of  them  .  Fortunately 
for  friend  Wright  and  myself  the  traditional 
honesty  of  the  sailor  was  our  salvation  from  an 
unpleasant  situation.  My  old  friend  Norton 
informed  me  after  I  had  passed  the  crisis  and 
recovered  consciousness,  that  the  morning  after  my 
attack,  he  found  me  alone  in  the  cabin  with  a  pair 
of  blankets  over  m_v  shoulders  and  no  other  cloth- 
ing, not  even  a  shirt,  on.  He  asked  me  wluit  was 
the  matter  and  I  replied  "Nothing.  "  "But  where 
is  your  clotliing?"  I  ivplied,  "I  caine  ai)Oc)rd 
without  any.  '"  "  Wliere  is  _\-our  money,  he  a'-K"ed'" 
and  my  reply  %vas    "Mr.  Wright  has  it." 

After  getting  me  in  bed  and  calling  the  sliip  sur- 
geon, he  looked  up  Ivlr.  Wriglit,  sa3'ing,  "1  sti'ppose 
you  will  take  good  care  of  his  money."  "I  have 
no  knowledge  of  his  moTiey,"  Mr.  Wright  ans- 
wered, "I  have  not  seen  it."  Norton  said  :  "Flal- 
se^'  just  told  me  he  informed  you  where  it  was  and 
asked  you  to  take  care  of  it."  "  It  is  a  mistake.  I 
have  not  seen  Halsey  and  know  nothing  whatever 
of  his  money." 

*  A  son  of  Roswell  Wright,  the  early  merchant  of  Mala  and 
Mill  Streets,  Unadilla. 
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During  the  da3'  the  mate  of  the  vessel  gave  out 
notice  that  one  of  the  sailors  while  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duties  h:id  found  some  bags  of  gold, 
which  the  owner  eoidd  have  Viy  jiroving  ov/ner- 
ship.  Norton,  familiar  with  these  bags,  was  able 
to  obtain  them,  thus  freeing  Air.  Wright  from  the 
charge  I  should  have  entertained — that  he  had  my 
moTicy — had  the  senior  been  a  dishonest  man  and 
kept  the  gold. 

The  morning  of  the  tenth  day  from  the  day  of 
my  attack  of  sickness  the  steamer  cast  anchor  in 
Panama  bay.  The  rattle  of  the  chain  as  the  an- 
chor was  run  out  arcH;sed  me  to  consciousness.  I 
can  never  forget  the  feelings  with  which  I  looked 
around,  bewildered  and  amazed,  unable  to  account 
for  my  condition  and  surroundings,  ;mab1e  to  lift 
ii  linger  even.  I  could  only  apjK-al  tu  the  good 
.'ingil — Xorlou —v.'It)  wos  sl.andi'.;g  o\'cr  me,  fi.vr  an 
explanation.  I  v:as  carcfidly  swung  into  a  ham- 
mock over  the  side  of  the  vessel  and  thence  into  a 
small  boat  and  got  ashore.  Then  they  placed  me 
uj)on  the  sand  outside  the  v.-all  of  the  city  where  I 
lay  for  an  hour  or  more,  until  Xorton  could  go  into 
tlie  town  and  secure  a  room  at  the  .\merican 
Hotel.  1  was  there  tv.-o  weeks,  hovering  between 
life  an.d  death  until  I  secured  a  physician  from 
Xew  Orleans,  who  with  his  family,  was  on  his  way 
to  the  new  Eldorado  and  was  stopping  at  Panama 
to  recui)erate  his  jvarse,  which  had  been  depleted. 

He  prescribed  30  grains  of  quinine  to  be  taken  in 
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10  grain  closes  at  intervals  of  two  hours,  thus 
taking  30  grains  in  three  hours,  an  amour.t  wliich 
no  physician  t\t  the  North  would  dare  to  prescrihc. 
It  unqucstioixabl^-  saved  my  life.  I  was  wholly  un- 
conscious ro>r  the  next  21  hours.  When  the  effect 
wore  oft  my  fever  was  banished  but  I  was  as  help- 
less as  an  infant.  His  after  treatment  did  not  suit 
me  and  at  the  tenth  visit  I  dismissed  him,  paying 
for  his  services  SlOO  with  thanks  for  his  good  in- 
tentions. After  a  few  days  I  became  satisfied  that 
1  could  not  get  any  strength  in  Panama,  but  must 
get  across  the  Isthmus  into  a  cooler  climate.  I 
made  a  bargain  with  four  riatives  to  put  me  into  a 
hammock,  sling  it  on  a  bamboo  pole  and  take  me 
across  to  Cruces  "  on  the  Chagres  Kiver  for  twenty 
dollars. 

We  started  in  the  niorniiig,  but  when  a  mile  or 
two  on  our  w:iy  and  in  a  dense  lorest,  the  n;i.tives 
laid  me  down  and  refused  to  go  further  without 
more  pay.  Here  again  I  was  cared  for  and  pro- 
tected by  my  dear  friend  Norton,  except  tor  whose 
presence  and  prompt  action  1  shotild  doubtless 
have  been  left  to  the  wild  beasts,  or  death  from  ex- 
posure, if  not  actually  murdered.  Norton  is  a 
large,  muscular  man,  with  the  courage  of  a  lion, 
though   as    gentle  and    kind    in   disposition   as   a 

*  Cruces  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlements  on  the  American 
continent.  In  the  days  of  Spanish  rule  large  quantities  of 
silver  in  ingols  were  often  stored  there.  Tlie  place  was  cap- 
tured by  Admiral  Drake  in  the  fifteenth  century.  Morgan,  the 
buccaneer,  captured  it  in  the  seventeenth. 
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lamb  when  not  aroused.  He  was  the  owner  of  a 
double  barrelled  shot  gun,  \\hich  he  had  token  to 
California  aiul  thoui^ht  ^o  much  of  that  he  bi  ought 
it  baek.  His  hair  was  very  long  with  full  uncut 
beard,  which  hu.ng  down  in  front  to  his  waist,  al- 
together giving  Iiini  a  leonine  appearance  not  to  be 
trilled  with.  When  the^'  laid  me  down  he  dre\\'  the 
cover  otf  his  gun,  cocked  it,  deliberately  stepped  in 
front  of  the  rascals,  v.-ith  the  most  savage  look  im- 
aginable— I  can  sec  it  now — and  with  his  gun  at  his 
shoulder  ready  to  fire,  ordered  them  to  pick  me  iip. 
Tiie  cowered  fellows  sullenly  complied  and  we  had 
no  further  trouble. 

We  arrived  at  Cruces  after  dark  on  the  second 
day.  I  was  refused  admission  to  a  hotel  kept  by  a 
Yankee  on  account  of  my  coiulition,  the  proprietor 
fearing  I  lirul  a  contagiousdiserise,  l)ut  vrasnllov.H'fl 
to  l^.'l^s  the  night  in  an  out  br.ilding  on  a  pile  c>f 
dry  hides.  T  never  passed  a  better  night  of  sweet 
sleep,  and  in  the  morning  walked  unaided  into  the 
hotel  and  relislied  a  breakfast  of  sugar  cured  ham, 
soft  boiled  eggs  and  coiTce,  bought  a  bottle  of 
sherr3'  wine,  chartered  a  dug  out  and  started  for 
Chagres,  where  I  was  put  aboartl  a  steamer  bound 
for  New  York. 
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1848-185  0. 

As  soon  as  we  got  undci'  way,  a.nd  struck  the 
noii:h-\YOst  trade  -viiiid,  the  effect  vipon  me  was  like 
magic.  A  glass  of  lemonade  could  have  been  no 
equivalent  in  relieving  thirst  to  that  cool,  delicious 
wind.  I  sat  on  deck  and  took  it  in  with  more  relish 
than  I  ever  drank  any  iced  beverage  on  a  sultry 
day  in  August.  Every  breath  I  took  added  new 
life  and  stimulation  to  every  nerve  and  muscle  like 
electricity.  ^Ty  c'jipctite  bccar-ic  almost  uncon- 
trolable.  About  an  hour  before  the  opening  of  the 
dining  room  I  would  seat  myself  at  the  door,  the 
first  one  to  enter  and  Uist  to  leave  the  table.  It 
was  on  that  vessel  I  found  my  relish  for  the  to- 
mato ;  it  had  always  been  a  disagreeable  article  to 
me,  but  one  day  the  stewardess  brought  out  a  pan 
of  them  and  put  them  in  one  of  the  small  boats 
which  hung  at  the  davits.  They  looked  so  inviting 
that  I  reached  over  and  took  one.  I  bit  into  it  and 
a  more  luscious  fniit  never  passed  my  lips. 

The  voyage  was  a  very  pleasant  and  uneventful 
one.  Wc  stopped  at  Kingston  on  the  Island  of  Ja- 
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maica  for  one  da^'.  I  went  on  shore  and  while  slit- 
ting in  a  hotel  a  native  seeing  me  very  shabbily 
dressed — and  by  the  way  my  clothing  aboard  tlie 
vessel  coming  down  the  i'aciiie  was  never  tonnd;  f 
suppose  I  mnst  have  thrown  it  overboard  after 
taking  out  my  gold  dust*  and  placed  it  where  the 
sailor  found  it,  other  passengers  had  contribu- 
ting to  cover  my  nakedness — approached  and  asked 
me  if  I  did  not  wish  to  buy  some  clothing.  That 
being  my  object  in  going  ashore  I  replied  in  the  af- 
hrmative.  He  offered  to  take  me  to  a  shop  and 
^vithout  thinking  I  started,  not  even  saying  a  word 
toXorton  who  was  sitting  ncarl)y.  The  man  led  me 
into  several  streets  and  finally  through  a  narrow  al- 
ley into  another  street  where  the  shop  was  situated. 
When  he  cntercfl  that  alley  the  thought  struck 
mc,  suddenl_\',  tliat  he  Iia<l  evil  intentions.  ()v/iiig 
to  the  laet  tliat  Kingston  v.tis  renowned  h/r  tlie 
disorders  committed  by  its  villainous  population,"!' 
I  telt  that  I  was  in  a  dangerous  predicament.  But 
it  woidtl  not  do  to  show  feai\  My  only  resort  was 
to  put  on  a  bolrl,  unconcerned  a.ppearance,  keep- 
ing m_v  eyes  open..    The  alley  being  narrow  I  drop- 

*  One  of  t}ic  bags  in  which  he  brought  home  his  gold  is  still 
preserved  at  hii  home  in  Unadilla.  Froiiv  some  of  the  gold  he 
bad  two  fiMger  rings  n  ade.  Both  are  now  in  L'nadill.i  and  one 
of  tbeni  since   1850  has  been  worn  by  h;s  wife. 

t  Great  discontent  had  long  prevailed  there  ami  the  place 
was  still  in  a  distvirbed  condition.  The  liberated  slaves  be- 
tween 1S33  '^"^  1^41.  then  in  a  stnte  bordering  on  revolt,  had 
caused  the  suspension  of  cultivation  on  no  fewer  than  O^t^  su- 
gar plantations,  besides  456   otliers  where    cotTee    was    grown. 


DR.     GAIIS     L.     HALSEY'S      REMINISCENCES. 

ped  behind  him  and  kept  behind  the  rest  of  the 
way.  I  selected  my  suit  and  fortunately  had  loose 
change  enough  to  pay  the  bill,  but  no  oilier  moue^v 
in  sight. 

1  think  tliis  delayed  him  in  his  plan.  Soon  after 
we  started  back  he  asked  me  if  I  Avas  intending  to 
remain  ashore  that  niglit.  I  promptly  answered 
that  1  expected  to  do  so.  He  then  said  he  would 
be  aroimd  at  bed  time  and  see  that  I  bad  a  good 
room.  Tie  urged  me  not  to  go  to  bed  until  he 
came,  which  I  promised,  but  before  dark  I  went 
aboard  the  vessel,  believing  I  had  escajjed  harm 
once  more. 

"Wc  reached  New  York  on  Christmas  morning.  It 
was  the  coldest  day  I  ever  experienced.  I  have  no 
recollection  of  the  temperature  of  the  thermome- 
ter, but  having  come  fiireet  from  the  torrid  climate 
into  the  frigid,  the  contra^L  was  fearful.  I  stopped 
at  the  United  States  Hotel,  still  standing  in  Fulton 
Street.  Here  came  niy  first  experience  in  sleeping  in 
a  feather  bed  since  leaving  home  in  Febrviary  pre- 
vious. Sleep  I  could  not,  but  rolled  from  one  side 
to  the  otiicr  in  misery— such  is  the  power  of  habit 
— and    fmallv   j/ot  out  on    the  tloor  with  a  single 


The  owners  of  these  plantations  had  abandoned  them.  A 
more  or  less  unsettled  condition  continued  to  prevail  until  1S65, 
when  the  natives  rose  in  rebellion  and  shocking  atrocities  oc- 
curred. The  famous  Governor  Eyre  finally  supy)re3sed  the  up- 
rising, but  through  measures  so  vigorous  and  severe  that  he  was 
recalled  to  England.  Janiacia  is  almost  entirely  peopled  by 
blacks.     They  ci:>njprise  about  S7  per  cent  of  the  whole. 


"AS     ONt     FROM     THE     DEAD." 

covering  and  there  slept  like  a  log  the  balance  of 
the  night. 

Reaching  nn-  home  in  Connecticut  the  next  daj'.I 
was  receivcil  as  one  from  the  dead.  Friends  had 
had  no  word  from  me  since  my  first  arrival  at 
Panama.  From  California  not  one  letter  had  3'et 
reached  them. 

Thus  ends  a  brief  recital  of  my  adventurous 
gold  seeking  trip  to  California.  Here  I  must  refer 
again  to  the  great  obligations  I  shall  ever  rest  un- 
der to  m\-  old  friend  Capt.  XortoiT.  May  liis  days 
be  as  long  and  happy  as,  were  it  in  my  power,  1 
\vould  make  them,  with  the  full  eonseiousricss  that 
when  he  goes  to  his  last  home,  the  verdict  will  be: 
There  wn.s  a  faithful  friend  and  an  honot  :nan. 
The  world  in  inore  ways  than  I  have  personalh- 
known,  has  been  the  l)elter  for  his  having  been 
an  actor  in  lifi.-'s  grcit  drain;;.     Ciod  bless  him. 

Physically  a  wreck  and  in  no  condition  for  busi- 
ness, I  iiiade  a  visit  soon  after  my  return  to  this 
beautiful  village  for  recuperation  and  pleasure 
among  olil  friends.  Meeting  with  a  most  cordial 
greeting  and  many  requests  td  again  become  a 
resident,  and  having  nt^thing  in  Connecticut  to 
hold  me— I  had  sold  my  ]n'0}ierty  there  Ijciore  go- 
ing to  California — ;  moreover,  as  is  universally 
the  case  with  those  who  have  spent  the  whole  or  a 
part  of  lii'e  in  I'nadilla*  I  >till  h-ld    a  high  ajjpre- 

*  "One  of  the  ineaninf^s  a'^sigiied  to  Unadilla  by  local  tradi- 
tion is  "  rie.isant  Valley."     It  has  also  been  said  to  stand   for 
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elation  of  it  and  so  was  pleased  again  to  become 
a  resident,  being  in  this  appreciation  no  exception 
to  the  familiar  rule. 

Si~ime  kind  of  n  river.  The  jneaniiig  given  by  Morgan,  our  best 
authority,  is  "  liace  of  .Nleeling '',  v/hich  refers  to  the  junction 
of  the  two  streani.i.  The  v.ord  has  been  spelled  in  many 
ways.  As  in  the  Fort  Stanwi.K  deed  we  find  Tianaderha,  so 
Gideon  Ilawley  in  1753  wrote  Teyonadelhough.  Ricliard 
Smith  cites  the  form  Tunaderrah.  Other  forms  are  Cheonadiiha 
and  Deunadilla,  while  Unendilla  and  Unidealiy  are  comnion. 
Joseph  Brant  in  a  letter  to  Persefer  Carr  wrote  Tunadilla. 

"All  these  forms  resulted  from  the  white  man's  efforts  to  put 
into  writing  the  word  as  he  heard  it  pronounced  by  various  In- 
dian tribes.  Th.e  form  L"na(iilla  comes  nearest  to  the  Oneida 
dialect,  which  has  the  charm  of  greater  softness  than  the  otli- 
ers.  Stone  is  at  a  loss  to  understand  v>hy  the  pioiieeis  were 
not  content  to  accept  a^  final  the  spelling  adopted  by  an  edu- 
cated Indian  like  I'r.mt.  The  p\eient  spelling  was  adopted 
however  when  tiie  to\\n  w.13  forine<I.  In  the  Poor  Master's 
book  of  1793  the  «ord  is  written  as  wc  write  it  now. 

*'  How  long  the  name  had  been  in  ir-e  before  Hawley  used 
it,  is  of  course,  nu'itcr  of  CL>niect;jre,  lait  it  v/as  the  isarne  of  a 
place  bcfoie  it  ever  \v?s  rnpiit-d  to  a  strean!.  In  n.iSj  tlie  In- 
dians called  the  river  '  1  t;e  Iviil  '.'.liijh  t'ails  into  the  -Susque- 
hanna.' The  stream  had  obviously  at  that  time  received  no 
name.  Orii,'inally  the  name  was  at'jilied  not  only  as  now  to  the 
Unadilla  side  of  the  two  rivers,  hut  to  lands  across  them  in- 
cluded in  the  towns  of  Sidney  and  I'ainbridge.  It  was  a  term 
for  all  the  territory  adjacent  to  the  confluence  anrl  now  inter- 
sected  fiy  the  boundaries  ot  liiree  counties. 

'•  The  Unadilla  river  and  part  ui  tlie  present  town  of  L'na- 
dilla  with  perhap-,  all  of  u.  wire  Oneida  territory.  P'urther 
east  were  Mohawk  land^  The  (.)i!e!das  are  know  to  have  sold 
lands  as  far  east  as  Herkijner  and  Delhi.  Evidence,  however, 
which  Morsaii  lejjards  as  safe,  begins  the  line  of  division  at  a 
point  five  miles  east  of  b'tica  and  extends  it  directly  south  to 
Pennsylvania  makint;  Umdilla  border  lands  between  the  two 
nations.  Lands  in  several  parts  of  (Jtsetjo  country  svere  sold 
by  the  Mohawks  but  none  lay  as  far  west  as  Unadilla." — From 
"The  Old  New  Vork  PTontier";  pages  26  and  27 
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Before  retun:ing  to  Connecticut  I  bouj^ht  the  old 
Martin  Brook  corner  proj^erty  *  of  Col.  A.  D. 
"Williams.  This  was  in  tlie  spring  of  1850.  The 
property  then  embraced  what  is  now  the  Joyce 
nirnitiire  store  and  White  store  lots.  As  an  evi- 
dence of  the  growth  of  the  village  and  the  advance 
in  the  value  of  real  estate,  let  nie  say  I  paid  Col. 
Williams  SSOO  for  the  property-,  built  the  office,  the 
same  year,  and  the  barn  the  next.  The  railroad 
project  was  started  a  few  years  later  and  real 
estate  began  to  boom.  1  sold  tlie  White  store  lot 
for  S600  and  the  balance  t'or  $3500.  The  furniture 
store  lot  was  afterwards  sold  off  and  last  summer 
( 18S9  )  I  re-purchased  the  balance  for  more  than 
three  time-^  what  1  had  paid  Col.  Williams  for  tlie 
Avhole  original  tract.  It  is  now  the  most  eligible 
site  for  a  Imsiness  b-ioek,  and  will  undoubtedly  be 
so  (_)ccui)'ed  in  the  future. 

When  1  hnd  again  beconie  a  resident  in  1S50,  I 
had  and  h.ave  always  since  had  no  disposition  to 
change  until  the  hnal  change — the  common  lot  of 
all,    which  I    am    ready    to   accept    at    any    time. 

During  tlie  war  of  the  relielliou  and  just  .'irier  the 
battle  of  Aiuietamr  I   was  impelled  by  symjKith}' 

"He  also  formed  a  partnership  with  Dr.  Joseph  Sweet  and 
made  arrangements  to  erect  for  use  as  their  oface  the  building 
that  for  about  tv.enty-tive  year;  was  occujiied  as  the  post  ottice. 
Postmasters  who  served  out  full  terms  in  this  buildmL;  arc:  Mr. 
Packard,  Henry  VanDusen,  Frank  G.  Boiles,  .-Vlanson  H. 
Meeker  and  Mi!o  B.  Grcj;ory. 

t  The  baitle  of  Anttetam  was  fought  on  September  i6  and 
17th,  rS62,  by  the  L'ni'ju  army  under  McClellan  and  tb.e 
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for  tlie  poor  sufferers  from  that  terril>lc  fight  to  go 
down  to  Washington  in  company  with  Dr.  Joshua 
J.  Sweet  and  tender  m_Y  services,  gratis.  Judge 
Turner,  of  CoopcrstoNvn,  was  th.en  acting  as 
Assistant  Secretary  of  war.  He  procured  an  order 
and  forwarded  us  to  P'rederiek,  Maryland,  for  duty 
in  the  barracks  hospital  at  that  place.  I  spent 
two  Aveeks  in  charge  of  a  ward  where  were  twent}- 
or  more  poor  fellows  suffering  every  imaginable 
form  of  wounds.  I  saw  in  that  time  all  the  iiorrors 
of  war  that  I  cared  to  see.  * 

Confederates  uiider  I.ee.  More  th?.u  lOO,ooo  men  were 
engaged.  As  a  result  of  the  battle  Lee  withdrew  from  I\lary- 
land  soil  to  Virginia  and  Lincoln,  in  accordance  with  his 
promise  in  the  event  of  such  a  result,  five  days  later  issued  the 
proclamation  abolishing  slavery.  A  short  distance  from  the 
scene  of  the  battle  lies  the  city  of  Frederick,  to  which  many  of 
jMcClellaii's  9,416  wounded  men  were  conveyed. 

*  In  many  of  the  battles  of  the  v.-ar  Unadi'li  hit'  represen- 
tative.^—notably  in  those  fought  in  the  taiteni  part  of  the  field 
of  conilict.  Record?  already  printed  show  that  about  200  men 
enlisted  in  Unadilla.  Below  ace  some  of  tlie  battles  in  which 
they  fought  with  the  names  of  many  of  the  men: 

At  South  Mountain,  Sept.  1S62:  Henry  B.  Croober,  William 
J.  Place,  William  T.  .Smyth,  Marshall  A.  Grannis  and 
Laurence  A.  Bartholomew. 

At  Antietam,  .Sept.  1S62:  Charles  York,  William  J.  Place, 
Laurence  A.  Bartholomew,  Menry  B.  Crooker,  Marshall  A. 
Grannis,  William  T.  Smyth,  Alonzo  Olds,  Milo  Olds  and 
George  Hawks. 

At  Fredericksburg,  Dec  1S6.'!:  Henry  B  Crooker.  George 
B.  Jordan,  William  T.  Smyth,  .Marshall  A.  Grannis,  Milo  Olds, 
Alonzo  Olds,  Morris  Shaw,  Laurence  A.  Bartholomew,  Lewis 
S.  Nichols,  Charles  York,  and  William  J.  Place. 

At  Petersburgh,  May  1S64:  William  J.  Place,  Henry  B. 
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[Dr.  Halsey  was  asked  to  write  a  chapter  giving 
his  experience  in  the  hospitals  at  Frederick.  He 
could  not  be  induced  to  do  so.  The  entire  war 
topic  was  repugnant  to  him.  "I  always  Lei,"  he 
said  in  ISOO,  "like  using  cv.\  oath  whenever  tlie 
subject  is  brought  up."  lie  never  cordd  believe 
that  real  necessity  for  ihe  war  Avas  compatible  with 
public  intelh'genee.     He  fell  fortified  in  this  view  bv 

Crooker,  .-Vkm/.o  0!ds,  James  T  Wilkins,  M.  R,  Vandervoort, 
George  H.  Johnson,  Wesley  A.  Vandervoort,  Jaint;s  Webb, 
and  Leonard  L.  butler  (  killed  ). 

In  Eurnside's  Expedition,  Jan.  1S62:  Marsliall  A.  Granrns 
and  George  B. Jordan. 

At  Chancellorsviile,  May  1863:  P'rederick  Albright,  Alon^o 
Olds,  Milo  Olds,  Alvm  Clyde,  (  he  met  iiis  death  there  )  John 
M.  Smythe  (  also  killed  there  )  Morris  Shaw,  William  H.  Crane, 
Charles  York,  and  Laurence  A.  Bartholomew, 

At  Spottsylvr.nia,  May  1S64:  Richard  Slade,  Edmund 
Nichols,  Alor;:  )  (':d?,  Morris  Sbaw,  David  Nichuls,  Charles 
York  and  Laurence  A    Barth(jionifc-.\ . 

In  the  Seven  Days  Fight,  July  1S62:  James  Richardson  and 
Thomas  T.  Webb. 

At  .Malvern  Hill.  July  1862;  Edward  Carmichael  who  was 
made  prii^ncr  and  spent  four  weeks  in  Belle  Isle  Prison. 

At  Yorl.tuwn,  Mav  1862:  Robert  S.  Balestier  and  Thomas 
T.   Webb 

In  the  Wilderness,  May  1S64  :  Morris  Shaw,  Alonzo  Olds, 
Erastus  S.  Hawks,  Alfred  C.  Bartholomew,  (killed)  Bradford  J. 
D.  Eox  (killed)  Charles  York  and  Laurence  A-  Bartholomew. 

At  Winchester,  Sept  1864:  Alonzo  Olds,  Peter  Rogers, 
Philip  M.  Spencer,  Charles  'S'ork  and  Laurence  A.  Bartholo- 
mew. 

At  Lee's  .Surrender,  April,  1865;    were  present  Murris  Shaw, 
George  H.  Johnson,  Alonzo  Olds  and  Marshall  A.  Graunis. 
Besid.es  these   battles  the  town  was  represented   at  Cuhl  ilar- 

2s;; 


DR.     GAIUS     L.     HALSEY'S     REMINISCLSCES. 

the  success  with  which  he  had  seen  slavery  peace- 
fully abolished  elsewhere  in  the  wcnld.  England 
had  abolished  it  in  her  own  colonies  long  before 
our  Civil  War  and  v.-ithoiitlors  of  blood,  la  Russia 
millions  of  slaves  were  iVecd  without  war  and  the 
same  residt  had  been  achieved  without  domestic 
conflict  in  l>razil.  One  of  these  countries  was  ruled 
by  an  autocrat  and  two  of  the  three  comprise  in 
part   scarcely  more  than  semi-civilised  people  and 


bor  by  George  H.  Johnson;  at  Bermuda  Ilumiiec?  by  George 
H.  Johnson,  Marshal)  A  Grannis,  and  Wiiliam  J.  Place;  at 
Rappahannock  Station  by  Charles  York  and  Laurence  A.  I'ar- 
tholomew;  at  Cedar  Creek  by  George  R.  Wheeler;  at  Drury's 
Bluff  by  Ilen'y  15.  Crooker  and  Marshall  A.  Grannis;  at  Honey 
Hill  and  BuU's  Neck  by  Peter  Weidman  and  Jacob  F.  Weid- 
nian. 

At  Salisbury  Prison  t'ne  tn-.vn  wa'^  iepre?eiitcd  by  M.  K.  Van- 
dervuort  and  \V.  A.  Vandeivoori,  and.  l)y  James  Webb  who 
died  thero,  ?nd  at  Libl-y  Pri,v.)n  by  James  Ricltardson. 

Pleiiry  J.  Halslead  was  a  Sargeant  under  Generals  Stone, 
Ranks,  Rurnside  and  Rutlcr.  George  L.  Fiske  was  an  orderly 
to  General  Warren.  At  Fair  C»aks  George  S.  Joyce  was  pro- 
moted to  be  an  orderly  and  at  Gettystiurgh  he  became  a  iirst 
Lieutenant.  Frank  G.  Boiles  served  in  the  war  as  a  Second 
Lieutenant. 

Another  soldier  from  I'nadiila  \\ns  Charl-.s  C.  Siver  after 
whom  the  Grand  Army  Pojt  was  named.  Mr.  Siver  became  a 
prominent  business  man  in  Unadil'a  as  the  partner  of  Thomas 
G.  North.  He  died  all  too  soon.  His  father  was  David  Siver 
who  long  survived  him,  dying  in  May,  1S90,  after  having  lived 
here  since  iSfJO.  He  was  hehj  in  much  esteem.  He  had  come 
from  Montgomery  County  and  s--tt!ed  in  Sidney  about  1S45, 
where  at  one  time  he  v.-as  a  merchant  and  at  another  a  farmer. 
Other  sons  besides  Charles  came  with  him  to  Unadlil.iand  their 
industry  contributed  notably  to  the  welfare  of  the  village. 
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yet  they  effected  great  economic  revolutions  by 
means  entirely  peaceful. 

Xor  coi;ld  he  forget  that  slavery  in  the  northern 
States  liad  been  abolished  without  v/ai.  He  knew 
that  this  vras  not  due  to  higiicr  moral  Pcn;<e  on  the 
part  of  the  northern  people,  but  to  causes  purely 
economic.  Slavery  in  the  North  did  not  pay  and 
hence  it  was  abolished.  He  believed  this  would  ul- 
timately have  l:>een  the  result  in  the  South,  a  view 
which  tbe  tremendous  changes  wrought  in  agricul- 
tural Ipbor  by  machinery  since  the  war  has  steadily 
tended  to  confirm  in  manv  thoughtful  minds. 

When  the  war  afterwards  became  a  war  to  save 
the  Union,  and  the  Emancipation  Proclamation 
had  eliminated  slaverv  from  the  issue,  he  knew 
how  entirely  the  situation  and  the  motives  for  the 
v.';ir  had  chaiiged  ;  but  never  to  his  last  d.vy  did  he 
fail  to  iCL,ard  the  war,  in  its  immediate  oiigin,  ;:is  a 
public  iniquity  in  which  extremists  at  the  North 
and  South  alike  had  dyed  their  hands  in  innocent 
blood.  He  knew  that  secession  sentiments  were 
not  exclusively  the  jiropcrty  of  South  Carolina  and 
Mississi})pi  and  that  Abolitionists  at  the  North, 
who  have  since  been  held  in  great  honor  and  almost 
made  national  heroes,  openly  advocated  it,  long 
before  the  Southern  leaders  tied  to  it  as  a  desperate 
resort.'] 

*  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat.  Before  the  war  he  was  su- 
pervisor of  the  town  and  was  a  delegate  afterwards  to  a  State 
Convention   at    Rochester   which   nominated    a    governor    and 
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In  1SG5  I  became  interested  with  a  partner  in 
the  first  drug  store*  opened  in  the  village,  which 
finall_v  came  iato  my  hands  alone  anel  made  ncces- 
sn.ry  my  withdrawing  from  the  acti\e  yjraetice  of 
my  profession.  I-'ailirig  health  at  last  compelled 
me  to  dispose  of  the  drug  store  in  the  spring  of 
ISSS. 

Thus  briefly  have  I  reviewed  my  personal  history 
in  the  past  half  century.  Notwithstanding  its 
length  it  has  occupied  much  more  time  tlian  I  ex- 
pected when  starting  it.  Yet,  had  I  included  ail 
points  of  any  special  interest  as  they  passed  my 
mind's  eye  in  panoiamie  oi'der,  ])erha]is  1  cc»uld 
have  occupied  a  far  larger  space.  The  in-gent  wish 
of  my  children  was  the  first  inducement.  The 
pleasure  derived  from  thus  reviewing  my  life  in  leis- 
ure moments  has  been  the  fullest  comTJerisation.     If 


other  ofiicers.  He  was  in  sympathy  with  the  public  measures 
of  Samuel  J.  Tilden  ruid  bad  some  coirespondence  with  him. 
With  Sahnon  G.  Cone  and  Martin  B.  Luther  he  afterwards 
supported  in  this  region  the  Labor  and  Greenbacl^  parties  and 
in  I0S3  was  the  candidate  of  those  organizations  for  Comptroller 
on  the  State  ticket. 

*  This  store  had  been  started  a  few  years  earlier  by  Charles 
X.  Ilughston.  Before  that  the  nearest  approach  to  a  drug  store 
in  the  village  probably  existed  in  the  building  which  was  so 
long  occupied  by  the  Post  Office.  At  that  time  it  was  Dr.  Hal- 
sey's  office.  On  one  side  of  the  room  was  shelving  filled  with 
a  supply  of  necessary  drugs,  and  %vith  a  counter  and  drawers. 
The  partnership  of  1S65  was  with  Chauncey  ^lade  and  con- 
tinacd  until  January,  1S71.  Air.  Slade  during  this  period  had 
been  postmaster.  He  nov,-  removed  to  Adan)3,  Jel'.er-ion  County, 
but  his  health  failed  rapidly  and  he  died  in  Binghamton  in  1S72. 
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readers  have  been  in  any  like  proportion  graLilied, 
this  trvily  has  been  an  additional  as  ^vell  as  unex- 
pected pleasure. 

1  cannot  refrain  from  aiit-mpting  as  a  fuial  ad- 
dendum a  look  into  the  probable  and  possible  de- 
velopments of  the  next  fift3'  years.  While  I  am 
neither  a  prophet  nor  a  son  of  a  prophet,  yet  in 
view  of  what  the  past  fifty  3-ears  have  bronglit 
out  in  utilizing  and  subjeetiug  the  primary  ele- 
ments to  the  practical  benefit  of  mankind,  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  placing  myself  on  record  zis  antici- 
pating as  great  or  greater  achievements  in  the 
same  dircetion.  \Vho  vvoidd  have  called  a  man 
sane  fifty  years  ago  that  should  Iklvc  sincereh-  said 
we  would  ever  talk  with  another  living  thotisands 
of  miles  away?  or  that  one's  voice  could  be  stirred 
v.p  and  again  given  to  ano'Jier's  auditory  sense 
vears  id\er  i" 

In  viev/  of  this  and  other  equally  incredible  de- 
velopments, hov,-  long  before  the  air  v^-ill  be  as 
safely  navigable  as  the  earth  or  water?  It  is  but 
a  question  of  time  when  ])rineiples  of  eeono:ny  will 
secure  us  against  extravagant  waste  of  fuel.  The 
earth  is  fast  being  gridironed  with  railroads  driven 
by  the  consumption  of  coal,  but  only  a  small  per 
cent  of  the  heat  evolved  is  utilized.  The  other 
ninety  per  cent  or  so  is  complete  waste.  Geology 
savs  coal  v/ill  eventually  be  exhausted  and  wood 
is  alre.adv  practicalh-  destroved  as  fuel. 

The  child  is  now  living  who  will  see  heating, 
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lighting,  washing,  cooking,  etc.,  done  at  central 
points,  and  su])plies  distributed  v^herever  needed. 
He  will  also  sec  the  fact  recognized  and  generally 
adopted  that  OinuiseiL-acc  in  creating  and  develop- 
ing our  wonderlul  Universe  had  some  loftier,  more 
ennobling"  object  in  view  than  to  allow  the  few  to 
enslave  the  masses  simply  for  power  and  gain. 
God  speed  the  time  when  the  old  saying  of  Robert 
Burns,  "man's  inhumanity  to  man  makes  count- 
less thousands  mourn  '"  vril!  cease  to  bo  true. 
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IX. 

KY    CALIFCEIIIA    DIAEY. 
Feb,  12.  1849  "Nov.  11,  1849. 

[This  cliar3'  was  brought  to  ligbt  not  long  after 
the  foregoing  Reminiscences  had  appeared  in  "The 
Unadilla  Times."  Dr.  Halsey  was  urged  to  include 
it  in  the  projiosed  pamphlet,  but  made  no  definite 
reply  to  the  suggestion.  It  obvioush'  did  not  occur 
to  hi)n  that  it  would  be  interesting  to  others  than 
himself— not  even  to  mendjcrs  of  his  own  family.  I 
do  not  remember  having  ever  seen  it  before,  or 
been  informed  by  him  of  its  exisierice.  Written  as 
it  was  runicl  the  scenes  de-cribed,  the  pTopriety  of 
including  it  here  seems  clear,  .\lthough  he  used  a 
pencil,  and  more  than  fifty  3-ears  have  passed,  the 
words  are  still  as  distinct  and  legible  as  when  he 
set  them  down.] 

Feb.  12,  'VJ;  left  Plaitiville;  stormy;  staid  at 
New  Haven  till  16th  one  o'clock  i'.  m.  ;  arrived  in 
New  York  7  v.  m. 

Left  New  York  Friday  23,  at  9  o'clock  and  20 
minutes;  all  sea  sick  before  night.  Saturday  24th, 
table  vacant  prett3'  much.  Good  appetites  are 
few.  \Vind  commenced  to  blow  up  from  the  north- 
east Saturday-  night  and  continued   with  rain  till 
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S.unday  25th  at  2  o'clock  i>.  m..  when  it  changed 
into  the  south-east  and  coutinncd  a  petiect  gale 
Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Tiiursdav  ttll  9 
A.  M,  when  it  v:cnt  into  the  north-east,  or  rather 
when  we  struck  tlic  trade  winds  blowing  from  tlie 
north-east. 

_  We  are  now,  Thursday  ,>.  m.  1st  March  tripping 
It  towards  Chagres  at  the  rate  of  10  knots  an 
hour. 

Friday  2nd.  A  beautiful  day  and  going  at  a  nice 
rate;    warm  and  baltny. 

Saturday  3d.  A  beautiful  day;  we  this  day 
crossed  the  tropic  and  every  man  lias  his  coat  off; 
sun  comes  down  hot. 

Tuesday  4th.  Made  land  tliis  morning  G  o'clock, 
the  Caicas  Islands  on  our  right  and  Ti'irks  Island 
on  our  left;  a  beautiful  day,  thermometer  at  10 
o'clock  .stood  at  suramcr  heat;  shirt  sleeves  add 
summer  vests  are  out  in  j)rofusion;  had  divine  ser- 
vice on  board  to-day  by  a  lav  brother  (Mr  \p- 
pleton  )  of  New  York,  an  aged  man  who  with  two 
sons  and  two  nephews  arc  going  to  California 
after  fortunes.  Had  occasion  to  presenile  for  two 
cases  to-day  on  board. 

Monday  5th.  Another  fme  dav;  we  made  the 
pa.ssage  to-day  between  the  Islands  of  IJavti  and 
Cuba;  we  v/erc  not  near  enough  to  either  to  see 
how  they  looked  except  that  there  was  verv  hic.h 
land  on  both.  The  inauguration  of  President 
Taylor  was  observed  by  cracking  a  few  bottles  of 
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champagne  lurnished  us  by  the  gcnerosit_v  of  the 
house  of  Livingston  and  Wells  of  New  York.  It 
is  getting  very  hot  for  us  northerners. 

Wednesday  7th.  Anoihcr  line  day  and  tine  run. 
We  shah  make  Chagres  I'richu'  if  every th.irig  con- 
tinues favorable. 

Thursday  Sth.  Another  hne  day  and  v,-e  have 
made  a  fine  run.  Nothing  of  consequence  has  oc- 
curred to-day  except  an  eclijDse  of  the  moon  this 
evening.  To-morrow  we  expect  to  see  Cliagres,  be- 
ing at  4-  o'clock  to-day  but  130  miles  off. 

Fridav  9th.  Made  Porto  Bello  this  morning  and 
from  there  to  Chagres  is  thirty  miles;  the  scenery 
was  magniticent.  Arrived  off  Chagres  about  noon 
where  we  anchored  find  lay  till  Saturday  noon; 
had  fine  sport  fishing.  ^ 

Saturdc'.y  10th.  Towcd  into  harbor  this  morn- 
ing by  the  '■  Ch"us."  Left  Chagres  2  r.  .\[.  in  the 
"Oiiis"  v/hich  took  us  15  miles  up  the  river  and 
then  we  took  canoes.  Tiie  scener\'  up  the  river  is 
bcN  ond  northern  conception  in  point  of  beauty. 
The  land  must  I)e  capable  of  producing  unlimitcdly. 

Sunday  11th.  Arrived  at  (jorgona  and  ])itched 
our  tent.  The  river  is  literally  crammed  with  nice 
fish,  but  cannot  be  caught  with  a  hook;  am  not 
so  favorably  impressed  with  the  natives  here  as  at 
Chagres;  they  are  fast  learning  dishonesty  from 
the  Americans.  They  all  smoke,  women  and  all;  I 
observed  one  woman  smolcing  with  the  lit  end  in 
her  mouth. 
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Monday  12th.  Nothing  of  note  to  mention  ex- 
cept that  v/e  drew  our  seine  and  caught  a  few  noble 
fish;  but  there  arc  too  many  snag.s  to  fiyh  safely. 
Ganibliag  is  eaxried  on  here  by  some  Anic:-icans 
and  several  fools  have  losl  all  their  money  arid  re- 
turned home.  Very  hot,  thermometer  ranging 
about  100. 

Tuesday  13th.  Five  of  our  company  went  on 
to-day  with  the  most  of  our  baggage  and  the  rest 
of  us  go  when  we  get  ready.  Freight  is  from  6  to 
10  dollars  per  100  lbs.  as  ^-ou  make  your  bargain. 

Saturday  17th.  I^ft  Gorgona  for  Panama. 
Walked  to  the  half  ^\■ay  house  and  jjut  up,— the 
distance  called  frtMii  12  to  15  miles. 

Sunday  ISth.  Started  about  -f  o'clock  and 
reached  Panama  about  12;  fell  in  on  the  way  with 
a  coivipany  who  I-^od  a  dog,  and  about  two  miles 
from  the  city  it  was  taken  rabi'i,  lint  the  owner 
would  not  consent  tu  have  it  shot  till  it  had  treed 
us  all.  The  city  is  a  very  ancient  looking  pilace, 
the  buildings  being  constructed  of  stone,  the  old 
Spanish  style  with  tiled  roofs  and  surrounded  by  a 
wall  of  great  strength,  but  time  is  crumbling  it  in 
man\'  places.  The  inhabitants  are  a  mixture  of 
blacks,  Indians  and  Spaniards— an  ignorant  inof- 
fensive people,  all  Catliolics;  the  cathedral  was  a 
splendid  building  in  its  day.     .\11  people  smoke. 

May  17th.  Left  Panama  in  a  bunjo  for  the 
Panama  steamer  lying  in  the  bay  and  with  no  lit- 
tle satisfaction— such  in  fact  as  no  one  but  who 
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has  been  imprisoned  nine  weeks  in  the  same  place 
can  appreciate.  We  raised  anchor  about  12  P.  M. 
and  started  for  Francisco. 

Friday  ISth.  \Ve  are  on  cm  way,  all  a  joliy 
lookinj;  set  of  fellows.  The  ne^vs  received  from 
California  and  oiir  being  set  free  from  a  tedious  im- 
prisonment have  put  a  happ;/  look  upon  all.  Saw 
a  whale  spoitting  this  morning  before  getting  out 
of  the  bay  and  also  sharks. 

Monda\'  21st.  Nothing  of  note  since  last  date. 
Pierce  was  taken  sick  to-day. 

Tuesda}'  22d.  P.  is  quite  sick  to-day,  but  hope 
he  will  not  be  long.  We  are  getting  along  fine. 
We  were  followed  to-da^-  by  a  school  of  black  fish 
and  they  attracted  great  notice  jumping  out  of  the 
water.     They  followed  us  several  miles. 

Wcd"esd:iy  2r!d.  P.  is  about  tlic  same.  I  fear  he 
will  bo  liard  ^k-k. 

Thursday  2-1  th.  Nothing  of  note.  We  are  on 
our  wa3'  finely,  having  so  far  beautiful  weather. 
P.  is  no  better;  a  hard  place  to  be  sick  in  ;  no  at- 
tention being  paid  to  either  sick  or  well. 

Friday  2."th.  Many  a  sick  person  would  give  a 
fortune  to  be  insured  as  delightlul  weather  for  a 
sea  voyagf.  P.  is  about  the  same,  his  fever  not 
quite  as  high  as  it  has  been. 

Saturday  2Gth.  We  last  night  came  very  near 
being  lost  in  the  breakers.  Our  "look  out"  fell 
asleep  and  the  first  \ve  knew  we  were  aroused  by 
the  noise  of  the  breakers,  tlicy  being  not  more  than 
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one  and  n  half  miles  otT  and  we  going  9  or  10 
knots.  The  eaptain  says  there  is  a  serious  mis- 
take in  the  survey  of  the  coast  along  here  as  laid 
down  on  the  chart,  for  at  noou  _\esterda_v  on  tak- 
ing his  observation  and  looking  at  his  chart,  it 
made  iis  to  be  23  miles  farther  from  land  than  we 
were  which,  with  the  heedless  "look  out"  easne 
very  near  being  our  death.  We  spoke  a  little 
schooner  this  morning  bound  for  California  in  dis- 
tress. She  was  G4-  days  out  from  Pananiaand  had 
lost  four  men  from  thirst  and  4-  others  with  their 
small  boat  who  went  ashore  for  water  and  did 
not  return— for  ^^  hat  reason  they  know  not  and 
they  already'  had  the  scurvy  aboard.  We  supplied 
thera  with  water  and  getting  three  hearty  cheers 
for  it  we  parted.  Poor  fellows,  I  fear  they  will 
never  reach  their  destination.  A  fellow  ot  the 
name  of  IMcGructer,  who  came  Vvi'lIi  us  froiTi  New 
York  on  the  '"  Abrasia "  went  aboard  of  her  as 
mate  and  was  one  oi'  the  foin-  wIkj  went  ashore 
and  did  not  return. 

Sunday  27th.  We  are  passing  the  mouth  of  the 
Gulf  of  California  to-da_v  and  there  is  a  great 
change  in  the  weather.     P.  is  improving  slowly. 

Monday  28th.  We  this  morning  about  5  o'clock 
made  Cape  St.  Lucas  and  of  course  got  the  lirst 
sight  of  California,  showing  a  range  of  very  high 
mountains.  I  began  to  feel  as  if  I  was  going  to 
California  sure.  May  my  Julia  feel  as  well  and 
happy  to-day  as  I  do.  God  protect  her  while  I  am 
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absent.  P.  is  doing  well.  A  good  many  of  the 
passengers  have  their  overcoats  on — a  very  unusual 
sight  lor  the  past  four  nionths. 

Tuesday  29th.  Nothing  of  note  has  occurred 
to-dav.  We  sav/  :i  sail,  but  so  far  off  as  not  to  dis- 
tinguish. More  overcoats  are  in  good  demand. 
The  weather  is  very  cool.  P.  is  about  v^-eli.  We 
had  a  very  fine  view  of  a  whale  to-day,  being  quite 
near  and  showing  30  or  4-0  feet  of  his  length.  lie 
threw  the  water  fine. 

Wednesday  3(Hh.  This  is  the  day  fixed  upon  for 
the  United  States  and  Alexiean  governments  to 
meet  at  San  Diogo  to  eoiumence  running  the  boun- 
dary line.  We  have  the  United  States  Commis- 
sioner (Col.  Weller "  )  and  suite  aboard;  we  shall 
not  reach  San  Diego  before  day  after  to-morrow 
(  Fnday  )  v*-hicli  of  course  breaks  the  treat\',  the 
conserjiieTiecs  oi  whiih  \\  e  slial!  see.  We  have  h:id 
.•strong  head  winds  all  the  way  from  Panama  and 
lor  thelast  24-  hours  almost  a  gale  becaus'.- of  which 
wc  have  not  made  very  fast  time.  We  had  another 
fine  view  of  a  \\  hale  to-dav,  being  in  the  niit'st  of 

*John  1).  Weller  was  a  nienii>or  of  Congress  from  Ohio  from 
1839  to  lJ^45;  t)ecanie  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  an  Ohio  regiment 
in  the  Mexican  ^\ar  and  succeeded  to  its  comniand  en  the  death 
of  its  Colonel  at  Monterey.  When  Dr.  Halsey  met  him  he  had 
been  recently  apj'ointed  commissioner  to  Mexico  under  the 
treaty  of  fJuadaloupe  Hidalgo.  He  afterwards  became  a  citizen 
of  California  and  in  iSt;i  was  elected  United  States  Senator. 
Subsequently  he  was  elected  Governor  of  California  aid  in  1S60 
was  appointed  United  States  .Minister  to  Mexico.  He  died  in 
New  Or!e.-\ns  in  1S75. 
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a  school  of  tliom  spoutii^Hj  in  ever^'  direction  and 
our  cotxrse  rigliL  along  side  one,  within  I  should 
think  50  feet  of  the  vessel.  It  was  a  grand  sight 
v.'hen  he  canic  to  the  surface  throwing  the  cloud  of 
spray  and  showing  4-0  or  50  feet  of  his  length. 

Thursday  31st.  We  are  ploddhig  ak>ng  and 
shall  probably  reach  San  1  )iego  to-niorrcnv.  Saw 
plenty  of  wliaic  lo-day.  Had  the  laugh  on  4-  or  5 
of  the  passengers  who  were  in  the  habit  of  hook- 
ing from  the  galley.  The  cook  baked  a  pie  con- 
taining tartar  emetic.  They  stole  it  and  of  course 
had  occasion  to  cast  up  their  accounts. 

Friday-,  jujie  1st.  We  made  San  Diego  to-da_Y 
before  it  was  noon  and  landed  Colonel  Weller  and 
partj-,  during  which  stay  one  of  our  crew  ran 
away.  "We  lefr  al^-ut  L'  i'.  .n;.  again  and  hop-,^  to 
reach  l-'ranei.^eo  Sunday  niglil. 

Saturday  2nd.  We  foimd  this  morning  tliat  we 
were  sliort  of  cual,  but  after  looking  about  discov- 
ered several  tons  which  we  knew  nothing  of — a  cid- 
p:d)le  neglect  of  tb.e  cliief  riigineer,  I  sliould  think. 
With  prudence  and  usin.g  spars  and  otlier  loose 
stuff  about  the  vessel  we  hope  to  reach  Francisco. 
We  have  had  strong  head  winds  to-day  and  made 
Point  Conception  about  2  o'clock,  wliere  it  aUvays 
blows  a  gale,  but  we  weathered  it.  The  coast 
about  the  Point  presents  a  beautiful  prospect  of 
table  land  and  high  mountains  in  tlie  rear.  There 
is  but  little  vegetation — no  trees  except  occasion- 
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ally  a  cluster  v.'ith  patches  of  grass.  The  plains 
are  covered  with  herds  of  wild  cuttle. 

Sunda\' od.  We  have  had  to  give  up  our  berths 
to  m.'ike  fuel  for  the  engine.  With  the  aid  of  tiieui 
we  hope  to  reach  I-'rancisco  by  2  o'clock  to-night. 
"We  have  seen  an}'  quantitj-  of  wliale  to-day. 

Monday  -1th.  We  arrived  at  Francisco  about  G 
this  morning  after  burning  every  thing  loose  about 
the  vessel.  The  bay  is  a  splendid  one  and  the  en- 
trance puts  me  in  mind  of  New  York.  The  tide  v/as 
going  out  and  tlicrc  was  a  terrible  commotion  of 
the  water.  The  town  is  a  small  place  yet  but  alive 
with  persons.  We  are  not  discouraged  about  *'  the 
diggings"  from  what  we  hertr.  This  is  the  wind- 
iest place  I  ever  saw—worse  than  Unadilla  Centre. 
Wc    pitched    our    tents    .^nd    remained    here    until 

Saturday  Uth,  w]i;_-i)  wc  kit  for  the  diggings  in- 
tending to  remi!.in  at  S;icraiiienio  City  a  few  days. 
We  left  Francisco  about  5  o'clock  and  sailed  up  tlie 
bay  about  30  miles  and  cast  anchor  for  the  night. 
For  what  reason  I  know  not,  but  on  endeavoring 
to  raise  the  anchor  on  Sunda\'  10th  morning,  we 
could  not  do  it  and  were  obliged  to  cut  the  chain 
and  go  on. 

Monday  11th.  Wc  had  a  dead  calm  to-dav  and 
onh'  made  five  miles. 

Tuesday  12th.     Wc  passed  a  very  uncomfortable 

night  last   night.     It    rained    all   night  and  we  all 

werewet  throughand,  to  add  to  ourdiscomfort,  the 

calm  has  continued  all  day  and  our  provisions  are 
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getting  low.  "  I'm  going  to  Sacramento  with  my 
banjo  on  my  knee."     1  can  realize  that  song  now. 

Wednesday  ITUli.  The  calm  still  continues  and 
we  have  been  tr\-i!ig  to  warp  ny,  bui  haven't  made 
but  a  mile  or  tv^o.  I  know  not  what  wc  shall  do, 
for  starvation  is  staring  us  in  the  face.  Hurrah  I 
our  agent  Y.-ent  ashore  this  morning  and  walked  to 
a  small  ranch  and  bought  a  small  piece,  2  or  3 
pounds;  gave  tvvo  dollars  for  it  which  will  pre- 
vent our  starving  a  day  or  two  longer.  What 
makes  our  situation  riiore  h.orrible  are  the  clouds  of 
mosquitoes.  I  never  saw  mosquitoes  before  so 
large  and  _\  ou  ean.not  get  away  from  them;  everv 
man's  face  and  hands  look  like  puff  balls. 

Thursday  1-ltli.  The  wind  has  served  us  very 
well  to-day  —  at  least  until  about  three  r.  m., 
when  we  cariie  into  a  bend  in  the  river,  wlien  it 
^vas  ah.ead  iiT.d  vre  had  to  waip  again.  I'ut  just 
before  we  had  got  through  the  bend  the  wind 
caught  us  imd  awa}'  we  went  down  stream,  losing 
all  we  had  gained  and  brought  up  iit  a  tree  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river  where  we  tied  up  for  the 
night  and  I  went  ashore  with  my  blankets  and 
slept  under  a  splendid  oak  tree— tlie  first  good 
night's  rest  1  have  had  on  the  trip. 

Friday  ir)th.  By  watiiing  this  morning  a  short 
distance  we  succeeded  in  getting  the  wind  in  our 
favor  and  we  fuially  have  reached  our  destination, 
Sacramento  Citv,  composed  of  t\\  o  framed  build- 
ings and  some  200  cloth  ones  and  tents.  The  news 
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\YC  get  here  is  as  good  as  I  looked  for,  but  all  of 
onr  baggage  is  a  d'.ad  weight  pretty  much,  as  it 
will  cost  us  more  lc>  get  it  to  the  raines  (  'lO  dollars 
a  hundred  )  thari  it  is  worth  and  they  ask  4-  dollars 
a  barrel  per  inoritli  for  storing.  \Vc  shail  srll  wiiat 
we  can  and  leave  the  rest. 

Tuesday-  19th.  l-'ive  of  ns  started  to-day  for  the 
Z^Iiddle  Fork  of  tlie  .Vinerican  river  the  Vialance  re- 
maining at  Sacramento  Citj-.  We  travelled  four 
miles  and  cani})ed  f()r  the  night  under  a  splendid 
oak  tree  and  we  v>-ere  well  serenaded  by  a  pack  of 
prairie  wolves. 

Wednesday  LMUli.  We  have  had  a  day's  wallc 
in  a  broiling  sun  tlu'ough  an  oak  opening  as 
level  as  a  floor  and  have  travelled  20  miles  where 
there  is  no  water.  We  met  a  man  who  showed  us 
a  lump  of  gold  wxiglnng  41)  ounces,  trd-icn  out  a. 
ic\.v  days  since,  Wc  have  2.")  miles  to  make  to- 
morrow to  reach  Sutler's  Mill,  and  I  dread  it  for 
my  feet  are  both  Ijlistcrcil. 

Thursday  21st.  Wc  ha.vc  only  made  1  .">  miles  to- 
day over  a  hilly  road  and  have  had  hue  sport  shoot- 
ing game  along  ilie  road.  The  cotuury  is  full  of 
wild  animals,  particularly  \volves.  We  saw  four 
this  morning  within  40  rods  of  each  other.  I  sup- 
pose they  were  after  a  deer  which  was  near  them. 

Friday  22d.  We  reached  Sutter's  Mill  (  Coloma) 
about  one  o'clock  to-day  and  founil  it  like  the  other 
towns,  a  lively  place  of  cloth  houses  and  the  hot- 
test place  1  e\er  saw.  I  tliink  the  thermometer 
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stands  to-day  ISC  in  the  shade.  I  thought  l\'ina- 
ma  %vas  hot  but  this  is  ahead  of  it.  \Vc  were  dis- 
turbed last  nifjht  between  11  and  12  b^-  a  person 
wx  took  to  be  an  Indian  and  \vc  thought  best  to 
keep  watch  the  bnh'ince  of  the  night,  each  one  to 
take  his  turn  for  an  hour,  but  we  had  no  furth.er 
trouble. 

Saturda\-  23d.  We  have  been  out  to  try  our 
washer  to-da^-  and  have  washed  out  about  8  doll- 
ars— very  good  for  r;iw  hands,  I  think. 

Monday-  2r)th.  We  have  been  out  to-dav  again 
and  had  better  luck,  having  got  ?>\-  pwts.  and  3 
grains. 

Thursday  2Gth.  Started  for  the  Middle  Forkand 
arrived  on 

Thursd;iy  2>>th  ;  notliing  oecuriing  on  the  load 
worthy  of  noLc.  One  of  our  comiK'iny  Vr'cnt  out 
with  his  ()au  and  was  gone  about  tlirce  hours  and 
broughit  bade  0  pw  ts.  1 1  grains  of  gold.  1  thoug'it 
1  had  seen  a  wild,  desolate  region  before,  but  it 
was  a  mistake.  Here  we  arc  heniinf  d  in  by  tower- 
ing mountains,  the  thennonicter  from  100^  up- 
wards and  snow  in  sight. 

Friday  29th.  We  have  been  at  work  to-da_y,  at 
least  three  of  us,  and  have  done  very  well;  made  7 
ounces,  8  pwts.  and  IS  grains.  There  is  gold 
enough  here  but  it  recpiires  very  hard  ].il)or  to  get 
it. 

Saturday  30th.     We   have   done    well  indeed  to- 
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day,  having  dug,  three  of  ns,  11   ozs.  1  (>  pwts.  and 
18  grains. 

October  2Gth.  We  left  the  mines  about  the  1st 
of  October  and  ]  made  my  Avay  down  to  San 
l-'rancisco  where  it  was  m}-  intention  of  wintering, 
but  there  are  more  of  my  profession  than  patients 
and  I  shall  make  my  \vay  home  as  fast  as  possible. 

Thursday  1st  Xovemljer.  We  left  San  Francisco 
to-day  at  1  o'clock  r.  m.  and  made  the  port  of 
J^Iontere}'  the  following  diu'  about  1  p.  m.  from 
which  port  we  sailed  about  -1  p.  M.  and  have  had  a 
rain  storm  since  and  it  still  (  Saturday  3rd  )  con- 
tinues to  rain. 

Sunday  4th.  The  rain  ceased  about  10  last 
evening  v.'hen  it  cleared  away  and  the  wind  changed 
into  the  north-ui'st.  We  spread  our  sails  and  we 
arc  lunv  spccdi:ig  away  by  the  united  aid  of  wi:;-;l 
and  stearn,  l)ut  with  nothing  to  relieve  the  aggra- 
vating ennui  of  a  sc^i  voyage  except  the  western 
coast  of  California  and  Mexico  \vhieh  being  a 
dreary,  barren  waste,  gives  but  little  relief.  How- 
ever, the  cheering  thought  that  1  am  on  my  way 
and  with  good  fortune  sliall  soon  iind  dear  friends 
and  more  than  these  m\-  own  Jidia,  makes  my 
heart  leap  for  joy.     God  speed  the  vessel. 

Monday  oth.  We  made  the  port  of  San  Diego 
last  evening  where  v.e  had  to  take  in  a  new  supph' 
of  coal  which  detained  us  till  this  evening.  Our 
next  port  is  Mazatlan. 
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Tuesday  Gtli.  Nothing  of  note  except  fine  weather 
and  Nve  are  getting  into  ci  Avarnicr  chmate. 

Wednesday  7th.  I  have  had  to  witness  a  seenc 
to-day  which  I  hope  nt:ver  to  be  obliged  to  seeagain 
— a  burial  ai  sea.  The  earthly  remains  of  an  only 
son,  the  pride  of  doting  joarcnts  in  New  York,  were 
committed  to  the  mighty  deep— a  horrible  sight  to 
me.  God  grant  that  I  may  be  allowed  to  get  back 
to  mother  earth  when  I  die,  let  that  be  where  it 
will,  among  friends  or  foe;  I  care  but  little;  but 
give  me  a  tenement  in  the  bosom  of  earth. 

Saturday'  13th.  We  made  the  port  of  Mazatlan* 
about  10  A.  M.  where  ]);ssengers  were  to  be  allowed 
to  go  ashore  and  some  had  left  in. the  small  boats 
when  a  British  naval  officer  came  aboard  and 
brouglu  the  news  of  the  cholera  being  ashore  and 
oi  course  vre  \\'ere  not   permitted  to  leave. 

Snnd;l^-  lltli.  \Ve  made  the  pun  of  San  Bias 
about  10  A.  >r.  but  did  not  remain  long. 

[Here  the  diary  abruptly  ends.  Three  day's  later 
the  shij)  must  have  reached  Aca;>u!eo,  oti  leaving 
which  point  Dr.  Ilalsey  became  dangerously  ill  ol" 
iCvcr  and  for  nine  days  was  luiconscious,  as  de- 
scribed by  him  in  a  previous  chapter.  During  the 
remainder  of  tlie  voyage  home  he  was   never  al)le 

*  Mazatl.in  li'-s  at  the  entrance  to  the  Gulf  of  California  and 
had  a  population  in  iSoi  of  12,700.  Many  of  ttie  houses  are 
built  in  the  old  Ca^tilian  style.  Mazatlan  has  lost  something  of 
Us  importance  in  late  years  since  the  Pacific  railroads  were 
built.  Important  silver  mines  exist  near  the  place.  In  iSjj 
they  were  valued  at  ?2, 000, 000. 
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to  complete  these  notes  of  his  trip.  When  cigain  he 
took  up  the  iinfnnshcd  task,  more  than  forty  years 
liad  passco'  over  his  h.cad  and  when  he  finally  com- 
pleted it  he  had  reached  almost  the  end  of  his  al- 
lotted days.] 

EDITOKLVL  NOTE— ILLNESS  AND  DEATH. 

After  the  attack  of  Chagres  fever  Dr.  ILdsey 
contiriiied  through  life  a  man  in  robust  health. 
The  only  siibsccjuent  illness  he  ever  had  was  the 
last.  He  wrote  as  follows  in  a  letter  of  Januarv, 
18S6: 

"Three  years  more  bring  ine  to  seventy  years  of 
age.  I  have  good  reason  for  feeling  that  I  may  not 
reach  that  period,  and  as  time  flevelops  the  truth 
of  my  views  I  can  dispose  of  my  afl'airs  to  better 
ad^"antage  than  executors  could.  I  am  perfectlv 
aware  th.it  my  riglii  kiilncy  is  affected  with  dis- 
ease. I  have  been  eonsei'>iis  nf  it  for  two  veais 
and  have  kept  ii  measurabl\'  in  abeyance,  l:)ut  it  is 
gradually  making  progress.  I  have  lost  tlesh 
Avithin  that  time  in  very  marked  degree.  I  weigh 
less  tlian  180,  whereas  I  have  been  up  to  211'. 

"I  tell  vou  this,  not  to  alarm  you,  as  it  is  orJy 
to  be  looked  fjr  as  a  final  result  some  time  in  the 
future,  though  serious  enough  to  warn  me  to  put 
my  house  in  order.  I  can  keep  the  disease  under 
control  for  some  time  probaldy,  and  as  long  as  I 
can  do  so,  prefer  to  remain  in  business.  I  have  no 
fears  of  death  or  the  future.  With  my  children  all 
fitted  for  life  and  well  situated,  my  life  work  is  fiii- 
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ished  and  I  am  ready  to  yield  to  the  universal  de- 
mand of  nature.  I  feel  that  1  have  lived  not  wholly 
in  vain;  that  the  world  in  some  small  dcg'ree  may 
have  been  benefited.  Although  conscious  that  1 
have  not  filled  tljc  full  mea;mrc  of  wliat  might  have 
been,  want  of  training  and  guidance  after  I  was 
left  an  orplian,  is  in  a  measure  to  be  charged  with 
the  shortcomings.   1  am  thu.s  frank  with  my  bovs." 

After  the  last  chapter  of  h.is  Reminiscences  had 
appeared  in  "The  Unadilla  Times"  his  healthfailed 
alarmingly,  lie  wrote  on  Jan.  17,  1S91:  "I  have 
lost  ground  in  a  quite  marked  way  during  the  last 
week  including  the  sense  of  feeling  in  my  right  foot. 
A  little  exertion  e.xhausts  me.  To  the  Post  O'lice 
and  back  is  about  all  I  can  do.  1  feel  that  my 
worldly  career  is  nearly  ended,  though  I  hope  to  see 
tlic  Sjjring."  Three  days  later  he  wrote  in  what  is 
■[irobribh- his  last  l-'ttor ;  "  If  i  los'^  gruiuKl  as  fast 
as  I  have  lost  it  in  the  ])<'ist  two  weeks,  my  stay 
here  is  short.  1  have  nu  own  alVairs  arranged  in 
as  good  shape  as  possible,  [he  had  made  his  will 
between  the  writing  of  these  letters  and  had  writ- 
ten out  his  v.-islicsin  regard  to  the  funeral  ]  and  am 
ready  to  submit  to  the  inevitable  at  any  time." 

A  few  days  before  the  end  came,  he  was  heard  to 
say- :  "I  am  content  enough,  and  yet  I  could  have 
wished  to  visit  Fred  " — a  reference  to  his  son  Fred- 
erick A.  Halsey,  detained  at  his  home  in  Sher- 
brooke,  Canada,  by  illness  in  his  own  family.  His 
esteemed  friend  o(  many  years,  Dr.  Paris  Garner 
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Clark,  was  now  in  constant  attendance,  visiting 
him  each  da^"  and  several  time?  was  called  in  the 
late  hours  of  the  night.  During  the  last  week  he 
lust  ground  witii  nnexp'jcted  rapidit}-,  but  on  Sun- 
day. I'ehriiary  loth,  was  able  to  sit  up  and  diilate 
some  final  instructions  as  to  his  Reminiscences. 

The  end  came  on  Tuesday  the  17th.  Afteranight 
of  peaceful  .sleep,  in  tlie  caily  forenoon  of  a  beauti- 
ful winter's  day,  the  sky  blue  and  cloudless,  the 
earth  wliite  with  snow,  he  passed  av.-av  as  if  in  a 
sleep.  Among  his  "final  words  Avere  these:  "I  am 
going,  going;  but  avc  have  had  a.  happ^'  life.  God 
b-css  you  all." 

The  approach  of  dissolution,  which  he  had  noted 
with  professional  discennnent  from  week  to  week 
and  day  to  (lay  was  thus  accepted  in  the  s]")irlt  in 
which  lie  had  jjcrformed  the  duties  of  life— without 
fear  and  \\-ilh  ;i  rn:!nh.  h.e.'irt. 

That  serene  ending  lips  often  reminded  nic,  a^  in- 
deed his  wliole  lite  reminds  me,  seen  now  from  afiir, 
of  some  lines  by  Walter  Savage  Landor  to  whom, 
in  temperament  and  character,  lie  liad  one  or  two 
points  of  close  resemblance: 

"I  stru\e  with  none,  for  lune  was  worth  my  srrife: 

Nature  I  loved,  and,  next  to  Nature,  .\rt; 
I  warnu'd  both  hands  befdre  the  fire  of  life; 
It  sinks,  and  I  am  I'eadv  to  depart.'' 

The  Vniri.il  services  were  held  at  the  familv  resi- 
dence on  the  aUernoon  of  Tiiursday,  February 
10th,    when    tlie   Rev.    Dr.    R.    N.    Darke   read    the 
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twelfth  chapter  of  Eeclesiastes  and  prayers  for  the 
family  and  otliess  present.  Ji-lge  Gaius  L.  Plalsey 
of  Wilkes-Banv,  Pa.,  a  nephew  and  namesake  of 
whom  he  was  very  fond,  delivered  an  address.  The 
day  was  cold,  cloar  and  still,  sun  and  snow  Idling 
the  world  with  light.  Because  of  ice  on  the  side- 
walks, the  procession  passed  up  the  centre  of  the 
street— a  line  that  reached  from  the  doorway  of 
his  home  to  the  old  churchyard  path.  Wheii  the 
mound  had  heeii  raised  uj),  evergreen  boughs  were 
made  to  cover  it.  On  the  following  morning  tlie 
ground  v.-as  wrapped  in  a  light  covering  of  newly 
fallen  snow  from  which  rose  up  the  large  mound. 
the  evergreens  concealed  beneath  the  mantle  of 
white. 

"IvCt  m.e  not  ujouin  for  my  father;  let  me  do 
worthily  of  him;  la  me  wall;  as  blamelesslv 
through  this  shadow  world." 
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The  Old  New   York  Frontier, 

!TJ  WARS  WITH  INDIANS  AND  TCP.IS/.    ITS  r.:,5S'C:  .'ARY 
SCKCOLS.    f'lONELRS  AND  LAND  TITLES,   i6i4.-!eoo. 

By    FRANCIS  VHiTING  HALSEY. 


This  vo'hnne,  by  the  authcvr  of  "The  PioDcers  of 
Unadilla  Villni^e,"  deals  wiili  that  terriiory  wliich 
for  more  tl;an  a  hiindrt'd  years  was  the  Irontier  be- 
tween th.e  white  iiK-n  and  thie  Indians  in  Xew  York 
State.  Tlie  record  has  never  before  been  printed  in 
a  book  in  its  entirety  from  the  first  settlement. 
Even  tl;e  Revolutionary  ])art,  einbraeini;'  th.e  Bor- 
der Yv'nis.  h.a-<  not  been  d^vdi  \\-itb.  in  Uiiy  rt  i^ulariy 
}iubli-.lu-'l  I'.istory  sinee  Storiv,  Sininis,  Jay  GomM 
and  Campbell  wrote  their  no\v  ver\'  searee  volnmcs 
fifty  and  sixt\'  ^-ears  ago. 

^Meanwhile,  a  large  mass  of  new  material  has 
come  to  light  in  State  publieations,  local  histories 
and  colleeiions  of  mannsei  ipts  that  seem  not  to 
have  been  accessible  to  any  e:irlier  writers.  They 
shed  floods  of  new  light  on  an  important  subject 
and  comprise  about  IGO  large  folio  volumes.  The 
author  began  his  researches  eleven  years  ago  and 
completed  "The  Old  New  York  Frontier"  in  the 
Kummer  of  1900  after  a  personal  examination  of 
the  Joseph  Brant  manuscripts  in  Wisconsin. 


The  Border  Wars  were  integral  parts  of  British 
campaigns  in  America.  They  bore  the  same,  if  a 
less  important,  relation  to  the  struggle  for  control 
of  the  HndsiMi  X'alley  that  P.-.'.rgcjyne's  canii»aign 
an..l  AriioJd's  Treason  bore.  What  made  them  more 
barbarous,  was  the  unarmed  and  defenseless  state 
of  the  settlements  attacked.  Before  the  Tory  and 
Indian  invasions  came  to  an  cnd.moie  than  12,000 
farms  on  this  frontier  had  ceased  to  be  cultivated, 
some  lituidreds  o!  womc.i  had  become  widows  and 
thousands  of  children  orphans. 

The  volume  relates  almost  wholly  to  the  licad- 
Nsaters  of  the  Susqueluinna  iVom  Otsego  Lake  to 
Old  Oghwaga  (  Windsor)  and  to  the  valley  of  the 
upper  Mohawk— a  region  to  v.diich  Fenimore 
Cf'oper  has  given  end'iring  interest  as  containing 
the  home  of  hiu;.  elf  and  his  iath.cr  and  tlie  scenes 
of    some  of  his  m''>st  famous  v;or!:s  of  tiction. 
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